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Comraissaiy-General Hewetson to Sir Robert Peel. 

Soutkamptoyi, November 5, 1845. 

Trusting the subject of this comimmication ivill apologise for my 
presumption in addressing the first minister of the Crown, I beg leave most 
respectfully to bring under your notice, with reference to the want to be appre- 
hended among the labouring classes in this country and Ireland, arising out of 
the disease so generally fatal to the potato crops, that a cheap, nutritious, and 
excellent substitute for the potato, viz., Indian corn meal, can be procured in 
great abundance in the United States of America, at a cost, in comparison with 
other substitutes, exceedingly low. My long residence in North America as 
a public officer enables me to state, with great confidence, that should Her 
Majesty’s Government contemplate the formation of magazines in this country 
and Ireland for the supply, in the course of the uunter, of food to the destitute 
classes, Indian corn meal would be the cheapest substitute for the potato, 
equally, if not more substantially, nutritious, and as simple in its mode of 
preparation. Its use in the United States is most universal among the peasantry 
and labouring people. Should its introduction by Her Majesty’s Government 
into this countrj’, for tliis specific purpose, be deemed expedient, by prompt 
and secret measures, it can be cheaply and readily purchased to any extent, 
and shipped from the ports of New York and Baltimore, so as to arrive here 
in all Januarj', 1S46 ; the arrangement would, of course, be temporary, to meet 
an emergency, and should such an emergency be proved, I have no hesitation 
in adding that Indian com meal in every point of view, with great economy as 
a leading feature, is one of the best descriptions of supply that can be laid in 
for gratuitous distribution. "Whatever prejudices, if any, may exist, as to 
its use as an article of food in this country, will, I should say, on trial, with 
simple directions, for its preparation, immediately cease. 

Reqiectfully soliciting to apologise for intruding this letter. 



Whitehall, Nov. 9. 

Sir Robert Peel presents his compliments to Mr. Hewetson, and is 
much obliged by the communication which Mr, Hewetsou has very properly ad- 
dressed directly to Sir Robert Peel. 



The Comptroller of "Victualling to Mr. Teeveltjin. 

Somerset House, November 1845. 

By Monday morning next there will be in operation about 30 ovens at 
Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth, which, besides providing for the ordi- 
naiT wants of the naval and other branches of service, and replacing, if used, 
10,692 bags or cwt. of biscuit in depot in Ireland for military service, 
■will leave disposable on the 1st of March next, a period of 14 weeks, about 
8,000 bags or cwt. of biscuit. — This ■will be equal to 1,194,666| rations, at 4lb. 
per ration. 

Of oatmeal, there will he from 100 to 120 tons disposable every month from 
the mill at Deptford, after providing for other services. — Equal to 328,533i 
rations, as above. 



Mr. Thevelt.an to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury Chambers, November 27, 1845. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
to inform you, that you have been selected to be a member of the Commission 
which has been appointed in Dublin by his Excell^cy the Loi^i Lieutenant, 
to consider the means of affording relief to the people during the expected 
scarcity of food in that country. 
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It will be your duty to consider, and to call attention, as a member of tire 
Commission, to the financial bearings of the measures which may be proposed 
for this pui*pose, the object in view being to provide and dispense any supplies 
of food which it may become necessary to afford, according to such arrange- 
ments as will impose the smallest possible ultimate burthen on the public. 

You will be careful, however, not to be a party to any promise of public 
money, or to drawing for, or expending any sums, unless under express autho- 
rity from tlie Treasury. 

You will also be more particularly charged, under the directions of the 
Lord Lieutenant, with the execution of any measures which may be resolved 
upon for the purchase of supplies of food, the storing of them in safe and 
convenient places, and delivering them in such proportions as may be deter- 
mined to the local committees or other parties appointed to receive them ; 
and in order to assist you in this part of your duties, several Commissariat 
officers will be appointed, as their services may be req_uired, to act under your 
immediate orders. 

Their Lordships desire that you will, from time to time, report to this 
Board in detail upon the measures alluded to in the tw'o preceding paragraphs 
of this letter. 

It will be necessary for you to proceed to Dublin without delay, and to 
report yourself to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant ; and you have been 
placed on the full-pay of your rank from the 5th instant, from wliich date 
your employment in connexion with this service commenced. 



Tre.asury Minute. 

Decemher 9, 1845. 

The First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchec^uer state 
to the Board, that having had reason to apprehend from the accounts of the 
state of the potato crop in Ireland, which have been transmitted to the several 
departments of Government, that there was a probability of a great deficiency 
in that necessary article of food in some parts of that country, they had deemed 
it advisable to take timely measures for securing a supply of other food. They, 
therefore, entered into an arrangement "with the house of Messrs. Baring to 
provide a supply of Indian com and meal to the extent of 100,000/., to be 
shipped from the United States and transmitted to Cork, there to await such 
orders as my Lords might deem it proper to give as to its future disposal. 

My Lords concur with the First Lord of the Treasurer and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in this arrangement 

Their Lordships are of opinion, that after an authenticated account of the 
cost and chai'ges of each shipment has been received from Messrs. Baring and 
Co., and has been duly examined, the amount found to be due should be reim- 
bursed to Messrs. Baring and Co., and charged as an advance from the Com- 
missariat Chest Account. 

Arrangements have been made with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
for the deposit of the cargoes of Indian corn in the naval storehouses in Cork, 
and their Lordsliips have selected Commissary-General Hewetsoii and Assistant 
Commissary-General Lister to superintend, under the directions of Commissary- 
General Sir R- Routh, tlie arrangements for disposing of the Indian com in 
question, in such manner as may be directed Ijy the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 

Their Lordships take this opportunity of placing on record a copy of the 
Confidential Instructions w'hich were furnished, after consulting the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, on 
his being appointed a member of the Commission, which has been appointed in 
Dublin by Iiis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to consider the means of 
affording relief to the people during the expected scarcity of food in that 
country. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, Decemher 3, 1845. 

We have not yet an office ; and I shall not know immediately if I can 
obtain a room in the Castle. Sir Thomas Fremantle seemed to fear that 
the circumstance of my having a separate office there might lead to some mis- 
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constructions, and induce jjei’sons to suppose that an immediate plan of relief 
was to be put into execution. There may be some reality in this, and I can go 
on for a few days longer at my hotel. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, December 20, 1S45. 

I AM glad that I anticipated the intention of keeping the subject of the 
Indian corn secret, of which no one has any idea or expectation. 

I have not yet received the queries we have addressed to the several 
counties, so as to be able to draw up a general statement of the whole coimtry ; 
but the first statements will be uncertain. It will be in the spring that the 
facts will announce themselves. 



Tre.\surt Minute. 

December 23, 1845. 

My Lords advert to their Blinute of the 9th inst., directing certain arrange- 
ments to be made with a view to ameliorate the condition of the suffering poor in 
Ireland, under the pressure occasioned by the failure of the potato crop in that part 
of the United Kingdom. 

My Lords are now pleased to desire that Commissary-General Hewetson may be 
directed to proceed on the 1st of the ensuing month to Dublin, and to report 
himself to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, for the purpose of superintending, 
under the instructions of that officer, the arrangements for disposing, in such 
manner as may be directed by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, of the Indian com 
and meal shortly expected to arrive at Cork. 

Acquaint !Mr. Hewetson that he M-ill I)e replaced on full pay on the 1st Ja- 
nuary next, and the Paymaster-General will be authorised to issue his half-pay to 
the 31st instant inclusively. 

Write to the Paymaster-General accordingly. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty (confidentially) requesting he will 
apprise the Board of Admiralty that, with a view to the relief of the poor in 1 reland. 

Her IMujesty’s Government have taken measures to obtain from abroad a consi- 
derable quantitj- of grain and meal, and have directed that the ships freighted with 
this supply, should call at Cork for orders. They have ako instructed Commissary- 
General Hewetson to proceed to that place on the 1st proximo, for the purpose of 
superintending, under the directions of Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, the 
arrangements for disposing of the corn and meal in question in such manner as 
may be directed by tne Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Their Lordships request that the proper naval authorities at Cork may be in- 
structed to place at Commissarj’-General Hewetson’s disposal such portion of the 
naval magazines at that place as may be required for storing those supplies, and to 
give him all the assistance he may require in the execution of the duties con- 
fided to him. 

Write to Sir R. Routh acquainting him that ray Lords have had before them "tb Dec. 
his reports, of the dates quoted in the margin ; and transmit a copy of this minute 
for his information. 

State that my Lords will communicate with him hereafter on other points ad- 
verted to in his reports. 



Mr. Trevely.an to Sir R. RofUTH. 

Treasury, December 24, 1845. 

It has been considered advisable to confine oureelves at present to 
putting Mr. Hewetson in orders for Cork ; for, although the immediate 
despatch of the other officers would be attended witli considerable advances, 
it would be open to this serious objection, that by showing all our machinery 
at once, we might encourage the people to pour in premature ai^ unfounded 

complaints. ' j t i, i 

The other officers are ready to start at a very short notice, and 1 have done 
all I can to prepare them for what they will have to do. 

Two of the clerks of this year’s appointment are well qmdified to give you 
assistance, and there will be others if they should be required, ^ 
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We are to receive a separate applicatioD, tl^rougli tlie Home Office, for the 
advance to enable Colonel Jones to detach officers of his department to 
make the suggested inq^uiries in respect to the works most proper to be under- 
taken, mth a view to feed the distressed population. 

The letter to the Admiralty about Mr. Hewetson’s mission will not be sent 
for a few days to come, it being very desirable to keep the consignment of 
Indian corn to Cork secret as long as possible. 

The superior authorities at the Admiralty are, however, aware that their 
a^istance is likely to be required in this matter. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co. 

Treasury, December 29, 1845. 

I H.AVE the pleasure of introducing to you Commissary-General Hewet- 
son, who has been ordered to proceed to Cork to talie charge of the Indian 
corn. 

As the cargoes are consigned to your house, I shall be obliged to you to give 
the necessary directions for their transfer to Mr. Hewetson immediately on 
their arrival, and to secure for him all tlie assistance he may require for the 
speedy discharge of the vessels. 

It should also be understood that Mr. Hewetson will have the power of 
ordering any of the vessels to another destination, if he should be so instructed 
by superior authority. 

I rely upon receiving from you as early as practicable, an authenticated 
account of the cost and charges of each shipment, in order that each account 
may be examined, and directions given for the payment of the account, before 
the bills drawn on you become due. 

This transaction is still a secret in Ireland, and, as far as I know, in this 
country also, and I shall be obliged to you to give such instructions to your 
agent as will prevent the matter from becoming known sooner than may be 
necessary. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, January 1, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information ofthe Right Honour- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her ]\Iajesty’s Treasury, the annexed document, 
showing the state of the Poor Law Unions, the number of electoral divisions, the 
vacancies in the workhouses, and the proportion of the potato crop of 1845 which 
has been lost by disease, according to the latest information before the Commission. 

The Commission have given their attention to the medical aid which it might 
become necessary to provide, though I do not think that the emergency has yet 
occurred. In this proceeding we referred to the Act of Parliament 2 and 3 Will. IV. 
chap. 9, dated February 20, 1832, enacted on the appearance of cholera, and before 
the organization of the Poor Law Unions ; but it appeared to us that the mucliineiy 
of the Poor Laws now in force throughout the country, with some slight extension 
which I shall hereafter submit to you, was better adapted to the object in view. 

I have no doubt, and indeed it is already visible, that claims will be made on the 
Government on account of the distress of the people rather than their ^vaQt of 
food proceeding from the losses of the potato crop, and it is very necessary to 
maintain this distinction, for the former may he said in a greater or less degree 
constantly to exist, whereas our duty is immediately directed to the scarcity arising 
from the diminished crop. 

In carrying out our measures of relief by employment we must also be careful 
not to give too high wages, or beyond the usual standard, for it would induce the 
poor to abandon all other employment to seek that offered by the Government. 
Nor will it be prudent (if this resource should become necessary) to sell provisions 
at a price very much under the current rate, so as to induce these poor people to 
buy it with a view to its subsequent sale. 

I have not been able to obtain any exact information as to the actual produce of 
this year, or of the quantities now in the country, of oats or of any other supply. 
There is no system established by which such infonnation can be obUiined. No 
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man knows what tlie produce of his farm is per acre; no such calculations are 
made in this country. Oats and wheat and barley are not considered as food by 
the people ; they are usually grown as means of payment for rent. 

It will not be inrelevant to state to you the course pursued by the Commission 
on receiving a demand for assistance. A reference is immediately made to the 
landlord or principal agent, and to the vacancies in the district Union workhouse ; 
the Board of Works is consulted in regard to the employment to be afforded in 
that division ; and a letter is wntten to the constabulary officer to verify in person 
and report upon the case. 

I have my doubts if public works can always be relied upon as means of em- 
ployment, for there are many districts where nothing of the kind is required. 
The mdre popular’ appeal is a loan on security for the improvement of private 
estates, but I know not bow this can be accomplished except on the terms which 
the law already provides. 

All kinds of applications are submitted to the Commission, of which I cannot 
avoid laying one before you from Armagh, as an example of the quantities con- 
sidered to be a sufficient relief. The claimants asked lor two hundred tons of 
oatmeal to provide one daily substantial meal for six months for one thousand 
families of six persons each, which they calculated at 3|rf. per diem per family, to 
be deducted from their wages. I believe there are no means of public employment 
in Armagh, or of a very limited character, except tJie railroad now in course of 
construction or on the point of being so. 

I have received the following Reports from the undermentioned custom-houses 
in regard to store-room ; — 

Dublbi . — The magazines belonging to Government are leased, and their 
occupation required by the lessees. 

Londonderry. — A part of a bonded timber-yard, enclosed by a wall 10 feet 
high, could be spared. 

Neicry . — Two lofts used as barilla-stores, very damp. 

Tralee . — A shed-store, 26 feet by 7, disposable. 

Sligo . — Warehouses of an extensive range and two yards, but the report 
omits to state if they are occupied or disposable. 

Westport . — A store on ground-floor 20 feet by 18, unoccupied, at the disposal 
of Government. 



Enclosure. 

Abstr.\ct taken from. First Series of Constabulary Returns, December, IS45. 
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COMMISSARIAT. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

Treasury Chambers, January 2, 1846. 

Commissary-GExXERAl Hetvetson, who has been ordered to Cork to 
take charge of the Indian corn, and Mr. Archer of this- department, will call 
upon you with an official letter from me requesting that store room may be 
placed at Mr. Hewetson’s disposal, and that he may have any further assistance 
given him which he may require. 

It is particularly requested that instructions may be sent to the naval autho« 
rities at Cork, to give Mr. Hewetson all the means that may be necessary to 
enable him to discharge the vessels without incurring any expense for demur- 
rage, and that they may also be desired to consider the service as confidential, 
until circumstanced necessarily lead to its transpiring. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, January 3, 1846. 

The large proportion of grain which has been shipped renders it neces- 
sary to take immediate steps to ascertain whether the means exist at Cork or 
elsewhere of converting the grain into meal, the more especially as it has been 
stated that tliis kind of grain is so hard as to be incapable of being properly 
ground by English millstones. I shall be obliged to you to consider this point 
in concert with Mr. Hewetson, and to report particularly upon it as soon as 
you have obtained the requisite information. 

Adverting to those parts of youi- letters to me which relate to seed potatoes, 
I am desired to state that this branch of the subject has been fully considered, 
and that it has been ascertained that the largest quantity of seed potatoes, which 
it would be in tlie power of the Government to supply, would hear only 
insignificant jiroportion to the whole quantity required. The probable conse- 
quence, tlierelbre, of the Government taking any steps in the matter would be, 
that tlie harm wliich would be done by inducing the people to rely upon the 
Government, and to relax their own exertions in this essential paiTicular, would 
overbalance any good that w'ould be obtained by the agency of the Government 
officers in procuring and storing seed potatoes. One of the most important 
duties w'hich the Relief Committee have to perform is to impress upon the 
people, in the strongest possible manner, the indispensable necessity of their 
preserving wdth proper care a sufficient quantity of potatoes for seed, and that 
on this point the Government will not have it in its power to afford them any 
assistance beyond that which they null derive from having stores of other food 
placed at their disposal, which will enable them to keep their potatoes for 
seed. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Teevelyan. 

Dublin, January 9, 1846. 

I FE.ui we cannot take any initiatory steps for seed potatoes, and 
that if we did, the people would rest on their oars, and throw the whole 
labour on the Government. We may assist hereafter some very bad cases, but 
cautiously. I think likely that your precautions in preparing the oatmeal at 
Deptford, will prove to have been a very prudent and useful measure. I 
do not hear that any suspicion transpired of Mr. Hewetson’s duties, in con- 
sequence of his appearance here. He arrived on Sunday morning and left on 
Wednesday. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Teevelyan. 

Cork, January lO, 1846. 

I HAVE passed through several counties, and travelled with some intel- 
ligent men, both landlords and farmers, and with Father Mathew from 
Clonmel ; they estimate the loss by disease at one-third of the potato crop. 
Father Mathew, who has been travelling through the country for the last four 
months, said he hoped the majority of the people would yet be enabled to hold' 
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a sufficiency of good potatoes for seed ; but it is impossible to judn-e at 
present how far they will turn out in a fit state from the pits. The earlv°seed 
is put into the ground the end of next mouth, and the beginning of March ; 
the greater proportion in April and May ; so there will be time to provide seed! 
should it be necessary, from foreign ports, even the United States. Employ, 
ment for the people is the great object; that is, labour upon which they can 
depend, and at a fair rate of wages. Father Mathew, who is well acctuainted 
with the country and .habits of the lower orders, gave me a good deal of inter- 
esting information, and among other things, touching the working of the Poor 
Law Unions. 

You may be assured that in all my enq^uiries, which are pretty close, 
I am extremely cautious. The Father looked upon me as a gentleman 
travelling on his own affairs, seeking, at the same time, information as a 
stranger. My impression at present is, that though there is no immediate 
serious want, there is much prospective want ; and that, if I may be allowed so 
to express myself, the measures taken by Her Majesty’s Government to meet 
such prospective wnnt, are most wise and judicious. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, Jaimary 13, 1846, b -p.m. 

I WROTE on Tuesday officially to Sir R. Routh, upon the subject of 
mill premises, one adjoining Granovil, called the Lee Mills, on the River Lee, 
Cork. No douht, the letter will, ere this, have been referred to you. I now 
state further particulars, which I have just obtained; but the caution I am bound 
to observe sadly clogs my inquiries. Up to this, the good people of Cork 
have not the remotest idea of the measures the Government have in progress ; 
the following, upon closer inquiry, are the terms proposed : — 

Lee MMs.— Stowage for 18,000 barrels of wheat or flour, equal to 72,000 
bushels, in the mill ; block mills in good order ; 15 pair of grinding stones, and 
3 pair of shelling ditto ; 2 kilns, 600 square feet each, in perfect order, divided 
from the mills by two sliding doors ; miller’s house and office ; and a bag 
and flour store, capable of grinding and dressing from 800 to 1,000 barrels of 
grain each week, and during tire driest season of summer, ^viU keep three 
or four pairs of stones working. 

Rent 500/. per annum ; if let for a shorter period, say three months to six, 
50/. per month. 

Premises within the same enclosure (which is a high, substantial wall, an da 
fosse), but separated by a wall, with large gates, called the brewei'y, with 
granaries to stow 60,000, or more, barrels of wheat, 300/. per annum. 

Of these latter a portion, w'hich can be had, only will be required, to be 
further increased if requisite. 

The whole are first-rate premises ; can be thorouglily protected by a military 
guard. There is also a good fire-engine. In case these are approved of, and I 
see uotliing that offers so well for our particular service in everj'^ point of view, I 
should employ a foreman of millers, four miller men, and labourers to keep the 
grain turned and assist in the stores. I should also put a storekeeper in the 
premises to reside there in charge, under my immediate inspection. With 
respect to the capabilities of the stones, I cannot, at present, give a positive 
opinion ; but I know they will grind the hardest Odessa and Egyptian 
wheat. 

I am told, that if the speculators here were at all confident in the repeal, or 
even a modified repeal of the Corn Laws in the approaching session, the 
premises would be immediately taken, at comparatively any rent. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Archer. 

Cork, Jamary 14, 1846. 

It would be a great loss to us if the Lee Mills go into other hands; they 
are, in size, twice the extent of the Home Office and Boafd of Trade; and built 
of stone, five stories in height, and fine water power, as you may suppose, to 
turn fifteen pdrs of stones. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, January 14, 1846. 

I H.WE the honour to lay before you copy of a letter from Commissary- 
General Hewetson, and to recommend to the early and favorable consideration of 
the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the 
several applications it conveys. 

I beg to stiite that a large part of the naval magazines at the Cove are in the 
occupation of the Ordnance, for the storage of biscuit and oats ; and as the latter 
have been about two 3 'ears in store, I think some inquiry should be made in regard 
to their present quality, in case it should be desirable to consume them. 

But even if these 'magazines had been altogether unoccupied, you will perceive 
from *Mr. Hewetson’s report that from their situation, and tlie economy and ne- 
cessity of obtaining store-room contiguous to the mills, they would not have been 
nppliciible to this service. 

I request their Lordship’s authority to place a sum of lOOZ. at the disposal of 
Mr. Hewetson, and in the meanwhile I propose to forward to him by to-morrow’s 
postSOZ. out of the 50^. imprested to me. 

I shall have the honour of addressing their Lordship’s to-morrow on subjects con- 
nected ^vith the Commission, and from the reasons which I shall then submit to 
you, as well as for the service at Cork, I hope that my Lords ^vill l)e pleased to 
e.Kpedite the departure of Assistant Commissaries- General Lister and Cameron to 
Dublin, waiting also their decision in regard to Deputy-Assistant Commissai 7 - 
General Mildmay. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

Cork, January 12, 1846. 

With reference to the special service, in the execution of which I am now engaged in 
Cork, I have the honour to acquaint you that the naval authorities at Haulbowlina Island are 
preparing all their spare store-rooms to place them at my disposal for the reception of the supplies 
of Indian corn and meal, shortly expected to arrive from the United Stales of America ; the 
quantity these will contain I estimate at fourteen thousand barrels, or grain in bulk in pro- 
portion. This you will observe is very inadequate to my wants, but I have now to propose, that 
as the greater portion of the supplies on their way from the States is in unground corn, and 
as it will be necessary to grind it into meal, the meal in barrels only should at present be 
stored at Hawlbowline. The distance by water from the mills in Cork lo the Island is at 
least ten miles. Thus the expense and labour of landing the com there in the first instance, 
shipping it from thence in lighters to the mills here, and again taking it back in flour to the 
island, would be quite equal to the cost of hiring store-rooms in Cork ; whereas the shipping, 
first landing the meal in barrels at Hawlbowline, can proceed to discharge the corn with all 
dispatch ; for the warehouses being most conveniently situated near the quays, much labour and 
wear and tear would thus be saved. With regard to mills for grinding, they are close at hand, 
but as yet I cannot state how far their stones will answer for Indian corn, but if not, fit stones 
will have to be immediately provided. In landing the grain I find it will be necessary to 
employ weighers ; men who are bred to this service, experienced, understand the quality of 
the grain, and can be depended upon: their wages are from a guinea to twenty-five shillings 
per week ; one will be necessary to each vessel : the average quantity of grain which is usually 
landed and weighed in one day, the process being very slow, may be stated at forty tons. In 
Cork it will be requisite to engage hired labourers whose rate of wages is Is. 3d. per diem ; at 
Haulbowline Island paid fati^e parties of seamen and marines will be employed. It is 
expected the com will be in bulk, in which case a lar^e number of sacks will be wanting, in 
proportion to the quantity to be received : a sack, and it must be close-grmned stuff to answer 
for flour, when the grain is ground, will contain 2^ cwt. 

I state all these particulars, as I shall require your authority before I can act ; and as there 
is no time to lose, I beg the subject may meet your earliest attention. Further, it will be 
needful I should have the command of funds for carrying on the detail of this service, say 
100?. in the first instance : a credit to that amount upon one of the Cork banks would be 
desirable. 

There are no arrivals yet in the oflBng, and it is now blowing hard from the south-east, with 
thick weather, but I look hourly for the three vessels which were to be first despatched. A 
Mr. Jones, who has been employed in the Commissariat department at Hong Kong, has joined 
me from London as assistant-storekeeper ; but with two establishments of magazines and the 
mill work, I shall need an experienced officer of active habits to assist me, and I should be glad 
of his early arrival in Cork. 

P.S.— 4 P.M. Since writing the foregoing I have visited, with Mr. N. Cummins, the confi- 
dential agent of Messrs. Barings’ bouse, extensive mill premises, called Lee Mills, on -the river 
Lee, Cork : they are the property of Messrs. Beamish and Crawford, with capacious and secure 
granaries on the premises equal to storing 160,000 budaels of wheat : they are said to be 
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capable of turning out from 800 to 1000 sacks of flour per week ; they are distant one quarter 
of a mile from the quay where the vessels land their cargoes ; the cartage to the mill 9t/. per 
ton. Being within a stone wall and fosse they are secure, and a good house, which would 
answer for a military guard, which of course would hereafter be requisite for their protection ; 
indeed, the whole establishment is first-rate, and in all respects, as far as I can now iudcre, 
with the caution I am obliged to preserve, fit for our service ; the rent I am told would 'be 
500/. per annum, but they must be taken for six months certain ; they are now unoccupied, but 
may be engaged by other parties from day to day. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

■ January 20, 1846. 

Write to Sir E. Routh, that under the circumstances stated with regard to the 
mill premises at Cork, alluded to by Mr. Hetvetson, my Lords approve of the 
premises in question being hired for a period of six mouths, at the rate of 500^. 
per annum, if they cannot be obtained on more favourable terms. 

My Lords are pleased, to sanction the hire of proper persons to be employed as 
weighers, and extra labourei-s, when the assistance of such persons shall become 
necessary ; and their Lordships approve of Sir R. Routh transferring to the credit 
of Mr. Hewetson a sum of 100/., by way of imprest, for which he will account to 
him (Sir R. Routh) ; and for this purpose their Lordships will instruct the Pay- 
master-General to place to the credit of Sir R. Routh, at the Bank of Ireland, a 
sum of 100/. 

IVith respect to a supply of sacks, to contain the Indian corn when ground into 
meal. Sir R. Routh will ascertain whether any sacks of a proper quality for this 
purpose can he obtained from the Ordnance stores in Ireland ; and if they cannot 
he obtained from that department, their Lordships desire to be informed of the price 
at wliich they could be purchased upon the spot, and of the number of sacks which it 
may be deemed necessary to provide for the occasion. 

State that njy Lords will forthwith communicate with the Board of Ordnance, 
with a view to placing at the disposal of Mr. Hewetson tiie oats which he has stated 
are in the Ordnance store at Cove. 

Write to the Secretrav of the Ordnance, tliat my X<or{is have been informed 
that a considerable quantity of oats belonging to the Ordnance department have 
been in store at the Cove of Cork for the last two years ; and Mr. Byham will 
state to the hlaster-General and Board, that if the oats in question are not required 
for any immediate purpose by the Ordnance department, ray Lords request that 
they will give directions to their officers in Ireland to place the oats at the disposal 
of Commissary-General Hetvetson, who is employed at Cork under directions 
from this Board. 

Transmit to Coramissai 7 -General Hewetson copy of the letter to be addressed as 
above directed to Sir R. Routh. 

Write to the Paymaster-General, authorizing him to place in the Bank of Ireland 
a sum of 100?., to the credit of Commissary-General SirR. Pvouth, by way of imprest, 
to be accounted for by Sir R. Routh to tliis Board. 



Sir R. Routh to BIr, Trevelyan. 

DuUin, January lo, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury that the meeting 
at Kilkee took place on the 10th instant, having been deferred until that day for 
the convenience of the public. I regret to say, and more particularly so as it was 
the first meeting, which we were anxious to establish as a precedent, that it has in 
a great measure failed. 

succeeded in filliug the room assigned for the meeting with so large a body 

of the people, that very few of the proprietors could obtain access to it. He pro- 
posed aud carried his own resolutions without the intervention of the chairman, not 
j)ermitting the professional engineer to be heard, and, without any authority, named 
a working committee, the selection of which effectually prevented all prospect of 
contribution. I enclose a newspaper* that contains, among the advertisements on 
the first page, the resolutions, which sufficiently shew the object in view. In the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



COMMISSARIAT. 



afternoon the principal proprietors, fully sensible of the evil tendency of these pro- 
ceedings, assembled at the hotel, and drew up a counter-statement, of which I anne.x 
a copy, and we wait the return of the engineer sent by the Board of Works, to lay 
before His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant the public works which have been 
considered to be feasible, and to combine general public advantages. 

The material fact which these proceedings disclose, and to which I am anxious 
to draw your attention, is the absence of all offer of contribution in aid of these 
works, which was confirmed by Mr. Hamilton in his evidence yesterday before the 
Commission on the part of the proprietors, that under their present difficulties, and 
in the apprehension of those which may come upon them in the spring, uotwitli- 
statiding the general pidnciple which finds place in their memorial, they neither can 
advance funds now, nor can they offer any sufficient security for the payment by 
instalments hereafter. 

The fact of the distress in this village and its neighbourhood is undeniable, and 
it remains, when the report shall be forwarded officially with the opinion whicli 
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant may think fit to offer upon it, for the Govern- 
ment to decide how far in this instance they will allow certain of these works to go 
forward at the public expense sufficient to relieve the immediate want. 

The untoward manner in which this meeting at Kilkee has terminated has, how- 
ever, been serviceable in enabling us to remodel the letter to the Lieutenants of 
Counties, so as to limit the meetings to certain objects of inquiry therein defined, 
in order to prevent in future the recurrence of this disorder. 

Nor is this a point of little moment, for we have been obliged by the imminent 
distress of these districts to address the lieutenants of counties flieath, Roscommon, 
and Donegal to assemble meetings at Kingscourt, at Kilglass, and at Killibegs, 
and I regret to say there are many other divisions in these counties, and in Mayo 
and Clare, where similar meetings cannot long be delayed. 

I should wish to be informed hereafter whether there will be any steamers sta- 
tioned at Cork at the disposal of the Navy, by which Mr. Hewetson may forward 
supplies to the western coast. 

Lord Lurgan waited on tiie Commission with a view of obtaining a recom- 
mendation for the grant of half the navigation expense in reducing Loch Neagh to 
its summer level. The total sum to be expended, including drainage and navigation, 
amounts to 193,000?., and the cost of the navigation only amounts to 72,000/. His 
Lordship petitions for a grant of 36,000?., half of this latter sum, but not to be touched 
until the whole of the remaining sum is subscribed and forthcoming to the Board 
of Works. The work, which is to commence at Coleraine, covers between, sixty 
and seventy miles of country, and is to be entirely in the hands of the Board of 
AVorks. Loch Neagh is about forty-eight feet above the level of the sea, and the 
inteution is to reduce it nine feet, thereby reclaiming 20,000 acres. His Lord- 
ship states that this work would pass through several distressed districts, and he 
was informed that it is on this plea only that the Commission could suggest any 
opinion, however excellent this scheme might be in other respects, as I believe it 
is admitted to be. On this point therefore we wait information, as also a printed 
Report from the Board of Works now in preparation. 

In my last letter I stated that a communication had been referred by Sir Thomas 
Fremantle in relation to the purchase and disti-ibution of seed potatoes in Ireland, 
but either tiiat communication has been withdrawn, or the aiisence of the chairman 
has suspended its consideration, for neither have I seen it nor has it reached the 
Commission. As there are tliirty-two counties in Ireland, and about ten electoral 
divisions in each, and as each store would reauire at least one person to perform 
the duties connected with it, I must believe that the vast expense which it would 
involve is not contemplated. 

I should suggest that the Government should at present take no measure in this 
particular, but leave the matter to the exertions of the parties interested, which our 
inlerfereuce would altogether suspend, until a much later period, not before April, 
and then ifthat interference should be indispensable, it could be directed to the 
benefit only_ of those districts which would be really destitute of other resources. 
Tiiere is a leeliiig already prevalent amongst the farmers to direct their attention 
to other meaus of subsistence. 

Something more must be done for the districts on the western coast, and it will 
be necessary that there should be a resident officerof the department with sufficient 
assistance in some central point to meet tlie exigencies that cannot fail to occur. 
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The annexed letter from Mr. John MacCartliy, dated London, 9th January, 
was yesterday refeiTed to the Commission, relative to a parcel of five hundred tons 
of potatoes, but containing no particulars as to price or delivery, on which 1 shall 
suggest further inquiry to be made. I have unfortunately no store-room at the 
points where it would be most desirable, and with the exception of the conmiuni- 
cations of the Shannon and the Dublin canals, the inland water transport is very 
deficient. The price of land transport for so bulky an article for any distance 
would be excessive, and the conveyance injurious to the potatoes. 

Colonel Jones has communicated to the Commission the Amended Drainage 
Bill for the improvement of navigation in connection with dminage, covering a 
demand for 130,000Z, to be employed as loans repayable by tolls or other good 
security, subject to the approval of Government; also a bill for Piei-s and Harbours 
covering a free grant for this service of 100,000^, applicable through a term from 
seven to ten years ; also a bill for Public Works, mcludiug a sum of 100,000/. 
under the usual regulations of the Board of Works. 

These bills have been transmitted to Sir Thomas Fremantle. 



Enclosokes. 

TJie apprehended Famine — Meeting at Kilkee. 

At an extensive and numerous meeting of the gentry, landed proprietors, people, and 
clergy of the united parishes of Kilfera and Killard, convened by order of Government to inves- 
tigate and find out what public works may be most advisable to employ the suffering poor of 
that district in this season of unparalleled distress and threatened stan-ation, and at whicli a 
public officer from the Board of Works, and sanctioned by Government, attended to receive 
instructions as to what mode of employment may be advisable and uieful to the country. 

H. Burton, Esq., D.L., of Carrigabolt Castle, was unanimously called to the chair. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: — 

Proposed by the Rev. M. Comyn, P.P. ; seconded by Dr. Tuite: — 

That Robert Fittgerald, Esq., do act as Vice-Chairman. 

Proposed by the Rev. M. Comyn ; seconded by R. Fitzgerald, Esq. : — 

That Dr. Tuite, of Kilkee, do act as Secretary. 

John M-Donnell, Esq., of Newhall, was represented by his agent and relative, C. W. 
Hamilton, Esq., who came from Dublin expressly for that purpose, and who entered warmly 
into the matters debated on. Thomas Keane, Esq., magistrate, also attended, as did Lieute- 
nant Morris, of the Coast Guard Service of Sea Point, togetlier with many other highly respect- 
able and influential persons ; we noticed also a sprinkling of the neighbouring parish priests. 

The first resolution was proposed by Robert Fitzgerald, Esq., and seconded by Dr. Griffin, 
and was to this effect : — 

Resolved — That the potatoes having now become so unfit for human use, that even the cattle 
are beginning to loathe them, the people be earnestly recommended to discontinue the use of 
any niuess the few lialf-sound ones on hand, and that it becomes absolutely necessary for their 
sustenance to have immediate recourse to the consumption ofbread at least once ortwice a day, 
henceforward. 

The second resolution was moved by Dr. Tuite, of Kilkee; seconded by R. Fitzgerald, Esq. 

Resolved — That the melancholy state of decomposition to which the potato crop is rapidly 
approaching, imperativdy demands the opening of storehouses at Doonbeg aud Kilkee, for the 
purchase aud pr^rvatiou of the remnant of com still left in the country. 

The third resolution was moved by Dr. Griffin, seconded by F. O’Donnell, Esq. 

Resolved — 'iliat to carry into effect these resolutions, the Government, to consult for the 
lives of the people, should, without a moment’s further delay, earnestly set on foot the different 
public works contained in our Memorial to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, in addition lo the 
instant passing of the Railway Bill for Kilkee and Kilrush (should due notice have been served 
for that line), in order to afford means to purchase provisions for the people’s maintenance. 
After which the following Memorial was read, which was presented to Government, and adopted 
by the meeting : — 

“ To the Honourable Commissioners appointed to investigate the distressed condition of 
the people of Ireland, and to adopt measures of relieti 
The humble and respectful Memorial of the inhabitants of the united parishes of Kdfera 
and Killard, county of Clare. 

“ We, the undersigned and well-intentioned inhabitants, clergy, and people of the said united 
parishes, take leave to acquaint youT Honourable Board of the most advantageous means of 
employment to alleviate our wants, and prevent impending starvation and disease.^ 

• '• 'I'he most important and permanent benefits that will accrue to your Memoriahsts consist, 
in the first instance, in putting the Fishery Act into operation ; and to e^Jedite the same it is 
advisable to adopt immediate proceedings, by making the bay of Doonb^ a fit and safe har- 
bour for fishing and other smacks. 

“ We beg leave to state that this would afford instant employment to a vast proportion of 
the poor distressed labourers of this district during tins season of unparalleled particii- 
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larly as they have no objection or fear of cold from working in salt water in the most inclement 
weather. 

" We earnestly beg leave to point out another most important mode of present and perma- 
nent employment, which willbe attended with the greatest benefit to the community and welfare 
to the CQunt^J^ We respectfully suggest that the Drainage Act be tully and immediately 
enforced, to the end (hat the outskirts of the great bogs of the aforesaid parishes be drained and 
cultivated to ensure a future supply of potatoes — it being stated by men of experience and 
science that no soil but bog reclaimed can be confidently expected to produce that useful escu- 
lent the following season. 

“ There may be an objection to undertake the drainage of bogs on an extensive scale in 
winter, but those bogs are so peculiarly situated, and so admirably adapted for the above 
purposes, in having natural falls into six or eight great outlets, ultimately reaching the sea and 
the river Shannon— that their reclamation becomes perfectly easy and practicable. 

“ Your memorialists beg to assure you that their apprehensions are very considerable, and 
that they feel loth to venture tilling the land heretofore growing potatoes, fearing it retains the 
malaria that has been so fatal the last season. We also fear that the contagion has been wafted 
by the wind to the neighbouring com-fields, so that we look with confidence to the bog lands 
alone for a secure supply of potatoes for after seasons. 

“This is not the conclusion your memorialists alone have arrived to, but is the opinion also 
of skilful and scientific men. 

“ The aforesaid bogs are all near a plentilul supply of sea manure, which is known at the 
outset to be the fittest for such lands, and the most easily procured by the poor. 

" The other means of employment, we respectfully take leave to suggest, consist in the con- 
struction of roads in the immediate vicinity of Kilkee — one leading by the cliffs to Baltard 
Tower, and Killard, and Doonbcg Bays, the other along the shore to Dunleeky Castlo, each 
distant about five miles from Kill^e. 

“A fevv embankments on tlie Kilkee beach are much wanted, and an improvement in the 
miserable condition of the Kilkee fishermen, and the construction of a landing for their cauoes- 
are absolutely required. 

“ In addition to the above works your memorialists take leave earnestly to impress the neces- 
sity that exists of building a pier at Movasta to facilitate the loading and unloading of boats, 
and other crafis. 

“ And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will pray." 

Tlie fourth resolution was moved by Henry Blackball, Esq.; seconded by P. Black- 
ball, Esq.: 

Resolved — That the adoption of the above resolutions has become imperative for the pre- 
servation of htiman life in this e.xtensive district, from the circumstance that pigs and fowl fed oa 
diseased potatoes are found, on being slaughtered, to have their livers and intestines so singu- 
larly affected and rotten as to be convertible to no human use whatever. 

The fiftii resolution was moved by the Rev. M. Comyn, P. P. of the united parishes of Kil- 
fera and Killard ; seconded by R. Fitzgerald, Esq. : 

Resolved — ^Tbat the heartfelt gratitude, of the inhabitants of Kilfera and Killard are pre- 
eminently due and hereby respectfully tendered to Her Majesty’s Government for their prompt 
and merciful interposition to save, at this frightful juncture, a faithful, needy, and grateful 
people from the certain and immediate perils of plague, famine, and pestilence. 

The above resolution was carried with three cheers and one more of the most deafening 
shouts ever offered by a patriotic people for their Sovereign Lady the Queen and her Govern- 
ment. • 

The rixth resolution was moved by F. O’Donnell, Esq. ; seconded by P. Comyn, Esq. : 

Resolved — That these resolutions be published in the Freemcais Journal, the Limerick 
Papers and Tipperary Vindicator. 

Propsed by Robert Fitzgerald, Esq. ; seconded by John M'Mahon Blackball, Esq. : 

Resolved — That a public vote of thanks of the united parishes of Kilfera and Killard be 
presented to the Rev. M. Comyn, P. P., and to Dr. Tuite, of Kilkee, for their untiring and 
unremitting zeal in the cause of the people, and causing the Government to extend such timely 
relief in this unparalleled case of distress. 

Resolved — That the Chairman do leave the chair, and the Rev. Mr. Martin be called 
thereto. 

Resolved — That the warmest thanks of the meeting be acceded to H. Burton, Esq., D. L., of 
Carrigaholt Castle, for the dignified manner in which he conducted the important proceedings 
of this day’s meeting. 

James Martin, Clerk, Chairman. 

The following Committee were then appointed : — 

H. Burton, Escj., J.P., D.L., Carigaholt Castle; Charles W. Hamilton, Esq., of Dublin; 
Jolin Westropp, Esq., Limerick ; Captain Creagh, Honorary Members. 



Working Committee, 



Rev. J. Marlin, Clerk, Kilkee. 

Rev. W. O’Brien, R.C.C. 

Robert Fitzgerald, Esq., Donoboy House. 
Dr. Tuite, Kilkee. 

Dr. Griffin, ditto. 

John Comyn. E^., ditto. 

John M'Mahon Blackball, Esq., Killard. 



Edward Mahony, Farrahies. 

Henry Blackball, Esq., Kilclriua House- 

F. O’Donnell, Kilkee 

Rev. M. Comyn, P. P., ditto. 

Mr. M. M'Enerny, Mountrivers. 

Mr. Garrett O’Neil, Clahanes. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSARIAT. 



13 



It is to be regretted the above meeting was held in the Kilkee Billiard Room at the express 
•wish of the loczd magistrates. A great number of gentry were obliged to remain outside the 
doors for want of room. The Rev. M. Comyn very kindly odered the large schoolhouse. 



The Memorial of some Individuals belonging to the classes of Land Proprietors, MaoU- 
trates, Clergy, Medical Superintendants of Cispensaries, and Inhabitants interested in 
the Districts, in the neighbourhood of Kilkee, Clare; assembled after the oieetino- 
convened at Kilkee, on the 10th January, 1846: 

Isf. Memorialists heg leave to state to your Commissioners, That we have inqiured into the 
stale of the potato crop, in the pai’ishes of Moyarta and Kilhallyoweu, as well as the parishes 
of Kilferagh and Killard and Kilmacduan, and that our conviction is, that the loss of the crop 
is peculiany felt In these parishes — that there are numbers now in actual want of food, and 
without the means of purchasing it. 

'2nd. That we anticipate from the want of food as well as the ill quality of it, a prevalence 
of disease, if not an absolute loss of life, unless some measures are adopted to provide means 
by which the poor should be enabled to earn money wlierewith to provide a substitute for the 
food that is lost. 

3rd. That we see no way in which tlie want can be supplied, but by works of public advan- 
tage, undertaken under the superintendeuce of Government ; and we strongly urge upon the 
Government, to lose no time in commencing such works as may be favourably reported upon 
by competent officers, appointed by the Government. 

4M. That the general principle that we are anxious to see guiding these public wishes, is — 
That money should be advanced, to be partly repaid by those interested in proportion to their 
interest by instalments ; that payment should be regularly made to the workmen employed ; 
and that due caution should be observed in confining the employment to those most in 
want of it. 

The works which we would first press on the consideration of Government, are : the construc- 
tion of a pier at Carrigahoth Doonmore, aud drainage of Farrihy Lake ; draining, opening up 
of roads of the Lisham bogs : the road from Querin towards Blackriver bridge through 
Parmous to Kilkee, with a continuation from Blackriver bridge to Moyarta. A pier at 
Bohamagour, the drainage of the Dunbeg and Creagh rivers, aud the adjoining bogs. A 
road through Kildimo to the proposed pier at Bohamagour, a road alonjf the cliffs in continu- 
ation of Lord Clare’s road, to the mill at Baltinglass, and a road from Kilkee round the cliffs 
at Corfaalla. Ilie improvement of a communication between Kilkee and the road between 
Kiirush and Ennis ; a road to open up tlie townland of Killard, from Mr. Blackall’s house 
to Glasscoum fishery. That memorialists would direct your attention, espedally, to a simplifi- 
cation of the Drainage Act, in which the improvements we should suggest, are the giving the 
power of executing drainage to the majority of proprietors, voting in proportion to the extent of 
property improvable, and reducing the amount of preliminary expenses. 



Sir, London, 2tk January, 1S46. 

I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
that I have just heard of a parcel of about live hundred tons of potatoes, that are perfectly free 
from any blight, not having been even affected with the prevailing disease ; I should consider 
them well calculated for se^ potatoes, which, no doubt, will be required next month, 

Richard Fennef other. Esq., I have the honour to be, &c, 

Unde]’ Secretary, Castle, Dublin. (Signed) John M'Cartt. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DMin, January 17, 1846. 

I HAVE "been, and still am, employed in inquiring into the stote of the 
seed potatoes ; and I learn that several cargoes have been purchased in some 
districts for e.x.portation to others, to be delivered sound when required ; and I 
have reason to believe that these parties are only waiting the usual advance in 
price to enable them to act 

The prices quoted in England are quite beyond anything that could be paid 
here. 

I am quite certain that we cannot prudently interlere with this matter now. 



Treasury Minute. 

January 23, 1846. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer states to the Board that advices have been 
received from the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, representing the necessity of a sum 
of money being immediately placed at his disposal, for the purpose oi enabling 
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liini to afford relief in some i>ressing cases of distress arising from the scarcity of 
food in that country ; and recommends that whatever sums it may from time to 
time be necessary to place at the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant lor this service 
should be paid to the credit of Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, in an account 
to be opened in his name at the Bank of Ireland, and to be acted upon by him 
under the orders and authority of the Lord Lieutenant. 

'i^'^rite to Mr. Kennedy, an*d direct him to transfer the sum of 5000/. from Civil 
Contingencies to an account in the Bank of Ireland to be opened in the name of 
Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, as au imprest to he acted upon by him 
under the orders of the Lord Lieutenant ; and desire that Mr. Kennedy will 
charge the same as au advance to be replaced. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, January 24, 1846. 

The following steps have been taken by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
(|uer's direction ; — 

Mr. Cameron has been ordered to proceed without delay to Dublin, to take 
charge, under you, of the accounts of this q^ecial service. 

Mr. Coffinhas been instructed to proceed without delay to Dublin, to place 
himself under your orders for employment on the Western Coast. 

The Paymaster of Civil Services in Dublin has been directed to place 5,OOOZ. 
to your credit with the Bank of Ireland, to be acted upon by you under the 
orders of the Lord Lieutenant, to be increased hereafter as the occasion may 
require ; and 

I shall be engaged all to-morrow afternoon in preparing detailed instructions 
for your guidance in carrying out the financial and executive part of the duties 
u'ith which you have been entrusted ; it being understood that the chief respon- 
sible authority in Ireland is the Lord Lieutenant, and that you are to obey any 
directions which his Excellency may at any time think necessary to give, even 
if they should differ from the instructions with wliich you have been furnished 
from this office. 

You will probably make some additions to the pamphlet containing direc- 
tions for cooking Indian corn, in consequence of the materials I sent you 
yesterday. 



Treasury Minute. 

January 26, 1846. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer lays before the Board a draft of in- 
structions, which he proposes should he issued to Commissary General Sir 
Randolph Routh, for his guidance, and that of the officers employed under his 
orders in the execution of the measures necessary for the relief of the destitute 
poor in Ireland, during the expected scarcity in that country ; and also drafts of 
lettei-s to the Secretaries to the Ordnance and Admiralty, and the Paymaster of 
Civil Services in Ireland. 

^ly Lords approve thereof, and direct that a copy of these instructions and 
letters be sent to the Secretary for Ireland, for the infoimation of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, and that another copy be sent to the Commissioners of 
Audit, for their guidance in the examination of the accounts of the expenditure 
connected ■with this service. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury Chamlers, January 26, 1846. 

7th Dec., 184.:. I A.M commanded to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the dates 

’• noted in the margin, reporting your proceedings in the execution of the duties 

27th i’, intrusted to you in connexion with the Commission for the relief of the people 

. during the expected scarcity of food in Ireland. 

I 7 th ” As it appears, from information recently received by Her Majesty’s Govern- 

22 nd ment from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that some cases are likely soon 

^ assistance from the Government, I have been 
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directed to recapitulate tlie means which have been, or may hereafter l>e, placed 
at your disposal for this important service, and to state more in detail the 
course which it is desired that you should pursue in regard to that part of vour 
Instructions, dated 27th November, 1845, in which it wi^ stated that you would 
be more particulaidy charged, under the directions of the Lord Lieutenant, with 
the execution of any measures which might be resolved upon for the purchase 
of supplies of food, the storing of them in safe and convenient places, and delivering 
them, in such proportions as might be determined, to the local committees or 
other parties appointed to receive them ; and that in order to assist you in this 
part of your duties, several Commissariat officers would be appointed, as their 
services might be required, to act under your immediate orders : — 

The supplies of food on which you have to rely are as follows : — 

1. The Indian corn procured by their Lordships from the United States of 
America, through the house of jMessrs. Baring Brothers and Co., which is now 
being gi’ound and stored at Cork, under the superintendence of Commissary- 
General Hewetson. 

2. The supplies of biscuit and oats which were laid up at the different military 
stations in Ireland in the year 1833-4, and which their Lordships will no^v 
request the Master-General and Board of Ordnance to place at your disjiosal, on 
the understanding that immediate steps will be taken for replacing them in everv 
case in which the Commander of the Forces in Ireland may consider such a 
precaution necessary. 

3. Supplies of biscuit and oatmeal, which their Lordships have, for some time 
piist, caused to be prepared in the naval establishments in this country, as well 
with a view to replace the biscuit which may be taken from the military stores in 
Ireland, as to provide a reserve for direct distribution to destitute persons in tliat 
country ; and 

Lastly. Oatmeal, and perhaps also rice, which may be purchased to the extent 
required in the London and Liverpool markets, and, if necessary, in the markets 
of Ireland. 

Their Lordships, however, desire that the purchase of food of any kind in 
Ireland may not be resorted to, except, on the failure of all other means of 
obtaining the requisite supplies. Such purchases would have the eftect of 
keeping up prices in the local markets, and would encourage interested repre- 
sentiitions ; while the ])lan of procuring supplies from abroad, by adding to the 
stock of food in the country, and keeping in check the local dealers, would have a 
strong tendency to lower and equalize prices. 

If, in any cases, it should be absolutely necessary to make purchases of oatmeal 
in Ireland, their I^ordships desire that the purchases may not be made in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the locality where the oatmeal will have to be 
distributed, and tlmt they may not, under any circumtances, be made from 
persons who may reasonably be presumed to have influenced the re])resentations 
%vhich led to provision being made for the relief of the particular locality. 

Whatever pecuniary assistance may be required for the different branches of 
this service, will be placed to your credit in an account which has been opened 
in your name at the Bank of Ireland, to be acted upon by you under the orders and 
authority of the Lord Lieutenant The Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland ha.s 
been already directed to transfer oOOOZ. to that account ; and. such further sums 
will be supplied, as may, from time to time, be shown to be indispensably necessarj'. 

It is of the utmost importance that there should be ample and suitable means 
for promptly conveying the supplies of food to the different points at which they 
may be, from time to time, required, and for transferring any surplus which may 
exist in one quarter to supply the deficiency in others. 

Mr. Hewetson reports that there is a steam-vessel of war on the Cork station 
well adapted for the conveyance of the Indian corn meal. 

Their Lordships will request the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
place this vessel at Mr. Hewetson’s disposal ; and they will cause a further com- 
munication to be made to them, in case similar assistance should hereafter be 
required elsewhere. 

The vessels belonging to the Coast Guard will be available on this as on 
former occasions of the distribution of relief in Ireland. 

The land-carriage required for the conveyance of supplies of food from place to 
place in the interior, must be provided by the officers acting under your orders, 
and their Lordships have only to desire that it may always oe obtained by public 
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competition on tlie lowest terms procurable, and th.at all tbe payments made may 
be duly accounted for and properly vouched. 

Tbe establishment which has up to the present time been placed at your 
disposal is as follows ; — 

Assistant-Commissary-General Cameron, and 
Deputy-Assistant-Commissary-General Campbell, and a 
Temporary Clerk, 

whose dut}' it will be to keep, and make up for audit, under your^ immediate 
superintendence, the accounts of the entire expenditure for this service, and to 
conduct the general business of your office. 

Commissary-General Hewetson, 

Deputy- Assistant-Commissary-General Mildmay, 

Commissariat Clerk Robertson, and a 
Storekeepei', 

wbo have been appointed to the duty of receiving, grinding, storing, and 
delivering for use the Indian corn meal ordered from America. 
Commissary-General Coffin, 

who will have the superintendence, under you, of the measures of relief in the 
western districts of Ireland ; and 

Assistant-Commissary-General Lister, 
who will be employed by you as the occasion may require. 

"Whatever further assistance may be requhed for carrying into effect in- 
dispensable measures of relief, will be afforded to you as it may be w'anted ; and, so 
far as depends upon this Board, none but efficient persons will be employed, and 
such as will act cordially with you in the prosecution of a system of operations, 
the failure of any part of which might be attended with disastrous results. 

Their Lordships’ chief reliance for enabling the officers employed under you to 
carry out in a satisfactory manner the practical details of the measures with the 
execution of which they will be intrusted, is on the officers and men of the con- 
stabulary force, the coast guard, and the revenue police. To their local infor- 
mation, local influence, and personal assistance in distributing the food, under 
proper regulations, to proper objects, your officers will constantly have recourse ; 
and their Lordships feel assured that the heads of the three departments referred 
to will give such instructions to the officers and men employed under them as will 
make them sensible to what a degree the means of averting calamity may depend 
upon their zealously co-operating with those who have been intrusted with the 
general direction and responsibility of the measures intended for the relief of the 
people at the present crisis. 

Effectual precautions must be taken to secure the supplies of food from plunder, 
as well during their transit, as after they, ure deposited at their places of final 
distribution ; and when there is reason to suppose that this object cannot be satis- 
factorily attained by means of the police and revenue establishments, application 
must be made to the military authorities for such guards as may be necessary. 

I now proceed to the important subject of the rules under which relief is to he 
afforded. 

In the first place, I am desired to remark that the landowners and other rate- 
payers are the parties who are both legally and morally answerable for affording 
due relief to the destitute poor ; and that the same parties are, from their local 
influence, and their knowledge of the situation and wants of the people in their 
neighbourhood, best able to furnish such relief without waste or misdirection of 
the means employed. 

The measures to he adopted by you, and the officers employed under you, are, 
therefore, to be considered merely as auxiliary to those which it is the duty of the 
persons possessed of property in each neighbourhood to adopt. The efforts of those 
persons are to be stimulated, directed, and supported ; but are not, if it can pos- 
sibly be avoided, to be superseded by the direct agency of the officers of the 
Government. 

If the persons possessed, of local property and influence should require assistance, 
the most simple and satisfactory arrangement would be to transfer the necessary 
quantity of food at cost price, including the expense of carriage, to the Board of 
Guardians of the Union, or the Local Committee of any smaller district, to be 
by them distributed, on their own responsibility, either by retail sale at cost price, 
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or in the shape of wages of labour to be employed on local works, or, when abso- 
lute destitution is united to inability to labour, in gratuitous donations. Supplies 
of food should 1)6 furnished to Local Boards or Committees only upon actual 
payment of the cost price in ready money. 

In those cases in which local associations have made arrangements for the relief 
of the destitute in their neighbourhood, and have entered into subscriptions for 
that purpose,* but, notwithstanding these efforts, some .assistance is likely to l>e 
requhed from the Government, a list of the sums subscribed and aciuaZ/yjUflfrf, 
together with a list of the landlords who will not contribute, should be submitted 
to the Lord Lieutenant, who, after taking such advice as his Excellency may think 
fit, will determine whether any, and, if any, what sum should be contributed from 
the funds at his disposal in aid of the local subscriptions. 

Instances may, however, occur in which, owing to peculiar local circumstances, 
the necessary relief cannot be afforded through the agency either of Boards of 
Guardians or of voluntary associations ; and in these cases the direct agency 
of the officers of Government must be employed, subject to all the precautions to 
prevent abuse of which the case admits. 

In every such instance a specific Report should be furnished of the grounds on 
which it is considered necessary to employ the public establishments to administer 
relief ; and the names of the proprietors and other parties who might have been 
expected to co:ne forward on the occasion are to be stated, together with the 
reasons alleged by them for not so coming forward. 

The most unobjectionable mode of relief by the direct agency of the officers of 
Government is that which has been successfully resorted to on former similar 
occasions, — of establishing stations in the distressed localities for the sale of food 
at cost price, giving gratuitous relief only in those cases in which the means of 
purchasing are absolutely wanting. Sir John Hill’s account of his arrangements 
on the West Coast of Ireland in 1836, printed at pages 17 to 20 (inclusive) of the 
collection of correspondence relating to former measures for the relief of suffering 
arising from scarcity in Ireland, may be referred to ^vith advantage for an example 
of this mode of proceeding. 

Cases may, however, arise in which it may not only be necessary for the officers 
of Government to interfere in a direct and positive manner, but the absence of the 
means of purchasing on the part of the distressed people may be the rule and not 
the exception. These cases will require to be dealt with with more than usual 
care, and the following rules should invariably be applied to them. 

1. A task of work should be required from every person capable of giving it 
who applies for relief. 

2. The payments for the w'ork performed should be made in food, and should, 
in every case, be limited to such a quautitj' of food as will be sufficient to support 
the workman and the helpless persons of his family. 

3. If, in any case, it should be impracticable to pay in food, the payments in 
money should be limited to what is absolutely necessary for the above purpose. 

4. Gratuitous relief to be afforded only to those persons who are intirely inca- 
pable of giving a day’s work, and who have no relative on whom they are de- 
pendent, and who is capable of working ; and in those cases only in which their 
reception in the workhouse of the Union to which they belong is, from want of 
room, impracticable. 

,f And, lastly, the works on which destitute persons are to be employed should 
be in prosecution of some public improvement within the distressed locality, and 
should be such as will be capable of being brought at once to a close when the 
circumstances of the people are improved. 

Their Lordships desire that the above instructions may be strictly adhered to. 
except when his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant may expressly dirert a deviation 
from them, or circumstances of pressing emergency may render it impossible to 
follow them. ^ . 

The officers employed under your orders will regularly report to you their 
proceedings under these instructions and such further directions as you may 
furnish to them with the sanction of the Ixird Lieutenant, and the causes of any 
deviation from the rules which have been furnished for your guidance are to be 
immediately and fully explained. 

* See Captain Chads’ account of liU operations on^this principle in 1839, at 21 and the following 
pages of the jn’inted Correspondence. _ 
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You -will regularly submit copies of all these Reports to this Board, together 
with any remarks you may have to make on them. 

Their Lordships desire me to observe, that it is an object of much public 
importance that the accounts of every description of e.'cpenditiire connected with 
the expected relief should be kept in a regular manner from the first, and should 
be promptly rendered, at the close of every month, to the Commissioners of Audit, 
in the simj)le and comprehensive form prescribed by the Commissariat regula- 
tions, together with all the necessary authorities and vouchers in support of the 
different items. 

It will be especially necessary to check, as a matter of account, the manner in 
which the Indian corn and other supplies in kind [irovided for this purpose may 
he disposed of; and any delay in bringing to credit the sums realized by the 
tninsfer of any portion of such supplies to Boards of Guardians or Local Com- 
mittees, or by their sale by the dbect agency of the officers of Government, should’ 
be promptly investigated and remedied. 

In order that all the e.\penditiire connected ^vith this service may be kept 
together, and Ijrought, from the first, into one account, their Lordships are pleased 
to cancel the credit with the Paymaster of Civil Services, which was given by the 
letter of this Board of the 27th ultimo to the Board of Woihs, for the purpose of 
enabling that Board to defray the expense of inquiries connected with public 
works for the relief of the people during the expected scarcity, and to direct that 
any suras which may have been already paid by the Paymaster of Civil Services 
in ])art of this credit, be at once repaid to him by you out of the fund which has 
been placed at )’Our disposal at I he Bank of Ireland. The accounts and vouchers 
connected with any sum which may have been so paid should also be transferred 
to you, in order that they may be incorporated in your accounts. 

Any expenditure that may in futui-e be sanctioned by the Ibord Lieutenant for 
such inquiries, or for any other purpose connected with the relief of the people 
during the expected scarcity, will be paid by you out of the same fund. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Secretary to the Ordnance. 

Treasury, January 26, 1846. 

With reference to the letter from this Board, dated 22nd instant, request- 
ing that a quantity of oats in store at Haulbowline may be placed at Commissary- 
General Hewetson’s disposal for a particular service, I am commanded by the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to state, that as it will probably 
become necessary to take measures in various parts of Ireland for therelief of the- 
people during the expected scarcity, their Lordships request that the Master- 
General and Board ot Ordnance will give directions for placing the supplies of 
biscuits and oats, which were laid up at the different military stations in Ireland 
in the years 1843-4, at the disposal of Commissary-General Sir Randolph Routh, 
who has been charged with the superintendence of the measures of relief, it bein» 
understood^ that immediate steps will be taken for replacing these supplies in every 
case in which the Commander of the Forces in Ireland may consider such a pre- 
caution necessary. ^ 

Their Lordships also request that the officers belonging to the Ordnance 
Department in Ireland may l>e instructed to give every assistance in tlieir power 
to fejr J^ndolph Routh in the execution of the important duty which has been 
confided to him. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

_ , , Treasury, January 26, 1846. 

Referring to the letter of this Board, dated the 2nd instant, requesting- 
that ewry practicable assistance might be given to Commissary-General Hewetson 
m discharging and goring the supplies of Indian corn which had been consigned 
to Cork for the^ relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, I am commanded by the 
i^i-ds Coimnissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to request that you will move 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to place at Mr. Hewetson’s disposal 
a jfceam-vessei of war, for the purpose of conveying the Indian corn meal to the 
different points on the coast of Ireland at which it may from time to time be 
required. 

Mr. Hewetson reports that there is- a steam vessel on the Cork, station well 
adapted lor this service. 
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BIr. Trevilyan to the Patm.^ster of Civil Services, Ireland. 

Treaiurij, January 26, 1646. 

Referring to my Letter, dated 27tli ultimo, desiring that a credit mi^ht 
be given to the Board of Works to the e.x.tent of 5,000/., for the purpose of 
enabling them to defray the exj^nse of inquiries connected with Pul>lic Works 
for the relief of the ])eople during the expected scarcity in Ireland, I am com- 
manded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 'rreasury to inform you 
that this service having been othenvise provided for,’ their Lordships have been 
pleased to cancel the credit in question; and Commissary-General Sir Randoljili 
Routh has been directed to repay to you any sum which you may have already 
paid in part of the credit in question. 



BIr. Trevelyan to Lieutenant-Colonel BI'Gregor, Inspector-General of 
Constabulary. 

Trcamry, January 26, 1S48. 

I am anxious that you should take an early ojiportunity of reading 
a letter which I have tliis day addressed to Sir R. Routli, containing detailed 
instructions for his guidance, and that of the officers employed imder him, in 
administering relief during the expected scarcity'. 

These instructions prescribe a plan of operations which, if properly en- 
forced, and properly supported by additional agency and additional supplies, 
as the occasion req^uires, will, I hox>e, do all that human aid can do to mitigate 
the calamity. 

The reliance I have upon your judgment and means of information is suclx, 
as to make me very anxious to know your opinion, first as to tlie probable 
extent of the scarcity, and the period when it is likely to commence in good 
earnest ; and secondly, as to the sufficiency of tlie means which have been 
ordered to be adopted to relieve it. 

I wish you particularly to understand that, although the general direction of 
the measures to be taken, and all the financial arrangements, will depend 
upon the officers employed under Sir R. Routh, we rely uj>on the constabulary 
and coast guard and revenue police to carry out the details of distribution. See., 
under their instructions ; and I am satisfied that, even among the subordinate 
officers belonging to those departments, those qualities are not wanting Avliich 
will make them firm and able managers and accurate accountants, in an 
undertaking of this descri])tion. 

In case more superior officers should be required to act under the immediate 
orders of Sir R. Routh than I could supply to my satisfaction, could you 
recommend one or more gentlemen of tried ability, trustwortbiness, and, if 
possible, knowledge of the countiy, wliose services would be available as long 
as they might be required for the performance of duties similar to those wliich 
are proposed to be entrusted to Assistant-Commissary-General Lister ? Bly 
fervent hope is, that no such additional appointments ivill he required ; but 
we ought to be prepared for the worst that can happen; and having now 
established our system, we must be ready to give the requisite extension to it 
as circumstances may require. 



Treasury BIincte, 

January 27, 1846. 

Write the Commissioners of Audit, acquainting them that my Ijords having 
occasion for the assistance of an experienced Commissariat officer as an accountant 
for a particular service of a temporary nature, are desirous of availing themselves 
of the services of Assistant Commissary-General Cameron, ivho is at present 
employed in their office. Their Lordships therefore request that tlie Commis- 
sioners of Audit will direct BIr. Cameron to report himself at this Board to receive 
instructions for his guidance ; and so soon as his assistance in the particubir duty 
alluded to can be dispensed with, he will be directed to rejoin the Audit Office. 



D2 
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Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, January 29, 1846. 

I HAVE the lioiiour to lay before you a copy of a letter dated Cork, 26th, 
instant, from Connuissary-General Hewetson, and to recommend his report of the 
hire of the I/ee premises to the favourable consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury at the increased rate, as the 
natural consequence of hiring these buildings for the shorter period. 

I find that the Ordnance have no disposable sacks of which we can avail ourselves. 

I have made application to Sir Edward Blakeney for a military guard, which 
will be afforded to Mr. Hewetson as soon as he thinks the time arrives to 
require it. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

Corh, January 26, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 24th inst., covering a 
communication from the Lords of the Treasury dated the 22nd; and with reference to that 
part of their Lordships' letter approving of the Lee Slills being hired for a period of six months, 
at the rate of .500A per annum, 1 have now to obser\‘e that on a closer inquiry, made subsequent 
to mv first report to you touching the hire of these premises, 1 was given to understand that, 
taken for a shorter period than twelve montlis certain, the rent would be at tlie rate of 600/. 
per annum. The caution I was bound to observe in the service on which I am engaged pre- 
vented me at the time obtaining correct information of the terms and conditions since made 
known to me, which I now enclose, together with a note of the extent and capabilities oC the 
granaries and mills. It being necessary that my decision thereon should be given not later 
man the 21st inst., and feeling extremely loth to risk by a further delay obtaining possession 
thereof) I took upon myself to direct the acceptance of Messrs. Beamish and Crawford’s terms 
accordingly ; and on a proper suwey, which will be made early this week, of the state and 
condition of the mills and premises, in order, fair wear and tear excepted, to their being ileli- 
vered back by me in a like state, I shall, on the behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, sign a 
lease thereof, executed in the usual manner. The rent I consider exceedingly low, more espe- 
cially as the proprietors will have to pay an extra and heavy premium on their policy of 
insurance from fire from the date of my taking over the buildings ; their situation is also very 
convenient for our purposes. I trust, therefore, under this explanation, my Lords will be 
pleased to sanction these proceedings. Touching (he security of the granaries, I would here 
observe that it is desirable they should be placed under the protection of a military guard. 
They stand in a retired neighbourhood in the outskirts of the city, on the southern bank of the 
northern clmnnel of the river Lee ; and though secure from access without by a good wall and 
fosse, a military guard for t!ie better protection of the valuable proiierly they will shortly con- 
tain is most important : fit accommodation can be afforded for their use within the gates, 
distinct from the exterior. I note their Lordships’ furtlier authority for the employment of such 
weighers and civil labourers as may be necessary. I shall also have to engage a foreman of 
millers, with a sufficient number of millers’ men to work the mills, observing these use fifteen 
pair of stones for grinding ; and as it is most essential that the foreman should not only be 
a trustw'orthy man, but a steady, practical craftsman, I would submit, if such a person could 
be lent for this service from Her Majesty’s mill premises in the Deptford Victualling-yard, 
I should feel more secure than with a stranger unconnected with the Government. 

Upon the subject of sacks fit to contain the meal, I cannot at present estimate, with any 
degree of accuracy, the number I shall require : 200,000 bushels of corn (New York dates of 
the 30th ult.) are advised as shipped and in coui-se of shipment. To sack the whole of this 
quantity when ground, each sack containing 2i cwt., forty thousand will be necessary ; but for 
use. a supply of five thousand will suffice. Their cost in Cork is quoted to me 1 j. lOf/ 
to 2s. 4d. each, taking a quantity ; the former (Is. lOd.) is, I should say, not sufficientlystroiit^ 
for carnage into the interior. The vessel now in port, the “ Adirondack,” as also those adviseef, 
the “ Atlas” and “ Harriet Rockwell,” are of heavy burthen, with a large draught of water’ 
!5ay eighteen feet : taking out the meal at Haulbowline will lighten them much; but I fiud 
ihey will require to be still further lightened at Passage, nine miles below the city, to enable 
them to come alongside the quays here. Those to follow, I observe from the information I have 
in possession from New York, will be handier vessels, with a draught of water more convenient 
to our purposes. The former I shall, according to the practice here, lighten to a fit drauo-ht 
by lighters, which are to he hired for such object. I shall also employ cartage to the mill 
premises, agreeing for both lighterage and cartage i^on terms conformable to the usao-e of this 
city. I am careful to put you in possession of ail this detail, to the end that their Lordships 
may be made aware of the expense which will necessarily be incurred in the execution of this 
responsible service. 

Scales, weights, and measures I shall endeavour to obtain on loan from the navy ; the ordi- 
nary implements necessary for the granaries, to be used in turning tlie grain, and keepinff the 
magazines in order, I purpose purchasing on the spot. ° 
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In closing this letter I would add, that deeming it my duty not to make myself too promi- 
nent in my official capacity, I have to the present conducted my arrangements in Cork through 
Messrs. N. and J. Cummins, the agents of Messrs. Baring Brothers^ but though it seems to 
me to be highly desirable the object of my mission should yet be kept as close as circumstances 
will permit, it will nevertheless, especially as Sir R. Peel has mentioned in the House of 
Commons that he had sent a Commissariat to Ireland, doubtless gradually become known. 

The accounts I hear of the progress of the potato disease, and in regard to seed potatoes, 
are very conflicting : in some localities there is much alarm, in others appearances are far 
more cheering ; but I should say until the beginning of March no correct opinion can be 
formed as to the sufficiency of good seed. 



Messrs. Beamish and Crawford to Messrs. N. and J. Cummins. 

Cork, January 14, 1846. 

You can have the Lee Mills as lately occupied by Mr. Lane, at the rate of 600Z. per 
annum, you engaging to hold them for a period of six months fi-om the 1st proximo, and to be 
given up at the expiration of such time ; you to give us notice, in writing, to that effect two 
months previously. 

You shall be at liberty to retain and occupy the same mills for twelve montlis, from the 1st 
proximo ; sav, by the month (after the expiration of the six mouths above provided for), at the 
rate of bOl. per month, giving the like notice of your intention to surrender (say two months). 

The mills to be given up in good order and condition as they shall be handed over, damage 
by fire excepted, subject to your acceptance within a week from this date. 



Lee Mi lls, situated on the Southern Bank of the Northern Channel of the River Lee, Cork. 

Description of the Premises. 

Stowage for 18,000 barrels of wheat or flour in the mill granaries; mills separate, in good 
order; 15 pair of grinding-stones, and 3 pair of shelling ditto; 2 kilns, 600 feet each, in 
perfect order, divided from the mills by iron sliding-doors; miller's house and office, and a 
bao’o’ed flour store : capable of grinding and dressing from 800 to 1000 barrels of grain each 
week ; and during the driest season of summer will keep three or four pair of stoiies icorkiny. 
Other premises within the same enclosure (a high substantial wall and fosse), but separated 
i'rom the mills by a wall with distinct entrance gates, called the Bretcery, with granaries to 
stow 60,000 barrels of wheat. 

Note . — Rent of Brewery premises, 300/. per annum ; or any part thereof at a proportionate 
rate. 



Messrs. N. and J. Cummins to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Cork, January 22, 1846. 

We have the honour to inform you that, in conformity with your instructions, we have 
noted to Messrs. Beamish and Cmwlbril, of tliis city, our acceptance of their offer of the Lee 
Mills, on the terms specified in their letter to us of the I4th inst., copy ot which we have 
already had the pleasure to hand you. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

CorlCi Janmry 31, 1846. 

I HAVE examined the-oats in charge of the Ordnance Storekeeper at Haul- 
howline ; they have heen in store since September 1843, and though in fair con- 
dition, being the black oat and very light, I am of opinion they are not of a fit 
quality to grind into meal for human food, except in a case of great emergency. 
Under these circumstances, and looking to the large supplies which will shortly be 
at our disposal for the relief of the digressed population in tliis country', I would 
suggest their being, as recommended by Mr. Booth in his letter to the Board of 
Ordnance, kept as a reserve for tliel cavalry and artillery horses until the 
approaching season, when, if not used as forage, they may be sold, and replaced, 
if requisite, by a fresh supply. The Ordnance Storekeeper, Mr. Atkinson, in 
whose care they ai-e at Haulbowline, agrees with me that one-half of the stor^ 
room now appropriated for the oats, can, without either detriment or inconveni- 
ence, he made over to me for warehousing Indian com meal. I therefore request 
the necessary instructions may be sent him to evacuate such portion for my use 

accordingly. ^ / i cc a i ” 

I take this occasion to acquaint you with the arrival at Cove of the “ Atlas, a 
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2184 Barrels, and vessel of 1.11'ge toiluage, with Indian cora, as per margin, for our seiTice. I have all 
this week been waiting for the orders of Blessrs. Baring, from London, to take 
3215-6 Bushels of over the cargo of the “Adirondack,” already reported to you, being anxious to 
Corn. carry up the grain to test our mill-stones, and put the mills into immediate ojiera- 
tion. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot has acquainted me that Her IMajesty’s steamer 
“ Dee,” is at my disposal for lh.e service coastu’ays. 

I take this occasion to add, that having sent Mr. Jones, Assistant Storekeeper, 
to Hiinlbowline, I shall require an Assistant Storekeeper hero, and under the re- 
commendation of Messrs. aud J. Cummins, copy subjoined, 1 have, subject to 
their Lordships’ approval, engaged Mr. lUichael Riordan in that capacit}^ upon the 
terms, 1^. per day, and lodging (which I propose giving him on the Lee Mill 
premises). Plis long experience in charge of grain stoi-es, and the high character 
^iven him, are strong recommendations in favour of his em])loyment ; he will be put 
into the premises when given up to me by the proprietoi-s, say about the ;jrd or 4th 
instant. As the service progresses, I shall require another Assistant Storekeeper, 
of u’hich you shall have due note. 



Enclosure. 

Messrs. N. and J. Cummins to Comtnissarj'-General Hewetson. 

Anderson's Quay, Cork, January 29, 1846. 

^ The bearer, Michael Riordan, has been for nearly tliirty years in the employment of 
members of our family, during which lime he has conducted himself in situations of trust with 
strict integrity and correctness. He perfectly understands the lofting and warehouse-manao^e- 
ment of corn ; and we beg leave to recommend him to a favourable notice, should a persoif in 
his caijjcity be required at the Lee Mills. ^ 



Treasury Mikute on the above. 

Fehmary G, 1844. 

Witli reference to Uiiit part of Mr. Hewetsoii’s letter in which he states his 
opinion that the oats in charge of tlie Ordnance Storekeeper at Haulbowline are not 
ot a tit quality to grind into meal for human food, except in a case of great emer- 
gency, and that one-hail of the storeroom now appropriated for the oats, may, 
Without deiriment, be made over to him for warehousing Indian corn, state that 
their Lordships have caused the Master-General and Board to be informed that 
under the Circumstances reported by I\Ir. Hesvetson, the oats in question may be 
considered to be re-appropriated to the Ordnance service, and the Master-General 
and Board have also been requested to give directions for such arrangements to be 
made m reierence to the nianuer in which the oats are stored, as will allow of as 
much room as possible being left for warehousing the Indian corn meal 

llieir Lordships approve of Mr. Hewetson having engaged Mr. Michael Riordan 
as assistanLstorekeeper, for the temporary service at the Lee hlills, upon the terms 
1 diem, and lodging on the premises. 

Transmit an extinct from Mr. Hewetson's letter to the Secretary to the 
Ordnance, and request that he will state to the Master-General aud Board that 
under the circumstances reported hy Mr. Hewet.son, the oats in store at Haiil- 
bowlme may he considered to he re-appropriated to the Ordnance service 

Also request that he will move the Master-General and Board to give instruc- 
tions for such arraugements to be made in reference to the manner in which the 

hoiin7.hSarcr„:“r “ P“->Me^eing left for ware! 



Lieut.-Colonel M‘Gregor to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin Casik, Januai'y 31, 1846. 

B 1-eplying to your letter of the Seth untd I should see 

bir It Routh s mstructions. oiiumu. hce 

If they are to be carried out to the letter, the only observation I would venture 
to make upon them is, that they seem rather too detailed. I have promised to 
giie Sir Kandolph constabulary escorts for his provisions in relote pkces 
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where the service of tvoox^s camiot he commanded ; but I cannot alFord, what 
will be indispensable, pennanent guards over the different stores, until you 
place us, as the Premier proposes, under the payment of tlie Treasury, w^henwe 
shall be at your seiwicein all manner of ways. 

I have therefore suggested to the Commissary-General to resort to the assist- 
ance of the military pensioners, a few of whom might be placed on permanent 
duty for the purpose ; but I liave reminded him of the expediency of storing 
only at such places as contain troops, or comparatively large jjarties of 
constabulary. 

We must not judge of the probable inteiwity of distress in any given 
locality by the extent of the general scarcity. In truth, I do not think that 
throughout Ireland the potato crop is one-ninth, or at most one-eighth, below 
an average siijiply. Our difficulties, however, will arise from the very unequal 
distribiiiion o f the sound potatoes ; large areas of country being almost entirely 
exempted from the disease, while innumerable insulated sj^ots or districts are 
ax)proaching rapidly to, total destitution; about 450 cases of this kind have 
already been reported, and I should not be surprised if this number were 
doubled before the 1st of March. 

It seems impossible to state with any degree of accuracy when scarcity will 
overtake us in good earnest; but I would lain hope that, if the evil day could 
be post{^oncd for another month or six weeks, vast numbers of the able-bodied 
men would then find the usual remuneration for labour, which would enable 
them to hold on, say to the beginuiiig of May. or even later. 

But should the Government be obliged, in the meantime, to afford pecuniaiy 
aid in even a few cases, the demands will speedily become very urgent 
and general. 

Four methods of meeting the coming distress present themselves : — 

1. — By public works under the Board of Works, agreeably to the 1 Vic., — 

I forget the chapter. 

2. — By public works of a more local character than the foregoing, the 
expense of ■which should be borne partly by the Treasurj-, and partly by com- 
pulsory assessment on the i:arish, barony, or poor law union in whicii they are 
executed. 

3 . — By private works, such as draining, the expense of which must be 
advanced by Government upon good security, and with a fair interest on the 
sums advanced. 

4. — By the sale at reduced prices, or by gratuitous distril^uticn, of food on 
the x>art of tbe Government. 

As public works will not be possible in numerous localities where distress 
may prevail, I should like to see the third plan pressed forward ; but the land- 
lords, I fear, are so embarrassed and so apathetic, that I entertain no very san- 
guine expectation from their exertions. 

It is needless to observe, that the gratuitous distribution of food by tlie 
Government ought only to be resorted to in the very last extremity. 

B'ut, concurrently with any of the preceding schemes, the Government stores 
might be opened for the sale of provisions at cost prices. ^ 

In this respect, the police might render you good service. 

If you require, as I think you may, some of our officers to act under Sir 
R. Routh, I can recommend many possessing all the qualifications you refer to. 

I regret that from the absence in Limerick of one officer, a.nd tlie sickness of 
another of those attached to my office, I am so jwessed for time that I cannot 
enlarge on the subject now under consideration. 



Sir R. Routh to hir. Trevelyan. 

Diiblin, Felruary I, 1841. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the arrival of 
Comraissaiw General Coffin ; and with reference to tbe instruchons conveyed in 
your communication. No. 15, of the 26th ultimo, I have thought it prudent that we 
should read over and consider them together, and the various other letters in rela- 
tion to them, so that we might mutually understand and act upon them in the same 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




24 



COMMISSARIAT. 



sense ; and witli tliis view I have caused a written memorandum to be dra^m up 
in which we both concur, as well for our own as tbeir Lordships’ information. 

In this paper the duties of Mr. Coffin are defined, as well as the extent of his 
charge, and a plan submitted for the department to be attached to him for their 
execution. 



Enclosure. 

Notes ou the Instructions to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, dated 26th Januaiy, 1846. 

It appears from this enumeration, that the supply of Indian corn and meal frotn Ame- 
rica, of the order now executed, will amount to 285,000 barrels of Indian corn, and 18,000 
barrels of Indian meal ; and it is desirable to know the whole quantity that may be expected j 
that the biscuit and oats in depSt in Ireland will be available only as a resource for im- 
mediate ueed, as they must be replaced out of other supplies of the same kind; and that sup- 
plies of biscuit, oatmeal, and perhaps rice, to an extent not yet ascertained, can, if netful, be 
provided from the naval depots and markets in Engknd, exclusive of the purchases which may 
be made in the markets of Ireland in case of necessity. 

Witii reference to this iiifortnallon, it seems desirable to ascertain what supplies of any kind, 
applicable to the relief of distress in Ireland, are now actually available in the public stores, or 
otherwise at the certain disposal of the government. Without this information it is difficult to 
determine whether or not further purchases will be advisable; but, at any rate, it does not 
seem likely that supplies of biscuit, or of rice, will be desirable to any great extent, if a suf- 
ficiency of oatmeal can be procured. 

The general expediency of these restrictions cannot be questioned, but it may admit of doubt 
in particular cases. At Sligo, for instance, there is reason to believe that an abundant supply 
of food in the shape of oats must exist in the hands of the little farmers by whom they are 
grow'n, whose fair market would be seriously injured by the introduction of any large supplies 
of food from without. In the opposite case, if it exist anywhere, it would be mauifestly expe- 
dient to purchase supplies on the spot at any reasonable prictrs, rather than allow them to be 
exported on speculation ; and, again, it may be presumed that, at a distance from the coast, it 
will usually be more economical to make purchases in the neighbourhood of a distressed dis- 
trict, than to transport supplies from a maritime depot. Under these considerations it may be 
advisable that some latitude should be allowed to the discretion of the officers employed. 

There is great reason to doubt the practicability of procuring transport, in the districts 
where distress will chiefly prevail, by the ordinary mode of public competition. It appears 
from Lieutenant Colonel* M‘Grcgor’s information, that public advertisements, of any kind, 
could scarcely reach the knowledge of the parties by whom alone the means of conveyance 
must be furnished, and that the transport, required for Government purposes of any kind, is 
usually procured through the police, who are always' well informed both of the parties capable 
of being employed, atid of the customary rales of the district. Considering, moreover, tlmt the 
unavoidable publicity of the arrangements connected with public competition, and formal con- 
tracts, would increase the risk of the supplies in transit, and, consequently, require additional 
precautions for their security, and also tend to magnify the apparent extent of the distress to 
be provided for, it does not seem advisable to depart on this occasion from the ordinary course 
of proceeding to which the people are accustomed. 

The pereonal assi.stance required by Commissary General Coffin, in the western district, 
remains to be provided for, and the following establishment appeai-s to be that which he will 
need, viz. : — His own head-quarters being fixed at Limerick, but his district comprising all 
the country between the counties of Limerick and upper part of Kerryjn the south, and that 
of Donegal in the north iiicliaive, and from the right bank of the Shannon, to the sea, in 
various parts of which his presence will frequently be required, it is requisite that a confidential 
officer should be stationed at Limerick, competent not only to the immediate charge of the 
depot, and surrounding district (which will comprise Clare, the coast of Galway, and the 
northern part of Kerry, besides the navigation of the Lower Shannon), but to cany on the 
general duties of the districl in Mr. Coffin’s absence. He will need the assistance of a clerk 
for the accounts and correspondence, and as he must be always at his station, it is proposed 
that two of the officers of the constabulary, employed on a former occasion at 5 j. each per 
diem, (sub-inspectors Griffin and Hemsworth) should also be stationed at Limerick, to be 
employed as occasion may require. 

As depxjts must be formed both at Sligo and Atblone, with extensive districts dependent on 
them, an officer will be required at each, the former having charge of the counties of Donegal, 
Sligo, and Mayo, the latter of those of Roscommon, and the interior of Galway, together with 
the navigation of the Upper Shannon. To each of them it is proposed to attach an intelligent 
non-commission^ officer of the constabulary, at the pay of 2s, 6d. per diem, besides which 
three non-commissioned officers of the pensioners have been recommended by the Commander 
of the Forces as efficient and trustworthy persons to be employed as storekeepers, whose remu- 
neration would be at the rate of 2s. 6d. per diem each. 

According to the extent and apprehended wants of the western district, as above defined 
it does not seem possible that a smaller establishment will suffice. ^ 

There is reason to expect the most cordial assistance from these departments, and the Com- 
mander of the Forces promises guards for depots wherever circumstances may permit, while 
the Constabulary will give escorts and local surveillance, but cannot offer permaiient guards 
because this is a duty which would be incompatible with their employment as policemen ’ 
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The present state of the law with respect to out-door relief seems to throw some doubt upon 
the extent to which the Boards of Guardians may become the medium of assistance, as here 
proposed; but measures are preparing by the Commission, which, if adopted by the govern- 
ment, will obviate this difficulty, and enable them to act, as well as provide for other questions 
of a similar kind that may otherwise arrive. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 3, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routli thaj; their Lordships have, as suggested by him, ap- 
pointed Deputy Commissary-General Kearney to act under the orders of Com- 
missary-Geaeral Coffin in the execution of the measures for the relief of sufferiu.^ 
from tlie expected scarcity on the ■western coast of Ireland ; and Sir R. Rout'h 
is at liberty to call upon Deputy Commissary-General Kearney immediately for 
service. 

Commissariat Clerk Rolleston has been appointed to assist Commissary-General 
Coffin in conducting his correspoudeniie and accounts. 

It is their Lordships’ wish that no further appointments should be made for the 
service in that quarter, and no measures should be taken for the formation of 
depots of food, until Commissary-General Coffin shall have arrived at his destina- 
tion, and shall have been enabled to report more in detail on the measures to be 
adopted. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Route. 

Treasury, February 3, 1346. 

I FEEL satisfied that you "will concentrate your vffiole energies on 
the direct and practical measures for the relief of the suffering to be anticipated 
from the impending scarcity. 

Whether ive regard the possible extent of that suffering, the suddenness -with 
which it may come upon us in various points, or the fearful consequences of its 
not being promptly relieved, the subject is one which calls for all our foresight 
and power of arrangement. 

That indirect permanent advantages will accrue to Ireland from the scarcity, 
and the measures taken for its relief, I entertain no doubt ; but if we were to 
pursue these incidental objects to the neglect of any of the precautions 
immediately required to save the people from actual starvation, oui* respon- 
sibility w’ould be fearful indeed. 

Besides, the greatest improvement of all which could take place in Ireland 
would be, to teach the people to depend upon themselves for developing the 
resources of their country, instead of having recourse to the assistance of the 
Government on every occasion. Much has been done of late years to put this 
important matter on its proper footing ; but if a firm stand is not made against 
the prevailing disposition to take advantage of this crisis to break do'UTi .all 
barriers, the true permanent interests of the country will, I am convinced, 
suffer in a manner which will be irreparable in our time. 

Up to the present date, nothing has, so far as I am aware, been done which 
should prevent a perfectly sound line from being taken, and one ■which will 
bear looking back upon, after the excitement arising from present circumstances 
shall have passed away. 

Your official letter of the 1st instant, and its enclosure, are of such a 
thoroughly practical character that, by taking up the several paragraphs 
seriatim, and commenting freely upon them, I shall he able to come to a satis- 
factory understanding viith you on every point. 

I continue to be of opinion that we ought to rely upon the organised 
establishments and active discipline of the constabulary and revenue forces, for 
the persons to be employed in responsible, though subordinate situations, such 
as the charge of detached depots. The officers, and otheis of the police and 
coast guard acquitted themselves, I believe, greatly to their credit in charge of 

E 
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the oatmeal stations on the coast of Donegal, under Sir J. Hill, in 1836 ; and 
it is reasonable to expect that persons whose prospects in life depend entirely 
upon their giving satisfaction in the public departments to which they belong, 
will exert themselves more, and be more trustworthy, than those who have 
been suddenly called from private life, and may therefore be tempted to make 
the most of the opportunity to lay up a store for future use. 

I have no suggestion to make for the improvement of the plan of an 
estahlisliment sketched by you for Mr. Coffin. It appears to embrace every 
important point. 

A Commissary-General to superintend the entire western district Irom 
Kerry to Donegal, with a clerk, and two officers of the constabulary for his 
personal staff. 

A Commissariat Officer in charge of the depdt at Limerick, with a clerk and 
a storekeeper. 

Another officer at Athloue, with a non-commissioned officer of the con- 
stabulary and a storekeeper. 

And a similar establishment at Sligo. 

You may therefore consider this outline as so far settled, and remaining to 
be filled up at such times, and to such extent, as the progress of events may 
require; it being of the utmost importance that our measures should not 
precede the actual necessity of the case. 

In order that I may complete tliis part of the subject, I will tell you all tlie 
persons I liave in view as fit to be employed in the highest capacities under you 
and Mr. Coffin. 

The consequences of inefficiency in this temporary service would be so 
friglitful, that the only consideration in making appointments must be, who the 
person is wlio possesses in the Inghest degree the requisite qualifications for the 
particular duty. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 4, 1846. 

The cordial assistance you are receiving from Sir Edward Blakeney, and 
the favourable effect this must have on all imder his influence, is very gratifying 
to me. 

To proceed to the subject of supplies. 

The oats in store at the different stations in Ireland are not suited for human 
food until they are ground ; and it is doubtful whether they will even then be 
available, for Mr. Hewetson reports that those in store at Cork are black oats, 
and not fit to be groimd. 

The biscuits may be useful on an emergency ; but it should be remembered 
that they arc costly, and may be required for the troops ; while, on the other 
hand, they may deteriorate from longer keeping, and if they are not ultimately 
required in Ireland for any purpose, will have to be sent back at a heavy 
expense of carriage. 

The following note, which I have just received from Mr. Meek, will show 
you how far we may rely upon tlie Deptford Mill for the supply of oatmeal. 

“ The quantity of oatmeal in store at Deptford is 5,696 bushels, or about 
“ 120 tons. 

“ The machinery is, at present, stopped for some alterations, but will be at 

work again in about a w’eek, when 25 tons per week will be manufactured.” 

But the great source of supply on which we have to work is the Indian corn. 
Me shall soon have an ample stock of this to meet any emergency; and a 
steam-vessei has been placed at Mr. Hewetson s disposal, to convey it promptly 
to any part of the coast at which it may be required. Moreover, as the Indian 
corn has been procured from America for the express purpose of relievino' the 
suffering Irish, it is a fmid entirely appropriated to that object, and cTuo-ht 
to be used m preference to every thing else when the case admits of it. I send 
you copies, as I receive them, of the advices from Messrs. Baring, showin<^ the 
gradual accumulation of the stock in Cork. ° 

A final resource might he found in the purchase of oatmeal, which might be 
made on a large scale at Glasgow, and, if I am rightly informed, at Belfast. 
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You allude to tlie earlj- formation of depots at Limerick. Atlilone, and 
Sligo. 

As Limerick and Sligo are on the sea-coast, the stock to ho laid in at those 
places ought to be Indian com meal. 

As regards Atlilone, which is far inland, tlie matter admits of more doul)t ; 
but even there, we have the navigation of the Shannon, and the canals which 
connect Dublin with the interior of Ireland. 

I must, however, again urge upon you, that, both as respects the pushing out 
oiu* establishments and the formation of depots, our measures ouaiht to be taken 
so as to relieve immwent distress, and to avoid giving encouragement to 
unfomided complaint or interested reliance upon the Government. On this 
pomt I cannot express myself better than in the words of Col. M'Gregor in a 
note I received from liim dated on the last day of last moutli: “ I would fain 
“ hope that if the evil day could be postponed for another month or six weeks, 
“ vast numbers of able-bodied men would then find the usual remuneration for 
“ labour, which would enable them to hold on, say to the beginning of May, or 
“ even later. But should the Government be obliged, in the mean time, to 
“ afford pecuniary aid in even a few cases, the demands will speedily become 
“ very urgent and general.” 

On the other hand, the precautions you will take to avoid tlie evils to be 
expected from over haste, will be limited by the serious obligation and respon- 
sibility you vrill be under to take effective steps to provide suitable and 
adequate relief for every proved case of impending destitution in any 
locality. 

You and Mr. Coffin justly observe that our direction not to purchase 
supplies on the spot may unavoidably be departed from in particular instances. 
All that it is in the power of the directing authority to do, is to lay down 
general principles of action, which ivill be liable to be modified in the execution 
according to varied and pressing circumstances of the service. After a 
careful re-perusal of this part of the instructions, and comparing it with your 
observations upon it, I feel satisfied that the general principles which have 
been laid down are sound and correct, and I know them to be fully justified 
by the experience of former cases of the distribution of relief in Ireland. 
The rules laid domi by the Treasury regarding the purchase of provisions 
where it may be necessary to purchase, ought not to be deimi-ted from without 
satisfactory reason being shown for the coui-se adopted, and, even then, the 
departure from the rule ought to be as slight as possible, and the principle of 
the instruction should be preserved, even where the letter of it is deviated from. 
In no case short of there being no other available means of relieving people 
from actual starvation, ought purchases to be made from persons who are neg- 
lecting their own duty, and making a profit out of the distresses of the people 
and the liberality of the Government. 

Under the circumstances explained ijy you, those passages of the instructions 
which direct that land carriage should be provided % the officers acting under 
you, and by public competition, may be considered as rescinded, and we shall 
understand that carriage will be provided ]jy the police at the fixed rates in use 
in that department. The other directions under the head of carriage appear to 
be quite applicable. 

I have now noticed every point which requii-es notice in your official letter 
of the 1st instant, and the notes upon our instructions enclosed in it 

In some former private letters to me you alluded to the difficulty likely to be 
experienced in inducing the land-owners and other persons possessed of property 
to contribute towards the relief of the distress. 



No doubt, such difficulty will be experienced ; but whether it will prevail 
or not to the cutting off of this great and wholesome source of relief, will 
depend upon whether the officers of Government firmly oppose themselves to 
such selfi.sh dereliction of duty, and make the persons ■nho are possessed of 
property in each locality feel the full extent of their responsibility, or whether 
they yield to it, and take the entire responsibility of providing the relief upon 
the Government. 



I w'ill not dwell upon the Poor-Law', under wliich the obligation of relieving 
the destitute has become the legal obligation of persons possessed of property, 
and a well organized machinery has been established throughout tlie country 

E2 
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for the accomplishment of this object. To communicate with, and to assist the 
Boards of Guardians, null be one of the most essential duties of the officers 
acting imder you. 

As regards large proprietors and others from whom special assistance may be 
expected in particular localities, your officers should communicate with them 
in the manner which was practised by Captain Chads in 1839. They should 
spare no effort in bringing the nature and extent ol the distress, and the proper 
means of relieving it, distinctly before them. If the agents of absent proprietoi-s 
are deaf to the obvious calls of duty, a direct communication should be opened 
with the proprietors themselves, and a distinct Report should be made both ol 
those who do, and of those who do not contribute in each locality, with the 
substance of the answers returned by those who refuse to give in proportion to 
their interest in the locality. 

The lauded proprietors and others have not been found wanting on former 
occasions of distress in Ireland. You will see from Captain Chads’ Report, 
that considerable sums were subscribed in 1839, and the manner in which the 
Kerry landownei’s came forward in last on the first alarm ol 

the expected scarcity, shows that this spirit is still alive ; and their example 
would probably have been already more extensively followed if an impression 
had not been allowed to gain ground from an early period of the present 
proceedings, that the Government intended to take the whole burthen on itself. 
Tlie iandowuei’s and the upper classes generally, are at least as well off now as 
they were in 1839; .and it cannot be imagined that they have retrograded iu 
kind and liberal feeling, or, I should rather say, in a conscientious discharge of, 
their most obvious duties since that date. 

I requested Col. M'Gregor to give me his opinion on the Treasury 
instructions, and the answer lie has made is, “ If they are to he carried out to 
“ the letter, the only observation I would venture to make upon them is, that 
“ they seem rather too detailed.” In 'reply to this I would observe, that 
the “ Rules under which relief is to he afforded ” had to be prepared in order to 
meet all the different circumstances under which the emergency is likely to 
press upon us; and if each probable state of circumstances be considered 
separately, I do not think the rules will be found to be more detailed than the 
occasion requires. 

The different modes of proceeding prescribed in each case, are founded on the 
experience of former occasions of scarcity, and the additional observations 
introduced have reference to the new and invaluable machinery for the relief 
of the poor, which has been established by the Poor Law since the last scai'city 
occurp^. 

Col. IM'Gregor lays stress upon opening Government stores in the neighbour- 
hood of distressed localities for the sale of provisions at cost price, concurrently 
with otlier plans of relief, and in this I entirely agree with him. Besides 
keeping private dealers in check, such stores would provide the material ibr 
eveiy other kind of machineiy for the relief of distress, and would fiirnish such 
facilities to the Boards of Guardians, local committees, and individual men of 
property, as would leave them without excuse if they failed to do their duty. 

It is veiy important that you should steadily act upon the rule that private 
parties are not to be entrusted with food for distribution which has not been 
furnished to them at their own expense, ajid that if, in any case, a last necessity 
should arise for gratuitous distribution, that distribution must be made by the 
officers of Government themselves according to the best information they can 
obtain. 



Jlr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 5, 1846. 

It will be satisfactory to you to know that the Chancellor of tlie 
Exchequer has attentively ^ read the entries of my letters to you, dated re- 
spectively the 3rd, and 4th instant, and that he entirely approves of them. 

They are to he considered as demi-official, and separate official replies to 
the same effect n ill be returned to those parts of your official letters wdiich 
require an answer. 
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I shall Ise obliged to you to send Mr. CofSn copies of my letters to you of 
the 3rd and 4 th instant, n’hich I consider a more convenient course than my 
sending them to him myself, as it will enable you to make any passing 
observation that may appear to you to be req^uired ou any passages in them. 



Jlr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, February 6, 1846. 

It is very important, not only as regards the settlement of accounts with 
Messrs. Baring, but also to meet any objections that may hereafter be raised to 
the quality of the Indian corn in any part of Ireland, that the cargoes should 
be accurately surveyed as they arrive. 



jMr. Trevelyan to i\Iessr&. Baring Brothers and Co. 

Treasury, February 6, 1846. 

I shall be glad to have the opinion of your Firm on the following 
extract of a letter I have received this morning from Mr. Hewetson. 

In the case of shipments made for the public service by Government depart- 
ments, we are satisfied with a survey by naval or military officers ; but, as in 
the present instance, the settlement of ti'ausactions between the Government 
and your Firm is involved, the mode adopted for making the survey should be 
such as would he satisfactory to you. 

Whatever mode is adopted, I think a public officer ought to have a voice in 
the proceedings, and the simplest and safest arrangement perhaps would be, 
that there should be one person on our part, and another on yours, with a 
power of calling in a third party, in case of a difference of opinion. 

As I am anxious to send Mr. Hewetson an answer by return of post, I slxall 
be obliged to you to take the matter into j our immediate consideration. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Jlessrs. Baring Brothers and Co. 

Treasury, February 6, 1S46. 

I ii.A^YE ti'ansmitted to Mr. Hewetson a copy of your note to me of this 
morning, in regard to the survey of the cargoes of Indian com and meal, and 
have stated to him my opinion, that one officer carefully selected from any 
branch of the service, acting in conjunction with an agent of your Firm, and 
ivith a power of reference, in case of difference of opinion, to any third party 
on whom they may mutually agree, will best meet the case. 

I shall be obliged to you to send corresponding instructions to your agent at 
Cork. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 7, 1846. 

Ip circumstances should oblige us to have recourse to other persons, as 
Superintendents, in addition to those whom the Commissariat department can 
supply, I entirely agree with you, thtft only such persons should be em|)loyed 
as can be depended upon for rendering and enforcing upon others an accurate 
account of the means placed at their disposal ; but, consistently with this, I 
consider that it would be a great advantage to have in these situations officers 
of established reputation, for, besides the really responsible and difficult nature 
of the service, we must endeavour to select those who would have weight with 
the various local bodies and individuals with whom they would have to act. I 
hope, however, that the occasion for emplojdng additional agency will not 
arise. 

We have had applications from Sligo, as well as Limerick, for grinding 
Indian corn, but, fortunately, the arrangements which have been made will 
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enable us to grind all we want at our own mills, without giving a preference 
to anybody. 

The 4000 barrels of Indian corn meal which Mr. Hewetson has ready at 
Cork, will enable you to form a depot at Limerick as soon as it is refpiired ; 
and I have no doubt that Ivir. Hewetson has made the same suggestion to you 
which he has mentioned in a private letter to me, that a few simple directions 
ill a large print, on a single half sheet of paper, will be required to instruct the 
eaters of the meal how to convert it into porridge in their iron pots. 

I understand our Commissariat operations, speaking generally, to he suhsi- 
diaiy to the various arrangements for employing the people in the distressed 
localities in useful works, and to be intended to provide, so far as may he 
necessary, supplies of food, which will either be purchased from the Commis- 
sariat in the gross, with funds provided by Parliament, or raised by local rates 
and contributions, for carrying out those arrangements, and will then he distri- 
buted in the shape of wages or will be purchased in detail by the labourers 
themselves from low money wages, to be obtained by them by means of the 
works to be carried on. 



Treasukt Minute. 

Fehmaryl, 1846. 

\Yrite to Sir R. Routli that my Lords entirely approve of the measures taken by 
Commissary-General Hewetson to secure the early discharge of the cargoes of the 
“Adirondack” and “ Atlas.” 

If the store-room now at Mr. Hewetsou’s disposal should not be sufficient for the 
grain and meal, for the warehousing of which he will have to provide their Lord- 
ships sanction his hiring the granaries adjoining the Lee Mills for six months, 
provided they can be obtained on reasonable terms, with a power of retaining them 
on the same terms from time to time for a period not exceeding in the whole 
twelve month.s. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 7, 1846. 

It will occur to you from my previous communications, that the holders of 
wheat and oats are obliged to look for a market, as from the sale of these supplies 
they pay their rent and spring labour, and if they cannot sell these articles at home, 
they must export them to have the means to meet then- liabilities. 

In parts of Connaught the people have prevented the exportation, and a military 
force was ordered to Galway to stop these proceedings. 

Thus the purchase of supplies, if the occasion calls for it, under such circum- 
stances on the spot, which must otherwise he exported, or which if left might be 
an incitement to outrage, presents a new feature, whicli will influence their Lord- 
ships’ general views on this subject. 

I have very little faith in voluntary contributions ; not that I underrate the pa- 
triotism of the landholders, but it is a levy of funds so unequal in its division, 
Msting, not on the means, hut the generosity of the donor, that a general preference 
IS given to a rate on the locality as the most impartial and most sure. All our 
evidence goes to establish this fact. 

I regret to say that my apprehensions in regard to seed potatoes are increased 
but there is one good point in it, that the people are disposed to make au early 
planting in March, which will be the means of saving from consumption a large 
quantity of seed. ° 

The seed that will be planted uill he very much below the average of other 
years. • ° 

The Govei-nment cannot interpose efficiently, certainly not now, if they may be 
able to do so hereafter; for, until March, no one can be sure where the great defi- 
ciency or where the great surplus may be. The greatest disappointment has oc- 
curred, where there was the greatest confidence, and it is only the fact on which we 
can rely, when the time of planting is at hand. 
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Seed potatoes will be veiy dear, and some of the farmers are asking for loans 
for which they offer a rate, to give them the means of purchase, and others, exag- 
gerating beyond all bounds the Government supply of Indian corn, are alarmed for 
the depreciation of their stock of oats. 

I hope \vith prudence and a fair exercise of judgment, winch I trust their Lord- 
sliips will concede to me, that these difficulties will be met ; but there is this differ- 
ence between the present scarcity and those of previous years, that the latter Avere 
limited to a distinct point, while this is dotted all over the country, and rendere the 
same measures frequently inapplicable. 

M^e have very bad accounts from Armagh, Louth, Meaih, Kilkenny, and Wa- 
terford ; but I look in the spring to the emigration into England and Scotland for 
labour as a reasonable prospect of relief. I calculate that the different railroads 
in progress will require additional labour, and that here there is a superabundance 
of it ; and that, as the season advances, the two demands will find their level and 
natural adjustment. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Februai'y 10, 1S46. 

Write to Sir R. Routli, and state that their Lordships have particularly adverted 
to those parts of his letters, dated the 1st and 7th instant, in which several cir- 
cumstances are alluded to by him, under which it might be advisable to depart 
from the instructions of this Board, directing that the purchase of food of any kind 
in Ireland should not be resorted to, except on the failure of all other means of 
obtaining the requisite supplies ; and that if, in any cases, it should be absolutely 
necessary to make purchases of oatmeal in Ireland, such purchases should not be 
made in the immediate neighbourhood of the locality where the oatmeal will have 
to be distributed ; and that they should not, under any circumstances, he made from 
persons who may reasonably be presumed to have influenced the representations 
which led to provision being made for the relief of the particular locality. 

After carefully reconsidering this part of their instructions, dated 26th ultimo, 
with reference to Sir R. Routh’s observations, their Lordships continue to be of 
opinion that the general principles which have been laid down in these instructions 
are sound and correct, and are fully justified by the experience of former cases of 
the distribution of relief in Ireland. 

Independently of the advantage to be obtained by adding to the stock of food in 
Ireland, and keeping down local prices, it is absolutely uecessaiy that the relief 
should, in every possible case, be given iu such manneras will occasion the least 
practicalde expenditure of the public money, and will preclude all suspicion of 
interested private objects being successfully pressed upon the Government in con- 
nection with the measures for the relief of distress arising from scarcity of 
food. 

It is therefore their Lordships’ desire that the Indian corn Avhich has been obtained 
fi-om America on reasonable terms, and has been expressly appropriated to this 
object, should be brought into use in preference to everything else, in eveiy case 
in Avhicli it may be necessary to provide supplies of food. 

If, in any instance, owing to the expense of land-carriage, or any other cause, it 
may l»ecome necessary to deviate from the instructions of this Board in regard to 
the sources from which supplies of food are to be obtained, a detailed explanation 
should be immediately furnished of the circumstances wliich led to such necessity; 
but even in these cases their Lordships desire that the departure from the rule may 
he as slight as possible, and that the principle of their instructions may be pre- 
served, although the letter may be departed from. 

Under the circumstances detailed in the memorandum enclosed in Sir R. Routh’s 
letter dated the 1st instant, their Lordships desire that those passages of the in- 
structions, dated 26th ultimo, which direct that land-carriage should be provided 
hy the offi.ce^'s acting under Sir R. Routh, aud ly puhlic competition, may be con- 
sidered as rescinded ; and that it may be understood tliat laud-carriage will be 
provided by the police at the fixed rates in use in that department. The other 
directions contained in the instructions, under the head of conveyance, appear to he 
quite applicable to the circumstances of this service. 
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Blr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 11, 1846. 

I SEND for your private information an extract from a letter from Captain 
Maconochie, late Superintendent of the Convict Establishment at Norlolk 
Island, on the use of Indian com meal, and an answer to it, by Mr. Robertson, 
the American Consul at Bremen. 

It is right that you should be fully acquainted with every doubt and dilfa- 
culty that may be suggested, in order that you may be prepared to meet any 
objections that may be started ; but it is important that you should con- 
fine yourself to answering or providing a remedy for sueh objections as they 
arise,* and should not allow any expression implying a doubt of the efficiency 
of our means to escape you. 

The first introduction of the use of Indian corn will, of course, require care 
and precaution ; but it is found to be a wholesome and agreeable food by such 
multitudes of people in other countries, as to preclude the possibility of its 
being really objectionable. 



Mr. Treyely.^n lO the Secretary to the Ordnance. 

Treasuiy, February 11, 1846. 

There is an urgent necessity for a large supply of sacks to hold Indian 
corn meal at Cork,' and" I shall be obliged to you to inform me, with as little 
delay as possible, what number could be furnished at once from the Ordnance 
stores at the Tower, or elsewhere. 

I should also be glad to know, at your leisure, at what price, and in wliat 
quantities, sacks might be purchased fit for this service, in case it should be 
nece^ary to purchase. 

Weniay require as many as 15,000, or 20,000, if the price at which they 
are ofiered is reasonable, as compared with that at which we have ascertained 
that they may be had elsewhere. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Secretary to the Ordnance. 

Treasury, February 11, 1846. 

As it w'ould be hazardous to send a considerable number of sacks to 
Commissary-General Hewetson without being certain that they arc of the kind 
required, I shall he obliged to you to procure the issue of immediate orders for 
six sacks of each of the kinds in store at the Tow’er to I^e sent by the next steam- 
packet which utII leave the river for Cork, consigned to Commissanj-General 
Heicetson, care of Messrs. Cimmins, Andersons Quay, Cork. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, February 12, 1846. 

In continuation of my letter of yesterday on the subject of sacks, I have 
to suggest that, besides the specimens of sacks -which the Ordnance are to send 
you, you should send us two or three specimens of the description of sack W'hicli 
you require, witli a particular statement of prices, &c. 

This will give greater certainty to our arrangements. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, February 14, 1846. 

I ENCLOSE a note from Mr. Robertson, and a specimen of his parched 

meal. 

He furnished me ■with the following verbal information, in answer to your 
ini^uiry regarding the mode of preparing the meal so as to ensure its keeping 
sweet and good. 

He said that in the United States it is generally eaten quite fresh without 
being kiln-dried, but that when it is intended for exportation, it is invariably 
kiln-dried, and that without this precaution it would not keep for any length 
of time without turning sour. 

He recommended that our Indian corn should be ground and sent off as it 
is required, in order to its being brought into immediate use ; and when I 
told him that this was impossible, and that it must be stored for some time in 
depots, he said it must, in that case, be kiln-dried. 

You have, I believe, in the Lee Mills all the necessary apparatus for kiln- 
drying. 

On the other points, of grinding and the separation of the bran, Mr. Robert- 
son did not appear to have any particular information to give, the process 
followed being, as he said, what was usual in such cases. His impression 
seemed to be, that, owing to the thinness of the rind, only a small proportion 
of bran is separated. 

It can hardly be necessary for me to add that this matter of the kiln-drying 
is a very important point, and I shall be glad to hear from you that you have 
had no hesitation as to the course which ought to be pursued in respect to it. 
It seems to be a very necessary precaution in respect to all meal which is to be 
kept in depot, while, on the other hand, wliat is certain to be used at once is 
better without being kiln-dried. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 14, 1846. 

Having referred to the Poor Law Commissioners the extract of your 
letter No. 15, having reference to the transfer of provisions to the Poor Law 
Guardians at cost price for distriljution, I have the honour to lay before you, for 
the information of the Right Hon. my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, the reply of Mr. Twisleton, and to solicit your further instructions 
thereon. 

lu relation to the proposed legislative measure of the Commission, submitted 
to you in my No. 25, I have been informed by His Excellency the Lord- 
Lieutenant that it cannot be entertained, and His Excellency was pleased to 
read to me his despatch on the subject, and to permit the following extract to 
be communicated to the Commission : — “ If it k necessary to make grants ot 
“ public money, all the precautions on which I have insisted in my former letters 
“ must, as far as possible, be observed. Efforts must be made to obtain local and 
voluntary contributions in aid ; the assistance given must be in kind, and not in 
“ money, and a task of work must be exacted from the able-bodied. Advances on 
“ loan are less objectionable than free gifts, and grants of money or of food can 
“ only be justified by the extremity of distress.” 

I beg to lay before you a statement of the last returns of the constabulary of 
the state of the failure of the potato crop, under date of 15th January. The 
next returns will be to the 15th February. 

The great difficulty that presents itself is the distribution of assistance in kind, 
in consequence of the numerous detached situations in which distress is found, 
and the apparent impossibility of meeting it by the direct agency of the 
department. 

I do not perceive the force of Mr. Twisleton’s reply, that the Poor Law 
Guardians are prohibited, by the instructions to this Commission, from receiving 
on account and distributing these supplies ; for though I believe his statement to 
be quite correct that they have no funds from whence they could pay in advance, 
this payment might be made dependent on the sale, or a statement rendered of 
its issue for labour performed ; and it is to this point that I wish specially to draw 
your attention, and solicit your reply. 
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With the view of meeting these instructions, it will be necessary to establish 
central depots in the neighbourhood of the most distressed counties. Limerick 
and Sligo have already been selected ; and I solicit the authority of my Lords to 
direct Assistant Commissary-General Thomas Kearney to repair to the latter 
station. I find there is a difficulty in obtaining store-room at Athlone ; and the 
country in its immediate neighbourhood not having, apparently, suffered from the 
disease, I am disposed, after consulting with Mr. Coffin, to select Longford or 
Richmond Harbour, at the head of the navigation of the Royal Canal, and close 
to the bad tracts of Roscommon, as a more eligible situation ; and this post will 
be entrusted to Deputy Commissary-General Kearney. 

Assistant Commissary-General Lister will proceed, on Monday next, to 
Drogheda and Dundalk, as the central points for a depot for Armagh' 
Louth, Cavan, and Meath, which my Lords will see by the enclosure have 
been severe sufferers. Mr. Lister will examine and report upon the capa- 
bilities of these towns ; and I wiU bring the subject again before you on his 
return. The accounts from Waterford and Dungarvon are very unfavoura.ble ; 
and these points must also be visited, and a further report will be submitted 
to you. I should bope that Mr. Hewetson may hereafter be enabled to 
include these posts within his range of duty. 

I hope. Sir, you will perceive the necessity of the immediate establishment 
of these central depots, and that we must be prepared to place officers in charge 
at these points. There is no time for delay. The Government not having 
entertained the propositions of the Commission, the duty devolves entirely 
on this department ; and the time— perhaps the hour— presses, and we must 
be prepared for action. We cannot, indeed, foresee all the extent of the evil ; 
and though we must refrain from interposition until the moment of pressure 
arises, we must be prepared for it when it comes ; and we must, unreservedly, 
announce the terms on which the Government consents to afford its assistance. 

I lay before you the I\Iinutes of the Commission of yesterday ; and 1 beg to 
call your attention to the committee of management proposed at Kilkee, and 
upon which a more general arrangement will be framed for the most distressed 
counties, incorporating their Lordships’ instructions, in regard to associations of 
landlords, &c., for relief by private subscription. 

The establishment throughout the country of these local or district com- 
mittees, in conjunction with whom we must act, is of the most urgent importance. 
Once in communication with them we shall feel our way, and judge from their 
tone and exertions the extent of assistance we may derive from their co-operation. 

We shall then be able to form ramifications from our central depots, and 
confide to their distribution certain supplies for which we have no other 
channel ; and herein is the principle and secret of our responsibility — ^how to 
manage these local committees and the Boards of Guardians — and upon which 
I am most anxious to he guided by your instructions. Our numbers make it 
impossible that we should execute these details : we can only visit and super- 
intend and settle the accountability. They on their part, cannot pay in 
advance, unless there be a fund from local subscription ; which, though it may 
occur, in some instances, will not certainly he general. They can only, 
therefore, where they have no funds, render an account, dependent on the sale 
or issue, after these have been efiected. 

I delayed writing yesterday, in the hope of being able to mature the in- 
structions for these local committees in the Commission ; but it was considered 
an important proceeding, requiring full deliberation, and I am obliged to post- 
pone its transmission to you until Monday the 16th instant. 

I beg to report to you the advance of 50^. to Commissary-General Coffin, and 
the appointment of Serjeant Brown, on 3rd February, at 6d. per diem, who 
proceeded to Limerick to join Mr. Coffin, who reports very favourably of him. Mr, 
Coffin, by this day’s post, advises the probability of his concluding an arrangement 
on that day with Mr. Seymour for the hire of a magazine, consisting of four stories, 
and ground-floor of 200 feet long, by 38, in perfect order, capable of containing 
15,000 quarters of Indian meal, for 80/., for six months. I have, therefore, 
written to Cork to send round the “ Dee,” with a cargo of corn-meal to 
Limerick, of which, I understand, she can take 1000 barrels. 

Deputy' Commissary-General Kearney reported himself yesterday, and pro- 
ceeded last night to Longford by the Sligo mail, where, as well as at Richmond 
Harbour, he will examine the buddings and site, and then proceed by the 
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Shannon to Limerick, to assist in the formation of that depot, until the officer 
intended for that port shall arrive. 

Mr. Commissariat Clerk Rolleston reported himself on the morning of the 
10th, and proceeded the same evening to Limerick by the mail, and Mr. Coffin 
has since announced his arrival. 

hlr. Bloore and Mr. M'Clintock have reported themselves. The first pro- 
ceeded to Tyrone, and the latter is here with his friends in Dublin. I ac- 
quainted them that their services would be soon required, and I request j’our 
authority to call on them when the moment arrives. 

I beg to acquaint you that Mr. Hewetson has applied for a further imprest of 
300Z., and considering the nature of his service, I have transferred that sum to his 
credit with the Branch Bank at Cork, which I trust to be in conformity to 
their Lordships’ wishes. 

I now touch upon the opinions which are abroad in relation to the issue of 
Indian corn in the country ; and as it is a new description of food, which may 
afiect their taste or constitution, I think it would l)e a safe measure to 
issue with it one-third or one-fourth oatmeal. The flavour of the oatmeal, 
even in that small quantity, would so predominate as to obviate ail objection, 
and correct the heating quality of the corn. I suggest this only at the com- 
mencement— -it would subsequently be unnecessary. 

If you think this precaution advisable which I throw out for your con- 
sideration, you will have the goodness to convey to me their Lordships’ per- 
mission for Mr. Coffin to purchase a small quantity on the spot, or cause it to 
be shipped from London or Glasgow. The Scotch oatmeal is the best, as it is 
without husk. It should be consigned to Limerick. 

I beg to submit to you an application from Assistant Commissarj’^-General 
Cameron in behalf of his son. He has been writing in the office since his 
arrival, and is exceedingly diligent and quick, and wites a good hand. Our 
office duties are increasing so fast that it would be difficult to accomplish them 
without this assistance. 

As I cannot precisely tell the exact moment when two constabulary officers 
may be required, and as my Lords approve of their appointment when it shall 
become necessary’, I request your authority to communicate with Colonel 
McGregor on the subject when that time arrives, in the assurance that no 
step shall he taken until it is indispensable. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Twisletox to Sir R. Routh, 

Poor Law Commission, February 10, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, enclosing an 
extract from the instructions which you have received from the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and containing a request to be informed whether 
you can rely on the consent of the Poor Law Guardians to the receipt and distribution of 
provisions on their own responsibility, on the terms defined in those instructions; and whether 
the Guardians have the means of making payment for such supplies on deliveiy to them. 

In reply, I desire to state that although 1 have no reason to doubt that the Poor Law Guar- 
dians would consent to receive and distribute any provisions which might be sent to them, yet 
that the making the Poor Law Guardians the administrators of out-door relief in any shape, 
appears to me contrary to the instructions which have been received by the Commissioners of 
Inquiry into all matters connected with the failure of the potato crop. 

I have further to state, that if such supplies were delivered to the Guardians, they would 
have at their disposal no means of repayment whatever ; as they are not entitled to levy rates 
^r out-door relief in any form. 



P 2 
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Return showing the Proportion of actual Crop Lost. 



Propo;tioa of actual Crop lost in Electoral Division*. 
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J. P. Kenned-y, Secretary- 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 17, 1846. 

■ f ® ?■ “knowledgiiig the receipt of his letter dated 14th 

instant, and state in reply as follows. 

authome the formation of depots of Indian corn meal at 
iAmerick, Sligo, Longford, or Richmond Harbour, and, if it should be found 
necessary, at Drogheda or Dundalk. 

As it is considered desirable that one-third or one-fourth of oatmeal should 
at farst be mixed with the Indian corn, their Lordships have requested the Lords 
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Commissioners of the Admiralty to cause the stock of oatmeal which has been 
ground at Deptford to be shipped without delay to Dublin consigned to Sir R. 
Routh, and have made arrangements for making a shipment of oatmeal to Lime- 
rick, respecting which a further communication will be made to Sir R. Routh. 

Their liord^ips are j»leased to authorize the following arrangements respecting 
the additional officers and others required for this service. 

Assistant Commissary-General Thomas Kearney to be appointed to the charge 
of the depot at Sligo. 

Two constabulary officers to be selected for the purpose by Lieutenant-Colonel 
M'Gregor, to be temporarily employed on this service on an extra allowance of 
5s. per diem, whenever their services may be required by Sir R. Routh. 

Commissariat Clerks M'Clintock and Moore to be called on by Sir R. Routh 
to join the department in Ireland when their services may be required. 

Mr. R. S. Cameron to be employed as a temporary clerk in Sir R. Routh’s 
office at 7s. 6d. a day ; and Sergeant Brown as a storekeeper under Mr. Coffin, 
at 2s. 6<i. a day. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dtiblirif February 14, 1S46. 

I HAVE mentioned in my letter the issuing of part oatmeal at first with 
the com meal, which was partly suggested by your letter of the 1 1th instant, 
ivith the enclosure from Captain Maconochie, and it is for you to judge of its 
necessity, hut many judicious and intelligent pei-sons here have formed me 
that this is the only sure way of inducing the Irish to adopt readily the Indian 
corn meal. I t hink the publicity given to the intentions of Government will 
work well. It will show the public that there is no intention of throw'ing away 
the public money without proper investigation, and I think it will diminis h 
the rush upon the Commission for relief 



Sir R. Route to Jlr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 15, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before, you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
dated 12th instant, from Commissary-General Hewetson, and to invite your atten- 
tion to bis estimate of the capabilities for grinding of the Lee mill, which he states 
at 600 barrels, or 2400 bushels per week. 

This report will influence your opinion on the answers given to Messrs. Den- 
nistone and Co. of Limerick, and to another application from Sligo, and the expe- 
diency which appeal’s now to exist of grinding the corn at both of these depots. 
But I think in both it should be performed by contract at a given rate to be agreed 
upon by bushel. 

You will observe in the Indian corn memorandum forwarded to you, two prepa- 
rations where the corn is used in a broken but unground state, as samp and hominy, 
and also whole by the Canadians without the husk. I therefore think it will be 
desirable to preserve part of the corn for these preparations, which are much 
esteemed in America, and are considered as the most palatable to strangers. 

I beg also to bring under your consideration the advantage to be derived from a 
second steamer to be available at Cork as the other cargoes arrive, in order that they 
may be transhipped at once without a double expense of landing. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

Cork, February 12, 1846. 

The advices of Messrs. Baring from New York to the 17th ult., dmwmg, including 
the order to New Orleans, I may expect at least 350,000 bushels of lodian corn shortly to 
arrive here, I have the honour to bring under your notice for the consideration of the Lords 
of the Treasury, that if the whole or even a large portion of this supply is to be manufactured 
into meal in this country, additional means of grinding, far bqrond the power of the Lee mills. 
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extensive as they arej will be indispensably necessary. You will have observed by myprevious 
reports, these mills are estimated to turn out, during certain periods of the year, from 800 to 
1000 barrels of grain per week, and at other times working three or more pair of stones, 
according to the state of their water power. Indian corn, upon which we have been experi- 
menting, I find cannot be turned out so quickly as wheat, not only from the larger size of the 
grain, out from it being necessary that the stones should be kept wider apart, and not dj’iven 
too rapidly j admitting this difference in working tlie two grains, I will now estimate their 
capability at 600 barrels or 2400 bushels per week of fair water power under this view ; but 
30,000 bushels will be manufactured into meal in the Lee mills by the middle of May, a 
period when I expect the demand upon us for food will commence to be pressing. I'hus, 
although I hope in the course of a month we shall have 30,000 barrels of United States’ ground 
meal at Haulbowline (5,880,000 lbs.), I would submit the urgent necessity of immediate 
steps being taken for further grinding in pri\'ate mills, those worked by steam having a prefe;r- 
ence, even at an increased cost, advertising to receive tenders from millowners for mantifacturing 
it into meal at per quarter of eight bushels ; the ordinary toil, or charge for grinding, I 

am given to understand, is 2s. or 2s. Qd. per barrel of 20 stone, or 280 lbs. It may he deemed 
desirable that some cargoes of unground Indian corn should be sent direct from Cove to Lime- 
rick, Sligo, or any other ports, where depots are to be formed, provided mills can be had on the 
spot : such an arrangement would save the expense of the lighterage, cartage, labour, &c. which 
would be incurred in bringing it up here for manufacture. A measure of this kind would also 
hasten our operations by dividing this large supply of grain among a more or less number of 
private mills. The stones used for wheat, with some iteration in the mode of dressing (with 
which all millers are conversant), I find by trials here, and which have proved very satisfactory, 
quite equal to the manufacture of Indian corn into meal, and as it is of great importance, 
looking to the object for which the corn is imported, to turn a large portion into meal before 
the summer. I lose no time in bringing the subject under notice. 1 have, however, at the same 
time to add, and it deserves serious consideration, that Indian corn in its unground state afibrtls. 
prepared as hominy, an equally nutritious food as the other preparations irom the meal, and 
the hominy being more substantial, is better suited to the tastes of the people. This opinion is 
confirmed by intelligent men with whom I have conversed ; the saving of expense by using the 
corn in its unground state, shelling it only, would be very considerable, and the facility of 
transport through the country greatly increased. In either case it will be neces.sary that 
printed directions for its use should be very generally circulated throughout the country, and the 
ecclesiastics and gentry of the districts called on to exert their influence to do away with any 
prejudice that might arise, when their people are necessitated to use this description of food 
as a substitute for the potato. 

The pressure of my duties outside, as I find it most necessary to give personal attendance to 
everything that is going on, though ably assisted by Deputy Assistant Commissary-General 
Milcimay, prevents me for the present from reporting fully the working establishment 1 have put 
into the mills and granaries, and the arrangements made for obtaining lighterage, cartage, and 
labour, also the expense in the purchase of sacks, &c., and fitting up a guard-room on the 
mill and granary premises. I can only now say the service is rapidly progressing. 

The additional granaries of Messrs. Beamish and Crawford I shall, in conformity to the 
authority of their Lordships, shortly treat for : the cargoes of the two large ships (now at Pas- 
sage) are fast landing, and I should observe, having applied to the Admiral to select an expe- 
rienced officer to hold the required surveys, he has appointed the Purser of the flag-ship for 
that duty, to act in conjunction with another party on behalf qf Messrs. Baring : they will 
commence surveying when the deliveries from the " Adirondack” and “ Atlas” are completed. 

In closing the Report, I must add that the meal merchants, sal^men, and others, say that 
corn meal in this damp climate, to keep sweet and sound, must be sacked and piled three or 
lour days after cqohng : hence the necessity of a large supply of sacks for that purpose. Up 
to the present time I have only been able to secure (by purchase) 3000 fit for our operations, 
at a cost not exceeding Is. 9</. each, but I expect to get more in a few days. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Febnuxry 17, 1846. 

Write to Sir B. Routh that their Lordships have had before them his letter dated 
ISth instant, with its enclosure from Commissary-General Hewetson, dated 12th 
mstant, representing the insufficiency of the mills which have been hired at Cork 
to grmd mthin the required time all the Indian corn expected from America. 

I heir Lordships desire that those mills may be used in preference to every other 
means, to the utmost extent to which they are available. 

Butif it should become necessary to send a portion of the Indian corn in grain 

to Limerick, Sligo, or any other quarter, with a view to its being ground on the 
spot,. Sir R, Routh will take the necessary steps for that purpose, either by directing 
one or more of the vessels to proceed to the required port on their arrival at Cork 
from America, or by forwarding a portion of their cargoes in steamers 

In case pnvate mills slmuld be employed to grind a portion of the Indian corn. 
Sir K. Kouth will have the service performed on the most moderate terms pro- 
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curable by public competition, and more tRan tbe usual charge for grinding is in no 
case to be given. 

If, as is stated to be probable, there should hereafter appear to be a demand for 
Indian corn in its unground state. Sir R. Routh will reserve such quantity of the 
gi-ain as he may consider likely to be required in this state. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have, as recommended by Sir R. 
Routh, been requested to place another steam vessel at his disposal, to insure the 
prompt conveyance of the Indian corn from Cork to the points at which it may be 
required. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 17, 1846. 

You will see by my two official letters of this date that all your recom- 
mendations which have been received up to the present time, both in regard to 
establishments and every other point, have been fully complied with. 

All applications for grants under Acts of Parliament must come, according 
to the prescribed legal course, to the Treasury, but I will take care that there 
is no delay. 

I have laid it down as a rule, so far as depends upon me and those acting 
under me, that everything relating to the scarcity in Ireland is answered by 
return of 'post. The application for the Moyferta ffraut, received yesterday, 
was so answered. 

The plan of the Local Committee employed to act in concert with the 
officer of the Board of Works charged with the execution of the works at Moy- 
ferta, appears to me to have been very well arranged, hut I must await the 
receipt of your official letter on this subject before I venture any further opinion 
on the constitution and functions of such Local Committees. 

The oatmeal which has been ground at Deptford will come into use for the 
Richmond Harbour and Louth depots, and we shall provide a sufficient ship- 
ment for Sligo and Limerick. 

We wish to avoid altogether, if possible, and, at any rate, as long aspossHUy 
making purchases in Ireland, 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Buhlin, February 17, 1846. 

I have tbe honour to lay before you, for the information of tbe Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, sundry resolu- 
tions for the formation of local committees submitted by me to the Commission, 
and passed unanimously; and to acquaint you that they have been submitted to the 
Lord Lieutenant for his Excellency’s approval previously to promulgation. 

This arrangement is part of the system which I propose to cany out to meet the 
expected distress in this country. 

My first object is to establish certain central dep6ts in the vicinity of those 
localities which have been most seriously visited by the disease. 

The points already determined are — 

Cork, Limerick, Sligo, Richmond Harbour, or Longford. 

I have dispatched Assistant Commissary-General Lister to examine the facilities 
which present themselves at Drogheda and Dundalk, the first of which communi- 
cates by railroad to Dublin, 

From these, and such other depots as the service may require, I propose to 
establish ramifications in the interior, and the object of appointing and conveying 
written instructions to local committees, is to carry out through them a super- 
intendence and a channel of appropriation under a system of account, which will 
be subject to check and supervision by the superior Commissariat officer of the 
district. 

Indeed, any gentlemen of general ability and knowledge of biBiness, in whom 
the Government may have confidence, might be advantageously requested hereafter 
to visit these committees, and by their weight and influence to encourage and 
direct their exertions, and to suggest to the Commission such amendments in their 
constitution and detail as may improve the operation of their duties. 
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My Lords will, perhaps, consider this view of the case hereafter, and delegate 
some gentlemen who may be disposed to undertake this office. 

I propose to give Assistant Commissary-General Thomas Kearney his instrc- 
tions to proceed to Sligo to-morrow, as 1 think the time is arrived that he should 
be there ; and it is just to this gentleman to say, that he has volunteered this duty 
from a patriotic feeling. He is a magistrate and a grand juror in the county of 
Kildare; and out of 1800/. collected in his parish ofKilcock and Newtown, he 
was a subsciiber personally of 200/. 

As he will have to superintend the grinding as well as the formation of the 
depot, I think it is desirable for the time that his department should be adequate 
to the duty. I should wish to order Mr. Moore from Tyrone to join him, in addi- 
tion to Mr. Bailey, and to give him some competent assistance from the lower 
ranks of the constabulary. 

You will observe that the first formation of these establishments requires more 
assistance than the subsequent duty of carrying on a routine already laid down. 



Enclosure. 

Extract from Minutes of the Relief Commissioners of the 16fA February, 1816. 

The Commission having had under their consideration the necessity of establishing local 
Committees properly organised in the several districts where destitution is likely to prevail, . 
through whose superintendence the approach and progress of distress in such localities may 
be notched, and the means of relief administered according to the instructions of the 
Government : 

It is resolved — 

1st. That Lieutenants of counties be requested to form Committees for conveniently sized 

relief districts iu those cases where it shall be established, on good and sufficient grounds, that 
very considerable loss of the potato crop has been sustained, and that extreme distress is near 
at band. 

That the Committees be comprised of the following classes : — 

Lieutenant or Deputy, 

Magistrates of Petty Sessions, 

Officer of Board of Works, 

Clergymen of all persuasions, 

Chairman of the Poor Law Union of the locality, 

Poor Law Guardians of Districts, 

Coast Guard Officer, 

Resident Magistrate, 

and such other active and intelligent gentlemen as the Lieutenant may select. 

2nd. — ^That the Committee should hold regular meetings at a time and place, or places, to 
be fixed, where all Committee business should be transacted ; and that regular Minutes should 
be kept of their proceedings in a book to be supplied to them from this Commissionj and that 
three members should be a quorum. 

3rd. — TTiat the Committee should make themselves acquainted with the provisions of the 
Act 1 Viet., ch. 21, and the amendments to this Act, now in progress through Parliament, 
which are intended to afford a summary method of applying relief by means of public works ; 
observing that it is desirable, in order to fecilitate the operations of that statute within tlie dis- 
trict, that all memorials from special sessions held under this Act should be accompanied by 
proper plans, sections, and estimates of the works proposed to be constructed, 

4th. — ^That a most important duty of the Committee will be to promote by every means in 
their power the most profitable and most natural sources of employment in their districts, by 
stimulating private enterj)rise, by urging the improvements and drainage of farms and estates, 
and by promulgating a knowledge of the facilities afforded by the Legislature for these 
objects, many of which are now under the consideration of Parliament to meet the present 
emergency. 

See Address to Landed Proprietors, 

Estate Drainage Act, 

Amendment of Drainage Act, 

Amendment of Board of Works Act, enabling Proprietors to borrow 
Money for Improvements, 

Grand Jury Presentment Acts, 

Fishery Piers Act. 

To supply the Committee with all possible information, copies of the foregoing documents are 
herewith sent. 

5th. — ^That it is evident, and is also in strict accordance with the views and instructions of the 
Government, that the landholders and other ratepayers are the parties both legally and morafiy 
answerable for affording due relief to the destitute poor ; and that the same parties are, from 
their local influence and their knowledge of the situation and wants of the people in their 
neighbourhood, best able to furnish such relief without waste or misdirection of the means 
employed. 
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That the measures to be adopted by the officers of Government are to be considered merely 
as auxiliary to those which it is the duty of the persons possessed of property in each neigh- 
bourhood to adopt. 

That if these pi-oprietors should require assistance, the most simple and satisfactory arrange- 
ment would be, to transfer the necessary quantity of food, at cost price, including the e.xp;nse 
of carriage, to the Board of Guardians of the Union, or to some local association of any smaller 
districts, to be by them distributed on their own responsibility at cost price, or in the shape of 
wages of labour to be employed on local works, or, when absolute destitution is united to in- 
ability of labour, in gratuitous donations. 

That in those cases in which local associations shall have made arrangements for the relief 
of the destitute in their neighbourhood, and have entered info subscriptions for that purpose, but 
notwithstanding those efforts some assistance is likely to be required from the Government, a 
list of the sums subscribed, together with a list of the landlords who will not contribute, should 
be submitted lo the Lord Lieutenant, who, after due consideration of the case, will determine 
on the sura to be contributed from the funds at his disposal in aid of the local subscriptions. 

But those landlords are not to be considered in the list of persons refusing to contribute, who 
by farm drainage, by other works of a more general nature on their estate^ or by residence aid 
employment, enable their tenants to meet the present emergency without an appeal to the 
public assistance. 

6th. — That some few and very particular instances may occur in wliich this relief cannot be 
afforded through the agency of voluntary associations or of the Board of Guardians, and that 
it must be conducted bv the direct agency of the Commissariat, or of the Coast-guard or other 
Government officers, or by the local committees hereby appointed on their behalf; that in 
such instances stations shall be established in the distresse’d localities for the sale of food at cost 
price ; and gratuitous relief shall be given only when the means of purchasing are absolutely 
wanting. That in those instances where there is an absence of all such means of purchasing by 
the people, the following rules are to be invariably observed : — 

1st. That a task of work should he required from every person capable of giving it, who 
applies for relief. 

2nd. That the payments for the work performed should be made in food, and should in 
every case be limited to such a quantity of food as will be sufficient to support the 
workman and the helpless persons of his family. 

3rd. Ttiat if in any case it should be impracticable to pay in food, the payments in money 
will be limited to what is absolutely necessary for the above purple. 

4th. That gratuitous relief be afforded only to those persons who are entirely incapable of 
^ving a day’s work, and who have no relative on whom they are dependent, and wl» 
is capable of working, and in those cases only in which their reception in the work- 
house of the Union to which they belong is from want of room impracticable ; and, 
lastly, 

5fh. Tha’t the works in which destitute persons are employed should be in prosecution of 
some public improvement, approved of by the Commission, w.thin or adjacent to the 
distressed locality, and should be such as will be capable of being brought at once 
to a close, when the circumstances of the people are improved. 

7th. That the CommlUeo should obtain townlaiid lists, with minute reports of the circumstances 

of each familyfrom whom application for relief maybe made ; and at iheir meetings cerlifica.tes 
or tickets should be given to such only as are ascertained to be without means of providing 
food for their families ; and that certificates or tickets be an authority to the Superintendent of 
the public works for receiving the persons to whom they are granted; and that a register of 
all certificates or tickets granted by the Committee be presen’ed in a book to be supplied for 
that purpose by this Commission. 

8th,— That the Committee sbotild be prepared with plans or suggestions of small useful 
works of public improvement for the employment of the destitute poor, in all cases where 
relief is given to the able-bodied, and on which the County Suneyor will report to thb 
Commission. 

9th.— That the Secretary, or person officiating as such, of the Committee, should take charge 
of the books, correspondence, &c. ; and in those instances in which it may be necessary to keep 
an account of the appropriation of public stores, the Commission will take means to procure 
from the constabulary force a person capable of discharging that duly. 



Commissary -General Coffix to Mr. Trlvelyax. 

LimericJe, February 17, 1846. 

My proceedings have been altogether directed to the two objecfe of 
obtaining and imparting information, the one almost as necessary as the other ; 
the uncertainty hitherto prevailing with regard to the nature and extent of the 
intended Government measures having very much perplex^ I^ple ol ail 
classes, and rendered them doubtful how to act. I have already corrected 
many misapprehensions, and I hope succeeded, in some d^ree, m mining con- 
fidence in our intentions ; but when scarcely any two mai are agreed m opinion 
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on the extent of the evil, or the nature of the appropriate remedy, it is not to 
he expected that many should unite in a thorough approval of our proceedings. 
I nevertheless find myself very well received by all with whom I have to com- 
municate, and I think there is a general anxiety to mitigate the impending 
calamity, which may induce people of all classes to join m carrying out the 
Government measures when once they are distinctly understood. I have had a 
»reat deal of unreserved conversation both with country gentlemen and with 
merchants and tradei-s of all descriptions, and I do not perceive anything like 
indifference to the anticipated distress of the people, however much they may 
dissent from each others views as to its probable extent, and the means by which 
it should be met. All concur in deprecating gratuitous relief of any kind, and 
in considering the provision of employment as the proper groundwork of any 
scheme of assistance, hut I am most anxious that the suggestions of the Govern- 
ment should he promulgated as speedily as possible, because, until we see m 
what spirit and to what extent they are practically adopted through the countiy, 
it will be impossible to judge of the kind and degree of exertion likely to he 
required on our part. AVith the cordial co-operation of the inguential members 
of the community, I trust that we may execute our task with comparative ease, 
but it will he a fearful one if we are left to our own unassisted efforts. 



Treasury Minute. 

Febrmry 18, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh referring to that part of the letter from this Board of 
yesterday’s date, in which it was observed that their Lordships would cause the 
stock of oatmeal which has been ground at Deptford to be shipped without delay 
to Dublin consigned to him, and state that their Lordships have, on further con- 
sideration, deemed it more advisable that the oatmeal in question, being 5010 
bushels, or about 125 tons, should be sent to Cork, to be distributed from thence 
under his directions to the different dep6ts in such proportions as it may be required ; 
and directions have been given for its beii^ shipped accordingly with the least 
practicable delay, consigned to Commissary-General flewetson. 

Also state that their Lordships have adopted measures for providing further 
supplies of oatmeal for this service. 

Further acquaint Sir R. Routh that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
have been informed that it is desirable that the second steamer should, like the one 
already appointed for this service, he held in readiness at Cork, to await such 
orders as may be from time to time given by Commissary-General Hewetson, act- 
ing under his (Sir R. Routh’s) directions. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty and request that the entire stock of 
oatmeal which has been ground at Deptford, in aid of the supplies intended for the 
relief of the people suffering from scarcity in Ireland, may be shipped with the 
least practicable delay for Cork, consigned to Commissary-General Hewetson, and 
that every exertion may be made to provide further supplies of oatmeal for this 
service, by means of the Admiralty mills. 

Also request that another of Her Majesty’s steam- vessels may he placed at the 
disposal of Commissary-General Sir R. Routh to insure the prompt conveyance of 
the Indian com and other supplies from Cork to the points at which they may be 
required. 

Add that Sir R. Routh is at Dublin, and it is desirable that the second steamer 
should, like the one already appointed to this service, be held in readiness at Cork, 
to await such orders as may from time to fime be given by Commissary-General 
Hewetson who is acting at that station under Sir R. Routh’s directions. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 19, 1846. 

The following copy of my letter of this morning to Messrs. Baring, 
wiU show you what measures have been adopted for obtaining further supplies 
of oatmeal through their house. 

You shall be immediately informed of the purchases actually effected, with 
all necessary particulars of price, &c. 

Besides this, the Admiralty have been requested to keep their mm in con- 
stant work, which it has not been lately, owing to necessary repairs. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring Brothers. 

Treasury, February 19, 1846. 

I BEG to confirm in writing my verbal order to you of yesterday, for 
the purchase of one hundred tons of oatmeal in the markets of London, Liver- 
pool and Glasgow, as soon as may be, without raising the price, and when pur- 
chased, to be held by your agents until further directions. 

The meal to be of good, but not of the best quality, if the liigher qualities 
are more costly. 

As it is possible that I may hereafter have further orders to give you, it is 
important that it should not transpire, even w'hen this order has been executed, 
that it was on account of the Government. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Secretary to the Ordnance. 

Treasury, Febrmi'y 19, 1846. 

I SEND herewith a sack of the kind required by Mr. Hewetson, suited 
to contain meal as well as grain, and I shall be obliged to you to inform me 
at what price, and within what time, the following numbers can be furnished 
strictly in accordance with this specimen : 2500, 5000, 10,000. 

I am anxious for a speedy answer, but I wish, nevertheless, that the specimen 
should be sent with my question to several principal manufacturers and dealers 
in such articles, in order that they may compete for the supply. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, February 20, 1846. 

The scheme for the Local Committees appears to me to be well devised, 
and I entirely agree with you that the time has arrived for the authoritative 
promulgation of the plans of the Government. 

The appointment of a well qualified person belonging to the Constabulary 
Force to act as Secretary to each Local Committee, seems well calculated to 
maintain a proper concert with the Commissariat and other officers employed. 

I do not feel myself authorised to enter upon the question of the reconsti- 
tution of the Commission, but of this I am quite satisfied, that whatever con- 
stitution may be given to it, your services in the Co mm ission will be, as they 
have hitherto been, most valuable, and that the duties of the important depart- 
m^t entrusted to your special charge, the operations of which form the basis of 
every plan of relief, will be conducted in a manner wliich wiU reflect credit on 
every officer employed, and, through them, on the department at large. 

I cannot believe that it will be necessary to grind the Indian com twice. 
We must not aim at giving more than viholesome food. It would do permanent 
harm to make dep^dence on public charity an agreeable mode of life. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Sir, Limerick, February 20, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose an estimate of the further sum likely to be 
required for the service of this depot during the remainder of the present month. 

I also beg leave to call your attention to the enclosed letter from Deputy Com- 
missary-General Kearaey, and to inform you that I shall authorize Mm at once to 
engage the services of a temporary storekeeper such as he describes, it being of die 
utmost importance that the storage of the corn and meal should he commenced 
by an experienced person, to avoid injury to the supplies, as well as loss of space 
in the stores. 

The ordinary remuneration of such a person appears to be about a guinea a-week ; 
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and it seems not improbable that tlie additional store-duty created by the operation 
of grinding will fully occupy the time and attention of one person as long as it 
may last, and that the employment of two storekeepers will thus be indispensable. 
For the present, however, I shall consider the appointment as only temporary. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 21, 1846. 

The principal haker here has applied to me for a barrel of the meal, 
paying for it, to make it known in different ways to tlie Dublin public, and I 
have begged Mr. Hewetson to send it to me. 

The Lord Lieutenant informed me that Sir James Graham approved the 
instructions for the local committees, but did not think it prudent to issue them 
as general circulars, but only on occasions of distress near at hand, as the 
emergency called on us to act. The very first article was intended to imply 
this reserve ; but, in fact, out of the 32 counties, there are 20 which have di^ 
tricts already implicated in a loss of more than half of the crop. 

I partly expect to hear from you on the subject to-morrow, and I wait until 
Monday before we take any steps, in this expectation. 



Sir R. Route to BIr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 9.1, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Blajesty’s Treasury, the report of 
Assistant Commissary-General Lister, in regard to Dundalk and Drogheda. In 
reference to the firet, I must have some communication with the Commander of the 
Forces, as the present garrison is limited to a detachment of cavalry, but in other 
respects it is well situated as a central depSt. BIr. Lister failed in obtaining any 
offer of a building suitable for a depot at Drogheda. For our purposes iNavan 
would be a better selection for counties Bleatb and borders of Cavan, and it com- 
municates by canal with Drogheda; but there is no military force there. Both 
these subjects, therefore, require a little more consideration and refei'ence to Sir 
Edward Blakeney. 

Blr. Coffin proceeds this clay to Kilrush, which is the seaport of County Clare, 
and we must have a small depdt there, which may be confided to the charge 
of the officer of the coast guard, under Mr. Coffin’s authority. Mr. Coffin will 
return immediately and proceed to Banagher, which I have requested him to exa- 
mine. It is a considerable town on the Shannon, at the head of the navigation of the 
Grand Canal, and has excellent mills. It also communicates by canal with Balli- 
nasloe in Galway, which is the Poor Law Union. He will then proceed to Ath- 
lone, and settle the question with Sir Guy Campbell in regard to the selection of 
Richmond or Longford, as there is no gannson at the former, and we cannot act 
without military protection. He will stop at both these places, and complete the 
measure that may he decided on by engaging the necessary magazines. Mi*. Coffin 
will then continue his route to Sligo, and will acquaint himself and report on all 
the localities, and direct the proper measures to be adopted by Assistant Commis- 
sary-General Kearney, the description of stores to be hired, and the plan to be 
pursued in a prudent competition for grinding without risk to the public 
property. 

1 have uniformly recommended to all the officers to cause the Indian corn to be 
kiln-dried before it is ground, and there are kilns attached to all the considerable 
mills in Ireland, as the best means to secure the safe keeping of the meal, which is 
a delicate article and subject to casualties. 

As soon ^ Blr. Coffin has completed these arrangements, he will return to 
Limerick via Galway, and, if necessary, stop at Castlebar and Westport, and I 
calculate, with the expedition which he proposes to use, that he will be at Limerick 
about the 5th or 6th of Blarch; and as soon as possible after liis return, Deputy 
Commissary-General Kearney will proceed to Longford or Richmond, and actively 
carry out the formation of his depot, which I think would be more conveniently 
supplied by the Royal Canal ; and I recommend tliis route to your attention in any 
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future shipment of oatmeal, "but without meaning to interfere with the direction of 
the present shipment from Deptford. 

I think this statement will give you a general view of the proposed arrangements 
for our central depot, as far as I can see my way, \vith the exception of Waterford, 
where I think there should he an officer aud a depot. It communicates witli Athy 
by the river Barrow, which is a branch of the Grand Canal, and it affords a super- 
intendence to Wexford on one side, and Kilkenny aud Tipperary on the other. 

I request your consideration of this suggestion, and of the a[ipointment of Deputy 
Commissary-General Dobree to this duty, if my Lords approve of my views. 



Mr. Trevelvan to Sir R. Route. 

Treasury, February 2Z, 1846. 

I HAVE had the pleasure of receiving your private letters dated the 19th 
and 21st instant. 

You appear to he proceeding on all points in the right direction, and with a 
good understanding w'ith all concerned. 

Colonel Jones will return without delay, after having fully communicated 
with all parties here. 

I spoke to him about procuring for you an office in the Castle, by which, I 
believe, much of your valuable time would be saved ; and I should hope that 
the Lord Lieutenant would not now feel any objection to it. 

Colonel Jones thinks that in regard to some of the Local Committees, it 
•would he advisable to appoint secretaries of a higher rank than that of consta- 
bulary constable ; and in order to give the Commission all the facilities in my 
power, I have taken measures for procuring from the War-office the following 
lists ; — 

1. Staff-officers of pensioners now employed in Ireland, with a note against 
the names of those who appear particularly well qualified for such duties. 
Colonel Tulloch, the Suijerintendent of the Out-pension Department, himself 
suggested that this class of officers might with advantE^e he temporarily 
employed in this manner, leaving their ordinary duties to be performed, mean- 
while, in a greater degree by their staff-sergeants. 

2. Adjutants of Militia, with the same details. 

3. A selected number of officers from the Secretary at War’s list of candi- 
dates for the situation of Paymaster of Ont-Pensioners. 

It is piossible that, in fixing the price to be charged for the Indian-corameal, 
we may be obliged to advert to other considerations besides that of what it 
actually cost us. 

For iustance, it might not he advisable to charge more than the price at 
which oatmeal can ordinarily be obtained. I mention tliis in order that you 
may be aware that I look for the free exercise of your judgment in your report 
upon the subject. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer desires me particularly to mention to you 
that his object in sending you such applications as Mr. Kiernan’s, is merely io 
dispose of them by sending them to the authority whose duty it is to decide in 
the first instance on them, and that nothing is further from his wishes than 
that you should give such applications more weight than they are entitled to, 
merely because they reached you through him. 

I have sent you by railroad a box of Indian-com bread, received from Mr. 
Robertson through Messrs. Baring, and intended for your examination, and 
through you for that of the CommKsion, and of the Lord Lieutenant. You 
will, I presume, also give specimens to your friend the baker. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 23, 1846. 

Sm James Graham’s letter was communicated by me to the Commission 
this moiTiing, and the whole arrangement very amicably received. The com- 
plete Board will meet every Tuesday, and the Committee daily ; and there 
will be a great increase of activity and efficiency. The printer has not sent 
the proof-sheet of the extracts of the Pamphlet for the Poor, w’hich ought to 
have been ready on Saturday. 

I have been examining Mr. Hewetson’s calculations and the later letters you 
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have sent to me from Messrs. Baring, and I think that \d. per lb. will offer a 
fair and ample remuneration to the Government ; but you shall have it in an 
official shape for the decision of the Treasury. The proprietors of the copper- 
mines near Waterford have been offering it to theii* workmen at 16t/. per stone, 
and they refused to purchase it at that rate. They had imported it expressly 
for that purpose. I am only delaying in order to give you the information more 
completely. 

Galway had a fortunate shoal of herrings about a mouth or six weeks ago, 
which they salted and in part sold, and I do not expect tliey can require assist- 
ance from us, at least for some time to come. 

Bannagher for the moment is more important than Galway. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, February 24, 1846. 

Father Mathew has been with me to-day. I gave him your letter to 
read ; of course he felt gratified by your remarks ; he fully agrees with me 
that the meal, once ground, with the light corn sifted, according to a sample I 
sent you, is the proper meal for the classes who need it ; I am now grinding 
nothmg else ; and as all our stones have been finished dressing for Indian corn, 
14 pairs are at work, one pair being always in the dresser’s hands ; and I fully 
expect to turn out 1000 sacks of o?zce-ground meal, each sack 20 stone, or 280 
pounds, per week, should our power keep its present strength. 

Four extensive kilns are at work night and day, and will do our worlc well ; 
hut the expenditure of coal is necessarily great ; however, it secures om* meal 
and corn in perfect order. I -was all yesterday at Haulbowline looking to the 
“Atlas” discharging, and the loading of our steamers, also preparing for tlie 
arrival of the “Tiger;” the Admiral, at my request, has ordered the guard- 
ship to stop her off Haulbowline, if she comes in after dark, to prevent her 
running up here. I hope to be able to save a good portion of the “ Atlas’s ” 
damaged corn, although much of it is in a bad state from heat, even to germi- 
nating ; hut as we want every grain of sound corn we can. get, I shall endea- 
vour to save to the utmost consistent with our interests. The Collector, who 
meets my requests in every way, has written to the out-ports, to take off all 
restrictioi^ in loading our shipments in the Queen’s steamers coastways. 

I shall he glad to have the sacks, as I am rapidly bagging meal. Of course, 
I have much going on that I have not time to acquaint you with. Govern- 
ment declaring its intentions in respect to the supplies will have the imme- 
diate effect of bringing down market prices ; the quartern loaf here is 8d, and 
7d. second quality, but I annex a statement of market prices, which will give 
all the information. I am waiting your reply to dispatch one of my officers to 
Limerick, and hope it will he as requested. 

We have worked the people employed so hard, that they struck three 
times, to the great dismay of our contractor for unloading and lofting the 
corn: it is severe labour ; 1100 sacks per day occasionally, each 280 lbs. in 
weight. The Cork merchants are quite astonished at our dispatch ; they think 
600 per day heavy work. We also now and then work all night, but I do not 
like it, as it is necessary on such occasions to have so many lights in the pre- 
mises: whenever it can possibly be avoided, I do so. The mins and kilns, of 
course, go night and day ; we have our gangs of people accordingly. Of the 
sample sacks sent me from the Tower, the j^i^-bushel sacks only answer ; there 
were six of these ; I chose four out of the six as patterns, bnt as they had no 
mark, I cannot describe them. 



Treasury Minute. 

February 2^, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh as follows, in reply to his letter dated 2lst instant ■ 

Their Lordships approve of the hire of the store on Howley’s Quay, at Lime- 
rick, provided the owner will consent to the Government having the option of 
retaimng the premises from month to month, at the same rate, for a further period 
not exceeding six months. ^ 
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This or some other similar provision should be made in every instance of the 
hire of magazines, in order to meet the possible case of supplies remaining in store 
after the scarcity has ceased. 

Their Lorilships approve of the appointment of a non-commissioned officer of 
the constabulary, with an additional allowance of 2s. 6(i. a day, to be attached to 
Deputy Commissary-General Kearney, or to be employed in such other manner as 
may from time to time be required. 

Their Lordships regret the necessity of appointing a second Storekeeper at 
Limerick before any store has been established ; and they desire that care may be 
taken in future not to engage any persons until their services are actually 
required. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

On the Shannon, February 24, 1846. 

I RECEIVED your note just as I was stepping on board the steamer to go 
to Kilrush, from whence I returned yesterday, but remained in Limerick no 
longer than was necessary to arrange some business with Mr. Kearney, and 
am now on board the steamer going up to Longford, and thence to Sligo and 
Galway. 

I should consider my task likely to be an easy one if I could flatter myself 
that every bad district will be as well looked after as Kilrush promises to be. 
We shall see our way better as we go on, but there are some cases 
threatening us with which I hardly know at present how we shall be able to 
deal if they are numerous. 



Treasury Minute. 

February 24, 1846. 

Transmit to Commissary-General Hewetson copy of the letter from the Board 
of Ordnance of the 21st insL, stating that sacks of the quality of the specimen 
which he forwarded to this Board can be provided in London, and dehvered at the 
rate of 4000 weekly after the expiration of three weeks from the date of the order, 
and at the cost of one shilling and fivepence halfpenny each. 

In his letter of the 22d inst., Mr. Hewetson states that the sample No. 2 of five- 
bushel meal-sacks, being one of the samples which were sent to him from hence, 
will in all respects answer for the special service for which they are wanted ; but 
he has not replied to the inquiry of this Board to what extent, in his opinion, the 
offer to supply tliese sacks ought to be accepted. The price of them is one shilling 
and eightpence halfpenny each. 

Under these circumstances, my Lords will direct that 5000 five-bushel meal- 
sacks, according to the sample No. 2, may be provided, marked in the manner 
requested by him, and consigned to him at Cork ; and he may calculate on receiving 
them in about ten days. 

He will report, for their Lordships’ information, whether he considers that a 
further order should be given for the same description of sacks ; and if so, to what 
extent ; or whether any, and if any, what number of sacks of the description 
referred to in the first part of this letter, corresponding wdth the specimen sent by 
him, might with advantage be provided here and forwarded to Ireland. 

Transmit to Sir R. Routh, for his information, copy of the letter to be written 
to Mr. Hewetson. 

"Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and request he will move the Master- 
General and Board to direct that an immediate order may be given to Messrs. T. 
and D. Heniy to supply 5000 five-bushel flour-sacks, marked as in the margin, at 
one shilling and eightpence halfpenny each, according to the sample No. 2 annexed 
to their ofer of the 12th inst., received with Mr. Byham’s letter of the same date. 

Further, request that these sacks may be consigned with the least practicable 
delay to Commissary-General Hewetson, at Cork, who has been informed that he 
may calculate on receiving them in about ten days from the present date. 

Add that it will depend upon Reports to be received from Ireland whether any 
additional number of sacks will be required. 
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Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, Fehi'uary 24, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter and Protest irom 
Commissary General Hewetson, reporting considerable damage to the cargo of the 
American ship ‘Atlas,’ on which my Lords will find it necessary to communicate 
with Messrs. Baring Brotliers. 

Not knowing in what terms the insurance, if any, was effected, but bearing in. 
mind the very prudent instructions of Mr. Ward, in regard to the purchase, and 
the annexed extract of Messrs. Grinueli, Minturn, and Co.’s letter, who seem to 
have been quite aware of the danger of shipping the new corn, I cannot offer any 
decided opinion ; but I am inclined to doubt the liability of the shippers. Great 
caution seems to have been used, and we have now only Sir. Hewetsoii’s first 
report, which may he modified by his subsequent examination. 

Ill the meanwhile every care shall be taken to ventilate and expose to the air the 
heated grain ; and it will be desirable to have the result of their Lordships’ com- 
munication with Messrs. Baring Brothers made known to us at your early 
convenience. 



Enclosobe. 

ExTR.^t from a Letter of Messrs. Grinrell, Minturk, anti Co., to Messrs. Bauing 
Brothers, dated 31st Dec. 1845, New York. 

“ Oiir separate letter will acquaint you with the progress made iu the execution of your 
raluahle order for Indian com and corn meal. The only description of corn which can now 
be obfainetl (since the first cargoes were purchased) is of this years yroioth, of which so little 
has been shipped to Europe at this period in former years, that it is impossible to obtainjfiicfB 
to assure us of its safe keeping ; for which reason we had suspended shipments to allow the 
grain to become dry; but in view of the importance of dispatch, Mr. Ward, upon consideration 
of the whole matter, has deeiiled to have it go forward immediaiely, and we shall therefore 
rapidly proceed in chartering and loading vessels. It is certain that the grain this sea.soii is in 
an unusually fine condition, and all possible care has been used in selecting the parcels pur- 
chased ; and although we feel great confidence that it will go safely, we recommend that the 
vessels should be discharged as soon after arrival as possible ; should any be heated, it will be 
the upper surface of a cargo, and the remedy is drying by exposure to the air,” 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 27. 1846. 

Transmit this letter and its enclosures in original to the Commissioners of 
Audit, in continuation of previous letters from this Board on the subject of the cargo 
ol the “Atlas, and state that their Lordships do not propose to communicate 
with Messrs. Baring, as recommended by Sir R. Routh, until they shall have 
received a report from the Coimiiissioners of Audit, suggesting any proceedings 
which it may be proper to adopt, in reference to the cargo of this vessel. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, February 1846. 

I HA.VE your letter of the 23rd, and I shall not be at all sorry if you 
shoidd have influence enough to procure us an office in the Castle, for I lose so 
much time m going and coming, that the day is gone before I perceive it. I 
will also ^aiu speak to Mr. Pennefather on the subject, for I am obliged to sit 
up by night to hurry through my correspondence. I am now writing to vou 
at half-past 10 o’clock. ^ 

I thank you very much for the interest you take in regard to the Secretaries 
of the Loca,l Committees, but I am not quite certain that the staff-officers you 
name will, in point of fact, be more efficient than the painstaking, hardworking 
constable, who is doubly responsible to his own chief and to us, and knows the 
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cliaracter and persons of every man he has to deal with, and can require the 
services of all his corps. The otliers have the advantage of the rant, which 
is a great advantage if we can be sure of th e other qualifications. It is a ques- 
tion for reflection. 

I have been obliged to put a few queries to Mr. Hewetsou before I can lay 
before you a cost price. I am quite aware that the price of oatmeal must 
affect the decision. 

I did not understand the Chancellor of the Exchequer to refer the applica- 
tions in any other sense than as you describe, but still I am glad to have it 
confirmed by you. 

The Commander of the Forces has agreed to place a sufficient infantry force 
in Dundalk, but the prosperity of Drogheda, partly from the railroad and 
other causes, occupies every storehouse in that town, hly best resource is 
Dublin, with a store betw’een the mouths of the two canals, which will com- 
mand an immense tract of country, and be evidently a more comprehensive 
source of supply, and a rapid channel of communication wth your arrange- 
ments at home. As soon as I have half a day to spare, I shall lay these view’s 
officially before you. 

We have been engaged the w’hole of this day in certain details of order and 
routine in our instructions to Local Committees, so as to make them as prac- 
tical as possible ; and "we shall, I hope, bring this to a conclusion to-morrow. 
It is most important that a deliberate and matui’e consideration should be given 
now to each item before we put them forth, that they may he clear to every 
one’s understanding, and require no subsequent explanation. The old maxim 
“ caution in devising and determination in executing ” is worthy of all our 
attention. 

The Lord Lieutenant appears mucli pleased with the new constitution of the 
Commission. He is very land, and affords to us every means of assistance we 
can desire, and never fails to express an interest in what is passing. 

I have just received the bread, which I find excellent, but there is not enough 
of the Indian meal to give it a fair trial ; but it was excellent. I have eaten a 
plate full. I sent a loaf of each kind to the Lord Lieutenant. 



Mr. Trevelyak to Sir R. Routh. 

Trea-niry, Fclruanj 26, 1S46. 

I xow fulfil my promise of sending you Lists of the Out Pension Officers 
and Adjutants of jMilitia, with memoranda from Colonel Tulloch of those 
among them w’ho would be likely to be most useful to youi' Commission. 

I also send five spare copies of the List of Staff-Officers of Pensioners, with- 
out the private memoranda. 

Colonel Tulloch mentioned to me that you would do well to communicate 
on this subject with Major Swan, the senior officer at Dublin, and if you require 
any special or circular orders to be issued to these officers I'rom the War Office, 
you will let me know. 

I will send you the List of Officers selected from the Secretary at War’s 
List of Candidates for Out Pension Paymasterships, as soon as I receive it from 
Colonel Tulloch. 

]\Iy ow’n inclination, however, would be, when the clioice lies between two 
officers of nearly equal qualifications, one constabulary and the other belong- 
ing to the out-pension department, to prefer the constabulary officer, because 
he w’ould be backed by a more powerful and efficient organization than the 
other, and one better suited to our purposes. 

The officers and other trustworthy persons belonging to the coast-guard may 
be employed with advantage on the coast, as they were by Sir John Hill in 
1836, (see page 18 of the Printed Correspondence relating to former periods of 
scarcity, under the head of " Allocation of Oatmeal, &c.”) unless there should 
be other parties w’hom it would be more desirable to employ. 

In some cases the Commission will, I j)resume, avail itself of the assistance 
of the officers and others of the Revenue Police, and I am sure you will have 
Colonel Brereton’s hearty co-operation. 



H 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co. 

Treasury, February 27, 1846. 

On full consideration, I thinlc it would not be advisable to send instruc- 
tions to the United States that any charterparties which may still have to be 
Altered into for the conveyance of Indian corn to tliis country, should contain a 
provision for the cargo being deliverable in any part of Ireland. 

Such an arrangement would, as you observe, enhance the freight on the 
whole quantity sent, while it is doubtful whether we should have occasion to 
avail ourselves of the power of sending on the vessels to places on the West Coast, 
even if we possessed it 

I shall, therefore, be obliged to you to take no notice of the matter in your 
correspondence with your agent in America. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, February 27, 1846. 

I SEND for your information copy of a correspondence I have had with 
Messrs. Baring on the subject of your remark, that the charterparties do not 
aBow of the vessels being sent to places on the west coast of Ii*eland. 

I retain my original impression, that the safest and most convenient course 
will he to discharge all the ships from America at Cork as they ari’ive, and to 
send on the meal to the different depots as it is required. 

The plan of discharging the ships from America into a store-ship, after the 
magazines and warehouses are Ml, appeai-s to be a very good one, and I hope 
you have been able to make arrangements with the Admiral for the purpose. 

I am particularly desirous to avoid, if possible, sending any grain from Cork 
to the different depots, unless it should hereafter be required in certain quantities 
to be eaten as hominy. The stock of meal you receive from America, in addition 
to what yon yourself grind, will, I should hope, answer every demand for a long 
time to come ; and if it should become absolutely necessary to grind elsewhere 
than in our own mills, I should be inclined to have it done at one place in 
Cork, under your superintendence, instead of sending the grain to he ground at 
the different depots. 

I will write to you separately about the damaged cargo of the Atlas,” and 
meanwhile I will only remark, that I consider it on many accounts of great 
consequence that the survey of all the cargoes should he made in a perfectly 
effective manner, and I shall he obliged to you to be guided accordingly. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Corh, Februa?'y 27, 1846. 

Our establishment, the vigour with which it is worked,’ the quantity of 
work done, and the fine appearance of the corn in our extensive lofts, is quite the 
admiration of this city, and does, as it should do, great credit to the Govern- 
ment ; and I am of opinion, although the corn factors and other interested 
parties do not look, upon us with favour, that Indian corn and meal will, 
before another six months, become in great request as a primary article of food 
among the peasantry and poorer classes ; hut it must not cost its present high 
price, which, in our shipmaits, originates in the United .States, of course 
occasioned by the sudden and increased demand, and the exigency of the 
service ; all this will settle down hereafter, and the grain he imported at a 
moderate cost. 

I cannot seal this note without adding, lhat the prompt assistance I invariably 
get in every way from the Admiral Sir R Pigot, and all his people, is most 
gratifying. No sort of difficulty is ever put in the way, whatever I ask ; on the 
contrary, every facility is afforded, and that cheerfully. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dvbliny Febmary 28, 1846. 

I HAVE tlie honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Ibords Commissioners of Her jMajesty’s Treasury, a printed copy 
of the Instructions to Committees, of which about ten will ^ transmitted to 
various localities by this evening’s mail. 

I also submit to you in their rough state some directions in preparation for the 
secretaries of the Committees, to show in a simple manner the form of distribution 
of stores, which it is proposed to paste on the first page of a quire or two-quire 
book, ruled and prepared for the service, and which I have sent to Mr. Coffin 
and IMr. Hewetson for their observations, and shall report to you hereafter. 

I have not touched in these directions on the sale of food, which will probably 
be the more general practice in the administration of relief, because, in this consi- 
deration, I am not yet ready with the estimate of the price which it would be 
just and reasonable to assign to it. The manner of account will offer no serious 
difficulty, and the same form will apply. 

On this subject the result shows — 

Per Adirondachy all charges included. 



Per bushel, ground at Cork 


lbs. 

56 . 


s. d. 

• 5 3^ 


Barrel of meal . . . 


196 . 


. 23 6t 


Hogshead of ditto . . 


784 . 


. 99 3^ 


Rainbow. 


Per bushel, ground at Cork 


56 . 


■ 4 9 


Barrel of meal . . . 


196 


. 22 10 


Atlas. 


Per bushel, ground at Cork 


56 . 


. 5 IJ 


Barrel of meal . . . 


196 . 


. 22 104 


Hogshead of ditto . . 


784 . 


. 97 54 


Liberty and Elsmore. 
Per bushel, ground at Cork 56 . 


. 4 24 


Barrel of meal . . . 


196 . 


■ 20 H 



Average price of the whole ground at Cork per bushel, is 4s. lljd., something 
exceeding a penny per lb. 

It is to he borne in mind, that none of the expected shipments are so dear as 
the first, and bear a nearer proportion to the quotation by the Liberty and 
Fh'inore, so that one penny per lb. may be received as a fair average on all the 
shipments of the meal ground at Cork. 

The excess on the barrels and hogsheads, which packages form about a tenth, 
of the whole consignments, is next to be considered, and arises chiefly from the 
increased expense of the package. By the barrels, the price avera^ 6s. 5d. 
per bushel of 561b., or lid. per lb. By the hogshead, the average is 7s. 
call it 7s., or lid. per lb. 

In grinding Indian com, the loss is about 2 per cent, on the weight s^t to 
the mill, chiefly in dust. 

On oatmeal, 1961bs. oats produce only 1 121hs. meal, mak ing a loss of 84 lbs, 
on 1961bs. 

The price of oats here rules from 14s. 6d. to 15s. The price of oatmeal is 
li. 6s. 3d. per barrel of 196* lbs., which brings the pound of oatmeal to l^d., <a 
something exceeding l^d. 

This is the best information that I can now offer, but I have some points to 
learn from Mr. Hewetson, in which I am not sure that I have comprehend^ his 
views. I should, therefore, wish to defer fOT a few days, my own opinion of tie 
price to be assigned to it, when offered for sale, tmtil i have had a further oj^wr- 
tudity of communicating with Cork. _r j j 

I have a few lines from Mr. Coffin, dated the 26th instant, at I/>ngford, and 
I regret that my letter announcing to him their Lordships’ intentions to send the 
oatmeal to Cork, in lieu of Dublin, had not reached mm ; ^d coi^denng tim 
demand for a store at that port pressing, and no other building to be ohtame^ 
he had closed with a Mr. Delany for the hire of his magazine, at the sum 
100?. for six months. The store is represented in a very favourable bgnt, but the 
demand is certainly very high. 
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I lay before you tbe reply of Deputy Commissary-General Kearney relative to 
tlie engagement of a store-keeper at Limerick, wliicli will not re-occur ; and also 
in regard to the periodical continuation of the hire of the magazines in that town 
if required. 

I beg to report to you the arrival of Assistant Commissary-General Stevens on 
the 23rd instant, and that he proceeded on the 26th, the first day on which he 
could obtain a place in the mail to Sligo, and I availed myself at the same time 
of their Lordships permission to employ Mr. Commissariat Clerk Moore, who 
accompanied Mr. Stevens to Sligo. 

I shall lay before you on Monday the projiosed arrangements for Dublin. 

In closing this letter I submit to you a circular from the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners which has been circulated as the occasion required by the Commission, 
so as to give publicity to the means sanctioned by law at the disposal of the Board 
of Guardians in Ireland for the relief of destitute poor persons affected with 
fever. 

I have received whilst writing the return of biscuit in charge of IMr. Booth, 
and I submit a copy of it for your information. 

It is all in bags, and there will naturally be much dust. 

The lateness of the hour will not permit me to enter on this subject till 
Monday. 



Sir, 



Poor Law Commission OJfice, Dublin, 
29i/i December, 1845. 



The Poor Law Commissioners hare had under their earnest consideration the various 
means at the disposal of Boards of Guardians in Ireland for the relief of destitute poor persons 
affected with fever. 

There are three modes sanctioned by law, which, with the entire concurrence and approba- 
tion of the Commissioners, have been adopted in different Unions for the relief of such patients. 
1st. The causing them to be conveyed from tiie workhouse of the Union to any fever hospital, 
and the maintaining them in such hospital. 2ndly. The hiring or renting a nouse or houses 
in any part of the Union for their reception and maintenance. And, Srdfy. The erecting, for 
the same purpose, on the workhouse ground, fever wards, or a fever hospital, as a separate 'and 
distinct building. 

Of these three modes of relief it. may be observed, that the first would scarcely ever be 
available for dealing with fever on a large scale, as it is only from the Union workhouse, and 
not from any part of the Union, that Boards of Guardians can send patients to any fever 
hospital. The second mode, under certain circumstances, and in certain localities, may bo 
regarded as highly valnable, but is a resource which may not always be readily at the ^m- 
niaiid of a Board of Guardians. But the third mode, namely, the erecting on the workhouse 
ground fever wards, or a fever hospital, as a separate and distinct building, is a provision ao-ainst 
lever, of general if not universal application to tbe Unions throughout Ireland ; and the Com- 
missioners have arrived at tbe deliberate conclusion that it is desirable that every workhouse 
peculiar circumstances, should be provided with a buildino- of this sort. 

Ihe Comrausioners believe that there is no such building on the workhouse ground of the 
1 .. .r. Union; and they are, therefore, desirous of calling the serious 
attention of the Board of Guardians to this important subject. If the Board of Guardians 
concurs in tbe views above stated, or for any reason is willing to entertain a proposition for 
erecjiig fever wards or a fever hospital on the workhouse ground, the Poor Law Comrais- 
vZS'Jh’ w m-operaling with the Board for this purpo.so, and they will 

35 the artidect of the Commisston to furnish the Guardians with a plan, speclficatioj and 
^ S'*’ ptopnsfi building, together with an estimate of tlie probable 

Union's *0 plan whioh has been adopted in a few 
the CommUsir ® “t^e workhouse, has never received the sanction of 

theCommissK^re; and is, m fact, a practice of which they strongly disarmrove as beina 
dangerous to the health of the other inmates of the workhouse. * ^ PP ' s 

I am. Sir, your very obedient Servant, 

To ihe Qerk of the Board of Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk 

Union. 
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Statement of the first Cost and Rate per Cent, of Charges on Indian Corn and Indian Corn-Meal Shipped 
in the United States, by the following Vessels, with the Rate of Freight thereon, to Cork : as also the 
Charges incurred on Landing, Storing, &c., the Cargoes, with the expense of Grinding the’Com at that 
place. ° 



Rat« ofArst Cost 
ill Ameiicoc Curteuc; 
uf Cents. 


Amount 
per Cent, on 


Premium 


Freight 


per Dusiiel 
of uG lbs. 


Meal, 
per Barrel 
of 196 lbs. 


Meal, 
per Hliil. 
of 784 lbs. 


Arst Cost 
of 


Bills drawn 
for 


in Sterliug, 


Adirondack . . . 83*40 






10*626 


8-2o 


Is. per Bushel. 


,, 81*00 










Is. per Bushel. 


, , 


423* 05 








4s. per Barrel. 


, , 




1800*00 






16s. per Hhd. 


Rainbow . . . . 14*02 






10*128 


8*5 


ll<f. per Bushel. 


,, 72*0292 










lit/, per Bushel.. 




418*42 








3s. 6d. per Barrel. 


Allas 81*4905 






10*812 


8*25 


lid. per Bushel. 


,, 80*6305 










lid. per Bushel. 




418*40 








3s. 6d. per Barrel. 


>1 




1800*00 






14s. per Hhd. 


Libertv . . . - 63 © 65 






say 11*5 


8*5 


9d. per Bushel. 


Rlsinore « . . . 63 © 65 


315 




say 11*5 




2s. llt^. aad 3s. per BarreL 



Rate of Cost, 

and Cliarges on Delivery at Cork, 
ill Sliillings Sterling. 


Rate of Charges at Cork 
for Grinding, Landing, &c., 
ill Shillings Sterling. 


Total Rate of Cost and Charga 
in Shillings Sterling. 


per Bushel 
of 56 lbs. 


Meal, 
per Barrel 
of 196 lbs. 


Meal, 
per Hhd. 
of 784 lbs. 


Coru, Meal, 

per Bnsliel pec Barrel 
of 56 lbs. of l96 lbs. 


Meal, 
per Hhd. 

of 784 Ibi. 


Meal, 
per Buihel 
of 56 Ibi. 


areal, 
per Barrel 
of 196 lbs. 


Meal, 
pi't Hhd. 
of 784 lb*. 


Adirondack . . . 4*835 






■436 




5*331 


.. 




,, 4*725 






•496 




5*221 


.. 






23*445 




.. *133 






23*518 




,, 




98*771 




*533 






99*310 


Raiubow . , , . 4*316 






*4% 




4*812 






,, 4*223 






•496 




4*719 






1 j 


22*115 




•133 






22*848 




Atlas 4*610 






•496 




5*166 






,, 4*630 






•496 




5*126 






, , 


22*113 




•133 






22*906 




Liberty . , . . | 3*108 




96*916 




■533 






97*449 






•496 




4*204 






Elsinore . . . . ' 

1 


20*341 




•133 






20*414 












4-939 


22'451 


98*379 












4s. Hid 


22s. 3tf. 


98s. 


Average Rate of Meal, from Grain ground at Cork, pet Bushel . 




4s. UK *. 




Ditto of Meal, received in Barrels 








6s. 5d. 






Ditto ditto in Hhds. 








Is. OK- 







Dublin, 28^7^ February, 1S46. R. J. Routh, C. G. 

The invoices of the two last-named vessels have not yet been received; but the rates reported as pre- 
vailing at the time tliey were loading, being considerably less than previous shipments, they have been added 
to those of which the invoices have come to hand, in order to give the average of the cargoes of the highest 
rat^, with those of the lowest. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, March 2, 1846. 

I H.WE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable niy liords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
from Commissary-General Coffin, dated Sligo, 28 February, reporting in detail 
his proceedings from Xiimerick to Longford, and the engagement which he had 
entered into with Mr. Delany for the hire of a magazine at the latter place to the 
1st September ; and I beg to acquaint you that I sh^l prepare forthwith to forward 
a small depot of Indian corn meal and oatmeal by the canal to that port. 

I have this morning engaged store room within the Custom-House Rocks, 
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payable at the rate at which the Trade is chai'ged. These prices are re^onable 
being 2s. per week per hundred barrels, and other packages in proportion ; and 
Mr. Scovell, the lessee, has agreed to keep our stores distinct. 

The intention of this depot is to keep the line of the two canals supplied, and to 
have the means of relieving the demands of county Meath, of reinforcing Dundalk, 
and of sending, if called upon to do so, supplies to Antrim. 

I trust to hear at an early period of the appointment of Deputy Commissary- 
General Dobree for Waterford, in the neighbourhood of which there is much 
distress. 

I fear that Assistant Commissary-General Kearney’s health renders him unequal 
to the charge at Sligo, and, with their .Dordships’ permission, I shall take au 
opportunity, without offending his feelings, and the zeal he has really mani- 
fested, to allow him to return into private life, for which I believe lie will be 
thankful. In the mean while Mr. Stevens appea'rs to be active and intelligent, 
and, as far as I can .judge, equal to the duty. 

I undewtand Assistant Commissary-General Gelston, though at the age of 68, is 
equal to serve. I desired Mr. Hewetson to see him, and his report is herewith. 
I thought of him for Bannagher on the Shannon, or for Limerick, leaving the 
selection to Commissary-General Coffin. He appeal's to have much local know- 
ledge at Limerick and in that county. May I request of you to obtain.foc me the 
permission of my Lords to call for his services if i-equired, and I shall then com- 
municate with liim. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R Routh. 

Treasury, March 4, 1846. 

When I mentioned to Mr. Robertson that the ration to be allowed to 
destitute persons is ordinarily to consist of l^lb. of Indian corn meal, and |-lb. 
|f oaimeal per diem, he stated at once that it would he more than they qould 
consume ; and when the quantity of water absorbed, and the manner in which 
the meal swells in baking is comidered, he would appear to have good reason 

for his remark. 

I am awaiting your further official communication on the price at which tlie 
meal is to he disposed of. This is a very essential point, which will require care- 
ful watching and much delicate management. If we fix the price Ingher-than 
oatmeal, nobody will thank us for dur interference ; while if we fik it itiiich 
lower, the whole country will come to our shop, and we shall interfere in au 
injurious way with the ordinary cOurSe Of private trade. 

I am also to hear from you separately on the subject of the stock of biscuit. 

I feel unwilling to send Mr. Gelston of the Audit Office to Ireland, owing 
to the embarrassment- likely to be caused in- that important office by the 
removal of experienced persons arid unless the Commission is already in 
possession of information incontestably proving the necessity of establishino- a 
depot at Waterford, the adoption of that measure is still open to much doubt. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, March 4, 1846. 

As SOOD as Mr. Co£En returns to Limerick I shall direct Deputy-Coni- 
Kramey to proceed to Westport. The increasing distress at 
Achill Island, at Broad Haven, at Killery Harbour, and other adjacent points, 
make it indispensable that this position should not be disre<^arded, 

There is a military force at Westport, and the regimental head-quarters are 
Castlebar. We have had accounts from this district, and the measure is one of 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury^ March 5, 1S46. 

You will liave seen from iny letter of yesterday, that I wish to know in 
what manner it is proposed that out-pension officers should he fitted on to the 
machinery of the local committees ; and that, even if there were no doubt on 
this point, it is necessary that the sanction of the Treasury and War OfB.ce 
should he obtained before any of these officers are employed on stated duties 
coimected with the relief, occupying much of their time, and requiring 
additional remuneration. 

As the attention of the local committees will at first be given to collecting 
and communicating information, and devising modes of relief, and as it is very 
desirable that they should assume, as far as possible, the character of voluntary 
associations, administering their own means on their own responsibility, might 
it not be sufficient if the Lord Lieutenant were, in the first instance, to appoint 
a qualified out-pension officer, or other person, to be a rnemher of the Com- 
mittee ; in which capacity he might, by giving his active assistance in the 
transaction of the business, and keeping up a close correspondence with your 
Commission, give the desired direction to the proceedings of the Committee, 
■^ho would, in this case, select their own Secretary. 

When a committee becomes accountable to the Government for the dis- 
ti’ihution of food or money entrusted to it, your Commission may, if you think 
proper, insist on the appointment of a government officer as paid Secretary ; 
and, in any case in which a Committee might apply for the assistance of a 
qualified person from the constabulary force to act in that capacity, their 
application would not, I suppose, be refused. 

You will have observed from my letters of yesterday, that it is desired that 
more central or branch depots should not be established, nor Commissariat 
officers appointed, without the previous sanction of this Board ; but we are 
ready to give that sanction, without any delay, on receiving an explicit state- 
meufi supported by the requisite explanations, of the necessity of each measure ; 
and I think that the present advanced state of your operations in the execution 
of the service entrusted to you, makes it desirable that you should make a 
report, showing at one point of view, the establishment as it now stands, and 
stating the additions which you consider to be immediately required to it, and 
the reasons for them. 

I do not doubt that we shall be able to supply you with the proper assistance 
when it is shown to be necessary ; but no measure will be taken for the purpose, 
until the above report shall have been received. 

With regard to the kiln-drying and grinding, my opinion is, briefly, kfln- 
dry all the grain, and grind to the utmost possible extent ; first, in our 
own mill at Cork, and secondly, by contracting for the grinding at Cork, 
by open competition; so that nothing but meal may, as far as possible, be sent 
from Cork. If we must employ private millers, they had better be employed 
at Cork, under the efficient superintendence of our establishment at that place, 
which is appropriated to the object of preparing the Indian corn for use, and 
sending it to the different depots in such moderate quantities, as may from 
time to time he required. By concentrating our grinding and storing at Cork, 
and considering the other depots, as much as possible, as “ issuing stores,” we 
shall do our work cheaper and better, and sh^ be able to give up our store- 
houses, a nd vdthdraw our establishments sooner, when the work is donn 



Treasury Minute, 

March 6, 1846, 

Write to Sir R. Ronth that the arrangement which has b^n made by Com- 
missary-General Coffin for the hire of a store at Sligo appear* to 1^ quite 
satisfactory. ^ 

With reference to that part of Mr. Coffin’s letter whidi rdates to <»Umg lor 
tenders for the supply of sacks and for grinding at Sligo, Loidship’s 
opinion that the grain received from -Araei'ica should be ground, to the utmost 
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possible extent, at Cork, and that the subordinate depots should be supplied from 
thence, with such quantities of meal as may from time to time be required ; and it 
is desired that this course of proceeding may not be departed from without the 
sanction of this Board having been previously obtained on a lull representation ot 
the circumstances of the case. 

If the Commission are of opinion that it will be necessary to make arrangements 
in the Commissariat Department with a view to relief being afforded in the neigh- 
bourhood of AVestport, and the Lord-Lieutenant sanctions the measure, their 
Lordships approve of Deputy Coramissavy-General Kearney being directed to 
proceed to that quarter; and in the case supposed, the appointment of Dejmty 
Assistant Commissai’y-General Campbell to the charge of the depot at Longlbrd, 
and of Commissariat Clerk IM'Clintock to do duty in feir R. Routh s office are also 
approved. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, March 6, 1846. 

To-day we have been changing office to the Castle, and to-morrow I 
shall he installed there, though not settled, as we have to get our few articles 
of furniture from the Board of Works. We shall have to pay for our present 
office until the end of the month, the 20tli instant, but the public has only been 
charged with an office since the 20^1 January ; previously to that date the duty 
was transacted in my room. I am informed at the Castle that they cannot 
give a messenger, and tliat the person who cleans the rooms and .lights the fires 
receives 5^. per month, and a messenger from I5s. to 20^. per month. 

I thank you for your explanation in regard to the staff officers of pensioners, 
and shall be guided by it. We are scarcely advanced enough to judge how we 
may act with tlie constabulary accountants, until the obligation forces itself 
upon us. It may not he possible to attach a member of this coi'ps to the local 
committees as a sole accountant of the district ; we may find it expedient to send 
him direct from a central depot to a given point, or difi'erent accountants to 
several given points within the same district, there to issue on certain autho- 
rities to persons employed on works or to the destitute, and in all cases to be 
prepared for sale. I cannot tell the Treasury exactly how this service may 
be carried on, because I do not know precisely the shape in which the event 
may present itself. You must, therefore, allow me a discretionary power, and 
you must be certain that no one has a greater interest in doing it rightly, for 
success depends upon it. 

I send you officially Mr. Hewetson’s report upon the question of kiln-drying, 
which concurs with mine. The damp of this climate is quite as prejudicial, if 
not more so, than the heat of others. My mind is quite made up, that we can- 
not omit this precaution with jnudence, or without the greatest risk. Open 
with a penlmife the end of the grain near the stalk, and you will find a soft 
part, and this can neither resist great heat nor great damp. 

I oljserve what Mr. Robertson says about my proposed ration, and his opinion 
where he utters it, is right, hut not as I see the question here. The price of 
labour is 8rf. per diem ; the price of the meal \ d., or thereabouts, per lb. It is 
a new kind ol food, to which the palate is not accustomed; and one of our 
difficulties, and not the least, is to make it acceptable. The ration, as I put it, 
will cost about 2c?. to ^\d., and we give it to a labourer who, if he were paid in 
money, would earn 8<f. It would never be prudent nor right, nor a well-timed 
economy, to bring to hear against us quantity as well as quality. No doubt, 
after a time, they will like it ; hut if we hurt their pride by paying their labour 
at so reduced a rate as 2d. to Zd. per diem, we already indispose them to pass 
over their first objection to it as a new food. Nor is there anything extraor- 
dinary in tliis, for persons of the first rank or education, in passing from one 
coimtry to another, and changing their habitual eating or drinking, feel a 
repugnance which, however temporary, is strong at the first experiment. 

Besides, the Irish require more sustenance in meal than labourers of other 
countries. They are accustomed to potatoes which satisfy by repletion, and a 
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more nourishing substance, which does not fill the stomach, leaves a craving 
sensation, a want of support and strength, as if they had not eaten enough. 

With regard to the price, I have called upon Mr. Hewetson for some expla- 
nations which I wait for to bring before you. I vnXl not say my mind is made 
up on this subject, but I have a great leaning to the opinion I expressed to you 
of \d. per lb. I have laid before you officially a reply to Sir Robert Kane, 
from the Mining Company, to whom he had written, at my req^uest, to inquire 
into the particulars of their charge of 1 1.?. per cwt. to their workmen of some 
Indian com meal imported by them. This exceeds the penny, being per 
stone of 14 lbs., whilst our price would be 14rf. The men (I was informed 
from a source I considered entitled to credit) expressed unwillingness to pur- 
chase it at that price. 

We have to obtain favour for this new food at the beginning, which, in 
the end, will be the greatest possible boon to Ireland ; for I apprehend as a 
food the potato will never be what it has been, nor can the people ever place 
the same confidence in its growth. It will in time resume its proper station 
as a vegetable, and cease to be a staple article of food. 

It appears to me, there can be no reasonable competition between corn meal 
and oatmeal, the latter, from long habit and prejudice, enjoying a pre-eminence 
against which the former has to contend. The corn meal should, therefore, be 
offered at a price which would enable it to succeed against the public pre- 
possession in favour of oatmeal. To sell at a price which would effect this 
would not, I imagine, interfere with the ordinary course of trade, for it is a law 
in trade that the value of an article is what it will fetch, and men submit to a 
first loss when they introduce a new article unknown to the trade, so as to make 
its qualities known and establish its value. I should think that the only way 
in which this price would interfere with the course of trade would be by its 
inviting speculators to buy it up, to sell again at a higher price ; but this could 
hardly occur, for we should only sell in large quantities to local committees, 
who would tender subscriptions in payment. All other sales would be in small 
quantities under due check. 

The Commission have been very much engaged in preliminary matter, which 
does not show immediately, but I trust that the result of the next few days 
will satisfy you on this point. 

You are aware that we require some time yet to be ready. In setting so 
large a w'heel in motion, there are a great many details to attend to, and we 
have used every exertion to employ the people, and stave off the moment of 
the actual issue of provisions. 

I have written to Mr. Hewetson for 4000 barrels of meal for Dublin, and if 
you send any oatmeal, I should wish it to be addressed to this port. I have 
apprized him that Sligo is ready to receive 4000 barrels of meal ; that West- 
port will, I trust, shortly be prepared for a similar quantity ; that Limerick, 
with its numerous dependencies in Kerry and Clare, and Banagher, if we can 
obtain an officer for the charge, will require 7000 to 8000 barrels. 

I have asked Mr. Hewetson what quantities of com he could cause to he 
kiln dried and ground in the town by public competition over and above what 
is ground at the Lee mills ; for I quite agree in the expediency of concentrating 
the grinding in Cork, if enough can be ground in Cork to meet the demand. 
It is very inconvenient to grind in Limerick, for the duties of Mr. Coffin 
require him to be more actively employed, and I am not sure of the assistance 
he has with him to run the risk of a failure by overtasking their powers. I 
applied for Assistant Commissary-General Gelston, in order to station an officer 
at Banagher, at the head of the Grand Canal, subject always to a certain 
watching of the event, for we have very bad advices from Tralee, in County 
Keiry, and all round into Dingle Bay, and even Killamey. Mr. Gelston, the 
Assistant Commissary-General, was stationed many years in Limerick, and is 
in possession of all the localities. 

Mr. Dobree is arrived, and went down this morning to Waterford, in conse- 
quence of the “ Harriet Rockwell” having overshot the Port of Cork, md gone 
into Waterford, and the master says she has shifted her cargo, and it would 
not be safe for him to take her back to Cork. Mr. Hewetson presses much for 
Mr. Dobree’s assistance, but I have written to him by all means to order the 
“Harriet Rockwell" to Cork if possible, and not to unload her at Waterford. 
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Without this event I should not have sent Mr. Dobree immediately to 
Waterford, though it fully requires such an arrangement, but the demands of 
Armagh, Monaghan, and Meath, compete ■with it. These last counties are 
more wealthy, but also more populous, and some railroads are about to inter- 
sect them. We have strong applications from Kilkenny, from Carrick-on-Suir, 
and as high as Carlow and Tipperary, which will naturally look to Waterford. 
Mr. Hewetson is so much engaged with his particular duty that I cannot 
calculate on the same assistance from him towards the interior- of the country, 
and Mr. Dobree, at Waterford, will supply his deficiency. 

There is no doubt we want an officer for Dundalk, and I wish, indeed^ you 
could assist me, hut I know not how you can. 

I must now conclude for to-night, and to-morrow I will add, if anything 
should appear to be omitted or require explanation in my official letters. But, 
before I conclude, let me ask you, in case of an official representation from the 
CommKsiou, for one or more of the staff officers of pensioners, what you would 
conceive to be a reasonable extra allowance to apply for. 

March 7. — I have your letter this morning, but the business, that is, the 
correspondence of the Commission, has been so heavy, and my o'wn also, that 
I have no time to add. 

I shall take care that a weekly report, besides the Minutes, is made direct 
from the Commission in future, so that Sir James Graham may have regular 
information of every detail through the authorities here. 

I have been obliged to bring specially before the Lord Lieutenant to-day 
the progress of fever and dysentery. I hear there is a Bill pending, or in 
contemplation, to give certain power's to the Lord Lieutenant, but I do not 
know its details. All we want is power to order medical inspection or 
attendance in those cases which the Poor Law does not reach. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. ’ 

Dublin, March 7, 1846. 

In reference to the considerations which attend the fixing of a cost price for 
the Indian corn meal, I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of 
the Right Honorable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy 
of a letter from the Mining Company of Ireland, addressed to Sir Robert Kane, 
on the subject of the price ^TOich that Company had fixed on the cwt. of Indian coim 
imported by them for the use of their workmen. 



Enclosure. 

The Mining Comp.^ny of Irelakd to Sir Robert Kane. 

Office, 30, Lotcer Ormond Quay. 

Dublin, March 4, 1846. 

In reply to your enquiry, "What induced the Board of Directors of the Mining 
Company to purcha« Indian corn meal for the labourers employed by the Company, iu the 
present se^on , I ha.ve to acquaint you that it has been customary for the Board in all 
»a»ns, when a scarcity of prorisioos was apprehended, to make similar arrangements ; and 
baving_ in the present season received early intimation of the afflicting calamity by which the 
labouring class has been deprived of the customary supply of potatoes, their usual food, the 
Board instituted enquiries as to the best and cheapest substitute; and Indian meal being so 
consider^, ffle price being lU. per ton, whilst oatmeal ranged from 151. to 17/., a temporary 
supply of the former was purchased, wfflch is delivered to the men in small quantities as 
^uired, at cost price, lls. per wt„ the Company bearing the expense of removal and 
delivery, with interest on capital. The price was named to the men when they entered into 
con racts tor the works m progress, in order that they might know the price they are to pay ' 
for th.s now neeepary of dnmg the period of their contracts for works, and with a view 
0 the further assistance of the labonrers in this respect, direction has been given for adopting 
dXshTbJrcZvcA so sooo a, t£ present i£po?t 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, March 7, 1846. 

I HAVE tile honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honorable My Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasuiy, copy of a memo- 
randum from Cominissaiy-General Hewetson, in relation to the expediency of kiln- 
drying the Indian corn previously to grinding ; and to state, to the best of my 
knouuedge and experience in this article, that I believe the principle on which he 
founds his opinion to be correct; and that I recommend the continuance of this 
practice, as one that it might be dangerous to abandon. 



Enclosure. 

Lee Mills Depot, Cork, March 4, 1846. 

Memorandum by Commissary-General Hewetson in reference to Mr. Trevelyan’s Letter 
dated Treasury, February 28, 1846, addressed to Sir R. J. Routh. 

The introduction of large supplies of Indian corn into this country to be manufactured into 
meal for human food being altogether new, it is not possible at this early period of its manu- 
facture to give a correct opinion how long the meal will keep good without the com being 
previously kiln-dried. It must be kept in mind that, in Ireland, wheat is invariably kiln-dri^ 
previously to grinding it into flour, the exti-eme damp of the climate rendering this process 
necessary, not tor the security of the grain, but of the meal manufactured from it. 

All meal exported from the United States to Europe and to foreign possessions is manufac- 
tured from kiln-dried com. * 

I should hesitate in our peculiar case (although it is so desirable to keep the expense of its 
manufacture within the closest limits) discontinuing to kiln-dry, looking to the important 
object to meet which the corn is imported : were it for any other purpose than security against 
prospective want, I should, without hesitation, say the experiment of not kiln-drying shomd be 
tested for a period of six months. 

Our master miller thinks the meal from kiln-dried corn better than when it is not kQii- 
dried, and that its manufacture is more rapid. There are now nearly 900 sacks of meal of 
20 stone each in the granaries ground from com not kiln-dried, and it is in excellent condition ; 
but having only been ground within the last three weeks, no judgment can be formed as to how 
long it will keep so : it will be the first disposed of. One kiln turns out sufficient to keep the 
mills c'oing, and to reduce the expense of further gangs of kilnmen and consumption of coal, 
one only of the two is kept in operation, observing it is worked night as well as day. 

An experiment will be made upon a whole cast from the kiln, say 400 bushels, to ascertain 
the difference of weight between corn kiln-dried and com not kiln-dried : the result ^all be 
given when completed. 

I conclude, as a matter of course, that all the United States’ manufactured meal is from 
kiln-dried com; Messrs. Baring’s order was to that effect; and I observe in Messrs. Grinnell 
and Minturn’s letter to that firm, dated 20th December, the meal is called kiln-dried : what 
has been received of Adirondack’s ” and “ Atlas’ ” cargoes is kiln-dried. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 10, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, that their Lordships concur in opinion with him, that 
all the Indian corn belonging to the Government ought to be kiln-dried previously 
to its being converted into meal. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublhi, March 7, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissionei-s of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the arrival of 
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree on Thursday, the 5 th inst., and to acquaint 
you that he proceeded to Waterford on the following morning. 1 lay before you 
a sketch of that county, with the decimal number of the loss in each electoral 
division ; and I add to them some reports from Carrick-on-Suir, as a specimen of 
the applications from it. 

You will observe that Commissary-General Hewetson’s exertions are now so 
much absorbed in the special duty on which he is employed, that I can scarcely 
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expect from tun at this moment even the care of the interior of his own district, 
much less the necessary attention required to the counties of Waterford and Tip- 
perary. The former has 14 electoral divisions which have lost half their crop, 
13 which have lost seven-tenths, and 14 which have lost eight-tenths. Tipperary 
has 54 electoral divisions that have lost half their ci*op, 11 which have lost seven- 
tentlis, and 20 which have lost eight-tenths. 

At the same time, under all these pressing circumstances, I should have hesi- 
tated between Waterford and Dundalk, if 1 had not been forced into the measure 
by the arrival of the "Harriet Rockwell" at Waterford, which had overshot her 
port; and the statement of the master, that in consequence of the vessel having 
shifted her cargo, he could not with safety attempt to return to Cork. A survey 
has been ordered, to substantiate the case ; but, in fact, the two posts are most im- 
portant, and both appear to me to be indispensable. 

I shall lay before you early in the week a sketch of the counties Meath, Mo- 
naghan, and Armagh, whicii must look to the nearest port of Dundalk. You are, 
I Mieve, aware that these populous counties have suffered very considerably, but 
they have also more resources, and may resist the effects of their loss for some 
further period. Still there are veiy bad points, particularly in county Meath. 

It was my inteution to have detached Deputy Assistant Commissary-General 
Campbell for this duty, but other claims intervened from county Mayo. The 
■western district is the most poverty-stricken of all Ireland, and the least advanced 
in civilization. I received the most pressing complaints from Ballinahinch, Killery 
Harbour, Achill Island, and all along the coast up to Broad Haven. They were 
accounts that could not be overlooked. You will pei-peive by the map that the 
resources at Sligo ai-e sufficient only for the coast beyond Broad Haven and the 
north side of the bay of Donegal, and the interior to the east of Sligo and towards 
Roscommon. It became absolutely necessary to place a depot on the coast between 
Limerick and Sligo, and Westport was selected as the most central, being a military 
station, with the head-quarters of the regiment at Castlebar. I had no officer for 
this duty but Deputy Commissary-General Kearney, and this arrangement leaving 
a vacancy at Longford it has been filled up by Deputy Assistant Commissary- 
General Campbell. Thus I liave no officer for Dundalk. 

In the meanwhile the duties of Commissaiy-General Coffin at Limerick are of a 
nature to press hai-dly upon him. The villages of Clare and Newmarket will very 
shortly come upon him. The demands from Kilrush and Kilkee are only over- 
come for the moment. County Kerry, from the neighbourhood of Tralee round 
into Dingle Bay and in the interior, is already calling for Ids exertioiss, and it 
may become necessai-y to occupy Bannagher at the head of the Grand Carnal upon 
the Shannon. 

Under these circumstances I solicit the appointment of Assistant Commissary- 
General Gelston to be stationed at Limerick, where, from long residence, he is 
possessed of much local knowledge, to be atbicbed to l\Ir. Coffin, in lieu of Assistant 
Commissary-General Thomas Kearney, who has been obliged by sickness to retire 
again upon half-pay. 

I shall forward to you early in the week some of the reports from the western 
district, which have forced upon me the establishment at Westport, and which 
■want of time and means now prevent me from accomplishing. 

Treasury 1\Iinute on the above. 

March 13, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, that under the circumstances of the alleged serious de- 
ficiency of the potato crops in the counties of Tipperary and Waterford, and of 
the accidental arrival of the ship "Harriet Rockwell” at that port, my Lords 
approve of his having deputed Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Waterford 

Their Lordships are pleased to authorize, for the reasons explained by Sir R 
Routh, Assistant Commissary-General Gelston being employed under the direc- 
tions of Commissary-General Coffin. 

As Mr. Graggs, who was for some years engaged in the examination of the 
Canada Mihtia accounts, appears qualified to render useful service in Ireland he 
has been directed to proceed to Dublin without delay, to place himself at Sir R 
:^uth’s disposal as a temporary clerk, with the usual pay of 7s. 6ci. a dav without 
allowances. ^ 
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A fui-ther commuaication will shortly be made to Sir R. Routh on the subject 
of the appointment of a qualified officer to the charge of the depot at Dundalk. 

Write to Mr. Graggs that their Lordships have been pleased to select him for 
employment in Ireland as a temporary clerk on the usual pay of 7s. 6cZ. a>day 
without allowances ; and they desire that he will proceed to Dublin without delay, 
and there place himself under the orders of Commissuiy-General Sir R. Routh. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships have selected for the charge of the 
depot at Dundalk or such other duty connected with the relief of the people 
during the expected scarcity in Ireland, as the exigencies of the public service may 
require, Mr. A. Mealier, of their own office, who was formerly employed on a 
similar duty in Ireland under the orders of Sir John Hill. 

It is their Lordships’ intention that Mr. Waller should he employed, under Sir 
R. Routh’s directions, in every respect on the same footing as the Commissariat 
officers on the establishment in Ireland ; and Sir K. Routh is authorised to issue to 
him an allowance at the rate of a guinea a-day as his remuneration for this service, 
besides lodging allowance, the rate of which will hereafter be fixed. 

Add that Mr. Waller has been directed to proceed to Dublin without delay, to 
place himself at Sir R. Routh’s disposal. 

Write to Mr. Waller that the experience acquired by him when he was employed 
under Sir John Hill on the western coast of Ireland in 1836 in affording relief to 
persons suffering from scarcity, and the satisfactory manner in which he acquitted 
himself on that occasion, have induced their Lordslups to select him for the per- 
formance of similar duties in connection with the measures now in progress for the 
relief of the people during th<5 expected scarcity in Ireland ; and they desire that 
he will proceed without delay to Dublin, and place himself under the orders of 
Commissary-General Sir R. Routh. 

Sir R. Routh has been authorised to issue to Mr. Waller an allowance at the 
rate of a guinea a-day as his remuneration for this service, besides an allowance 
for lodging, the rate of which will liereafter be fixed, and bis actual travelling 
expenses. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Treveltax. 

Dublin, March 8, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you for tbe information of the Right 
Honourable My Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Trejisury, copy of my 
Instructions to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford, if it is their 
Lordships’ pleasure that he should remain at that post. 



Exclosore. 

Sir R. Route to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 

Dublin, March 7, 1846. 

In undertaking tbe charge at Waterford, your first step will be to look out for a secure 
and sufficient magazine, accessible to the water and to military protection, and sufficient to 
contain at least 4000 barrels. 

You will submit such tenders as you may be able to obtain for buildings in proper situations 
to me for approval, and for tbe information of my Lords of the Treasury. 

It is not intended that you should undertake grinding, or any other duty but that of the 
dep6t, and the supply from it to the County of Waterford, and the adjoining parts of Tipperary 
and Kilkenny, and County Wexford, and the country on the boi-ders of the Barrow, and 
generally to meet the demands of the people suffering under scarcity. 

I transmit to you some printed copies of the Instructions to local Committees which have 
been promulgated by the Commission, having for their object to engage the co-operation of 
the inhabitants to work simultaneously with the Government upon the principles therein 
explained. 

1 know not if we shall be able to give complete effect to this intention; but we must promote 
this cordiality with every effort in our power, as it offers the best hope of our success. Wljen 
the distress shall become imminent and general, as 1 fear it will in the month of^May, the 
common danger will unite all parties. 

The instructions to the Committees, if fairly carried out, will, I hope, combine another object, 
that of testing by their regulations the reality of the crisis. 

I shall forward to you an order to the head of the Constabulary, the County Inspector, to 
give you every assistance, and I place much reliance on the exertions of this corps. You wilj 
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observe, in the last i tem of the instructions, it is proposed to attach a constable as an accountant 
to the Committee ; but you may be called upon to send supplies to various points in either of 
these counties, also under the charge of constables j and you should move the Committee to 
appoint a quorum or sub-committee in such directions, to assist and act with you. These may 
probably be only temporary duties. In all cases you will receive instructions from me, for the 
applications from the distressed districts will in the first place be made direct to the Commission 
acting under the orders of the Lord Lieutenant, and when approved, an immediate communi- 
cation will be made to you. This mil relieve you from the inconvemence of direct applications 
to your dep6t, which you could verify by no test. 

As soon as the cost price at which tlie maize is to be sold shall be established under the 
authority of the Treasury, some quire books, witb short printed instructions for keeping the 
accounts, will be forwarded to you ; for your principal duty will be the sale of food throughout 
the interior of your charge, either in exchange for subscriptions collected by the Committees, or 
in smaller quantities by persons designated by them, or by such other authority as the Lord 
Lieutenant may approve. 

1 g ball also at the same time communicate the plan by which issues will be regulated to the 
destitute, to persons from whom a task of work is exacted, or to those working in gangs under 
the orders of the County Surveyor or other superintendent of works ; and further, I shall state 
to vou the quantity and description of the ration, and the voucher on which it is to be issued ; 
and I shall endeavour to reduce this information and the plan of acceunt into the narrowest 
limit and upon the most simple form. 

All transport required by you will be obtained through the medium of the Constabulary. 

The Constabulary will also provide escorts, but not guards j and for this last protection yon 
must look to the army, and act in concert with the officer in command at Waterford or 
elsewhere. 

You will also make yourself acquainted and be on good terms with the officers of the 
Coast Guard, who are throughout zealous and intelligent, in the event of your requiring their 
assistance on the coast, which they will be prepared to volunteer. 

I fear that the Revenue Police are too much engaged in their own duties, to afford you any 
efficient support. 

I shall forward to you an order on (he County Inspector for one constable to be permanently 
attached to you during the continuance of this service ; and you will submit an application for 
such further assistance as your duties may require, and with such anticipation tliat they may 
receive the previous sanction of my Lords of the Treasury. 

I shall cause a sufficient number of the sheets on the use of the Indian com for the lower 
classes to be sent to you, with a few of the pamphlets on the same subject. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 10, 1846. 

Wiite to Sir R. Routb in reply to his letter, dated the 28th ultimo, with its 
several enclosures on the subject of the Instructions furnished by the Relief Com- 
mission to the Local Committees, and other matters connected with the relief of 
the people under the expected scarcity in Ireland ; and his letter dated the 8th 
instant, enclosing a copy of the Instructions furnished by himself for the guulaiice 
of Deputy-Commissary-General Dobree, in the service entrusted to him at Water- 
ford; and state that then Lordships have no objection to offer to any of tlie arraiio-e- 
ments reported in these letters. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasw'y, March 9, 1846. 

^ have received very full and satisfactoi 7 letters from you to-dav both 
private and omciaL 

I now consider it as settled that all our grain is to be kiln-dried before it is 
ground. 

^ Your reasouiug loft in regard to tie c[uaiititj of meal of which the ration 
IS to conast, and to the price at which the meal is to be disposed of, appears 
to me to be just and satislactory. 
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Sir R- Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dvhlin, March 9, 1846. 

W ITH reference to the cost price of the Indian corn meal, I have the honour 
to lay before you, for the information of the Right Honourable my Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter from Commissary-General 
Hewetson of the 6th instant. 

And I submit at the same time copy of a letter from Assistant Commissary- 
General Stevens from Sligo, dated the 7th instant, which is very encouraging. 

I send two samples received with the last letter; No. 1, is in my opinion, the 
best, and has most flavour. It is not an advantage to grind Indian corn too fine ; 
it impairs the flavom*. 

Our highest cargo is the ‘‘Adirondack.” I had lately occasion to sell two sacks 
of the meal to a Dublin baker (who paid the transport from Cork), which 1 charged 
at lOs. 6(f. per cwt., and which covered all expenses of first cost, shipping, freight, 
and grinding at Cork. Our other cargoes will be lower. 

s. d. d. 

10 6 per cwt. is equal to 1^ per lb. 

11 8 ditto 1;| „ 

9 4 ditto 1 „ 

The “ Liberty” and “ Elsinore” do not quite average the Id. per lb., including 
the loss in kilu-drjdng and grinding. 

The corn meal received in baiwels and hogsheads from the United States forms 
no part of this calculation. It stands at a much higher rate, nearly one-third 
more ; but I attribute tlus increase entirely to the expense of the packages : there 
can be no other reason for it. The corn ground at Cork is shipped in bulk, and 
we use sacks and not barrels, and if sold in sacks, the value of the sack should be 
added to the cost price of the meal, or paid separately. 

My own feeling is in favour of Id. per lb., but my Lords have the subject before 
them as fair and unbiassed as I can present it, and I submit it to you for their con- 
sideration, always requesting you to bear in mind the great object of making it 
acceptable to the people. 



Ekclosores. 

Commissary-General Hewetsos to Sir R. Rooth. 

Lee MiUt Depot, Corh, 6rA March, 1846. 

In reply to your questions, conveyed to me in a letter from Assistant Commissary- 
General Cameron, dated the 1st instant, I am now enabled, having completed an experi- 
ment necessarily on rather a large scale, to state as follows, viz. ; — 

The kiln-dried com turns out well ; the progress making, is at the rate of 1800 sacks of 
16 stone each per week, obserring, that as this quantity is more than is required to feed 
the mills, but one of the two kilns is used ; putting both into operation, would, of course, 
occasion a double expense, in additional gangs of kiln-men, and in the consumption of 
coal, which for one averages about three tons per week. 

The process of kiln-drying causes (and I have tested this result upon 100 sacks of 16 
stoue each of com) a diminution in weight by evaporation of 3-iVer per cent. The master- 
miller states the kiln-dried com is manufactured, if anything, quicker than that not kiln- 
dried, and that the meal, though dried, is quite equal to, if not better, in quality than the 
green. 

Grinding, I am assured, can be done in Cork by public competition to the extent of 
2000 sacks of meal, of 20 stone'each, per week, by steam and water power mills, but I must 
here observe, with reference to my report, No. 11 of the 12th ulto., that a considerable saving 
of expense will ensue, if instead of bringing the whole of the corn up here to be ground 
in this city, a large portion of the grain should be sent direct from Haulbowline to the 
different depots on the east and west coasts of Ireland, to be there kiln-dried and 
manufactured on the spot. Mills calculated for this service are to be had, as far as my 
information goes, at all those points, and by dividing the manufacture of so large a quan- 
tity of meal between different districts, the cost of grinding will of course be less than if 
confined to one spot, say the city and environs of Cork. 

Touching the quantity of bran extracted from the meal (second fine or once ground), I 
am now enabled, under a new arrangement of our dressing machinery, to state it (and 
which result is obtained upon a quantity of 200 stone of meal), at certainty, under one 
per cent. ; the previous experiment was made with too fine a sieve ; indeed, the manufac- 
ture of Indian com into meal being altogether a new process here, our people have had 
much to study and learn before proper results can be obtained ; the present, I hope, wUl 
in the end prove correct and satisfactory. A sample of the meal, the produce of this 
experiment, I now forward, with a sample of the bran extracted; the loss in grinding and 
separating averages two. per cent. 
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In the United States a certain portion of bran (see extract from Dr. Bartlett's pamphlet 
below*) is separated from the meal, apparently to a greater extent than our dressing 
throws off: in my opinion for our purposes the orzee ground herewith, as I before ob- 
served, is that best suited for distribution to the people as a substitute for potatoes, and 
is manufactured with less expense than the twice ground. 

It will he highly desirable it a fixed rate could at once be established for its sale through- 
out the country, not to be deviated from, and if that rate could be Id. per lb. of meal 
whether United States ground or Irish manufacture, a great desideratum would be 
obtained, as regards its use : this must, however, be a question to be determined by Her 
Majesty’s Government, as no doubt, at that rate, taking also into account the employment 
of the steamers and numerous other contingencies, the balance sheet at the close of this 
service will be much against the public. 

P.S. I shall be prepared to ship supplies for Dublin, when demanded ; at the same time 
1 request to be informed by what conveyance, whether by steamer engaged for the service 
in Dublin or otherwise. 



Assistant Commissary-General Stevens to Sir R. Routh. 

Sligo, March 7, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a small sample of Indian meal at present used in large 
quantities at Armagh, which a gentleman left with me yesterday, and selling at 1 Is. to 1 Is. 6d. 
per 112 lbs. (oatmeal at 16s.). The poor people seem to like it, and the dealers are selling 
five tons of Indian corn-meal for one of oatmeal. 

I hare deemed it my duty to give you the information. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March I3, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that my Lords concur in opinion with him and Commis- 
sary-General Hewetson, that it will be advisable to fix the price at which the Indian 
corn meal is to be disposed of for the purpose of affording relief during the ex- 
pected scarcity at Id. per pound, and their Lordships desire that all issues to Local 
Committees and others may be made at that price. 

Their Lordships also desire that prompt payment may invariably be required 
from intending purchasers, except in the extreme case of urgent necessity com- 
bined with an absolute want of means of payment, when satisfactory security must 
be taken for due payment being made at the earliest practicable period. 



Mr. Stephen to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Downing Sti'eet, March 10, 1846. • 
I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Gladstone to transmit to you. for the 
consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, the copy of a letter from 
the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, requesting that they may be 
authorized to direct the Government Emigration Agents to take no steps for pre- 
venting the substitution of maize or Indian corn for potatoes on board ships 
clearing out under the Passengers’ Act. ^ 



Esclosuhz. 

Colonial Land and Lmigration Office, February 27, 1846. 

^ Rkfeebing to th**. exigendea of the case, we have to apply for Mr. Secretary Glad- 
stone s authority to direct the Government Emigration Agents to permit the substitution of 
maize or Indian corn for potatoes on board ships clearing out under the Passengers Act The 
law requires that there shall be on board provisions sufficient to admit of the following issues 
weekly to each adult, viz., 7 lbs. of bread, biscuit, flour, oatmeal, or rice ; and if one-half of the 
issue consist of bread or biscuit, the remainder may be made up by an issue of potatoes 5 lbs 
of potatoes being equivalent to 1 lb. of the other articles. The Legislature having expressly 
declared the descnption of food to be supplied to the passengers, we have not felt at libertv to 
sanction any departure from the law without (he Secretary of State’s authority • but con- 
sidering that any penalty for its non-observance can only be recovered by a Government oflice^ 
we have thought proper to apply for that authority, believing it to have been the intention of 
the Legislature to invest the Govern ment with some discretion rejecting the enforcement of the 

* “.The meal should be carefully sifted from the bran, which is good for pigs or poultry.” : 
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provisions of the Passengers’ Act. Whenever we receive an approval for the course we propose 
to adopt, we will give the Agents the necessary instructions respecting the relative q\iautities 
between the two descriptions of food to which we have referred, and will also communicate with 
the Board of Customs. 

^Ve have, &c. 

(Signed) T. Fredk. Elliot, 

J. Stephens, Esq. C. ALEXA^• 0 ER Wood. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 10, 1846. 

Transmit copies of this letter and of its enclosure to the Commissioners of 
Customs, and desire they will convey the requisite instructions to their officers for 
permitting the substitution of Indian corn for potatoes on board sliips cleatino- out 
under the Passengers’ Act, as proposed by the Emigration Commissioners. 

Acquaint Mr. Stephen, for the information of Mr. Secretary Gladstone, that, in 
concurrence with his suggestion, my Lords have given the Ibregoins- directions. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, March 11, 1846. 

I H.4.VE tried Indian corn in various ways, and am decidedly of opinion 
that once-ground corn sufficiently good, if it is not equal to that which has 
been twice ground, hlr. Robertson informs me, that to grind Indian corn twice 
is a thing quite unheard of in the United States. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Miihlbiy March II, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right Honour- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her iUajesty's Treasury, copy of the Report and 
Board of Survey on the " Harriet Rockwell.” 

I write in reply to Mr. Hewetson to land as little of the cargo as is possible at 
Wateiibrd, so as not to interfere with the active usefulness of the depot under the 
charge of Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 

I beg to submit to you for the approval of my Lords, that I have applied to 
Colonel M'Gregor to attach a constable from the police force under his orders to 
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford, and another to Deputy Com- 
missary-General Kearney at Westport, both at 2s. 6d. per diem. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

Cork, March 9, 1846. 

1 , .. acquainted you with the arrival of the » Harriet Rock- 

well at Waterford, having been obliged to make that port in bad weather. I also ac- 
quainted you that she had suffered damage at sea. and sprung a leak. I now^ reoret to add 
that 1 have been, as per enclosed copy of a survey held on the state of the ship, under the 
necessity of ordering her. immediately alongside the City Quay at Waterfo rd, there Jodis 
charge eifher aportion or tlie whole of her cargo, as circumstances may render necessary the 
apropos arrival of Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford facilitated this measure, 
and I have him full directions thereon. From samples of her grain which have been seat 
me, obtained by boring, I do not expect to find extensive injury it is endently grain of 1844 
111 good preservation. Knowing from experience here that Deputy Comniissary-Genaal 
Dobree, a stranger at Waterford, should have some person with him acquainted with the 
mode of landing and storing the corn and meal, I dispatched an intelligent and active man 
from trw establishment, George Bailey, chosen from his previous acquaintance with Waterford, 
where he has been employed in grain and millers’ premises : he came to me as dresser when 
I was hard pressed, consenting to hold that appointment until one more suitable to bis utility 
should mm up. Subject to their Lordships’ pleasure I have given him the situation of As- 
sistant Sto1*ekeeper, under Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, with the usual pay of that 
grade* and whatever allowance in lieu of lodging may be granted persons in his capacity. 



K 
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Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 18, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routli that their Lordships approve of the Instructions which 
he has issued respecting the disposal of the cargo of the " Harriet Rockwell.” 

State tliat it appears to their Lordships to be so important that the grinding of 
the Indian corn sliould be concentrated at Cork, and that the officers stationed in 
different parts of Ireland should be left free to devote themselves to the various 
duties consequent on theh receiving the consignments in the shape of meal for the 
supply of their several depots, that it is deserving of consideration whether it would 
not be advisable that only such portion of the meal, if any, which has arrived in the 
“ Han-iet Rockwell, ’’ should be retained at Waterford, as may be required for the 
supply of the dep6t at that place, and that the whole of the grain should be sent to 
Cork, either in the vessel in which it arrived from America or in other vessels, in 
order that it may be ground until the rest of the grain, under Mr. Hewetson’s super- 
intendence. 

State that their Lordships approve of Sir R. Routh having applied to Lieutenant 
Colonel M'Gregor for the appointment of a constable to assist Deputy Commissary 
General Dobree, and another constable to assist Deputy Commissary General 
Kearney, with an extra allowance of 2s. 6t^. a-day each. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, March 12, 1846. 

It is important that it should be clearly understood by all the parties 
concerned, that by the concluding paragraph of your instructions, dated 26th 
January last, you are authorized to make any issue from the sum placed to your 
credit at the Bank of Ireland which may he ordered by his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, for the purpose of instituting medical inquiries, or for any other 
temporary purpose connected with the relief of the people during the expected 
scarcity; and I shall be obliged to you to wait on his Excellency, and mention to 
him that such is the case. 

You will, of course, immediately report to this Board any special issue of this 
description which you may be directed to make, sending at the same time a 
copy of the letter, or other document by which the order was conveyed to you. 

You will take care to apply to this Board for a fresh credit when the 
funds which have been already placed at your disposal require to ]>e re- 
plenished. 



Deputy Commissary-Greneral Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Waterfordy March 12, 1846. 

There are several cargoes of Indian corn unloading, and expected on 
private account. The meal is selling at about lb. for 112 lbs., and the consumn- 
tion ot It IS rapidly increasing. 



Sir. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.' 

Treasury, March 13, 1846. 

. 1 , ChanceUor of the Excheciuer hesitated, as I expected he would, at 

the ordmaij rations proposed for destitate persons; but he learcs you and yW 
colleagues to take your own course in the matter, on the understanding that 
you will not preclude yourselves from reducing the ration hereafter, if circum- 
stances should make it desirable, by publishing it to the parties interested in an 
anthoritabve manner ; and the directions ns to the quantity and component 
parts of the ration will, therefore, be confined to that portion of your instructions 
to your officers which is intended for their own information. ^ 
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The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Admiralty, March 13, 1846. 

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter 
of this day’s date, on the insufficiency of the two steamers employed in conveying 
meal to the depots on the coast of Ireland to perform this service with the necessary 
despatch, I am commanded by their Lordships to acf[uaint you, for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Blajesty’s Treasury, that ray Ixirds have 
ordered the “Blonkey” to proceed to Cork to assist Commissary-General Hewetson 
in this service, until the arrival of the “ Rliadaraanthus.” 



, Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 17, 1846. 

Transmit copy of this letter to Sir R. Routh, with reference to his letter dated 
14th instant, No. 60, and state, that as the “ Alban,” the “ Dee,” and the “ Rha- 
damanthus” will all he employed for some weeks to come in completing the depots 
on the western coast of Ireland, and a large quantity of meal has to be conveyed to 
depots on the eastern coast, their Lordships ha%^e requested that the “Monkey” 
may also be considered as appropriated to this service until further orders. 

The Blaster-General aud Board of Ordnance have been instructed to forward 
4000 sacks to Blr. Dobree at Waterford, without delay. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty to the effect of the first paragraph of 
this Blinute. 

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and request that he will move the 
Master-General and Board to direct that 4000 sacks, at Ij. 8W. each, according 
to the sample. No. 2, in the offer of Blessrs. T. and D. Henry, of the 12th ult., 
which accompanied Mr. Byham’s letter to this Board of the same date, may be 
provided, marked in the same manner as the other sacks supplied for the sendee in 
Ireland, and forwarded by the earliest opportunity to Deputy Comraissan’-General 
Dobree, at Waterford. 



Blr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Route. 

Treaaury, 3farch 17, 1846. 

I SEND herewith an extract from a letter from Blessrs. Baring, from which 
you will see that 100 loads of oatmeal are awaiting your disposal at Liverpool. I 
shall expect to hear from, you on the subject. 

I shall be glad to know, as you go on, how far you find it necessary to mix 
oatmeal with the Indian corn meal. 

I received from you yesterday two boxes of very good Indian com cakes and 
biscuits, part of each of which I sent to Sir Robert Peel. 



Sir R. Route to Blr. Trevely.an. 

Dublin Castle, March 18, 1846. 

I lay a copy before you of a letter from Commissary-General Coffin, who 
reports the results ot his visit to Killaioe, to be present at a large meeting at that 
place. 

The failure of the crop was not very considerable at Killaioe, but it is the resort 
of a large body of labouring men connected with the works on the Shannem. 

The last paragraph in Blr. Coffin’s letter refers to the Arran Islands, for which 
we are taking measures with the officers of the Coast Guai'd to kew their station 
supplied. As for the complaints from the town of Galway, the Jtfa3-or and Cor- 
poration must first put forth their own exertions. The herring fisherj' was very 
productive this season. 



K2 
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Commis«ary-General Coffin to Sir R. Rooth. 

Limerick, March 16, lS-16. 

I RETURNED this nioniing from a visit in the iieighhouvlioocl of Killaloe, where I had 
a pressing invitation to make rayself acq^uainted with tiie circumstances of the locality, and to 
give my advice with regard to the proceedings to be adopteil for the purpose of obtaining 
relief. The adjacent district is represented to be already in a state of alarming destitution, 
and finding that a Memorial to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, signed by the principal 
residents, was about to be forwarded, tlie purport of which aiipeared to have no reference to the 
printed instructions, I communicated a copy of them to the Bishop, when his Lordship imme- 
diately undertook to institute tlie measures therein presci-ibed. I ascertained from communi- 
cation with other parties that the expectation of gratuitous relief was very generally entertained, 
and even the necessity of it insisted on; but I took some pains to counteract this impression, 
and to make it distinctly understood that the assistance of the Government could only be 
obtained under the conditions prescribed by the regulations. 

I have reason to believe tlmt a similar notion is very widely extended through the country, 
and has had much influence in retarding the adoption of tho.se measures which alone can be 
effectual for the relief of the want arising from the failure of potatoes. It also seems to me 
that there is a general disposition to throw the whole supply of the people on our 
depots as soon as the potato food fails, which I think it almost equally important to 
oppose, except where justified by the inability to provide food for them from the orditmiy 
resources of the markets. At present I believe tliat these vcsotirces are in most situations 
still open to those who can earn reasonable wages u\ money, and I accordingly do my best to 
urge not only the employment of those who are, or are likely to be deslituie, but that exertions 
sliould be used to provide for them such employment as will afford money wages, in order 
that thej' may as long .as possible, subsist on the natui-al supplies of the country, and that those 
imported by us may be held in reserve for the period when the ordinary resources of the mar- 
ket shall fail. Unless this precaution he observed, I fear that thei-e is great risk of oui- stores 
being exhausted before the period of want is at an end, or of the Govcrmiient being oblicred to 
pay exorbitant prices in order to replenish them as the season advances. I neverlitelcss'’doubt 
the practicabiUty of deferring, in all cases, to so late a date as the 1st of May the granting 
of assistance in food. 'The case noticed in the enclosed copy of a letter received by me fron° 
the coast-guard officer at Galway seems to be one of the exceptions, and I have reason to 
apprehend that some others, equally urgent, will ere long be made known. 



Sir R. Routh to Sir. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 19, 1846. 

I THINK it will be unnecessary to make any more purchases of oatmeal, and 
never was anything so calumniated as our corn meal. The bread I sent to you 
had only one-sixth or a seventh of wheat flour, merely sufficient to mix up the 
yeast, which rises better with the flour than with the meal ; and immediately 
that process commences, the corn meM is mixed up with it, ivith the necessary 
addition of water. 

The biscuit is the pure meal. 



Deputy Coramissarj’-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Waterford, 2Iarch 19, 1846. 

The price of potatoes is so high, and they are of so bad a quality, that 
they are no longer used in the poor-house here, bread being substituted. I have 
requested the mayor to introduce the intended Government ration of Indian corn 
and oatmeal by way of experiment, and of familiarizing the inmates to the different 
modes of preparing it ; and he was to propose it to the Board to-day. Many who 
may return to their districts might benefit by this little experience, W'hen they 
shall receive the Government ration direct. Nearly all the potatoes on the quay 
come in coasting-vessels from the county of Wexford, where it appears the soil is 
sandy, and where the mayor informs me the disease has done very little injury: 
hut the price is 6</. per stone of 14 lbs., which is quite beyond the reach of the 
poor. You are, perhaps, aware that the labourer will eat from 7 to 10 lbs. of 
]jotatoes a-day, and that this large bulk of food daily thrown into his stomach 
ives it a constitutional expansion which grumbles very much when it is suddenly 
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replaced by only tm pounds of meal. It is to be hoped that the organ will by 
degrees adapt its capacity to circumstances. Persons who have imported meal or 
corn have raised the price here 6s. per ton, on the plea that they may he ohlujed to 
discharge the duty bond they have given. The pauper is paying for this suspense. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Comptroller of Victu.^lling. 

Treasury, March 20, 1S46. 

I HAVE just received the following from Sir R. Routh ; — 

“ The Commander of the Forces does not like to give up the biscuit, unless the 
“ new supply be ready to replace it. 

" I apprehended this might be his reply, for, if removed and not rej)laced, he 
“ could not, perhaps, count under all circumstances to be able to put his troops 
“ in movement.” 

Under these circumstances, you will, I think, agree with me that it is advisable 
that the new supply of biscuit intended to replace that now in Ireland should be 
forwarded without delay ; and I shall be obliged to you to inform me what mea- 
sures Avere taken for this purpose, in order that I may advise Sir R. Routh. 



The Comptroller of Victualling to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Somerset House, March 20, 1846, 

Directions were given on the 5th instant for 3000 bags of biscuit to be 
sent from Portsmouth, and 3000 bags from Plymouth. 

Of these. 2220 have been already forwarded ; and the remainder, to the extent 
in the whole of 10,600 jiags, will lie shipped as expeditiously as means can be 
provided. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot has been requested to forward the biscuit, as it 
arrives, to the several depots, communicating on the subject with the projier 
authorities in Ireland. 

As the whole of the biscuit required to replace that in depot has been prepared, 
its shipment for HaulboAvline will be hastened. 



Mr. Pennefatheu to Sir. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin Castle, March 20, 1846. 

I AM directed by the Lord-Lieutenant to recommend that the Lords of the 
Treasuiy may be pleased to sanction the employment of four additional clerks in 
the Relief Commission Office at 30s. each of weekly salary, as applied for in the 
annexed copy of a letter from the Conmiissioners, dated 18th instant. 



Enclosure. 

.Sir R. Routh to Mr. Pennef.vther. 

• DuUin Castle, March IS, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will obtain the sanction of the Lords of the 
Treasur\’ for the employment of four additional clerks in the Relief Commission Office at 
M. 10s. *per week each, as the increase of labour is so great that much of the biraness is 
reported in arrear bv the Secretary, notwithstauding the efforts he makes to keep it up by 
fi-equently detaining” the whole of the clerks to a very late hour of the night u ii j • 
Care shall be taken that the moment any diminution of the work in the office shall adnnt of 
it, a corresponding diminution sliall immediately be made in the number of the clerks. 
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Treasury Minute. 

March 20, 1840. 

Write to tlie Secretary-at-War, that as there is reason to believe that the staff- 
officers employed in Ireland in the payment and superintendence of the Chelsea 
out-pensionei-s may render valuable assistance in the measures in progress in that 
country for the relief of the people daring the impending scarcity, theii’ Lordships 
recpiest that instructions may be immediately issued to the officers in question in 
the counties of Clare and Tipperary, to give ail the assistance in their power in 
the execution of this pressing and important service, which may not interfere with 
the due performance of their ordinary duties ; and that they will accordingly act as 
secretaries or members of local relief committees, or in such other modes as may be 
considered to be conducive to the object in view, receiving their instructions, so 
far as this service is concerned, from Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, and! 
acting in concert with the Commissariat officers and the officers under the orders 
of the Board of Works, employed in their respective districts. 

Their Lordships propose, if the Secretary-at-'\Var shall see no objection thereto, 
that any extra remuneration to which the staff-officers of pensioners may become 
entitled for this special duty, should be fixed after the service shall have l^een 
brought to a conclusion. 

Write to the Secretary of the Admiralty, and state that the pressing nature of 
the service in Ireland renders it desirable that a fifth steam-vessel should, if pos- 
sible, be immediately appointed to Cork for the purpose of assisting in the prompt 
conveyance of the Indian corn meal to the differeut depots. 



hir. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasw'y, March 21, 1846. 

Ii cannot, I think, be necessary that the difierent depots should be completed 
before the issues commence. The first supplies liave arrived at Limerick, and if 
I am not mistaken, at most of the other depots, and there is nothing to premnt the 
issues being ccmmenced idthout delay, ample provision having been made for 
sending further supplies before they can. be required. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 21, 1846. 

I HATE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, smidiy coin- 
mumcations in relation cliieSy to county Clare, where the progress towards 
destitution is advancing, except in such degree as it may be arrested by employ- 
ment on public works, or by private labour among the farmei-s, wliich will be 
forthcoming as the weather clears up. 

I submt to you an extract of my letter to hlr. Coffin of this day, which 1 
trust will encourage him to look forward to the result of our operations with 
less appreiiension. 

I also transmit a copy of a letter which has been addressed by the Com 
mission to Colonel Wyndham, the great proprietor of Clare. 

I hope to be able to enclose this evening the proof-sheets of forms of our 
store accomt, and the instructions, which have been dram up in the most 
concise and simple form. ^ 

1 do not despair, notwithstanding the refusals we have encountered, of 
obtammg finally some contnbutions ; and I attribute some of the baokwai-dkess 
oi the people to the delay m issumg our instructions, which, though they have 
been sent to every county, are not even now generally known. ^ 

I see, however, that they are now finding their way into the newspapers, 
wluch null prepare the landed proprietors for the course expected of them - and 
I almost wish that they could find theil- way into the “ Times.” so as to meet 
the^bservation, and caU forth the sympathy and co-operation, of the absentee 
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Lastly, as a general remark, I should observe to you, that the circumstances 
of the failure of the potato crop, and the difficulty of finding good seed, have 
retarded the usual period of farm labour ; but it must soon commence, and, in 
conjunction with the otlier works of relief, will, I trust, afford to us a temporary 
or partial cessation of our apprehensions, and give us time to complete our own 
operations. 



Bnclosdres. 

The Secbetart to the Relief Commission to Colonel Wyndham. 

DvMin Castle, March. 21, IS46. 

I AM directed by the Relief Commission respectfully to represent to you the distressed 
state of the county Clare, of which you are understood to be the principal proprietor, and to 
submit to you the views entertained by the Government for the administration of relief, as 
detailed iu the 5th and 8th articles of the enclosed Instructions to Local Committees. 

'^Ihe Commission have no doubt of the liberal spirit in which you will be disposed to come 
forward, but they ai-e even still more anxious to obtain the influence of your example; for they 
feel there is a difficulty in urging the poor proprietors, for contributions if those who are rich 
and powerful shall fail in their own persons to point out the course to be pursued. 

The Commission are assured that your example will be followed up with the most beneficial 
consequences; and it is this consideration which has induced them to take the liberty of 
addressing you on a subject which they are certain requires only to be known to you, to call 
forth the full exercise of your benevolence. 

The Commission earnestly hope that you will not allow yourself to he deceived in regard to 
the reality of the distress. 



Extract of a Letter from Sir R. Routh to Commissary-General Coffin, dated 2Ist 
March, 1846. 

We cannot give up the principle of subscription that we have laid domi ; if we do so now 
we throw down the barrier to every inroad of importunity, and with the certainty of failure in 
being able to comply with it. 

Insist, therefore, and state the readiness of the Government to come forward with supplies or 
money as soon as tlie proprietors set the example. 

I am just returned from the Commission, where I have seen Sir Lucius O’Brien, and Ihave 
made an arrangement with him, and I believe it has been this day carried into execution, that 
a Sub-Comraittee should be established at Newmarket, of which Mr. Studdert will be the 
chairman. 

The Sub-Committee will consist of what is called the seven parishes, and they will call upon 
all the neighbouring gentlemen to subscribe; and if they should require of you a supply of 
meal, you will of course meet with their wishes immediately. You are aware that the Traasuw 
admitted the price of a penny per lb., but as there would be transport to pay, it would be be'tte'r 
to fix the price deliverable at Clare at 10s. 6d. to 11s. per cwt. 

Witli respect to Sir Lucius O’Brien, his estates are situated in Clare, Ennis, and Curtofin, 
Newmarket, and Six-miles Bridge. He is quite ready to come forward with his quota, but 
they are anxious not to precede the event. He is of opinion that the event is coming, but not 
come ; and that if there was a little dry weather a large portion of the indigent population would 
be taken up and employed by the farmers, and thus afford a temporary relief to the distress. 

He states that the landed proprietoi-s are desiroiK to husband their resources and not to 
hasten the expenditure. This is evidently our policy, and should be our maxim. Sir Lucius 
has authorized his agent to subscribe for him in certain given sums, to be repeated as the occa- 
sion demands. 

I do not think that it would be necessary for you to have a permanent dep6t, or an officer, or 
even a clerk, at Clare. I should hope that a certain provision for the use of tlie Sub-Com- 
mittees in the charge of a constable would be sufficient for that establishment. 

Banagher will be a much more important spot ; all that barony of Longford, in county 
Galway, will require assistance, but I am persuaded that the more immediate duty of the de- 
partment will be the sale, rather than the issue, of the meal. 

I beg to acquaint you that I have applied to the Board of TYorks to furnish an engineer or a 
competent person to lay out works in certain distressed localities in county Clare and part of 
Galway, so that we may have the means of employing the poor for food under a superintendent 
left in charge by the engineer. Thus I propose that we may always have the means of meeting 
the demand for food by directing the claimants to immediate means of emplcymenL 

Sir Hugh Massey has sent a subscription of iOOf. to his Sub-Committee at , 

and I have immediately brought it under his Excellency’s notice, with a request that be would 
add to it a donation to follow up the object of that subscriptioD. 

I should hope that Mr. Wood’s absence at Banagher would not be prolonged much beyond 
the commencement of that duty, and that Mr. Rolleston might succeed to it, and allow of his 
return to you at Limerick on your being supplied ■with another clerk. All these, however, are 
arrangements within your consideration in. which I shall not interfere. 
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Instructions to Commissariat Accountants. 

You are to enter on the left side of the book all the pi-ovisions received by youj and for 
which you are accountable. 

If they are sent to you, they will be accompanied by a way-bill, which is the voucher. 

The number and condition of the packages on their arrival must be compared with tliis 
document, and the deficiency (if any) noted on the back, which must be signed by the conductor. 

In issuing food for labour, the authority for the distribution of that food will proceed, in the 
first instance, from the Commission iu Dublin, on the approval of the application from the 
distressed locality ; and the signatures of the Cliairmau of the Local Committee and ot the 
Superintendent of Works will be the direct authority for the issue. 

The issues will he made daily, or weekly in an-ear, and gangsmen should he selected by the 
Superintendent of Works to receive these supplies, and issue them in detail. 

The issues to the destitute who cannot work will be made one week in advance, under the 
signature of the Chairman and one Member of the Board (the Government officer, if there 
should he any). 

The ration for labour performed will be oue pound and a half of Indian corn meal, anti a 
half pound of oatmeal, say two pounds. 

The ration to the destitute, and to women and to children above ten years old, will be one 
pound of Indian corn meal, and to childi-en at or below ten years old, the half of a pound of 
meal per diem. 

IVhen provisions are sent into any district for sale, the constable or other in charge will 
receive special instructions from the commissariat officer of the dep6t in regard to the price 
which is to be paid in advance, and the price received to he noted in the account. 

In some instances the payment may be made by the Local Committee, in others by the 
parties; but the issue should be made by the package, for which a given number of individuals 
might join. A small addition to the price of the meal might be made to cover the cost of the 
package, or the sacks might be returned. 

In some instances it will be proper to consult with the Local Committee, as to the persons 
wlio have a claim to purchase these supplies. 

The commissariat officer of the dep6t will give general instructions on this point. 

Whenever a local committee shall aii^ily for a quantity of corn meal, according to the 
amount of subscriptions in their hands, these supplies are to be forwarded at once to their order 
from the nearest depot, and to be distributed upon their responsibility agreeably to the instructions. 

Every entry must be numbered in regular order, commencing with No. 1 on either side of 
the book on the beginning of every month, and tlie voucher will have the same number as the 
entry. 

At the end of every month, each side of the book is to be closed ; the remains to be shown 
by deducting the issues from the receipts, and tliese remains carried forward on the left side of 
the next month’s entries. 



Rations of Provisions required. 




the undermentioned Provisions, viz., 

lbs. Indian Coni Meal ; 
lbs. Oatmeal. 
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Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Treyeltax. 

Waterford, ^arch 21, 1S46. 

1. In Waterford tlie aiareR pits have been general!}', not universally, opened, 
and I can i)ear witness to the fact that, in the immediate vicinity of this place, a 
px-oportion of one-third to one-half, and in some cases the whole, has been found 
totally injured, fetid, and fit only for the dunghill (there might be strong reasons 
for not using it even as manure). I do believe that, with the exception of Wex- 
ford, where the crop is said to be in a very tolerable state of preservation, but 
whence the people are already opposing tlie exportation, the same state of things, 
more or less, exists throughout my district. At Carriek-upon-Suir, twelve miles 
distant, I hear that want has already declared itself. It is impossible for any one 
to obtain data to form an opinion how long the supply of potatoes will last, 
for no one can say how soon the article now good may become unfit even for the 

pjgs- 

2. From all I can collect, no measures whatever have been adopted in any part 
of this district (beyond private charities) to afford relief when the crisi.s may 
come. It appears evident that those persons on whom the moral responsibility is 
constitutionally vested are doing nothing more than thinking upon what Govern- 
ment is going to do, intending thereby to oblige Government to take the initiative, 
and to throw the onus upon their shoulders. I send you a Cork paper which, 
reports the proceedings of a meeting at Fermoy, which broke up re infectd, 
although Lord JMountcashel states that the instructions for the purpose of forming 
district committees had been sent him by the Commissary-General ; the inter- 
vention of the Lieutenant of the County (who might be in Italy) being con- 
sidered an indispensable formality. Of course I can only see the machinery' of 
this relief measure through a glass darkly, but it would appear that something 
like a proclamation, emanating from Government or the Castle, and rendered 
imperative on the local authorities, will have to be issued before they will set to 
work and provide measures to prevent the evil accumulating all around them be- 
fore it be too late. 

3. Although the large importations of food on private account must increase 
the means of supply in the countrj', I scarcely see how they will operate in 
relieving the distress, unless wages, as the return for labour, are within the 
pauper’s reach — and it is here that the authorities seem asleep ; for although rail- 
roads and other public works may do much essentifd good in their immediate 
vicinity, they can barely tempt the cottier with a wife and five or six children to 
abandon his hut and hivome in another county. If the city and parochial autho- 
rities would set about giving their roads, &c., extra repairs, prepare road 
metal for a year or two in advance, and devise local employment in their own 
respective parishes or districts ; — if the landlord would commence a general 
system of drainage, or other improvement, on his land, and this year take such 
labour as the price of his rent (where it can be done), or give moderate wages — 
the private importations would then greatly assist Government, the means of 
relief would be legitimate, and the impositions, which we must be prepared for, 
more easily detected. 

Some of the crops of potatoes planted in January have been examined, and 
the seed has been found to have generally rotted ; the ground u-ill most probably 
be turned up in AprE, and sown with oats or barley. 

There have been about 100,000 bushels of Indian com imported into Water- 
ford, and the demand from the interior is so great that the prices rise, and holders 
keep back ; they, however, very much dread the effect which the Government 
supply, when brought into operation, may have on. the price of their commodity, 
and all parties in the country are most anxious to know your intentions. 



hir. Gregory O’Neill to the Lords of the Treasury.' 

9, Merchants' Quay, Cork, March 21, 1846. 

Lieutenant Friend, R.N., HerMajesty’sGoverumentEmigration Agent 
at this port, having notified to me that I may be peimitted to substitute Indian 
corn meal for the potatoes allowed to emigrants, by the 5th and 6th Viet. cap. 107, 
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I liave to request your Lordsliips will be pleased to give directions to the Com- 
missavy-General at Cork to grant me a supply sufficient to enable me to meet tlie 
wishes of the Government on this subject, on paying sucb price as may be 
demanded for same. 



IMr. Murray to the Lords of the Treasury. 

C<yrh, March 21, 1846. 

Having been informed by Lieutenant Friend, Emigration Agent 
at this port, of your Lordship’s order to allow the shipment of maize or 
Indian corn meal as a substitute for potatoes on board of emigrant vessels, 
I beg to acquaint your Lordsliips that the parties in charge here have not 
received any order for the deliverj' of it ; your Lordships’ order will therefore 
remain inoperative if instructions are not immediately issued for the delivery of it, 
as most of the emigrant ships will sail between the 25th March and 25th of April 
from tliis port. 



Treasury Minute on the above Letters. 

March 27, 1846. 

Write to the parties that the Indian coi-n meal belonging to the Government in 
.store at Cork was provided for the relief of persons suffering from scarcity, who 
have no other resource, and it will therefore be necessary for the victualling of the 
emigrant sliips to be completed by purchases from private stoi-es. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 21, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the approval of the Right Hoaoui’- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a letter from Assistant 
Commissaiy-General Lister, conveying the assent of the Royal Canal Company to 
the remission of the usual tolls by that route; also a tender of Messrs. M'Cann 
and Sons for the transport of supplies between Dublin and Longford, which, as 
the most advantageous that can be obtained, I beg to recommend. 



Enclosuiies. 

Assistant Commissary-General Lister to Sir R. Rooth. 

Dublin, March 18, 1846. 

1 HATE the honour to enclose, for your information, the accompanying documents. 

A letter from the secretary of the Royal Canal Company, acceding to an application for the 
remission of the tolls on all provisions the Government may 6nd it necessary to forward tO’ 
those districts traversed by the Royal Canal. 

A tender from Messrs. M'Cann and Sons, for the transport of supplies hence to Longford. 

Competition havin| been invited by inquiiy, and this tender being the most advantageous 
that can be obtained. Both in regard to price and expedition, it is recommended for acceptance. 



Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland and Royal Canal 
Company's Offices, 23. College Green, Dublin, 
Sir, March 17, 1846. 

In reply to your favour of to-day, I am instructed to state that the Directors of this 
‘Company feel a great anxiety to dve every facility in their power to the Government in their 
arrangements for supplying food in those districts traversed by their canal; and they have 
accordingly directed their officers to remit the toll on all provisions which shall be certified as 
being the property of the Government. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. Beausin, Secretary. 

Assistant Covmmissary-General Lister. 
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John M’Cann and Sons to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

Sir, North Wall, Dublin, Jifarch 17, 1S46. 

We beg to inform you that we will undertake to conrey Indian cornmeal, or oatmeal, 
in bags or barrels, by our boats on the Royal Canal, from Dublin to Longford, at the net 
freight of 7s. per ton, exclusive of tlie tolls, 5s. lOtf. per ton. The supplies tvill be delivered 
by us at the Commissariat store in Longford in good order and condition, agreeably to our 
receipt for same. 

P..S. We will deliver at Longford the 600 bags we are to receive to-morrow during this 
week and the next. 

It may be well to observe, that as our boats travel night and day from Dublin to Longford, 
they reach the latter place 24 hours sooner than any other boats on the Royal Canal 

Dublin, March IS, 1846- 

Competition having been invited by inquiry, and this tender being the most advantageous 
that can be obtained, both in regard to price and expedition, it is recommended for acceptance. 

(Signed) Amos Lister, A. C. G. 

Recommended, 

R. J. Rodth, C. G. 

Treasury IMinute oh the above. 

March 24, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, that their Lordships, relying oa his assurance that the 
tender of Messrs. M'Canu and Sons for the trausport of supplies between Dublin 
and Longford has been ascertained by inquiry to be the most advantageous that 
can be obtained, ai-e pleased to authorize its acceptance. 

Their Lordships have been gratified by observing that the Directors of the 
Royal Canal Company have refrained from making any claim for toll on provisions, 
the property of Government, transmitted by their canal for the purpose of affording 
relief to districts suffering fi-om the failure of the potato crop. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Trevelyan. 

March 21, 1846. 

In return to your letter of this day’s date, relative to tlie employment 
of Her Majesty’s steam vessels in conveying Indian com meal from Cork to 
the different depots in Ireland. I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the “ Confiance” was yesterday ordered 
to proceed from Plymouth to Cork (in lieu of the •‘Monkey”), to be at the 
disiiosal of Rear-Admiral Sir H. Pigot for the above service, and that the 
“ Myrmidon” will follow her next week ; and the Rear-Admiral has been 
acquainted that, in the event of pressing necessity, he may employ any other of 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessels nearest at hand in the same service. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 24, 1846. 

Transmit a copy of this letter to Commissaries-General Routh and Hewet- 
son, for their information. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Ditllin CaHle, March 21 , 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the approval of the Right Hon(Hir- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her hlajesty’s Treasury, a schedule of tenders 
received by Commissary-General Hewetson, at Cork, for kiln-drying and manu- 
facturing Indian' corn into meal, and carting the same to- and from the Lee Mill 
granaries. 

I beg leave to observe that Mr. Hewetson has accepted the whole of the offers 
made for tliis service, having succeeded in obtaining an abatement on the tenders 
Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6, to Sa. 6d. for the twenty stones of corn, and which amount to 
1900 sacks per week. 

^ TO 
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[ likewise enclose a newspaper containing the advertisement for kiln-drying and 
grinding ; the tenders and agreements for which, Mr. Hewetson states shall be 
transmitted at an early opportunity. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 31, 1846. 

ITrite Sir R. Routh acquainting him that my Lords approve the arrangements 
which Commissary-General Hewetson has made in accepting the tenders alluded 
to in the schedule enclosed in his letter. 

Transmit the schedule and newspaper, with copy of Sir R. Routh’s letter, to 
the Commissioners of Audit, for their information, apprising them of the above 
direction. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, Simday Morning, March 22, 1846. 

O'Brien, the baker, will not, I think, sleep very quietly to-night. He is 
beyond anything pleased. He is to send a new sample, with a detail of the in- 
gredients ; but, in fact, it was not quite a sixth of wheat flour, and all the rest 
maize. The biscuit had no mixture whatsoever, and was the pure maize. That 
sent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer was the white southern maize, and 
kiln-dried, made in consequence of a report from Professor Lindley to Sir .Robert 
Peel, and the sample was sent to Mr. Goulburn as the best reply. 

It was a sample rather whiter than the yellow maize produced. 0‘Brien sends 
on Tuesday night the further samples, addressed to you at the Treasury. 

The lightness of his bread consists in his mixing the yeast first with a little 
wheat flour, and when it rises, adding the meal. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 23, 1846. 

There has been a large meeting at Limerick, and meetings in other 
places, and the impression seems to have been to apply to Government first, and 
then to subscribe afterwards, under an impression that the publicity of such sub- 
scriptions would diminish the expected liberality of the Government. It is in 
this line that I am working to induce subscriptions first. 

The speakers at these meetings seem to consider their subscriptions as included 
in the one-half of the sum they pay for the public works, in lieu of considering 
it as an obligation they are under to the pulflic for the completion of advantageous 
public and private works, for which they only pay one-half of the cost. The 
truth will be brought to liear on tliese points. 

The meeting at Limerick pressed Mr. Colfin to sell a certain quantity of his 
stores at reduced prices, to keep dowm the market ; but I have w'^ritten to* him to 
be on his guard against these applications, and, without subscriptions, to make no 
sale in large towns, where there are other i*esources. 

We shall have a dreadful pressure in May, June, and July, and we must be 
economical of our resources, except in cases where the locality is poor and with- 
out means, and really requiring our interference. 

We shall have demand enough for all, and more than we have, and I wish to 
delay the commencement as long as it is safe, acting through other channels, 
until the emergency compels us to appear direct. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 24, 1846. 

If. you examine your map, you will see the head lands and promontories 
which divide Clew Bay and Galway Bay, and at times the detention to anything 
hut steamers is very great on that coast, the most difficult of all Ireland. Added 
to this, Galway and Clare are two of our worst counties — I mean in the interior 
as well as on the coast. I propose to supply Kerry hy the coast-guard stations, 
where I shall deposit on the coast small depots for sale. We cannot have a depot 
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at Tralee ; there is no practicable port there. If anji;hing too far from the coast 
to be supplied from the coast-guard stations should require attention, it must be 
sent by land under charge of the constabulary. Our chief depot of the coast- 
guard on the coast will be Dingle. 

Reverting to Bannagher, it will also assist the interior of Clare and Galway 
bordering on the Shannon, and the lower part of Roscommon. 

We had a subscription of 500/. from Limerick, to Avhich the Lord-Lieutenant 
adds on this occasion 400/. They expect to raise lOOO/. more. To Sir Hugh 
Massey’s subscription of lOO/., he gives tiie same sum as an incentive and example 
for the rural district of county Clare, being the first subscription. 



Treasury Minute. 

March 24, 1 846. 

'V'S^rite to the Secretary to the Admiralty, that as it is important that the vessels 
arriving at Cork with Indian corn on account of the Government should be dis- 
charged with the lejist practicable delay, and as it has been represented to this Board 
•by Commissary-General Hewetsou, that it would facilitate his operations if lie were 
permitted to avail himself of the services of Mr. Dobbin, Paymaster and Purser of 
the Flag-ship at Cork, who has already rendered useful assistance in matters con- 
nected ndth this service, my Lords request that the Secretary ivill move the 
Board of Admiralty to direct that Mr. Dobbin may be placed at the disposal of 
Commissary-General Hewetson so long as there shall be an urgent dema'nd for his 
assistance ; and if the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should approve, 
their Lordships will be prepared to authorise an extra allowance of 5s. a-day to be 
paid to Mr. Dobbiu from Commissariat funds during such time as he may be so 
employed. 

Transmit copy of this minute to Sir R. Routli and Commissary General-Hewet- 
son, for their information and guidance. 



Treasury JIinute. 

March 24, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that as it is important that there should be no misunder- 
standing as to the extent of the discretion with which he has been vested, in order 
to enable him to meet ever}’ case of real emergency connected nith the impending 
scarcity in Ireland, in whatever form it may arise, my Lords have directed a com- 
munication to be made to him as follows : — 

The five Admiralty steam vessels, the names of which are noted in the margin, 
have been appointed for the conveyance of the Indian corn meal from the 
central depot at Cork to the different subordinate depots; besides which. 
Rear Admiral Sir H. Pigot has been acquainted that, in the event of pressing 
necessity, he may employ any other of Her Majesty’s steam vessels nearest 
at hand in the same service, and Sir R. Routh is availing himself of the 
steamboats belonging to private companies plying between Cork and Dublin 
to assist in supplying the dep8ts on the eastern coast ; but if, notwithstanding all 
these means which have been placed at liis disposal, be should still at any time be 
of opinion that reasonable doubt exists whether the supplies of food can, without 
further aid, be conveyed' with sufficient promptness to the places on the coast at 
which they are required, he is at liberty to hire, in any of the ports of Ireland, or 
at Liverpool or Glasgow, any number of steam vessels that may be required for 
this service, and he may do this, if necessary, without a previous reference to this 
Board, only taking care to report his proceedings \vithout delay. 

In cases in which subscriptions have been raised by Local Committees, acting under 
the instructions of the Relief Commission, there can be no objection to the fund so 
provided being laid out in the purchase of oatmeal or other food belonging to 
private individuals in the neighbourhood, by which means recourse will first be had 
to the store of food already in the country, and the meal belonging to the Govern- 
ment wU, as far as possible, be reserved as a last resom-ce. 

In cases in which the food has to he supplied entirely hy the Government, it is 
their liordships wish that the meal which has been procured from abroad, and 
already belongs to the Government, should, as far as possible, be brought into use ; 



Dee, -Alban, Stroai- 
boil, CoQ&ance, 
Myrmidom. 
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but if real and pressing exigencies should arise, which Sir R. Routli would be 
unable to meet if he were to adhere to this rule, he is under such circumstances 
authorized to direct purchases to be made in the neighbourhood of the distressed 
locality, taking care to caution the officers employed under him to secure the pur- 
chases being made at fair prices from disinterested parties, and to report their pro- 
ceedings to him without delay for the information of this Board. 



Mr. Treveltaj^ to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, March 25, 1846. 

I WILL -write to you more fully on the suliject to-morrow or next day ; but 
meanwhile, I tliink it right tliat you should inform the owners and masters of 
the emigrant ships -who have applied to be allowed to purchase Indian corn from 
the Government stores, that those stores were provided for the relief of persons 
suffering from scarcity who have no other resource, and that they (the owners or 
masters) must complete that portion of the victualling of their ships which is to 
consist of Indian com, by making purchases from stores belonging to private 
persons. 

However it may be at Cork, there is certainly no want of Indian corn at Water- 
ford and Liverpool ; and even supposing Indian corn, not to be procurable, may they 
not, under the Passengers’ Act, complete the whole of the second moiety of the 
victualling from rice and oatmeal, the common food of Ireland next to potatoes ? 

You had better communicate with the naval officer who is acting as Suh-agent 
of Emigration at Cork. 



The Secretary to tlie Admiralty to Mr. Cardwell. 

Admiralty, March 26, 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will acquaint 
the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury that they have given directions to Sir 
Hugh Pigot to place Mr. Dobbin, the paymaster and purser of the flag-ship 
at Cork, at the disposal of Commissary-General Hewetson, to assist in dis- 
charging vessels arriving at Cork with Indian corn, and that Mr. Dobbin will 
be allowed 5^. a-day from the Commissariat funds while so employed. My 
Lords desire me, however, to add, that it is probable the flag-sliip at Cork will 
shortly be required to proceed to sea for the conveyance of troops. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, March 26, 1846. 

I BE(i to submit to you that Sir James Domhrain has represented to me 
the advantage to he derived in tiie disembarkation of stores from the large 
steamers, if the ‘'Vulcan” Revenue Cutter Steamer, now, he believes, at Wey- 
mouth, could be spared from that service, and employed on the West of Ireland or 
in the Shannon, to transfer these cargoes to the small ports on the coast, or to 
Limerick. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 27, 1846. 

Transmit an exti'act of this letter to the Commissioners of Customs, and state 
that their Lordships concur in opinion with Comnussary-General Sir R. Routh, 
that it would much facilitate the important object of promptly conveying supplies 
of food to the places at which they are requhed for the relief of the people 
suffering from scarcity on the western coast of Ireland, if a steam vessel of the 
description of tliat adverted to by him could be placed at his disposal for the 
service in question ; and their Lordships derire to be informed whether any suffi- 
cient objection exists to the “ V,ulcan ” being replaced by another vessel, and being 
dispatched without delay to Limerick, to be employed as Sir R. Routh may 
direct. ■ ■ ■ ' ^ 
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Deputy*Commissary-General DgbRee to Mr. Trevelyak. 

Watdrfordy March 26, 1S46. 

I HAVE pleasure in informing you that in this and the adjacent counties 
the prejudice against Indian meal is wearing away very fast, and that its value is 
beginning to be very much appreciated by dl classes ; it is in great demand from 
Tipperary and Kilkenny, and large importations are being made on private 
account. One cargo has been imported from Odessa, and another from Naples, 
in addition to several cargoes from the States. The price of the meal is about 
IO 5 . Qcl. per 112 lbs., whereas oatmeal ranges from 16^. to 18^. I have induced 
poor-house guardians, the medical men in charge of hospitals, &c., and some 
bakers, to bring it into consumption generally, and the result so far has been 
most favourable. I hope to make you soon a report on the exj^eriment at the 
poor-house, where they have more than a thousand inmates, with a large propor- 
tion of able-bodied men in good health, but starving for want of work. There 
seems to be everywhere around us a total stagnation of employment ; the fanner 
employs no one because he has no food to pay his wages with ; 6fZ. per day, udth 
two meals, being the usual price of labour in this part of the country; and if the 
labouring population is found standing all day idle in the market-place, it is be- 
cause no man hireth them. The sub-inspector of police reports this week that 
three-fourths of the potatoes here ha^’e been totally spoiled, and I have myself 
witnessed that the disease is making great ravages amongst those which three or 
four weeks ago ^vel•e picked and i-epitted. For ^vant ot food to give them, the 
people are bringing in their pigs for exportation before they have attained their 
usual marketable weight. The Lieutenant of this county has issued orders for 
forming the five relief committees whose labours will soon come into operation. 

I fear that the grand juries, or other authorities in whom rests the present- 
ment of local works, &c., to l)e devised and carried on for the employment of the 
poor, may burn their fingers, if not cautioned betimes in their proceedings. A 
magistrate called on me yesterday from Kilkenny, and on my inijuiring, with a 
view to this point, how they meant to carry on the detail of the public works 
they were devising for the relief of the poor, his reply was, Oh ! we shall make 
a contract, and the contractor will arrange for the employment of the poor.” 
Now if these charity works are to be performed generally by contract, and that 
some stringent clause be not introduced therein, reserving to the committees the 
right of employing on them such lal)ourers ns they shall designate, I fear they 
will soon find that the interests of the contractors will often claA with the object 
of the work. Things are done loosely in detail in this country, and perliaps in 
this particular case the usual mode of contract may be found very objectionable. 



Sir E. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 



DiMn Castle, March 26, 1846. 



I H.AVE the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury', the form of Store 
Account to be kept by the Constabulary in the receipt and issue of meal conveyed 
into the interior of the country in their charge, and also a form of the Return 
for Rations issued to labourers and their families, and to the destitute unable to 
work. 



It appears to me that the form of Store Account will apply as well to our depots For these ronn*, 
as to the Constabulaiy. . 

We shall require a certain number of portable steelyards lor this service, and i jig aad 120 , 
find we can obtain from the Ordnance here 15 calculated to weigh to the e.xtent of 
56 lbs. ; but I think this number will hardly be sufficient, and I recommend tliat 
24 additional, of the same description, should be furnished from the Tower to Cork, 
to be distributed from thence. 



Treasury' JIinute on the above. 

March 27, 1S46. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, acknowledging the receipt of these letters, and state 
tliat their Lordships have no objection to offer to any of the arrangements^ detail^ 
in them, subject to such modifications as experience mayr show to be desirable m 
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tlie price at whicli meal is to be sold for the relief of distress, and in the quantity of 
food of which the rations for men, women, and children are to be composed. 

State that an extract from his letter has been transmitted to the Master-General 
and Board of Ordnance, who have been requested to cause 24. additional steelyards 
of the description adverted to hy him to be transmitted to Commissary-Geneml 
Hewetson at Cork with the least practicable delay; and Sir R. Routh will furnish 
hlr. Hewetson with directions for their disposal. 

Write accordingly to the Secretary to the Ordnance. 



Lord Lyttelton to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Doicniiiff Street, March 27, 1846. 

"With reference to your letter of the 13th inst., I am directed hy Mr. 
Secretaiy Gladstone to ti*ausmit to you, for the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Colonial Land and^ Emigration 
Commissioners, with a copy of one from the Government Emigration Agent at 
Cork, representing that the persons interested in shipping in that port are de- 
skous, for the reasons stated, of obtaining authority from the Board of Treasury 
to the Conimissaiy-General to issue Indian corn to them from the Government 
stores at such price as might he deemed reasonable. 



Enclosuees. 



Sir, Colonial Land and Emigration Office, March 24, 1S4C. 

We have the honour to transmit herewith foi' the information of Mr. Secretary Glad- 
stone, the enclosed letter from Lieutenant Friend, the Government Emigration Agent at Cork, 
stating that the owners and charterers of emigrant vessels at tliat place would be very glad lo 
employ Indian corn meal instead of potatoes, but that none of the former article can be pro- 
cured except from the Government stores, and that the persons interested in shipping are there- 
fore anxious to obtain authority from the Treasury to the Commissary-General to issue Indian 
corn to them at such price as the Government may deem reasonable. We have the honour to 
apply for instructions in what manner Lieutenant Friend should be directed to answer these 



inquiries. 



J. Stephen, Esq. 



Wc have, &c., 

T. Frederick Eluott. 
C. Alexander Wood. 



Sib, Government Emigration Office, Cork, March 21, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and enclosure relative to 
the substitution of Indian corn meal instead of potatoes on board emigrant ships. As all the 
Indian corn meal is in the bands of Government, I have applied to Commissary-General Hew- 
etson, who has charge of it, but find he cannot supply any without a Treasury Order. The 
owners and charterers of emigrant vessels are anxious to avail themselves of so desirable a 
description of food, and have agreed to my suggestion of taking the moiety of provisions in 
flour and Indian com in equal proportions, as it can be made most readily into bread in that 
proportion. The parties here are quite ready to pay such price as the Government may de- 
termine on charging. This measure wdl also have (he effect of keeping a greater proportion of 
potatoes, flour, and oatmeal, in the country, and tlius meet the intentions of Government in 
providing for the approaching scarcity. The vessels are now fitting out, and no time should 
be lost to enable them to avail themselves of the Indian corn, should the Board think proper 
to apply to the Treasury for the requisite order. 

I have, &c., 

S. Wallcott, Esq. (Signed) Charles Friend, Lieutenant, R.N. . 

It. is desirable that I should know the intentions of the Board on this subject as soon as pos- 
sible, as some vessels will delay ordering their provisions in consequence. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Mai'ch 30, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Stephen, that as the Indian corn-meal belonging to the Govern- 
ment at Cork has been provided for the relief of destitution, arising from tlie 
failure of the potato-crop in Ireland, and it would be very objectionable for the 
Government to interfere with the provision market to a greater extent than is 
indispensably necessary for that purpose, my Lords request that the applicants may 
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be informed that it will be necessary for them to complete the victualling of the 
ships by making purchases from private stores. 

Transmit to Sir R. Routh and to Commissary-General Hewetson a copy of the 
letter directed to be addressed to Mr. Stephen. 



Treasury Minute. 

March 27, 1846. 

As it appears that further assistance is pressingly required for carrying on 
the duties confided to the officers of the Commissariat at present employed in Ireland 
for the relief of the necessitous poor in that part of the United Kingdom, my Lords 
avail themselves of the proffered services of Captain Geo. R. Pole, on the half-pay 
unattached, and their Lordships are pleased to appoint Captain Pole to be em- 
ployed under Sir R. Routh’s directions, in every respect on the same footing as the 
Commissariat establishment in Ireland. 

My Lords approve of the pay of Captain Pole for this special service being 
allowed at tlie x-ate of one guinea per diem from the present date inclusi^-ely, to be 
continued so long only as his assistance may be required on this duty in Ireland, 
and a further allowance of lodging-money at such rate as may be hereafter fixed. 

Write Captain Pole a letter of appointment according to the above stated terms, 
and desire that he will proceed forthwith to Dublin, and on his arrival at that city 
report himself to Commissary-General Sir R. llouth, from whom he will receive 
further instructions. 

Transmit to Sir R. Routh copy of the aforegoing Minute for his information and 
guidance, adding that Captain Pole will be entitled to travelling expenses, accord- 
ing to the rules of the Commissariat service. 



Treasury Minute. 

March 27, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that on the i*eceipt of his letter, dated 16tli instant, re- 
porting an application which had been made for payment of a municipal toll on 
Indian corn meal imported into the town of Limerick for the relief of the people, 
their Lordships called upon the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the 
Master-General and Board of Ordnance to report whether such tolls had usually 
been paid on stores and provisions belonging to the Government ; and transmit for 
bis information copies of the replies which have been received, from which be will 
perceix'e that no such tolls have ever been paid ; and that when they have been 
demanded, they have been successfully resisted, under competent legal advice. 

State that it is their Lordships’ desire that applications for the payment of toll, 
or other local taxes on food belonging to the Government; and transmitted to dif- 
ferent parts of Ireland for the relief of the people, may not he complied with ; and 
that if any such application should be persisted in, he (Sir R. Routh) should apply 
to the Lord-Lieutenant for the assistance of the law officers of the Crown, in order 
to enable him effectually to resist it. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, March 28i/i, 1846. 

With regard to the staff-officers of pensioners, I have only to express 
my hope that the Commission will make all the use they can of them, whether 
as members or secretaries of local committees. 

Our meal ought never even to le sold, except in cases of real distress. We 
must carefully avoid assuming the position of an ordinary dealer, and confine 
ourselves to those exceptive cases which the operations of the ordinary dealer do 
not reach. If we open our stores for the general sale of meal, we shall have the 
whole country dependent on us, and the supplies of different kinds of food in the 
hands of private persons will be exported. 

The owners of emigrant ships about to sail from Cork, lately applied to be 
allowed to purchase Indian corn from the Government stores at that place, but 
th^ were informed that those stores had been provided for the relief of persons 
suffering from scarcity who have no other resource, and that they^ (the owners) 
must complete the victualling of their ships by purchasing from privat^stores. 
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I have sent for l^Ir. Hughes, and shall dispatch him to Ireland early in next 
week on 7^. 6cl a-day ; and I think he should go direct to Cork, where one or 
two experienced persons are re(^uired to superintend the grinding at the private 
mills. The Admiralty mill at Deptford was established solely in consequence of 
the inveterate habit of the millers of adulterating their flour. 

I have written to the Commissioners of Customs about the "Vulcan. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DiMin Castle, March 28, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Comissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that a deputa- 
tion, consisting of the mayor and two other gentlemen, waited on his Excellency 
the Lord-Lieutenant, from Limerick, uith propositions of certain works now 
under consideration ; but at the same time they stated that it was the intention 
of the town to raise a subscription of about 1500^., to be employed in small 
works for the relief of the poor, and of which 500^. was ah*eady subscribed. 

The Commission having been instructed to take this case into consideration, 
recommended to his Excellency a donation, on the part of Government, of 400Z. , 
which sum has been granted accordingly. 

Sir Hugh Massey also tendered a subscription to a sub-committee of the 
county Clare of lOOZ. As this was the first offer in that county where it was 
most required, the Commission recommended a donation of a similar sum. 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties we have encountered in promoting 
these contributions, I do not despair of ultimate success. When once thoroughly 
commenced, the force of example will carry us on. 

The Commission have received an answer from Col. AVyndham, detailing the 
arrangements wliich he had entered into for employing the people whilst he 
was improving his own estate. I have every belief in the liberality of this 
gentleman, and I trust on the further representations that have been made to 
him, that he will yet give us the advantage of the influence of liis name in the 
public manner in which we have solicited it in the sense of the Instructions. 

The organization of the local committees is improving, I fear that the staff 
officers of pensioners will not be available to any great extent ; for it appears 
that they are obliged to be absent on their staff duty from the 1st to the 10th 
or 12th of each month, and this unfits them altogether for the office of secre- 
tary. We have therefore desired each committee to appoint their own 
secretary, who ^vill probably he the clerk of petty sessions, or the schoolmaster 
of the \dllage, to be paid out of the funds of the committee, probably at the 
rate of 2s. 6d. for each working day. I have thought it best, whatever might 
be determined hereafter, that it should be so paid for the present. 

In some parts of county Clare, such as Kilkee and Kilrush, there seems to 
be a determination to subscribe nothing ; but I am not altogether without hopes 
that they may find it difficult to sustain this resolution. 

The Board of Works have 1600 workmen in employment in the county Clare, 
and some further works have been tliis day ordered for other localities. 

The Commission are now directing their attention to county Tipperary. 

I beg to acquaint you that the private steamer " Ocean” has made two 
special trips from Cork to Dublin, at the rate of 155. per ton. She takes about 
1800 barrels or sacks at each trip. The great object of this employment is to 
fill the depots of Banagher and Longford two very important positions, and 
where a reasonably large supply will be required. The " Ocean” will make 
one more trip to Dublin for the same purpose. 

I have written to Messrs, Baring Brothers and Co. at Liverpool to inquire 
on what terms they could charter a steamer to make two trips to Dundalk, 
where Mr. Waller has succeeded in engaging a convenient storehouse (become 
vacant since Mr, Lister’s visit) on the quay, and contiguous to the guard, at the 
rate of 40^. to 1st September, and 10?. for eacdi subsequent month. 

D. A. C. G. Campbell, who is in charge at Longford, requires some assist- 
ance, and if you think well of employing Mr. Hughes, I think he has that sort 
of experience which Mr. Campbell wants. 

I have seen Mr. Parker, who applied to their Lordships’ Board for employ- 



printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSARIAT. 83 

ment, and I think he is well adapted for the duty at Waterford, on which sub- 
ject I wait their Lordships’ orders. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 30, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships approve of h^ proceediogs 
as reported in this letter. 

State that as their Lordships ai’e strongly impressed with the importance of 
establishing such a system of exammation of the Indian corn meal wliich is now 
being ground in private mills at Cork, as will effectually prevent its being 
adulterated, they have instructed Mr. Hughes to proceed direct to that place, 
where he -will be employed under Commissary-General Hewetson’s orders 
upon this or such other duty as it may be thought proper to assign to him ; 
and he 'will receive pay at the rate of 7s. Qd. a day, without allowances. 

If the services oj' another subordinate officer should be req^uired at Waterford, 
or else'uffiere, and Sir R. Routh should continue to be of opinion that Mr. 
Parker is well q^ualihed for the duties "which will have to be performed, he is 
authorised to employ him at the same rate of 7s. 6d. a day, without allowances. 

Write to Mr. Hughes, and state that their Lordsliips have been pleased to 
appoint him on a qiecial service at Cork, and deshe that he will proceed to 
that place with the least practicable delay, and place himself under the orders 
of Commissary-General Hewetson ; and state that he will receive pay at the rate 
of 7s. Qd. a day, without allowances, from the present date inclusively. 

Transmit an extract from tliis minute to Commissary-General Hewetson for 
liis information, and state that he may consider himself authorised to take any 
temporary steps that may be necessary to secure the meal which is being 
ground at Cork by private millers Irom being adulterated. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuUin, March 28, 1846. 

I HAVE desired Mr. Hewetson to apply all the naval steamers in the fii-st 
instance to the western coast. The following is my calculation, which I believe is 
nearly correct : — 

Barrels. 



Stromboli 


_ 


. 


800 


Myrmidon 


- 


- 


300 


Dee - 


. 


. 


- 1000 


Alban 


- 


- 


430 


Confiance 


- 


- 


300 


Rbadamanthus 






- 1300 

4130 



hly plan is, that they shall take four trips to the west before they come on the 
east coast, and in the meanwhile I shall ply the Cork and Dublin steamers for this 
depot, and the " Ocean” steamer, and I shall be glad if Messrs. Baring Brothers 
and Co. can assist me with another to Dundalk, until the four depots of Dublin, 
Dundalk, Banagher, and Longford are completed. You will observe if my 
information is cor-rect, and I have it from the master of the " Alban,” that the 
Confiance ” and “ Myrmidon” are vessels of small capacity. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Admiralty, March 28, 1846. 

In reply to your letter of this date requesting the assistance of two fighters 
for discharging, and a hulk for storing the Indian com and meal now in <»urse of 
arrival at C^rk from America, I am commanded by my Lords Comimssioners of 
the Admiralty to acquaint you for the information of the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, that two victualling hoys have been ordered from Portsmouth and Ply- 
mouth to Cork, to be placed at the disposal of the Commissary General ; and 
that my Lords will provide a receiving hulk as soon as possible. 

M 2 
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Treasury Minute on the above. 



March 30, 1846. 

Transmit a copy of this letter to Commissary General Hewetson for bis inform- 
ation, with reference to the application which he has made to the Admiral 
commanding at Cork, for the assistance of two lighters and a hulk. 

\Vrite to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships having been informed that 
Commissary General Hewetson had made an application to the Admiral com- 
manding at Cork for the assistance of two lighters and a hulk, a letter was 
addressed by their directions to the Ix)rds Commissioners of the Admiralty, repre- 
senting the importance of this application being promptly complied with, and a 
copy of the reply which has been received from the Admiralty is transmitted for 
Sir R. Routh’s infonnation. 



liXr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, March 30, 1846. 

I WISH you fully to understand that, considering the object for which the 
present Irish establishment has been formed, and the vigour and dispatch, combined 
with the exercise of a sound discretion, required for the successful accomplishment 
of the ends in view, it is absolutely necessary that there should not be one person 
on the establishment who is not fully equal to his duties ; and if any of your 
officers or others employed, no matter who they may be, fall short of what may 
reasonably be expected from them, I must beg that you will make a proper state- 
ment of the matter in an official letter to me, in order that efficient persons may 
be selected to relieve them. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Sir. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, March 30, 1846. 

I DID not attach much importance to the refusal of the people in the 
workhouse to eat the Indian corn meal. Great pains have been taken by ill- 
disposed or interested persons to excite a prejudice against it ; and, considering it 
as an attempt to lower the scale of their food, English paupers might probably 
have done the same under the same circumstances. Those out of doors also 
treated it contemptuously at first, calling it, I understand, “ Peel’s brimstone ; ” 
but a few oftbe bolder or more hungry ventured to try the poisonous stuff, and the 
number of purchasers has gradually increased so much, that the Relief Committee 
have now bought a cargo of 400 quarters of Indian corn on their own account, and 
were so unwilling to interrupt the sale, that I continue to let them have it from 
the store, on condition of their replacing it in kind as soon as their own corn is 
converted into meal. For my part, I have never had the slightest aj)prehension 
about the use of the Indian corn ; it is much too good a thing to be long rejected 
by starving people ; and all my fear is lest they should eat it faster thSi w-e can 
supply It. ’Hie meal sent here is of excellent quality; and a Scotch lady, to 
whom I gave some for trial, absolutely acknowledges that it makes lietter porridge 
than oatmeal. After this I think we need fear nothing from prejudice 

I hope there is now some prospect of filling the depots, as the steamers are not 
only increased m number, but we are finding out by degrees the most advanta- 
geous distribution pf them. Many difficulties attend all the harbours on tliis 
western coast, which it depends upon proper arrangement to diminish ; and I 
think this IS now beginning to be understood; besides which w'e may look for 
more tavourable wither. The » Alban” was a fortnight on her late passage 
from Cork ; and the commander tells me that if he had attempted to keep the sea 
we should have heard no more of him. She is for the present employed in this 
nver, discharging the larger steamers of their cargoes at Tarbert, and bringing 
them up, while they return at once to Cork for fresh loading. I have also made 
an arrangement for discharging them there into lighters when necessary 
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Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Archer. 

Limerick, March 30, 1846. 

Though the outcrj’ is probably greater than the occasion yet justifies, I 
have no doubt that the distress from the failure of the potatoes is already 
becoming in many instances very severe, more especially in the country adjacent 
to this place. The quantity still remaining is very great, for it is allowed on aU 
hands to have been an immense crop, estimated by some at double the averac^e of 
ordinary years ; but the decay during the last month has been most rapid ; and I 
h&ve been assured by people who had no interest in deceiving me, that when they 
thought themselves secure of a supply through the season, they have all at once 
been obliged to go to market for their immediate wants. Yet others say that 
they have scarcely had a bad potato ; and the only invariable fact- which I have 
been able to ascerbiin in my inquiries through the country is, that the richest 
soil is that in which the disease has caused the greatest loss. To this must be 
attributed the great failure in this neighbourhood, the counties of Clare, Tippe- 
rary and Limerick, containing some of the most productive land in Ireland. The 
land manured with sea-weed appears to have suffered nearly in the same degree as 
the deep alluvial soils, and hence arises the great distress on the sea-coast, natu- 
rally a poor country, and growing but little corn. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Coffin. 

Treasury, March 31, 1846. 

Your letter is of too grave and important a nature to admit of my returning 
an answer to it without careful consideration, and I shall confine myself at present 
to sending you the accompanying copies of documents, which define, to a certain 
extent, the views I entertain on the questions discussed by you. 

The subject has two opposite sides, both of which are Ml of doubt and diffl - 
culty ; and, between the evils of doing too little, and attempting too much, I fear 
that our only real satisfaction will be that we shall have acquitted ourselves to the 
best of our ability in the difficult task which has fallen to our lot, and that all 
that human aid could do, has been done to avert the calamity. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, March 31, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27tli 
instant, recapitulating the order given by their Lordships for the supply of sacks 
to carry on the service with whicli I am entrusted at this station ; aod I now beg to 
state, as the private mills engaged by me to grind and manufacture Indian corn into 
meal, will, with our own establishment, produce four thousand sacks weekly, the 
13,500 sacks remaining to be delivered for my use by the Ordnance, will not 
be sufficient to meet the demand the arrangements necessarily made for grinding 
Avill occasion. I therefore request a further supply, to the extent of 10,000, may be 
shipped to my usual address here, so soon as they can be provided. I have now 
remaining in hand only the 4000 which arrived yesterdiiy, per “ Tiger the 1500 
originally received from the storekeeper at Haulhowline, are used exclusively for 
landing the corn. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

April 3, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance with reference to his letter of the 
1st instant, and state that, as my Lords have since received a further requisition 
for sacks for the service in Ireland, their Lordsliips request that the Board of 
Ordnance will desire Messrs. Heniy to supply without loss of time tbe 5500 sacks 
at l5, 5^. each, alluded to in their letter of .the 30th ultimo, and that the Board 
will cause to be provided for the same service 4500 of a quality already supplied at 
the price of Is. 7jcZ. eac^, and that these quantities may be consigned to Commis- 
sary-General Hmvetson with as little delay as possible. 

Acquaint Commissary-General Hewetson Avith the direction given. 

Acquaint also Sir R, Routb. 



See tlie 

Coireepondence 
relatiisiftQ the 
Viulualliiip of the 
Emigrant Ships, 
page so. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, March 31, 1846. 

I PERFECTLY agree with your opinions as to the issue of our meal, and 
act entirely on them. We must be very careful to whom we sell ; and I am 
anxiously impressing this care on all our depots, so that it may be directed to the 
real object of its importation — the distress of the country. 

We have 5,487 men employed in county Clare, by the Board of Works, and 
1,114 in county Meath. 

The demand is so great for the pamphlet on Indian corn, that we have deter- 
mined to let the printer dispose of it bv sale, which, as the press is set, he will be 
able to do at from 4s. to 5s. per 100 copies. ^ The larger pamphlet is more sought 
after than the single sheet. If you thought it desirable to circulate it in England, 
you might probably allow it to run its natural course in the same way, but a note 
should be added to page , on the word “Saleratus;” — Note. “ Saleratus is an 
" alkaline substance used to make the meal rise, and is sold by the druggists in 
“ America prepared for use under that name. It is the bi-carbonate of soda.” 

I am getting on with subscriptions. In Ennis we raised 200f. in one day ; at 
Kilrush they are beginning to subscribe. Colonel Vandeleur sent down 50Z. 
yesterday ; and in other places it is gradually taking the lead. In all the letters 
from the Commission we insist on the necessity of exertion on the part of the 
petitioners in their own behalf before the Government interferes. 

M'’e received to-day the notification of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of 
the appointment of the Board of Health. AVe propose to meet twice in each 
week. The two medical gentlemen, the chief surgeon Sir Philip Cramptn, 
and Dr. Corrigan a physician ; indeed Sir Philip is that also. They are both 
first-rate men. They cannot attend until 4 o’clock, p.w., rather late in the day, 
but we must consult their convenience. 

I am most anxious not to disturb your orders about the grinding ; and I do not 
think it safe to grind at any mill at a distance from a garrison town. 



Tlie Secretary to the Board of Customs to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Custo7n House, April 1, 1846. 

With reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, ti-ansmitting extract of a 
letter from Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, respecting the employment of the 
“ Vulcan” revenue steam cruizer, in order to facilitate the conveyance of supplies of 
food to places at which they are required for the relief of the people suffering from 
scarcity on the western coast of Ireland, and signifying the desire of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury to be informed whether any sufficient objection 
exists to the “Vulcan” being replaced by another vessel, and dispatched without 
delay to Limerick, to be emjdoyed as Sir R. Routh may direct. 

I am commanded to acquaint you that directions have been given, in accordance 
with the desire of their Lordships ; and the Commander of the “ Vulcan” has been 
accordingly instructed to proceed to the Shannon ; but I am at the same time to 
state that the Comptroller-General of the Coast Guard has intimated that be cannot 
pledge himself that the sendees of the “ Vulcan” will not be required for the imme- 
diate duties for which she was provided, and to which no other vessel could be 
appropriated. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

A'pril 3, 1846. 

Transmit a copy of this letter to Sir R. Routh, with reference to the last 
paragraph of h.s letter, dated 26th ult„ No. 88, and desire that he will furnish 
mstructions for the guidance of the Commander of the “Vulcan” and the Com- 
missariat and other officers in communication with whom he will he employed 
which instructions should be issued in time for them to be received by the Com- 
mander of the “ A^ulcau” on the arrival of that vessel in the Shannon. 

Write to the Commissioners of Customs ackno^vledging the receipt of this letter 
and state that Sir R. Routh has been directed to furnish the Commander of the 
“Vulcan with the necessary mstnictions for his guidance in this seiwice and that 
these instructions ivill await the arrival of that vessel in the Shannon 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuUin, April 1, 1846. 

I AM glad to report tlie conciliating language and manner of the parish 
Catholic priest at KUrush, in his conamunications with the people, showing 
them, in trae and proper colours, the evil consequences of disorder. The 
landlords are also coming forward. There are several private speculations in 
Indian corn, and the holders are selling at 1^. 6rf. per stone, equal to 12s-. per 
cwt., which is not unreasonable, being about lj<f. per lb. 

Our Commission correspondence has increased beyond all measure. The 
relief committees, and the distribution of the Pamphlet on the use of Indian 
Com, have in part contributed to this, some demanding explanations on all 
descriptions of questions, and others requiring the com as well as the book. 
The meal is becoming exceedingly popular, and O’Brien has produced a new 
kind of biscuit much superior to the last. In Dublin the shops selling it are 
crow'ded, and no doubt it will effect the great desideratum of a large loaf at a 
small price. 

The potato (like the apple of late years in England,) is beginning to wear 
itself out, and in a few years it will resume its station as a vegetable, which 
will be, in the end, a great advantage to Ireland, in obliging the people to culti- 
vate a food that requires more labour. The little industry called for to rear 
the potato, and its prolific grow'th, leave the people to indolence and all kinds 
of vice, which habitual labour and a higher order of food would prevent I 
think it very probable we may derive much advantage from this present 
calamity. » 

We sit as a Board of Health for the first time on Friday, at 4 p.m., but the 
first sitting will be merely preliminary. 

Will you have the goodness to send us about 18 copies of the Revised Code 
of Instructions to the Commissariat to distribute, for I do not find there are 
more than t\vo or three amongst us. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, April 1, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the approval of the Right Honour- 
able iny Ijords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a schedule, with tenders, 
received by Assistant Commissai^-General Lister, for the transport of supplies by 
the Grand Canal from Dublin to Banagber ; and also a letter from the secretary 
of the Canal Company, remitting the tolls under the same circumstances as that 
granted in the year 1822. 



Enclosure. 

Grand Canal Souse, William-street, 

Sir, March 21, 1846. 

I AM ordered by the Directors of the Grand Canal to ackno’-\ledge the receipt of your 
letter, 17th instant, stating that you were desired by Commissary-General Sir R J. Routh, to 
submit, for the consideration of the Court, whether during the impending scarcity a remission 
of the tolls, similar to that granted in 1822, will not be authorized on such supplies as it may 
be requisite to send .by the Grand Canal to Banagber, or any intermediate place, to meet die 
wants of the people ; and I am desired to inform the Commissary-General that the Directors 
have resolved to grant such remission, and have instructed the Superintendent of Ti-ade to put 
himself in immediate communication with you for the purpose of adopting such arrangement as 
may be necessary for carrying such resolution into effect. 

I have, &c., 

A. Lister, Esq., Samuel Heaiet, Pro Secretary. 

§-c. |-c. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Apr^ 3, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that my Lords upprore of the accejrtance of Mr. James 
Baylis’s tender for the transport of supplies by the Grand Canal from Dublin to 
Banagber. 

Their Lordships have been gratified by observing that the Directors of the 
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Grand Canal Company have refrained from making any claim for toll on provisions, 
the property of Government, transmitted by their canal for the purpose of aftording 
relief to districts suffering from the failure of the potato crop. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Castle, Duhlm, Afril 2, 1846. 

The demands on our depots are increasing fast, and the inconvenient 
precedent of the large issue at Limerick, at Id. per lb. holds out an invitation 
to them, -n-hich I find it difficult to combat It is astonishing how much effect 
this issue has produced. I must raise the price to lU. per cwt., otherwise the 
whole country will be on us, and we have yet the great struggle to face after 
the farm labour is over, for ^vhich the dealers are holding back, in expectation 
of higher prices in May, June, and July, and indeed August. I urge as much 
as possible the efforts of the people in their own behalf. 

We have ordered the printer to sell the ludian Corn Pamphlet, and not to 
distribute any more at the public expense. He is able to sell them at a half- 
penny each. The demand is beyond credibility. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlhl Castle, April 2, 1846. 

I H.WE the honour to submit to you, for the approval of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasmy, copy of a letter 
from Commissary-General Hewetson, stating in the margin the ships then unload- 
ing under his orders, and the obligation under which he was called upon to act of 
hiring a small granary on Anderson’s Quay, close to where the vessels are lying, 
capable of containing 20,000 bushels of corn, for the purpose of effecting a more 
rapid discharge of their cargoes, and avoiding all claims for demurrage. 

Concurring entirely in the measure adopted by IMr. Hewetson for the purpose of 
economy and dispatch, and referring to his own statement, I beg leave to recom- 
mend the same for their Lordships’ favourable consideration and approval. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Rocth. 

Lee Mills Depot, Corh, March 31, 1846. 

Elsinore . . . ^ many vessels are now in port from the United States of America, as per margin, 

Edinburgh . . 300 with supplies to my order, the Lee-mill Granaries cannot afford sufficient dispatcli in dis- 
charging them ; to avoid, as far as possible, grounds for claiming demurrage, and havino- 
! 300 several of the ships to come up from Passage to the City Quay with a view to more 

Harriet Reck- rapid delivery, andtosave expense of lightei-age from thence (lighters are, moreover, exceedingly 
well .... 448 difficult to obtain in anything like sufficient number), I have engaged a small granary on 

Andersens Quay, close to where the vessels lie, capable of containing 20,000 bushels of com. 

Cornriia . . .1065 With the aid of these premises and a separate gang of men, I am now able to effect the 
Empire . . .1060 ships at ihe same time, the Lee Mills taking f^^^ 'This extra dispatch 

daily expected. strong inducements to the masters of the vessels to bring their vessels up from 

Passage to the city, but it is the means of a great saving of expense in lighterzige and cartage. 
The terms upon which I have engaged these premises, eligibly situated in every point of view, 
are per month 15/., by the month only, in order to their being given up so soon as the pressure 
of tins service subsides. ^ 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



April 3, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships entirely approve of Commissary- 
General Hewetson’s proceedings in this matter. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 3, 1846. 

The accompanying Circular contains some interesting information on 
the state of the Corn. Trade. 

The large introduction of Indian corn into Ireland, on private account, is 
very gi’atifying, and points directly both to the solution of our present difElcul- 
ties, and to the permanent use of a better description of food than the potato. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

T'Vaterford, April 4, 1846. 

The supply of potatoes in tins district (Wexford excepted) is calculated 
to last to the end of the month, though a great portion of those in good con- 
dition are now being planted, which of course must diminish the stock for 
consumption, especially as, where they can afford it, the farmers take the wise 
precaution of planting them “ whole.” I myself doubt the calculation being 
founded on data to be depended upon, believing that the evil is rather chequered 
than general, some having a supply for a longer, some for a shorter period ; 
whilst many are already totally destitute, and have sought and obtained admis- 
sion in the poor-houses ; this applies equally to the counties of Tipperary and 
Kilkenny. The price of potatoes here on the quay is 7d. per stone of 14 lb., 
and Qd. by retail in the market ; quite beyond the reach of the poor, the whole 
supply coming fi*om Wexford. 

I have succeeded in introducing liere a quality of bread which the bakers 
are retailing at \d. per lb., with sufBcient profit to themselves and the greatest 
benefit to the poor, who buy it up faster than it can be made ; and I beg to 
submit to you the ingredients and cost. My principal object was to remove 
the prejudices which still exist against Indian corn when it is doled out as 
charity (for they do still exist in this sole exception, as was exemplified last 
week in our poorhouse, w’here it was sturdily refused as an article of diet on. 
the plea that a few persons who had died there the preceding week, had been 
poisoned by it) ; and the surest way was to bring it into the market at a price 
Jar hehw the public expectation. 

The importations of corn and other food on private account might, I think, 
be kept under a very salutary control as regards price, if Government would 
now' and then at large towns or elsewhere place at the diq^osal of the authorities 
or Committees a supply of meal, to be sold with discretion at cost price. The 
dealers express the greatest disquietude as to the effect which the Government 
relief may have on their importations, and a broad hint of this kind now and 
then would keep the market at its fair level. 

There is only now one opinion, if honestly expressed, of the w'isdom and 
judgment with which this relief measure has been provided by Government. 
As a succedaiieum to the potato, Indian corn comprises more advantages than 
any other attainable article of food in existence, both as regards its price, its 
nutritious qualities, its facility and variety of preparation, whether as the staple 
subsistence of the able-bodied labourer, the child of all ages, the urniate of 
an hospital ward and workhouse, or as a palatable variety on the well-spread 
table of the w'ealthy ; and it furnishes every individual with a daily wholesome 
food at nearly the same price paid in average seasons for their former deleterious 
nutriment. This is the blessing which has resulted to the pauper ; but it also 
reaches, most essentially, every one of the more favoured classes of society, for, 
by the determination of Government to make all their purchases out of the 
kingdom, the prices of all comestibles have been kept within the range ^ of 
ordinary seasons : and I cannot find a person to assert that, with the exception 
of the article of potatoes alone, he believes the domestic expenses of any family 
at all increased by the existing state of things. Thank God there is now 
plenty of food in Ireland : let man find employment. 



N 
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Enclosure. 

Result of a Quantity of Bread Manufactured from Indian Com Meal and Wheat Flour in 
the Propo^ons of Two-thirds of the former and One-third of the latter. 



lbs. £■ 

224 Indian meal, at 11 j. 6d. per cwt., cost .... 130 

1 12 second quality wheat flour, at 14 j. 6ci. per cwt. . • 0 14 6 



336 

Increase of 236 on being made into dough. 1 17 6 



572 

Diminution of 35 in the process of baking. 

Produced 537 lbs. of bread of excellent quality, which was sold at 



Id. per lb. — say 249 

Profit to baker 0 7 3 

At Waterford, April 2, 1846. 



Die peculiar process under which the two ingredients will properly amalgamate must be 
studied, and can be easily acquired by any baker after a few trials ; the best result has been 
by baking it in tins. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, April 4, 1846. 

Now is the time for the means of the landlords, and the exertions of the 
local Committees, trith a little well directed assistance from us, but it is an 
object to reserve our supplies, without some just motive for their issue, until 
after the farm labour is over, when there will be a considerable rise in all sorts 
of provisions, and our presence in the market will have the happiest influence. 
Where it is indisi^ensahle, we are not now backn'ard ; but where the petitioners 
have other resources, we think it just that those resources should be used, and 
those of the public economised for their great and simultaneous effect during 
the summer months. I regret to say that I have lost the use of the steamer of 
the Cork Company, and I must stop the supply from Dublin to Bauagher, 
where I have placed 2000 sacks, and confine myself to Longford, which has no 
present communication n-ith Limerick, but is a most important inland depot, as 
well as Bannagher. Longford has about 1100 saclis. Bannagher will continue 
to be supplied from Limerick. I have been able to do nothing yet for Dundalk, 
hut I write to Mr. Hewetson to send thither one of the small Government 
steamers. I fear also I must send a cargo of whole Indian corn grain to Sligo, 
but I shall not do it until the last moment, hoping to hear of the arrival of the 
“ Coinelia” and “ Empire,” which have a large supply of the meal. We shall re- 
quire some sacks at Dublin, for the meal barrels are so bad, and the cooperage 
so expensive, tha,t it is almost ruinous to think of mending them, and it is better 
to put the meal into hags than attempt it. 

The oatmeal is rising in some localities to 18s. and 20s. per cwt,, hut it is not 
a fair sale, and these prices are obtained chiefly on long credits. 

I st^ think, as I have always thoi^ht, that we shall succeed in our operations 
though I perceive that our stock is limited when compared Tvith the probable 
demands upon it. I therefore preach economy and reserve to all the depart- 
ment, so that nothing may be premature, or done without reflection. If I were 
to throw open our depots now, there is not an effort nor a landlord that we 
could enlist through any other channel. All to whom I have an opportunity of 
speaking, approve the grounds on which I am acting. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Pennefather, 

Dublin Castle, April 6, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, -for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, the weekly return of the stores at the different depots • but 
the weather has been so tempestuous, that less -has been effected than I anticipated. 

Ihe “Aiban’ and the “Myrmidon” have been both driven into port, near 
Bantry Bay ; and the “Dee,” if she has been able to keep the sea, must have en- 
countered very heavy gales. 
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In, the meanwhile, I have taken up four fine topsail Plymouth schooners, three 
for Dundalk, and one for Dublin, and I expect to get a fifth. 

These vessels were employed by Government to bring over biscuit for the military 
depot, and on unloading, they have agreed to take one cargo of Indian corn meal 
at IO 5 . and II 5 . per ton. 

I have no account yet of the “ Rhadamanthus” or the Porcupine.” The naval 
steamers consist of the “ Stroraboli,” “Myrmidon,” “ Alban,” and the “ Dee.” 

The Cork and Dublin Steam Company expect a large screw steamer, which 
they propose to offer to me for this service. I understand that she is expected next 
week. 

The reports from the interior are more urgent, but the landlorc^ and country 
gentlemen are exhibiting a vei-y general activity ; and I have been continuing to 
issue in various localities small quantities of meal, which have had their due influ- 
ence on the market prices. 

Upon the ^vhole, it may be stated that the difficulties of the impending exigency 
are steadily and gradually approaching. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelt.\n. 

Duhlin, Aj>r'il 6, 1846. 

I SHALL see Mr. O’Brien in the course of the day. I have my doubts 
about the rye in Dublin ; people here do not like it, and I apprehend there 
would be no sale for it We had yesterday a loaf of Indian com meal, which 
I sent to the Lord-Lieutenant, and they could scarcely tell it from wheaten 
bread, except by the colom-, so light and well prepared, and everybody eat it in 
preference. I had received a similar communication to yours of the sMp- 
ments of Indian corn for Ireland, chiefly Limerick and Waterford. I have no 
doubt that the introduction of the Indian corn into the United Kingdom ^vill 
he a blessing to the poorer classes ; and here particularly I feel satisfied that it 
will be the means of weaning the Irish from the potato, which is one of the 
causes that impede the civilization of the country. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 



Treasury, April!, 1846. 

I THINK it right to advert to a point touched ui>on in your letter dated 
4th instant, upon which our views appear not to be quite coincident. I conceive 
our true policy to be to relieve the disquietude of the dealers, by causing it to 
be generally imdemtood that our stores ivill be appropriated only to the relief 
of extreme distress, and by keeping them as much out of sight as possible. 

The large importations of Indian corn in progress in Ireland on private 
account are very gratifying, and point directly both to the solution of our pre- 
sent difliculties and to the permanent use of a better description of food dian 
the potato. 

I will add copies of documents which have a direct bearing on this subject. 

to the Victualling 

of the Eznigrant 

Ships, at p. 60. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 



Lee Mills Depot, Cork, April! , 1846. 

Referring to my letter. No. 8, of the 31st ult., I have the honour to re- 
port, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
that the very fragile, and I may add unmerchautabie, state of a large portion of the 
American barrels in wliich the meal I am receiving from the United States has 
been packed, is such as to render them altogether unfit for secure transport coast- 
ways to our depots. TJie reports I receive of the condition, on arrival, of many of 
those already despatched, though selected from amongst the best in store, is so 
unsatisfactory and discouraging, that I see no alternative but to sack as many as 
time and circumstances will permit, and to meet this object I request an additional 
supply of 10,000 may be sent me at an early period; and I may here remark there 
is little doubt that this, as well as our ordinary packing of meal, 10,000 more will 
shortly have to be called for. 
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The barrels, I hope, may sell by public auction for half the cost of the sacks, and 
a considerable expense of cooperage will also be saved under this arrangement, 
which, with my present experience, 1 regret was not adopted from the first. 



Treasory Minute on the above. 

Afril 9, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, requesting he will state to the 
Master-General and Board that a further quantity of sacks is required for the public 
service at Cork ; and my Lords request that they will cause an additional supply 
of 10,000 sacks, at the price of Is. l\d. each, to be provided and forwarded to Com- 
missary-General Hewetson, at Cork, with as little delay as possible. 

Acquaint Commissary'-General Hewetson and Sir R. Routh. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 7y 1816. 

Lord Lincoln sent for me at 4 p.m., just as I was leaving the Commis- 
sion, and mentioned that he had received statements from CaiTick-on-Suir that 
led him to fear an outbreak or some riot, unless employment were given to the 
people, and he asked me if I had any one whom I could send down with a 
small sum of money. I said that I had not, but that Mr. Dobree, a Deputy 
Commissary-General, was at Waterford within 12 miles, and I gave a note of 
liis name, and that he was there to act in any maimer in which he might be 
ordered. His Lordsliip did not mention any details, but his object seemed to 
be the employment of the people, and he sent for Captain Larcom. I mention 
this to you in case it should reach you through any other channel. I am not 
aware of any particulars, but I know that Carrick-oii-Suir is a lawless place, 
and that the richer class are quite indisposed to make any effort on their own 
behalf. Tliey were very earnest with us to grind corn there, for it is full of 
mills, but it would have been a most unsafe project. 

We have had 12,580 employed during the last week under the 9 Viet. c. 1. 
We have liad 30,000 men during the w'eek employed on the Shannon, and 
about 7000 on drainage. Of the first there were 10,870 employed last w'eek in 
County Clare. 

Since the heavy rains and tempestuous weather of last week, the weather 
appears likely to moderate, and we shall no doubt begin immediately the usual 
fai-m labour of this period of the year, w'hich usually continues until the 
15th May. I am anxim^ to see this begin, so as to keep our supplies, almost 
only a mouthful to such a mass, until after that period, when we must open all 
our depots, as well as those entrusted on the coast to the officers of the Coast 
Guard. It is then that our reserve and economy now will tell, both in supply- 
ing a wholesome food and in putting down combinations of dealers. We are 
obliged now to keep up our prices to prevent the w’hole population from beino- 
upon us; 124-. per cwt. for the meal and 94. 6d. for the whole com, and then 
only in very small quantities in most urgent cases. From 15th May to Auf^ust, 
there will be nothing but the hay season to afford any relief. It will be a very 
active busy period for us, but I fear Mr. Hewetson’s operations may be rather 
slow, though unavoidably so. It will be Jiclp before he has finished his 
grinding. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 8, 1846. 

I ONLY wwite three w'ords t(| say that there was nothing extraordinary 
at Carrick-on-Suir, beyond a movement of Tipperary impatience for employ- 
ment, with reference to certain works w^hich had been submitted, and as some 
of Captain Larcom’s people were still in that neighbourhood, a temporary 
employment was substituted en attendant, which sufficed. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSARIAT. 93 

Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Teeveltan. 

Lhnench^ 1S46. 

Since I wrote to you on the 30th, the cry of distress in this part of the 
country has rapidly increased, and I think that no reasonable doubt can be 
ielt that it is a cry of real distress. Not a day passes in which I have not 
applications, personally, or in writing, for the purchase of meal. These appli- 
cations come from various and distant points in the three or four adjoining 
counties, hut all turn upon the same general representation of the failure of the 
poor man’s stock of potatoes, of the deficient quantity, and high price of those 
brought to market, of the similarly high price of oatmeal, the readiest sub- 
stitute for them, and of the good effect expected from briugiog the Indian com 
meal into competition, even thougli in veiy small quantities, in the way both 
of reducing prices, and of drawing out the remaining stocks of potatoes, which 
many are said to be hoarding, in liopes of an exorbitant price, though at the 
risk of a total loss by decay. On these grounds I recommend a cautious 
opening of our depots, the absolute refusal of which would, I am sure, cause 
great disappointment and dissatisfaction, and perhaps end in bringing the relief 
of the distress wholly upon our hands, without the intervention or aid of the 
committees ; and considerations of this kind seem to have had weight in Dublin, 
as I have lately had directions to sell small quantities to committees, whose 
subscription funds show them to he working in earnest. 

I still labour to convince applicants of the importance, for their own sake, of 
reserving our supplies for the approaching period of real scarcity, and with some 
nevertheless they seem now to be persuaded of this ; but I think that all are ex- 
ceptions surprised to find that the Government provision of food is so limited, 
having been led to believe, not only from common report, but from the indefinite 
terms of the printed instructions, that the resource was of much larger extent, 
aud would be available whenever the contingencies under which it is there 
promised should arise. The money grants in aid of private subscriptions are 
to many, however, almost an equal surprise, and go lar, I think, towards 
allaying the discontent that would othenvise be expressed, as they show that 
the Government is in earnest, and not, as was at one time commonly appre- 
hended, deceiving them with a mere show of assistance. The strongest proof, 
however, of the real scarcity of potato food is the earnestness with which they 
still press for ever so small a quantity of our meal, with the view of influencing 
the markets, and also of satisfying the poor that something is doing for them. 

I have within a few days submitted, and yesterday received a favourable 
answer to a proposal made by me, tending to encourage and facilitate the 
purchase of private cargoes of Indian corn when brought in for sale. It was 
founded on an application made to me by Mr. Mansell, of Tervoe, who was 
very desirous of buying, in concert with some other large proprietors, a large 
supply of this kind for distribution in their localities, but found himself stopped 
by the difficulty of its safe custody during the period of gradual consumption. 
Tliis I have endeavoured to get over, by obtaining peimission to receive it into 
our charge, and deliver it to the parties from time to time in quantities suit- 
able for their more detailed distribution, the question of the expense of 
storage, &c. remaining open for reference to the Treasury. I am led to expect 
that cargoes of this kind will be imported, perhaps freely, if they find a ready 
sale, hut I doubt if they can be purchased much for country use, at low prices 
at least, unless encouragement of this kind is given ; hut as every such purchase 
must serve to relieve the pressure of demand upon our depots, it seems to me 
well worth our while to incur the additional trouble, if not the additional 
expense of such an arrangement. I have mentioned it to other country gen- 
tlemen since Mr. Mansell talked to me about it, and the idea seems to take. 
The Limerick Committee want also to avail themselves of it, but this I resist, 
because I do not see the same grounds for relieving them of the charge of 
their own property. As usual, however, they catch at every kind of assistance 
from the Government. 

This being the focus of immediate distress, I believe that I am doing good by my 
daily communications with the numerous applicants for assistance, who must 
partly he paid in words, in order to economise our more substantial food. But for 
this, I should probably have gone ere now to visit the coast of Kerry, on which 
I fear, there is very severe, though more silent distress. Of the districts to the 
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northward I now hear little, but I believe that Galway is in a bad state. Mr. 
Wood is, I understand, shortly to go to Galway city, to establish a depot, but 
at present he is occupied in initiating Captain Pole at Banagher. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, April 8, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Hon. my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that I have directed 
the following quantities of Indian corn meal to be held at the disposal of tlie In- 
spector-General of the Coast Guard, Sir James Dombrain, to be deposited at the 
undermentioned Coast Guard stations, to be disposed of by sale only, viz. — 

Tons. 



Castletownsend 5 

Bautry 10 

Berebaven 10 

Dingle 25 



Further quantities will be i*e- 
quired at Dingle during the 
season, probably to the amount 
of 150 tons. 



Killybegs 10 

Lochrees 5 

Duukeeban 3 

Belmullet 7 

Achil Island 5 

Ballinakill 5 

Roundstone 5 

Arran Island 5 

Ball}huimion 10 



Leavingto Commissary-General 
Coffin to settle the quantities 
required at Tarbert, and other 
points at the mouth of the 
Shannon, witli Captain Mann. 

Total 105 

The present price at which I propose to sell is 11s. per cwt., or Is. 4:\d. per 
stone, and as soon as the farm labour is closed, and we are better ])repared to issue 
(towards the loth Slay), to reduce our price to Is. Zd. per stone, or 10s. per cu't., 
subject of course to circumstances. 

Further small quantities wiU be required at all the stations, from time to time, 
during the summer months. 

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 9, 1846. 

^ dependency of Liinerick, naturally from its conomuni- 
cation by the Shannon, and because it has no direct mail route to Dublin, except 
vid Athlone or Limerick. Galway, Westport, and Sligo have direct mail 
^mmunications with Dublin, and only a cross post to Limerick, which makes it 
frequently wore convenient to write md Dublin from the two latter posts. 
Thus, though forming part of the western district, they are in reality in direct 
wiTespondence with me. Limerick has the superintendence of great part of 
Tippemi'}, and all Kerry, and the mouth of the Shannon, and as high as 
Athlone. It has no communication with Longford. 

As for the state of the coimtry in reference to the distress, I believe we have 
the best accounts here. It is like a cheque-board, the white and black in close 
juxtaposition, which gives rise to such contradictory evidence from sources 
wdthin a few miles of each other. The applications are becoming both nume- 
rous and urgent, and u-e shall, within even a few days, be in the midst of it. A 
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deputation has just come up from Galway, to state that the people are in so 
excited a state, that it will he impossible to restrain them, unless a depot is 
immediately established there, as the “ Dee ” was seen passing up to Westport, 
and the people are losing all hope of assistance. 

Mr. Wood ■will be there on Monday, and Mr. liewetson has orders to make 
the first shipment to Galway. There were reasons from the success of their 
herring fishery, to believe that the assistance at Galway would not have 
been so immediately requii-ed. The demands also for the neighbourhood of 
Dublin are becoming very pressing, and I strongly recommend to your con- 
sideration to send a cargo of Indian corn and any oatmeal that you may have 
at Deptford, consigned to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

Colonel Goldie, who commands the detacliment of the 66th at Clare Castle, 
has kindly consented to belong to the Local Committee, and has subscribed 
largely to the wants of the people. It is an object to enlist generous men of 
that character. 



From Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, Kings Coujiti/y GoodFridaij, 1846- 

It is no easy matter to separate the amount of existing distress froin 
the late loss of crop, from the sum of distress annually falling on the poorer 
classes at this time of year in this country. The active measures of Govern- 
ments cannot be concealed from the people, however careful their servants 
may be : printed instructions appear in the daily prints, and local preparations 
are quickly and easily rumoured over districts thickly and ■widely inhabited. 
That there is more distress than usual, besides being an admitted point, is 
evident. The upper classes know it by the extra pressing demands upon their 
individual charity and forbearance ; the markets prove it by an increased price 
of provisions and a smaller quantity produced for sale. My observations are, 
necessarily, confined to my own locality. Potatoes are selling at 4«/. and 
a stone of 14 lbs., which to the very poor, who cannot purchase a sack, is hd. 
This time last year they ■were 2<-/. and 24c?. : 2d. a stone is considered a remu- 
nerative price to the grower. 

The multiplication of food by the creation of Government depots of Indian 
corn meal, is a fact comprehensible by all, and has roused this people in a 
very evident manner. The present effects visible are — 

1st. A confidence in Government. The poor, among whom I direct my 
private researches when walking, and who are perfectly imconscious of my 
being officially interested, turn their conversation on the “ meal store in 
Bannagher their minds are full of it; they bless it and the Government which 
created it ; and when I inquire what good it has done them, they say that its 
very presence has enabled them to live by keeping domi the price of provisions. 
They feel no wish to get at the stores themselves ; they feel content with the 
first results of the presence of plenty. 

2nd. The forcing into the market now provisions speculatively laid aside. 
A feeling of jealous anger arose at first here among the small dealers against 
Government : men who, living as wretchedly to all appearance as the rest of 
the community, nevertheless possess some money, and lay it out in meal or 
potatoes, and seeing or hearing of the probability of greater demand from 
increased distress, keep it up for a better price. This is, I apprehend, a 
legitimate use of capital, and, moderately pursued, it is not in the wish of 
Government to check it until it tends towards monopoly. Well, this feeling 
of jealous anger on their part has subsided upon a calm view of the proceedings 
of Government : they have brought their stores into market more freely than 
before the meal arrived ; and as the meal accumulated, though unissued, their 
prices lowered. 

At present, therefore, as far as I can judge, two great results appear firom 
the multiplication of food in this country : — 

1st. A great confidence in Government on the part of the poor. 

2nd. A wholesome fear, ■without “ disquietude,” of over-speculation on 
the part of the dealers. 

I have a nominal list at this moment before me of 1200 poor (families 
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included) in Banaglier requiring food ; represented as living on the scanty 
supply of potatoes, &c., which those not quite so poor as themselves give in 
charity to them. The population is between 3000 and 4000. This list was 
made out by the chief constable here, an active and intelligent man, who knows 
the place and ijeople ■well. 

There is no private sale of Indian corn meal in Bannagher at present ; but as 
to the disinclination of the people to eat it, I think it will not continue beyond 
the tastino- The same objection would exist if the object was to introduce 
maccaronl I travelled with a Mr. Robinson, of Clara Mills, in this county, 
who said he had got 11 tons of the corn, and was going to Clara to grind and 
see after it. I gave him my direction on parting in Dublin, and requested him 
to let me know the result. Pie called to-day and said he had ground it all in 
the common corn-mill; that he liad given it to his workmen at \d. a pound 
(his object being to keep down the market about Clara) ; and that, with the 
exception of four out of fifty, they all liked it. The object of Mr. R. coming 
in to Bannaglier to-day ivas, however, to allay, if possible, his own fears : he 
liad heard of this grek depot in Banagher, and that Government intended to 
undei-sell all parties : this alarmed him ; hut I explained the object of Govern- 
ment to him, so far at all events as to allay his fears as a dealer. I then 
asked his opinion of the matter, and he said there was no doubt tbe measure 
had kept down monopoly, and by tbe month of July he expected tliat pro- 
visions of all kinds would be very cheap. 

The depot here is filling fast : there are at present half a million of pounds 
in store, and the stock will soon be doubled. 

Inquiries from all quarters are made concerning it, and the mode of reaching 
it ; and it is verj.' difficult to satisfy the inquirers that their own exertions are 
to be the key to my stores. 

There lias'been no issue from these stores yet, except two tons to Lord Rosse, 
of Parsons-tomi, -whose character lor science and philanthropy appears to l^e 
uniform; and five tons are promised to Sir Jolm Burke, of Woodford, in 
Galway. 

I liave opened my diary, and it grows daily in interest, as do also the duties 
ill which I am engaged. 

I trust, from henceforth, the use of Indian corn will become general through- 
out Ireland, not to the superseding former articles of food, but as auxiliary to 
them ; and that when the present anxieties and arrangements are forgotten, 
there will he found fastened upon this people the habit of using a new food, 
nutritious, cheap, durable and compact : then, indeed, no small object will have 
been achieved. 

My predecessor here, Assistant Commissary-General Wood, goes to Galway 
to-morrow, where there appears to be great distress. 



Sir R. Route to hlr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, April 11, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Blajesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
from Commissarj'-General Coffin, enclosing a correspondence with the Chairman 
of the Limerick Relief Committee, who had applied for permission to store £3000 
worth of Indian meal purchased by tbe Committee for the use of the poor, in the 
Government stores, also for the use of sacks for the same purpose. 

It appears that this purchase is intended chiefly for distribution to the poor at 
Limerick, whereas the previous arrangement agreed upon had only in view the 
issue in large quantities to rural districts, hut for this distribution in detail we are 
by no means prepared. 

Mr. Coffin has therefore been obliged to decline this application, which I trust 
their Jjordsliips, on reference to the correspondence, will approve. 
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Enclosures. 

Commissary-General Coffin to Sir S. Rooth. 

Limerick, April 9, 1846. 

Adverting to my letter of the 4th inst., No. 54, and to your reply, dated the 6tb inst. 
No. 33, I have now the honour to enclose for your consideration copies of letters which have 
since passed between the Chairman of the Limerick Relief Committee and myself, and to 
observe that I see no adequate reason for comprehending this Committee in the arrano-ement 
to which you have assented. 



Sir, Committee Rooms, Limerick, April 7, 1846. 

I am directed by the Relief Committee to apply to you for permisaon to store three 
thousand pounds worth of Indian meal, purchased by tlie Committee for the use of the poor, in 
the Government stores, also for the use of sacks for the purpose. 

N.B. A portion of this is for the rural districts. 

I am, &.C. 

E. F. G. Rtan, 

Commissary-General Coffin. Mayor and Chairman. 



Sir, Limerick, April 7, 1846. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of this date, requesting, on behalf of the 
limerick Relief Committee, permission to store £3000 worth of Indian meal in the Govern- 
ment stores (part of this being for rural districts), and also the use of sacks for that purpose. 

With the desire of promoting, as far as depends on me, all efforts to provide cheap food for 
the people in the approaching period of distress. I lately asked, and have obtainecf leave, to 
take cliarge of supplies, purchased with this view, by Relief Committees, or other private parties 
associated for the same object, subject only tq the question of expense arising out of such 
custody, which must necessarily be referred to the Treasury. 

My proposal and the assent to it had reference, however, to rural districts alone, enabled to 
make purchases of the kind by combining their funds, but likely to be restrained from doing so 
by the want of facilities for the subsequent custody, preservation, and partition of the supplies 
purchased. 

It appears to roe that these considerations can in no respect apply to the position of the 
Relief Committee of this city ; and as the occupation of the limited storage under my command 
by supplies iniecded for local use, would greatly curtail my ability to render similar aid to 
country districts. 1 do not feel myself warranted in complying with the reqitest of the Committee 
. without previous reference to Dublin. 

I shall nevertheless have pleasure in submitting their application, if they will be good enough 
to intoj-m me of the distinct grounds on whirh it is made, and of the separate extent of the 
storage required by them. 

It may be proper for me to observe tliat I have no Government stores, properly so called, at 
my disposal ; all which I occupy being hired expressly for the occasion, and the objects of the 
depot not being local, but extending to a large surrounding district, I am restricted by conve- 
nience to a particular situation in the selection of stores. 

I bare, &c. 

E. F. G. Ryan, Esq., Mayor, Enw. Pine Coffin. 

Chairman of the Relief Committee, Limerick. 



Sir, Relief Committee Rooms, April 7, 1846. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in reply to one of mine, in which I 
requested permission to store our Indian meal in the Government depSts ; and in reply to that 
part of your communication, in which you request the grounds, on which our application was 
made, I beg to enclose you a copy of a resolution which was passed at a meeting of the Com- 
mittee on yesterday, and which, I believe, will aftbrd you all the information yon require. 



Commissary- Gene>-al Coffim. 



I have, &c. 

E. F. G. Rvan, Mayor. 



0 
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Relief Commttee Rooms, Limerick, April, 7, 1846. 

Proposed by \Vm. Maksell, Esq.; seconded by VVm. Howlet, Esq., D.L. 

Besoked, , . , , 

That, there are a large number of opulent persons in this city andneighbourmg counties, 
ready to purchase large quantities of Indian meal from private parties who have brought it into 
this port. . 

That the importers require any meal purchased from them to be removed from their stores 
ivithin ten days from the time at which it is purchased. That throughout the country there 
are no stores fitted to receive large quantities of meal, and that, even if there were, it would be 
unsafe and injudicious to place large quantities of provisions in district depots.— That our 
Chairman therefore be requested to call upon Government to provide stores in Limericlc for 
storing meal, the property of district committees, and to appoint a Commissary to issue out the 
meal, purchased by local committees, to them in quantities not less than thi'ee tons at a time. 

That this officer should approve of the quantity of any meal which local committees may 
propose to place in the Government store, and that he be responsible to the committees, not for 
tile particular meal lodged with him by any committee, but only for an equal quantity of good 
mem. 

Edw. Costello, 
Secretary Relief Committee. 



Sir, Limerick, April‘S, 1846. 

In reply to your letter, dated 7th inst., in which you refer me to a copy of the resolution 
of tile Relief Committee for the grounds of your previous application, I beg leave to observe 
that I see none therein stated which can be considered applicable to others than country 
districts ; and that although I shall foi'ward the correspondence to Dublin, I find myself unable 
to recommend that the request should be complied with, as far as regards the city of Limerick. 



R. R. Ryan, Esq., Mayor, 

Chairman of the Limerick Relief Committee. 



I have, &c. 

Edw. Pine Coffin. 



Treasury IMinute on the above. 

’ April 14, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, that although their Lordships consented to the 
Indian com meal, which has been purchased by private parties for the relief 
of distress in the rural districts adjoining Limerick, being stored in that city- 
under the charge of the officers of the Commissariat, and being ^sued by them 
in large quantities to the parties charged 'with its final distribution, they 
concur in opinion with Commissaries-General Routh and Coffin, that no suf- 
ficient reason exists to justify the adoption of a similar course in reference 
to the meal provided by private parties for distribution in the city of Limerick, 
and that the interference of the Government in this case would be open to 
serious objection. 



Captain jMann, R.N;, to Sir R. Routh. 

Kilrush, April 11, 1846. 

Ix my last letter I acquainted you with my intention of visiting Limerick 
to consult with Commissary-General Coffin, and on Monday, the 6th, I did so. 
A report that some cars had been to Kilbaha from Miltown Malbay to purchase 
seed potatoes, induced me to at once proceed to these places to inquire as to the 
truth of both statements. At Kilbaha I found they had begaii to supply some 
parts round nith seed, the price being 6c?. per stone, in small quantities, and 2Z. 
per barrel of 96 stone, and that there was a very good supply there. From that 
I went to Carrigaholt, and found the statements of the distress among the Knock 
tpants and labourers fuUy borne out. To help them, and to take off a little of 
the pressure on the supply of seed potatoes, I directed a further sale of four 
barrels of Indian com meal at the original price, U. 3c?, per stone, a measure 
that had been agreed on between Commissary-General Coffin and myself at 
our meeting. The increase in price had not been ordered then I am happy 
to say It has had a very good effect on both the markets and the people 
iowermg the lormer and making the latter more contented. To-morrow it is 
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my intention to store eight barrels more there, as a reserve, and I begin to have 
hopes ^at Mr. Patterson will reduce his meal so as to enable me to withdra-w 
for a time. I found, wliile at Limerick, that Mr. Russell, a mercliaut, would 
sell Indian corn meal at IH. per ton; and to carry out the principle suggested 
in my former letter, I offered, on your authority, to convey from his store, at 
Limerick, any reasonable quantity at a time, and at different times, by Govern- 
ment conveyance (the cutters), cariiage free, to the Committees, who would 
subscribe and purchase from him Indian meal for distribution among the desti- 
tute, pointing out, that in all probability, he would allow, what I could not, 
the usual discount or per centage, as betw'een merchant and retail dealer. 
There is every disposition on the part of Mr. Bin-ton and Mr. Duggin to pro- 
vide in this way, but there is a large population there. Not a person but them- 
selves resident who could contribute, and I am sorry to say that positive 
refusals to contribute from landlords non-resident were shown to me. I have 
advised, as the letters are addressed to the Committee, that they should be 
forwarded to the Relief Commission. 

Cn Thursday I attended a meeting at Knock, called specially to obtain 
information as to the manner in which it was necessaiy to proceed to obtain a 
supply of the Indian corn meal, and to select parties for work. Being an open 
meeting, the questions put to me, enabled me to explain to all, the absolute 
necessity of their exerting themselves to obtain supplies from private sources 
instead of either relying on, or doing anytliing that would tend to exhaust the 
Government depots, and by that, leave the markets entirely in the hands of 
speculators, when the time came that it was likely the supply would be 
most wanted. I then pointed out, as above, where meal could l)e had, and 
repeated the offer to bring it close to them free of expense for carriage, and I 
understood the offer to be accepted. 

It is the general opinion of respectable persons that but for the Indian com 
meal that is in, and daily arriving in the river, potatoes would lie 12d. per 
stone, and no bounds to other prices of provisions. 

I have by tliis post received the enclosed note from Kildysart ; if possible, 
I will go there and explain to them how to proceed ; but the most important is 
one from Sir Lucius O’Brien, respecting some protection in the River Fergus, 
in consequence of a sloop laden with flour belonging to Mr. Russell having 
been attacked, and, I believe, plundered the night before last. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, April 11, 1846. 

I AM so thoroughly persuaded of the general truth of the principles laid 
down by Burke, in Ms Thouglds and Details on Scarcity, that I have always 
sought to excuse rather than commend the interference of Government on the 
present occasion, deeming it to be at variance with true policy in all ordinary 
cases, and likely even in tMs to have bad consequences, but nevertheless justi- 
fied, and indeed rendered unavoidable by the peculiar circumstances of this 
country. The explanation of tMs necessity seems to me to lie in the singular 
condition of a large proportion of its population. 

The truth of Burke’s maxims depends upon that of another general principle, 
namely, that individuals have a quicker and clearer perception of their own 
interests than their rulers can possess, the alternate union and opposition of 
which will work out a more practically beneficial result than can be attained 
by the more ^stematic ‘measures of a Government. But those only can par- 
ticipate in this result who have an interest in the struggle, and the unfortunate 
Irish cottier has none. His condition excludes Mm from the circle in wMch 
commerce revolves, and as his labour avails him only for the direct production 
of the food on which he depends for subsistence, the failure of that food leaves 
him incapable of profiting by the resources of the market, and consequently 
liable to starve in the midst of plenty. Not having the legal claim to support of 
the English labourer, his only sure refuge is in the care of the Government, and 
in such circumstances is it possible for the Government to refuse it ? The 
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answer seems to be already given. Right or wrong, the Government has com- 
mitted itself to the principle of interference, and the remaining question is, to 
what extent it should be carried out 

I am almost inclined to believe that the Govei-nment would have acted more 
prudently in abstaining from any direct interference in regard to food. The 
essential difference in the condition of the great mass of the Irish population 
and that of England and Scotland, consists in the inability of the former to 
earn money wherewith food may be purchased. All, perhaps, that the occa- 
sion really needed was to remedy this inequality by extraordinary means of 
employment, when the certainty that the people had money to spend would 
have sufficed, in the ordinary course of traffic, to bring food within their reach. 
This course, however, has not been adopted — supplies of food have been pro- 
vided by tbe Government, and the supposed extent of this provision is said to 
have stopped private ^peculation in the same direction, until, at a compara- 
tively late period, it became known that the Government supply is inadequate 
to the probable extraordinary demand. 

The duty of interference has now been so far recognized that, if it fails in 
effect, it may be expected that the w’hole blame of failure will fall on the 
Government, whatever may he the time cause ; but as far as my limited view 
extends, the encouragement of importation on private account is the further 
resource mbst to be depended on. That there still exists a great quantity of 
food of various kinds in the comitry I am quite satisfied, but as the customary 
market for it is elsewhere, there can be no certainty of its remaining here for 
consumption, or, if it does remain, it may rise to an exorbitant price. Impor- 
tation will tend to remove the difficulty arising from either cause, and may also 
serve greatly to diminish the drain on our depots, and prevent them from beino- 
exliausted before the end of tlie season of want ; but I fear it will be at any rate 
a hard struggle. 

A further question of deep interest is, whether or not similar assistance will 
be required in the ensuing year. Even should the potato disease not re-appear, 
it is generally anticipated that the coming crop must be deficient in quantity 
by reason of diminished cultivation, for many will not have seed to sow, and 
others will be afraid to sow, at the risk of losing both crop and rent. In any 
case, however, I should hope that, with ample time for preparation and the 
benefit of this year’s experience, any measures necessary will be effected with 
comparative facility ; and I should also hope that it may be found possible to 
confine them to the care of enabling the people to buy food, leaving to private 
competition that of providing it. If a false step has been taken, it need not 
tnereiore be repeated. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dullhi Castle, Jjprilll, 1846. 

The subscriptions from tbe villages and rural districts, and from one 
or tn o ol the towns have been so numerous, and called so freouently for the 
donations of he Lord Lieutenant, and Mr. Hewetson has made a demand this 
morning for lOOW. for his grinding, &c., that I shall be obliged to call upon 
their Lordships for a further supply of funds. I do not think I have more 
than 1 100/. to my credit in the bank. 

In regard to payment of labour in food, it is only very latterly that we 
have had disposable supplies at the several minor depots. The Board of 
M orks, too, say they must have workmen who will work ; and that, paid only 
by provisions, they could not, m remote localities, enforce that work, if even 
they could proteci the provisions. Then the provisions themselves are of a 
pen description, and by this enforcement would he rendered unpopulai- and 
in heu of a favour would be received in the light of a hardship All these 
or^pott ® ^ tl-ust you will be satisfied even 
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Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, April 11, I846. 

The Admiral has made a very good disposition of the steamers, and 
■when the weather is moderate they make rapid progress in the transport of 
the meal, b'nt there has been great interruption from the gales. I hope they 
are now nearly at an end. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 12, 1846. 

It is clearly advisable to appoint well educated intelligent persons on 
the spot to fill temporary situations in our establishment in Ireland, except 
when persons can be sent from the Treasury who are possessed of some peculiar 
qualifications for the service ; but as we have begun, so I should wish to go on 
to the end that nobody, either here or there, should be appointed without 
the express previous sanction of the Treasury. 

We -will ship off to Dublin the further accumulation of oatmeal at Deptford, 
but we must not lightly again disturb tlie market for Indian corn. Even 
supposing it were certain that we shall hereafter require more (which I hope we 
shall not), we had better allow free course to the private shipments to Ireland 
as long as we can, knowing that -^ve can buy almost any quantity whenever we 
actually want it. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Coffin. 

Treasury, April 13, 1846. 

The encouragement given by you to the laudable efforts which are 
being made by private individuals to help the suffering people through this 
season of distress is highly approved, and it is gratifying to observe that these 
efforts have taken a direction calculated to stimulate the importation of supplies 
of cheap and nourishing food on private account. 

The extent to'U'hich a Government can assist inf ceding a whole people is 
so limited, and, even to the degree to -udiich it is in its power to assist, its inter- 
ference is open to so many objections, that our first efforts should be directed to 
support the exertions of private benevolence, and to give the utmost possible 
scope to the importation of food on private account, and the gradual sale of 
that which is the produce of the country. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Luhlin Castle, April 13, 1846. 

I BEG leave to suggest to you, for the consideration of the Right Honourable 
my Lords Commissioners of Her R'lajesty’s Treasury, the question of purchasing a 
cargo of Indian corn, of which I understand there have been some late arrivals in 
London, and of consigning it to Assistant Commissary-General Lister at Dublin. 

I do not propose to grind it, unless this should become by circumstances obligatoiy 
on me, but to issue it in grain on sale to committees on the banks, and in the 
vicinity of the lines of the two canals. 

I am unwilling to divert the quantities in store at Cork from their original 
intention, that of being distributed as depots in advantageous positions throughout 
the country ; but the canals and the Shannon rendering Dublin so central, I think 
that this purchase would be a profitable investment, and offer a very convenient 
and ready resource to the necessities of the impending scarcity. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuUin Castle^ April 13, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the infoi-matioii of the Right Hon. 
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that Assistant Commissary- 
General Wood will have arrived this day at GiJway to superintend the formation 
of a depot at that port, whicii, iu addition to its having been the object of a petition 
from the magistrates and authorities of the town, has become urgently necessary 
from the progress of the scarcity in that county. 

I lay before you a copy of my instructions to that officer, which indeed exhibit 
generally the ciaracter of the views which 1 have entex-tained and communicated 
to the department. 



Ekclosure. 



Sir R. Routh lo Assistant Commissary-General Wood. 



Duilin Castle, April 13, 1846. 

In undertaking the charge of Galway, I have the honour to acquaint you, that in the 
6rst instance, until your depot is more complete, and that you receive fm-ther instructions, it is 
desirahle that you should refer all applications for issues to the Relief Commission sitting in 
Dublin. 

Except in urgent cases of distress, or to save the seed potato, it will be prudent to defer 
the distribution of our supplies until after the farm labour shall have closed, about the 15th to 
20th of May. 

It is believed that the scarcity xvill be very much increased after that period, and that there 
will be no eniployment, except that on public works, disposable for the relief of tlie poor, and 
under these circumstances our interposition will become more valuable. 

I enclose you a feiv copi« of the instructions of tile Commission, both for towns and rural 
districts; and you will perceive that it is not in contemplation to make any gratuitous issues, 
except to the impotent destitute, and that every able- bodied man must give his day’s labour for 
the food which he receives. 

It will frequently occur, that a demand will be made upon you from distressed localities at 
a di.stance from your post ; and to enable you to act under such drcumstances, you will require 
some engineer assistance to lay out a work upon which such men may be employed. 

To obtain this co-operation, it will be necessary for you to apply tome for the assistance of 
the county surveyor, or of one of his assistants ; and immediately on receiving your letter, I 
shall apply to the Chairman of the Board of Works in Dublin, who will give the necessary 
order to the county surveyor to this effect, and he will have a superintendent in charge of the 
work, who will countersign the ration returns. 

In sending a su^ly of meal to a distant locality, you will apply to the county inspector for 
a constable, who will take charge of the same, receiving 2f. 6c?. per diem whilst so employed. 

If proceeding by land, a constabulary escort from port to port should accompany the supply 
until it reaches its destination ; if by water, this precaution will be unnecessary. 

I send you ten books of accounts for this service, with some ration returns, and each consta- 
ble should be furnished with one when proceeding on such duties, and bring it buck to you 
with the vouchors when the service terminates. 

To this book are attached some printed instructions for the constabulary, and also for the 
Coast Guard, for the same form of account will be applicable to both, and indeed it will also 
be applicable to the account of your own stores. 

When you have the means of' doin| so, you vvQl be called upon to issue to the Coast Guard 
five tons of meal for Roundstone, and the same quantity for Arran Islands; these beino- the 
quantities required by Sir James Dombrain for present purposes, to be increased hereafter as 
occasion may require. 

The present price to be charged on the sale of meal is to be 11s. per cwt., or ls.4id per stone 
but this price is to be reduced after the farm labour is over, towards the 15lh or 20th May to 
lOs.^per cwt., or Is. 3d. per stone, unless you should i-eceive other instructions. 

You wiU reaily comprehend that it never was the intention of Government to undertake the 
task of feeding the whole population. We are here to act as auxiliaries to the landed proprie- 
tors, and the best assistance we can give is to husband and economize our resources and to 
put them forth opportunely, so that we may succeed in putting down the exorbitant demands 
of dealers, and restramin^ within due limits the market prices. 

^ This object is not so difficult as ;it_ may appear, for though the potato crop has feUed there 
is ^nerally no want of other supplies. Our appearance in the market will frequentlv be 
sufficient, and the sale of a few tons of meal will generally induce holders to be satisfied with 
a moderate profit. 



If in the course of these sales the Government depot shall be exhausted, a given sum will 
have been received lieu, and be re-employed iu the purchase of other suppliw of the same 
or some other description, so that tlie issues may not be discontinued. 

Thus the same sum of money may be turned two or three times in the course of the season 
with advantage to the community and not much loss to the public ; for though Indian corn may 
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not be in the market, there will be oatmeal or other supplies to he purchased for the occasion, 
and resold at cost price. 

Of course you will bear in mind, with reference to Article No. 5 of Instructions to Rural 
Districts, that we. are bound to supply with food, at the cost price established at your depot, 
the local committees, who have raised subscriptions, but always in small quantities at a time, 
and in this instance explaining to die Committee the object of our present reserve. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr, Trevelyan. 

DvAlin Castle, April 13, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly return 
of the dep6ts in Ireland, with copy of my letter to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, enclosing the same. 

The demands made for Indian corn are becoming very numerous and very 
urgent, and in view of the 5th article of the Instructions to Local Committees, 1 
am bound to meet all tliese applications from such Committees as have collected 
subscriptions, but I do so in small quantities at a time, so as not to be unprepared 
for the severer pressure of the summer months. 

I think it will he prudent to consider of the best measure to be adopted for 
replacing these issues by new purchases, and re-applying the funds arising from 
these sales to the same object. 



Enclosdre. 



Weekly State of Provisions in the several Dep6ts in Ireland on the Evening of Saturday, 
April 11, 1846. 



Depots. 


Buibeb 
of lodiiia Cora, 
56 lbs. each. 


Oatmeal. 


Indian Core 
Meal. 1 










lbs. 1 


Cork* . . 




118,961 


8,013 lbs. 


2,920,340 i S, 000 sacks of Meal with 


Waterford 




3,496 




12,239 i Millers. 


Limerick . . 




10 


310 casks 


382,903 1 


Westport . 






345 bushels 


79,380 1 


Sli?o . , . 








195,608 i 


Longford . 








516, 2S0 i 


Bajiftgher - 








591,300 t 


Dundalk, in tra 


nsit 


'rora Cork, 1,500 barrels Indian C 


ovn Meal. j 








241,200 lbs. 


130,892 [ 1,500 barrels in transit 


Galway . 








. . j from Cork. 






122,461 




5,419,002 j 



• “ MjTOijUon” and “ Porcupine” driven into port by bad weather. Stromboli,” with 550 barrels of meal, on her 
way to Limerick. “ Alban ’’ unloading heavier eteamers at Tarbert. 

'• Ehadamanthus ” not yat arrived from Chatham. “ Dee” especied hourly from Westport ; is to load 1,000 barrels 
for Galway. Five small schooners are talcing cargoes for Dublin and Dundalk, say 3,000 barrels. 

Dublin Castle, 13r7t April, 1846. R. J. Route, Commissary- General. 



Treasury Minute. 

April 14, 1846. 

Write to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, with reference to the letter 
fromtliis Board dated 4th instant, and desire tliat he will transfer a further sum of 
5000/. from Civil Contingencies to the account of Commissary-General Sir R, Routh 
at the Bank of Ireland. 

Let a transfer of 5000/. be made to Mr, Kennedy’s account at the Bank of 
Ireland, on account of Civil Contingencies. . 

Acquaint Sir R. Routh, and desire that on each occasion of applying for a 
fui-ther credit for this service, he will furnish an account, for the information of this 
Board, of the manner in which the sum last placed to his credit has been expended. 
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Treasury Minute. 

Ap’il 14, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty, and request that he will move 
the Lords Commissioners to direct any further quantity of oatmeal ground at the 
Admiralty mill at Deptford, that may be available for the relief of the people 
suffering from scarcity in Ireland, to be transmitted to Dublin with the least 
practicable delay, consigned to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

Also request that the mill at Deptford may be employed to the utmost possible 
extent in preparing oatmeal for this service, until their Lordships shall cause an 
intimation to be given to the contrary. 

Transmit a copy of this mmute to Sir R. Routh for his information. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Waller, 

Treasury, April 15, 1846. 

It is very important that free scope should be given to the importation of 
Indian corn and potatoes, and I shall be glad to know to what extent cargoes 
have arrived, or are expected, at Dundalk and Drogheda. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 



Treasury, April 15, 1846. 

Sixty tons of oatmeal are available at Deptford, and will be consigned to 
Mr. Lister without delay. 

♦ — ■ — 

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 



Duhlin Casile, April 15, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majestv’s Treasury, that I have 
received the orders of the Right Honourable the Earl of Lincoln, Chief Secretary, 
for the purchase of 200 tons of oatmeal at Clonmel, for tlie supply, by sale, of the 
mtei-ior of Tipperary, which is much disturbed ; and I have accordingly directed 
Deputy Commissary^-Gen. Dobree to proceed tbither immediately, and to establish a 
branch depot in that town. I think it likely he may be able to effect tins purchase 
at 15/. per ton; and I have desired him to keep me advised of his proceedings 
either that I may place the amount required to his credit at the Bank, or that he 
may draw upon me at Dublin at seven days’ sight. 

^His Lordship also desired me to purchase a similar quantity at Slio-o partly 
with reference to the price there, which shows a more favourable quotation, and 
partly to save the employment of our steamers at this moment in tran.sporting stores 
to the most distant depot. ® 

As this order depends so much on the price, in which changes may have 
occurred since the last advices, my instructions will necessarily he conditional ■ and 
I have since acquired information which may probalily suspend any immediate 
action on this order. * ^ i j 



The apphcations to the Commission for the purchase of Indian corn have been 
during the last week both numerous and pressing, and this morning they are nar- 

geueraffrom the west 

and south, and now also from the east. ° 

Permit me, therefore, to press upon the attention of my Lords, not only my 
appbcation for the purchase of a cargo of Indian corn, to be consigned to Assiltant 
Commissaiy-General Lister at Dublin, hut strongly to urge the^ame measurra 
second caigo to be consigned to Commissary-General Coffin at Limerick 

I hope it may not he necessary to grind either of these cargoes ; but as there are 
mills scattered fcougnout Ireland, I propose to sell the unglound corn at a lower 
price, and tansfer the busin® of reducing it to meal to the purchasers. 

Mr. Coffins exertions will be called fer by the additional importunate demands 
whde car°o^ " themselves are more than sufficient to absorb the 

I have wi-itten to Mr. Hewetson to place himself in communication with Mr 
Dobree at Clonmel, which is situated 30 miles from Waterford, and accessible by 
bar es hy the river Suir ; but his assistance will terminate with the supply to 
M aterford, from whence it must he conveyed by the river to Clonmel. In ^the 
neighhourhrod of that town, at Clogheeii and at Cahir, belonging to Messrs 
Grubb and Messrs. Sargent, there are usually large supplies of oatme’al coIlecS ; 
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cliase*'*'^ '“PP'y '’“"g required immediately, there is no alternative hut the pur- 

It might have been more advantageous, if time had permitted, to purchase at 
Wasgoiv, for all along that coast, Greenock, Ayr, Kilmarnoek. Dumfries and 
\Vjgton, are places from which o.atmeal is e.xported freely, and the Scotch inral is 
much better than the Irish; and I should recommend to the consideration of my 
Lords the expediency of entering into some provisional arrangements for this 
supply in Scotland. 

The demand has begun in Ireland, and the wet weather is suspcndino- work ■ 
and every day’s post teems with a volume of applications, though at present all 
confined to sale ; and these sales keep down the market prices, and force hoarded 
supplies into the market. 

I, therefore, entreat their Lordships’ attention to these facts, that u-hile \re are 
disposing hj side of our present stock, we may he preparing another to meet the 
summer demands; and that, while we continue to sell, we are affordino- relief at a 
small cost by economy and foresight. ° 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

^ _ April 17, 1816. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, approving of the measures taken by him by desire of 
the Irish Government for the purchase of 200 tons of oatmeal at Clonmel, and the 
conditional purchase of an equal quantity at Sligo, as reported in this letter. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 15, 1846. 

The state of Tipperary is occupying as you see, our attention. The 
people of Clonmel refused to act upon the printed Instructions, or to organise 
themselves in any of the ways pointed out to them. The mayor was the prin- 
cipal opposer of these measures, but he is come round, and they are now actin» 

I hope you will be able to order the purcliase of the two cargoes of Indi^ 
corn, and even if you ordered a third, or had the means of doing so, it would be 
a source of great economy, and prepare this country for the reception of a food 
which will be its regeneration hereafter, and which is much better than pur- 
chasing oatmeal, which has not the same moral effect. In every sense the corn 
meal is better than the oatmeal. 

^ The military were called out at Clonmel, and the artillery, but the people 
did not persevere, and there was no firing. I was glad to perceive that the 
principal pei*sons acknowledged their error in refusing to organise themselves 
according to the Instructions. 

I could not have believed that the Indian corn meal would have become so 
popular. 

The Americans are beginning to prepare, but 40 steam-boats are not built so 
suddenly. I see the grain markets at Liverpool have experienced an advance. 
The news will have this effect, and if there is any Indian corn in the London 
market, there is no time to lose ; and while we have a cheaper article to sell 
than the oatmeal, w^e shall always sell readily. It is, in fact, only an invest- 
ment of capital. 



Commissioners of Audit to the Lords of the Treaslut. 

Audit Office, April 16, 1846. 

Having had under our consideration Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of the 15th 
instant, enclosing a letter of Messrs. Baring Brothers of the 9th instant, together 
with the copy of Treasurj' Minute of the 7th instant, on the subject of the ship- 
ments of Indian corn and meal from the United States, for the service of Ireland, 
and requesting that, in the event of our considering it desirable that any further 
explanation should be required from the United States on the portion of the 
accounts of these shipments which has been examined, beyond that which Messrs. 
Baring have already called for, we would submit the same to your Lordships in the 
shape of queries, in order that they might be forwarded to Messrs. Baring for 
transmission to their correspondents by the steamer of the I8th instant, 
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We have the honour to report that, under the explanations given by Messrs. 
Baring upon the points referred to them by your Lordsliips, we do not consider it 
to be necessary to call upon Messrs. Baring to obtain from America any lurtlier 
information than that which they propose to furnish: 



Tre\sury OIinute on the above. 

April 17. 1846. 

Mh-ite to Messrs. Baring Brothers with reference to their letter of the 9th 
instant, that it does not appear to my Lords to be necessary that any further 
explanation should be required from their correspondents in the United States, 
beyond that which has been already called for by them, relative to that portion of 
the accounts of the shipments of Indian corn and meal for the service iu Ireland 
u’hich has been examined. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

JDuhlm Castle, April 1846. 

I SHOULD like to have your opinion on the amount of the donations ta 
Local Committee subscriptions, of which I enclose you a list, so that you may 
form that opinion. The smaller sums, wdiere the douatioii is equal to the 
subscription, or nearly so, have been granted to meet the subscriptions of poorer 
Committees, where there is much distress, or where the contributions come 
from poorer classes. A great many of the rich landed proprietors, and amongst 
them Colonel Wyndham, have positively refused altogether. 

You n-ill observe also that I am frequently called upon to make advances to 
the Board of Works, for which tliey will, of course, account, but they are not 
repaid to me, so that my credits on the Bank have hitherto been scarcely appli- 
cable to Commissariat expenses. I annex to the enclosed a Memorandum of 
some of these advances, that you may understand it, and that it arises from the 
necessity, in certain cases, of employing the people. 

The applications for sales oi‘ Indian com continue to increase, and I hope you 
will see the necessity, as I see it here, of forwarding a cargo to Limerick, and a 
cargo to Dublin. I had such general good accounts of Kerry, that I did not 
expect such heavy demands from that quarter, but when one locality sends iu 
an application, it is a kind of invitation to another to do the same. Begging- is 
contagious. I have done nothing about oatmeal at Sligo, I thiuk from later 
advices, it may be better to delay anything in that quarter mrtil our magazines 
are a little more full, and that we can dictate a little to the markets. The pur- 
chase will probably be made at Clonmel, but I think it may only he for 100 
tons; at least T requested Mr. Dobree, if he could, to purchase the second 
hundred subject to approval bp return of post. Will you be good enoiuj-h to 
tell me what you think should be the Government price of oatmeal. I do not 
know what the Deptford meal costs. It ought to be something lower than 15/. 
per ton, though we shall probably be obliged to pay that sum for it. What I 
mean is that we should keep a little under the market price, when we want to 
affect those prices, and bring them down. 

Do you approve of adopting this principle ? 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R, Routh. 

Treasury, April 17, 1846.’ , 
I H.AVE seen Messrs. Baring this morning, and have arranged with them 
for the purchase of three cargoes of Indian corn, — one for Dublin, one for 
Limerick, and one for Sligo, an average cargo being understood to be about 
400 tons ; whole cargoes to he obtained if possible, and the corn to be preferred 
in the shape of meal, but this not to interfere with the object of obtaining 
entire cargoes in the ship, and ready to be sent at once to Ireland. 

r particularly requested Messrs. Baring to take every possible precaution to 
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prevent its being knoTvn that these purchases are oa account of Governmentj 
until in the course of events it must of necessity transpire. 

The intelligence of our American purchases naturally checked the progress 
of private speculation for the relief of the expected distress in Ireland, but by 
degrees, partly o\vT.ng to the real limits of our transaction becoming generally 
known, and ])ai*tly to its having been ascertained that our stores were oidy 
intended to be applied to the relief of actual destitution, where no other re- 
source exists, mercantile confidence became restored, and numerous cargoes of 
Indian corn have, as you are aware, been sent, and are now being sent to dif- 
ferent ports of Ireland, not excepting those at which our own depots are estab- 
lished ; and the Local Committees of relief have made considerable purchases 
from the supplies so placed at their disposal, our own store being thus husbanded 
for the hour of extreme need. 

In this state of thmgs I considered it to he of public importance that tlie 
period for the Government again appearing in the market, should be deferred as 
long as possible, the disturbing effect in such a case being, as you know, quite 
out of proportion to the actual amount of the purchase, and depending upon the 
mere fact of the Government being known to be making purchases, and tlie un- 
certainty as to the extent of its operations, owdng to the unlimited nature of its 
resources, and the presumption that nothing short of a severe emergency would 
have induced it to take this course ; and the same reasons which made me Avish 
that the measure should be deferred as long as possible, now lead me to hope 
that the knowledge of its having been taken, will not be suffered to transpire 
sooner than is nece^ry. 



Sir R. Rocth to Mr. Tbevelyax. 

Dublin Castle, April 17, 1846. 

You wdll see in some of the papers an account of an outbreak at Clonmel 
as well as at Carrick-on-Suir. The latter was an attack of a proportion of the 
populace upon the public workmen selected from their own poor employed by 
the Board of Works, breaking their tools, and giving as a reason the low rate 
of wages, \{)d. per diem. The riot at Clonmel was of a more serious nature, 
and required the iuterfereiiee of the military, but was tranquillized without 
bloodshed. ' Neither of these towns chose to form itself into a committee, 
as officially suggested to Clonmel by s^jecial letter on 27tli I\Iarch, or to 
take any steps to preserve good order, or to meet the wants of tlie people. 
The mayor, who was here, acknowledged his error, and that he was in fault. 
They have since made a subscription of 500/., and under the circumstances the 
Lord Lieutenant’s donation was a similar amount. In paying this donation ws 
require the receipt of the Bank or treasurer, that the several sums have been 
paid up, and a subsequent' account of the whole expenditure. 

The Cork Committee have been very bitter, and have indulged in many 
violent publications, because they could not obtain, on their applicationto iir. 
Hewetson, Indian com meal as they demanded it, alter the first issue of 50 
sacks of 20 stone each. 

This Committee had a fund of 1,250/. of a former subscription of a previous 
year of famine, but have added to that sum no subscription on this occasion. 
They were informed that a Town Committee, like that of Cork, had resources 
within themselves, more than could be looked I'or in a rural district ; that they 
had a large port, and easy means of importation, and a large city capable of 
acting in liehalf of the people ; and that they should rather add to the stock of 
provisions in the country by their own efforts, than consume that imported by 
the Government for the use of the whole country, and iiarticularly of the 
poorer classes. 

They have not been deficient in abuse, but, finding it useless, they have finally 
followed the examples of Belfast, Drogheda, Limerick, &c., and imported a 
supply from Liverpool. 

I know' we are subject to all kinds of misrepresentation, but I know also, as 
a general principle, that the worst period will he during the summer months 
and that economy is most essential, always, however, meeting the real wants of 
the poorer or rural districts immediately. 
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I almost think there is as much difB-culty in getting the supplies fi*om Cork 
to the out-depots, as there was in conveying them across the Atlantic from 
America. 



Mr. Trevely.^n to Sir R. Route. 



Treasury, April 18, 1846. 

The proportion which the Government donations should bear to the 
Local Committee subscriptions depends so entirely on local circumshinces, that 
the opinion which you ask me to give can be scarcely worth having ; and I have 
no improvement to suggest in the rule which your commission appear to have 
adopted, that the Government contribution should vary from one-third to one- 
hall' of the private suljscriptions, according to die means of the subscribers, and 
the degree and extent of the destitution. 

I consider the plan of private subscriptions, aided by a Government donation, to 
be one of the soundest parts of the general scheme of relief, and am glad to find 
that it is proceeding with some success. 

If a large proprietor, like Colonel M’yndham, really furnished employment to 
all the people on his estate throughout the scarcity, he would perhaps aid more 
efiectually than if he confined himself to subscribing a given sum ; and all you 
have to do in such a case is to take care that all persons residing on the estates of 
such Undertakers are referred to the proprietor for relief. 

You ask me what I think should be the Government price of oatmeal. I agree 
with you that it should in each locality be fixed on the same principle on which 
the price of our Indian corn is fixed— that is, a little under the market p>rice. 

I do not think it worth while to enter upon the question of the cost price of 
the oatmeal from Deptford or elsewhere, because, for obvious reasons, the price at 
which our oatmeal will be sold must be regulated with reference to the market 
price on the spot, and not to the cost price. 

Having had to advert to this subject, I cannot help expressing my continued 
sense of the superior advantages of the plan of supplying the wants of the different 
localities by means of imported provisions, over that of buying provisions on the 
spot; but, at the same time, I feel satisfied that if this last mode should, on any 
occasion, be resorted to, it will be found to have been justified by the necessity of 
the case. 



Mr. Goulburn desires me to mention to you that more than one person spoke 
to him last night, in the House of Commons, about the liability of Indian meal to 
to turn sour ; and to express to you his wish that, if any portion of our stock be 
found to be so affected, it may be disposed of in any other mode than by distri- 
bution to the people. 

If it be a tact that Indian corn meal is of a more delicate and destructible 
nature than oatmeal, it would be advisable to lay it down as a general rule that 
our Indian corn should be used first. 

iMr. Meek has just been with me, to inform me that the “ Rhadamanthus ’’ will 
start for Dubiin at six o’clock to-morrow morning, with 88 tons of oatmeal on 
board (instead oi 60), and that the Deptford mill will, if possible, be worked with 
increased speed. 



mentioning that although, as you are well aware, 
confidential private correspondence is, in the absence of personal communication, 
indispensably necessary for the successful working of a large establishment, however 
much the duties may approach to a merely executive character, yet such private 
correspondence must always be carried on in strict subordination to the authorities 
responsilile for the general conduct of the service, who in this case are the Relief 
Commission and the Irish Government; and whatever I may suggest or remark 
in my private letters to you is to have no force or authority whatever, except so 
far as it may be approved and adopted by those responsible authorities — in savinff 
which 1 do not of course, mean to include mere Commissariat details, such as • 
concern the conduct of the department in executing the duties prescribed to it for 
which you and the officers under you are personally responsible. In order that 
there may be no_ mistake on this point in any quarter, and that even the appearance 
of your acting m any degree under instructions conveyed to you in my private 
letters may be avoided, I shall be obliged to you to show this letter, and il my 
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subsequent letters to you, to Lord Lincoln, and you will then at once ascertain 
what his Lordship s wishes are on any point of inforiuation or suggestion which 
they may contain. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, April 18, 1846. 

I HAVE not written to you for some days, partly from a desire to com- 
municate as late intelligence as I could after the doings in Tipperary. It is a 
consolatory reflection that these really, so far as official and private communi- 
cations may he depended upon, were not famine riots, but a regular set to for 
plunder. I understand the women -were all provided with bags, and as soon as 
they filled them vith meal, off they started. 

At Carrick-on-Suir, where one of the Board’s military officers was employ- 
ing men, the mob attacked them, carried away their tools, and threatened them 
with vengeance if they worked for less than I 5 . Qd. per diem ; strikes have 
taken place on our relief works in other parts for higher wages than we have 
given, viz., lOrf. per diem, but our officers being instructed not to yield, after a 
day or tnm they turned in again. 



Mr. Griffith to the Earl of Lincoln. 

Limerick, April 18, 1846. 

In addition to the report of my proceedings, it appears to be desirable 
that I should communicate my opinion relative to the present state of the 
people of the county of Limerick and the south-eastern portion of the county 
of Clare, and also as to the probability of their being able to support them- 
selves independently of pecuniary assistance from the Government. 

In the district alluded to, as far as I have been able to investigate the matter, 
one-third of the population at least, having neither provisions nor money, will 
be dependent on purchased food, the money to be derived from employment, 
either from the landlords, the farmers, or on public works. Where the land- 
lords are resident, they have, in almost every instance, more than doubled the 
number of the labourers usually employed on their demesnes, and several have 
commenced the improvement of their estates by draining at a distance from 
their residences ; they have likewise subscribed to tlie funds of the Local Relief 
Committees in the neighbourhood of detached portions of their property. The 
farmers, and even those holding considerable tracts of land, I regret to say, 
appear to be q^uite apathetic, and give leun employment than usual ; and the 
smaller ones, holding say from five to fifteen acres (plantation), owing to the 
failure in the potatoes, are unable to do so ; so that the wliole amoimt of 
labour to be derived from the ordinary sources, is comparatively small. 

One-fourth, and in many cases upwards of one-third, of the rural population 
have no land, or at least less than half an acre, which is usually held under a 
farmer, or middleman. These people live chiefly by barter. They rarely 
have any money transactions, except, perhaps, fi*om the sale of a pig. They 
are usually employed part of the year by the farmers or neighbouring gentle- 
men. They take from the farmer, on the con-acre system, a sufficient quantity 
of land, on wffiich they plant potatoes for their support. If the farmer manures it, 
the amount charged varies from 5/. to 8 /. per acre ; but if the cottier has manure' 
of his own, derived from the pig, scraping the road, &c., he is rarely charged any- 
rent for the part so manured. The cottier plants his crop, and works out the 
rent with the fai-mer. “^Vhen unemployed, he has his potatoes to live on, and 
with the small potatoes he rears and fattens a pig, from the produce of which 
the family are clothed. Such is the state of dependence of at least one-fourth, 
or probably one-third, of the Irish people. 

In the present yeai’, owing to the potato disease, this usual resource has par- 
tially failed, and at the present moment the cottier class of a large portion of 
this county, and of Clare, are bordering on starvation, and in the villages are in 
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many cases actually -n-itliout food. On making inquiries from the several local 
committees, and from many gentlemen and farmers, I find that rarely more 
than one-half of the usual extent of land will he planted with potatoes during the 
present season, and that only a small portion, not one-fourth of the extent, ivill 
be planted uith potatoes under the con-acre system. The farmers, appre- 
hending they •u-ill not be repaid for their manured laud by the cottiers, will 
have sown oats, in the potato land ; and where the farmers or the landlords are 
billing to let the cottiers have the land at the usual rate, the people say they 
have no seed, mid do not u-ish to undertake the responsibility. Now this is a 
fearful state of things, and it follows that next year, supposing even there w’as 
no disease in the potato, the cottier population w’ill be entirely dependent on 
labour for subsistence ; and who is to provide the labour ? 

In the year 1822, although there was deficiency in the potato crop, there was 
no disease, and then the potatoes u'cre planted as usual, and the season being 
fine, potatoes and other provisions u’ere abundant by the 10th of August, when 
I discontinued all labour on the roads ; hut at the same period of the present 
year tlie case ivill lie difierent, the cottiers will not have the con-acrc crop to 
report to, and when tlie harvest ivork is over, they u'ill require assistance as 
miieli as at the present moment, and if not employed, we must exjiect outrage. 
I regret being obliged to make such a fearful communication ; but unfortunately 
it is true, and the contingency must he met. 

_ As a proof of the deficiency in jilanting potatoes in this district, I may men- 
tion that the usual jirice of manure in tlie city of Limerick, at this season of the 
year, is 3s. a load ; at present it is Ij. Qd. a load, and there is very little sale 
Jbr it at tliat price : tliose i)urehasing use it as top dressing for meadows, and 
not, as usual, for raising potatoes. 

I am quite aware, and I am hapjjy to say so, tliat the same defalcation in the 
extent of potato ground planted will not occur everyrrhere. From communi- 
cations 1 have had from some districts of the comity of Cork, it is not the case 
tiiere : but I apprehend there will be great distress on the sea-coasts of Clare 
aufl Kerry, and probably in some portions of Cork, not only during the present, 
but the next year. 

Ill the counties of Limerick and Clare, the distress will have reached its full 
height by the 1st of June. At that period I do not think there will be any 
potatoes left, and the people must be fed altogether on the Indian meal, oatmeal, 
or wheaten meal. The Indian meal appears to be an excellent and cheap food, 
and, if possible, an ample supply should be provided. At present the price has 
been raised by the merchants from 10/. to 12/. per ton; but some prudent gen- 
tlenien, among others Mr. Maunsell, of Tervoe, have purchased cargoes at 9/ 10^. 
per ton, and by these means are enabled to supply tlieir districts with food at a 
\-erv moderate price. At this moment, when the demand is increasing and will 
continue to increase with rapid strides, there appears to be a deficiency in the 
merchants’ stores, and they are Jiolding back for higher prices ; consequently 
the (rcvemment importations should now appear in the markets. 



Sir J. Routh to Mr. Trevely.\n. 



JJubhn Castle, April 18, 1846. 

I H.vvE the honour to forward to you. for the iDformation of the Rmlit 
Honoundde my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter, 
Ao.f}2, ot the 15th April, from Commissary-Genei-Kl Coffin, forwarding tenders 
lor increased storage at Limerick, so as to afford room for 8,000 to 10,000 sacks 
of meal. 

^ The rommandirig position of Limedek, in the centre of aU tl.e distressed and 
msubordmate comities ol Galiray, C!ai-e, Limerick, Tipperary, and Kerry, makes 
It necessary taat a large supply slmulil be collected at that noiiii 

I also snlnnit to you Jlr. Coffin’s letter. No. 63, in relation to the demands of 
the Limerick depot, and the wnole of the transport now employed in filling the 



The whole force of the ikvkI slenraers have lieen always directed to the 
coast and not one has yet proceeded east; but the tempestuous state of the 
has 01 course delayed our operations. 



western 

weather 
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The arrival of the “ Rhadamanthus ” is ipost anxiously look -d for, and she ivill 
he employed in the same direction. 

Mr. Coffin’s suggestions with respect to the hire of means of conveyance have 
been already anticipated, and it is through these means that supplies’ have keen 
thrown into the entrepot of Dublin, from ivhence Longford has been, supplied to 
the extent of 3000 sacks, and the same quantity to Biinagher, and 1000 more are 
now in course of shipment for the latter. 

There are .about 3900 barrels on the tv, ay to Dundalk. 

The screw steamer, belonging to the Cork and Dublin Company, has not yet 
made its api)earance. 

The small “ Vulcan” steamer is now employed in filling the coast-guard stations 
on the coast of Kerrj'. 

Mr.^ Coffin is now in. the active superintendence of the Galway, Banai-her. 
X/iinerick, and Clare depots, and the neighbouring 'committees in Tipperary, 
Limerick, and Kerry, are in comnimiicatioa with him. 

I have not yet heard from Deputy-Conimissary-General Dobree since his arri^'ul 
at Clonmel, where I propose to lay in a brancli depot of 2000 sacks. 

I think it very doubtful if he will be able to make any considerable purchase of 
oatmeal in that district, but his advices will soon determine it. 



Enclosure. 

Coramissary- General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limerick, April 15, 1S46. 

RivFERRtNo to your letter of the 6th instant. No. S3, I hare fhs' honour to enclose fur 
your information copies of the tender received from Messrs. P. ,T. O’Neill and Co., and of my 
acceptance of it, for part of a store adjoining tliat already rented from them. 'I’he addition to 
our storage thus made will be quite e'qual to the quantity which you consider necessary, and 
the remaining part of the store is occupied by wlieat in bond, which mav probably betaken out 
at an early period, when I have the p:omise of f.)ie whole building, if required.* The rent is 
rather higher in proportion than that of the store first tak'm, but is nevertheless from situation 
and convenience much cheaper than any other which I can now obtain. 

I have the. offer of another store not far di-^tant from it. which may be convenient for the sepa- 
rate storage of any supplies purchased on private account, but I shall not hire it until I ascertain 
the probable extent of any such supplies, the rent being at the 3-ate of HO/, per annum. 



Fr.\.ncis J. O’Neill and Co. to Commissary-General Coffin. 

Henry Street, April 15, 1846, 

We jdace at the disposal of Government two lofts of our warehouse in Henry Stp’ct, 
undl the 1st September next, at Al- per month each, viz., 8f. per month. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Messrs. F. J. O'Neill and Co. 

Limerick, April 15, 1846. 

In replv to youi- letter of this date to Assistant Commissary-General Gelston, offering 
two lofts of your store adjacent to that already occupied for the public difor, at the rent of bL 
per month, until the 1st September next, I beg to inform you that your tender is accepted. 



Csmraissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Route. 

Limerick, April 16, 1846, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of yesterday’s date, and adverting to tlie- 
quantities with which you propose that the depots should be stored at the outset, and (o your 
letter of the 28th ultimo. No. 26, it really seems to me that occasion now exists for mereasieg 
the means of transport from Cork by the hire of private vessels. The Government steamers 
made such satisfadoiy progress while the weatlier continued moderate, that T had- hoped they 
would alone be capable of completing the dep6ts in time ; but the interruption from gales has 
since been so great, that the supply in this depot does not yet reach half the quantity named by 
you, while that of Galway is only now commencing, and the Coast Guard stations, together 
with Clare, will require nearly 1000 barrels in addition to the quantities which you have me- 
cified. The “ Rhadamanthus ” does not seem yet to have become available, and the “ Myr- 
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midon ” is now withdrawn from the service of transporting supplies, to be stationed as a guard- 
ship in the river. I accordingly th ink it would be advisable to lose no time in hiring temporary 
means of conveyance for the purpose of filling up the dep6ts ; but as there is no opportunity at 
this port of engaging steamers, and the facilitia for obtaining either these or sailing-vessels 
must be superior at Cork. I beg leave to suggest that directions to this effect should be given 
to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

The " Alban ” has just landed a cargo brought by the Stromboli,” and is gone to Tarbert, 
in expectation of finding another consignment, after which it appears that she is to proceed to 
Cork for a cargo of biscuit, to be also brought here, intended, I understand, to replace the old 
supply in the Ordnance store. 

I enclose the eopyof a Report Just received by me from Captain Pole. Not having re- 
ceived the eopyof your instructions to A. C- G. Wood, I defer replying to that part of your 
letter whidt concerns the arrangement for the Galway depdt. 

Very serious disturbances have taken place at and near Clonmel, and I was yesterday 
informed by a member of the Relief Committee at Tipperary, who applied to me for meal, that 
great apprehension of similar outrages was entertained at that place. He purchased, I under- 
stand. some of the meal on sale for private account, for which there is so great a demand that 
the price has been raised to 12/. a ton ; and the owner of the cargo imported at Kilriish, which 
has never been sold below that price, informs me that he has already disposed of more than 
half of it, chiefly, however, in this place. 



Captain Pole to Commissary-General CoPi-'iN. 

Banaglier, April 13, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that this day, after post hour, a meetino- was held 
in this town, consisting of the most respectable of its inhabitants, the clergy of both persuasions; 
&c., W. Buchanan, Esq., magistrate, in the chair; at which resolutions were passed, and a 
Joca! committee and a secretary appointed, and subscriptions entered into for the purpose of 
providing immediate relief to the poor in this town and its immeiliate vicinity. 

I have further to state that I attended this meeting by particular request o'f the Rev. Mr. 
Metcher, of die Estaldished Church, and furnished the same with a sufficient number of printed 
instructions for local committees, and that nothing of an unpleasant nature occurred at the 
meeting. 



Treasury BIinute on the above. 

April^l, 1846. 

_ M' rite to Sir R. Routli that, adverting to the frequent reference in the commu- 
nications received from him to the want of a sufficient number of suitable vessels to 
convey the meal required from the different depots, their Lordships desire to remind 
Iniu that he was empowered by the letter from this Board, dated 26th IiJarch last, 
to lure, wherever they are to he obtained, any number of vessels that maybe 
required for tins service without a previous reference to this Board, only taking 
care to report his proceedings without delay. ° 



Mr. Waller to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dundalk, April 19, 1846. 

Much will depend upon the stock of potatoes that remains after the 
general phrttmg arid this we have not the means of judging of at present. The 
priees of the best, although very high for the time of year® have risen very gradn! 

4* ™t„ or 6^ pef stone 

?e“r " *• be procured tere for 

This last is becoming much better known ; and excellent bread, made principally 
of It, may be bought at the rate of 2id. for 2ilhs. I induced an enter pS 
tradesman here to make some, and he has succeeded at last admirably, md ri 
reaping the reward of his perseverance by a very rapid sale. A good deal of it is 
carried away by the market people into the country so that by the tiJa rhl 

”'Kh'^ f coUiersU\frtoldi:d*ril‘'‘^^ 

^^Further north, around Belfast, it is much used, and has been for some years 
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With regard to the relief operations, which you wish me to give an opinion of, 
I think there is no doubt that the depot here will have a most beneficial effect in 
keeping down extravagant prices generally of those articles of food principally 
used by the poor ; but should their means of purchasing fail, and it is found 
necessary to resort to road-making and other works in order to give them the 
opportunity of obtaining a livelihood, I doubt whether the staff of the Board of 
Works will be sufficient or active enough to meet the very numerous demands that 
must be made upon them from all quarters before such works can be proceeded 
with. 



Commissary- General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelvak. 

Corh, April 19, 1846. 

The newspapers trill have acq^uainted you long since, with the Clonmel 
riots. I was at Fermoy and Mitchelstown, to meet Committees, on the 15th, 
and had much conversation with one of the Clonmel magistrates. In reply to 
my question, why committees had not been formed there, if only to show 
the people something would be done for them ere long, he said the mayor 
had completely set his face against calling a meeting for that purpose, — why 
or wherefore I do not know. However, now the gentlemen have become 
alarmed, and a committee is by this time foimed, and subscriptions largely 
contributed ; but I fear there will be more of these riots, in different parts of 
the country, in the course of another month. The people here have an idea 
they are to be fed ; they see large depots established, and will not list^ to 
our reasoning, that the supplies must be reserved for a later period. Mr. 
Burke’s remarks you sent me are most just and statesmanlike ; but I will not 
write more on this subject, or I shall never finish. We have certainly undertaken 
a most responsible measure to carry out, and I w’Ul hope for the best ; but we 
must not longer delay our issues, or we shall everywhere be getting into angry 
collision with the people. Should it be proved that such issue will prema- 
turely exhaust omr supplies, steps must be taken to provide more. Wlien 
once we begin, we must not halt. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 20, 1846. 

It did not occur to me to add in my letter to you of Saturday, that 
if Lord Lincoln would like to see any of my former private letters to you, I 
should wish you to consider them all at his disposal, without any reserve. 

Pray mention tliis to his Lordsliip, and lay before him eitlier the whole series 
or any particular letters as he may uish. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin Castle, April 20, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury copies of two 
letters from Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Clonmel, and to acquaint 
you that I have directed him to complete the purchase of the 200 tons of oat- 
meal, and to accept the tender for the magazme. 

Commissaiy-General Hewetson has proposed to me the brother of Messrs. 
Baring Brothers and Co.’s agent, Mr. Cummins, as a very fit person by his 
activity and knowledge of stores to assist Mr. Dobree at Clonmel ; and as Mr. 
Dobree’s superintendence will be divided between that place and Waterford, 
I have requested Mr. Hewetson to order him to Clonmel, if he will accept 
5s. per diem as a remuneration, which I trust will meet their Lordships’ 
approval. 

I have directed 2000 sacks to he forwarded immediately to Clonmel. 



Q 
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Enclosuhe. 

Deputy Commissary- General Dobree to Sir R. Routh. 

Clonmel, April \7 , 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to report my arrival here yesterday afternoon in compliance with 
your orders; I immediately applied for the assistance of a constable to the county inspector, 
who attached constable Patrick Moylen to me, on rav assurance that he would receive the 
necessary authority from Dublin ; aud I have to submit to you the application for his being 
borne on the establishment of this district at 2s. 6tf. per day from the loth April inclusive. 

It has been indispensably necessary that I should preserve an incognito in the preliminary 
execution of my duties, and I have availed myself of the services of the mayor, Mr. Bianconi, 
who has just returned from Dublin, to initiate my inquiries after a magazine and a supply of 
oatmeal. The slightest suspicion that an officer of Government was in the markets would 
have run the latter article to 20f. per ton ; it is now selling 251. per ton on time, say three 
months after date, with two securities, to the labourers, and for 181. for ready money, with no 
de^e to part with it at that price. I made every inquiry through a second party at Garrick, 
and (he mills on the Suir, but ascertained that they bad only a few tons for sale, which they 
retailed at a high price. The extensive mills you refer me to at Clogheen and Cahir are purely 
wheat-mills, and do not grind oatmeal. 

18th April. — The difficulty of concluding any business satisfactorily is so great, that I was 
unable to close my letter for yesterday’s post, but I am now enabled to submit for your approval 
an offer for 100 tons of oatmeal at 171. IOj. per ton, being IOj. less than I had hopes of pro- 
curing it for ; the price was so much beyond the maximum you had stipulated, that I have 
deemed it best not to close the bargain without your sanction, which I can receive on Monday 
iDoming. Should your arrangements require the purchase of an additional quantity here, I 
think you had better give me positive instructions at once, for the price is more likely to rise 
than to fall, unless a large quantity of Government Indian meal were thrown into the dep6t, 
and that might keep the markets down. Though the town is quiet the neighbourhood is very 
disturbed and restles, the small mills have no grist for want of protection, and no supplies can 
be moved without a guard. 

I hope before the post closes to be able to report on llie subject of a magazine, but I meet 
with very many difficulties in procuring one. 



Prom the Same to the Same. 



Clonmel, April 18, 1846. 

For fear of losing the post, I was obliged to close my letter to you this afternoon with- 
out communicadng to you the result of my researches after a magazine. I have liad the 
greatest difficulty in procuring one, and that has been at last effected through tlie assistance 
and accommodation of the mayor. I have the honour to enclose herewith the tender for these 
premises, which are very conveniently situated on the quay close to the river; they have been 
iQs^cted and approved of qiioad security by the commandant who accompanied me to the spot 
and has otherwise rendered me every assistance. 'Ihe price is high, but there was no choice’ 
nor have I been able in any other part of the town to find suitable buildings, except in a lar^^e 
brewery near the gaol, which is now in Chancery, and which a Mr. Wright, living at No. 14 
Ormond Quay, Dublin, the disposal of; the fine front flats would suit our purpose, and the 
situation has also been declared eligible by the commandant, but it is some distance from the 
nvCT. bhould you deem it worthy of attention, it would be easy to ascertain the price, &c., at 
Dublm, before you approve of the enclosed tender. 

I have met Captain Peebles, 59th Regiment, liei-e, and have paid him 200/. 

I hav^ airanged with the Committee of this place to pay them their 500Z. on Monday, when 
their subscriptions will e.xceed 1000/., deposited at the Bank, and I have written to Templemore 
^^pply to me here for their quota when they are enabled to comply with the conditions of the 



Treasdet Minute on the above. 

, ^^>77 21, 1846. 

Wnte to Sir a Routh, approving of the proceedings of Deputy Commis- 
sary-General Dobree, as reported in this letter. ^ ’’ 

.-Uso state that their Lordships authorize the employment of Mr. Cummins 
as assistant to Mr, Dobree, -with the daily pay of 5s. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, April 20, 1846. 

of the W-hflr’'’ I should lay before you for the information 

01 me Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
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a general view of the measures wluch have been adopted, or are in course of 
preparation to avert the effects of the impending scarcity in Ireland. 

I submit to you the return of our depots, under date of the 18th April, No. 
which will exliibit to you the quantities received from America, and their 
present distribution. There are two vessels, the Cornelia,” a large ship, and 
the “ Almade,” of 400 tons, containing the residue of the Indian corn pur- 
chased in the United States, which have not yet arrived, and one ship, the 
“ Arab,” was lost at sea in the early part of the season. 

The oatmeal entered on this return was imported from Liverpool and from 
the Government mills at Deptford, as it has been laid down as a principle to 
obtain all these supplies out of Ireland, in order to add to the stock of pro- 
visions in the coxmtry, and to abstain from all interference with the course of 
trade. 

A certain proportion of the supply of Indian corn has been imported from 
the United States in meal, and vith reference to grinding, it is of a liner quality 
than that which has been ground in Cork, but not so pure or so unadulterated, 
and when time is not an object, I should always recommend its introduction 
unground. 

The establishment at the Lee Mills is extremely well conducted by Com- 
missary-General Hewetson, who has made himself master of the subject. 

The whole of the corn is kiln-dried before grinding, and I lay before you a No. 
copy of Mr. Hewetson’s instructions to his millers. 

This establishment is divided into two, the one comprising the kiln-drying, 
the grinding, cooling, and sacking of about 100,000 lbs. per week; and the 
other, at the Cove, superintending the discharge of the cargoes from America, 
and the shipment of the ground corn or meal to the subordinate depots along 
the coast for distribution. 

The localities selected for these depots and the quantities proposed to be 
deposited in them are as follows : — 

Sligo to the extent of 4000 sacks. 

Westport to the extent of 4000 sacks. 

Galway to the extent of 6000 sacks. 

Limerick to the extent of 10,000 sacks, as the central main depot 
of the western coast. 

Banagher on the Shannon 4000 sacks. 

Longford on the Shannon 4000 sacks. 

Cork main sea depot. 

Waterford 4000 sacks. 

Clonmel branch depot of Waterford 2000 sacks : 

Dublin an entrepot for the supply of the line of the two canals, and of 
Banagher and Longford on the Shannon, and also to be considered as a 
main depot. 

Dundalk . . . 4000 sacks. 

Each of these depots is under the custody of an officer of the Commissariat, 
one clerk, and a constable acting as a storekeeper. &c. with the exception of 
Limerick, which, from its centred position in the midst of the most distressed 
counties, exercises a more extended superintendence. Commissary-General 
Coffin is stationed at this point in charge of the western district, visiting occa- 
sionally the several sub-districts, inspecting and reporting upon the progress 
of the scarcity, and the effect produced by the measures undertaken to avert 
it. His ability and experience are peculiarly useful in all the duties under 
his charge, and I ground my best hopes of success in that quarter from his 
co-operation. 

I have agreed with Sir James Dombrain, who has zealously offered the 
services of the coast-guard, to establish a small store at each of the stations for 
the distressed localities on the cosist. 

These stations are as follow', and are to be supplied from time to time from 
the undermentioned depots. 

Fro2n Cork. 

Castletownsend. Bantry. Berehaven. 

Q2 
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From Limerick. 

Dingle. Kells. 

Ballinskillegs. Ballybunnion. 

Tarbert and other points at tlie mouth of the Shaimon. 

Galway. 

Arran Islands. Roundstone. 



Ballinahill. 



Westport. 

Belmullet. Achill Island. 



Sligo. 

Killybegs. Lochrus. Dunkeehan. 

The coast-guard vessels u^'ill convey these supplies from our depots to their 
stations on the coast. 

The assistance of the constabulary, under Colonel M'Gregoi*, almost more 
valuable from the gi-eater extent over which it will be distributed, will be 
directed towards the interior. 

The course adopted by the Commission in the formation of Relief Committees 
in the several baronies, and the printed instructions which were drawn up for 
their guidance, have been already before my Lords, but I beg to recall your 
attention to the Sections, No. 5 and 8, so as to explain the proposed interposition 
of the Constabulaiy to give effect to these measures. 

Hitherto the several relief districts have been able, from subscriptions and 
resources of their own, aided by a donation from his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant out of the public funds, to purchase the Indian Corn meal, sometimes 
from the Government, and sometimes from private speculatoi-s, which 1 have 
always encouraged as r^erving our means for a later date when the demand 
will be more urgent. 

But during the heavier pressure of the summer months, it is to be appre- 
hended that circumstances may arise, when these funds derived in part from 
the liberality of the proprietors, may fail, and that the assistance from our 
depots and the employment given by the Board of Works, may be the chief 
resource. 

In this case, I depend on the co-operation of ColonelM'Gregor, which he is ever 
ready to tender, for the escort of our supplies from post to post into the interior 
under the charge of a constable, not to be issued gratuitously, except to the im- 
potent destitute, but for labour performed according to the principle laid down 
in the instructions. 

It also may become necessary to retail food in small quantities, and at mode- 
rate prices, in certain localities where particular dealers may have succeeded in 
monopolizing the market ; and if from some peculiar circumstances it may be 
impossible for the inhabitants to undertake this detail in their own behalf, the 
assistance of the Constabulary in the ramification of that coiqjs throughout the 
country, for the protection and sale of the supply, and in the account of the 
expenditure will be most valuable. 

I annex the form of accoimt and the instructions prepared for this service 
both for the Constabulary and Coast Guard. ^ 

I also submit a copy of my instructions to my sub-accountants. 

I cannot say to what extent this assistance may be required, but the ready 
gi’ant of it, whenever it is demanded, must have the happiest effect, not only in 
relievmg distress, but in the reduction of high prices, which with this competi- 
tion, and the approach of the harvest, cannot be maintained. 

The immediate difficulty in which we are engaged, is the transport of these 
stores from Cork to the out depots, which from heavy stress of weather at sea, 
has been much retarded, but the efforts which are now making, and the prospect 
before us of better voyages, are realizing all our expectations. 

The undermentioned Government steamers are employed on this service. 

The Dee and the Myrmidon, 

Stromboli, Alban, 

Porcupine, Crocodile, 

and the Rhadamanthus is daily expected from Chatham. 
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These steamers have hitherto been employed in the conveyance of stores 
towards the Western Coast, and the Cork and Dublin Steam Company have 
brought supplies to this city, which have, for the most part, been forwarded to 
the inland depots on the river Shannon. 

Some sailing vessels are now in transit from Cork to Dundalk with an 
aggregate cargo of nearly 4000 barrels. 

In many instances, the proprietors of the soil have come forward freely and 
liberally, and without the continuance of those exertions, it is not pretended 
th^ the supply now in our custody will be adequate to the entire demand likely 
to be made upon us, notwithstanding the measures still in progress to meet any 
deficiency, and ready to he matured as they are required. Even with their co- 
operation, difBculties may occur in remote positions, but such only as I tnist 
will be susceptible of remedy ; and I am confident tjiat no misrepresentation 
can assail the undivided attention which has been given by the public authori- 
ties to these gi-eat interests. 

The simple form of account now adopted in the Commissariat is in operation 
^ out-stations, and these are collected into one monthly statement at 
Dublin, from whence they will he regularly forwai-ded for the examination of 
the Commissioners of Audit. 



I trust that the anxiety experienced by the department in the preparations 
for this new service may be rewarded by a result satisfactory to their Lordships’ 
expectations. ^ 



Ekclosore 1. 



Weekly Sl.iTE of Paovisrous in the several Depots in Ireland on the Evenin? of Saturday 
the 18th April, 1846. 



Depots. 


Susbcls of 
Indian Com. 
56 lbs. each. 


Poands. 


Remarks. 


Oatmeal. 


Indian Com 
Meal. 










|42,000 bushels Indian Com, and 


Cork* , . . . 


120,806 


2,4I6bush. 


3,012,334 


1 14,300 barrels Meal, in course of 
1 discharging. 












Waterford . . . 


3,496 




12,239 




Clonmel 




100 tons. 






Limerick . . . 


10 


464 casks 


466,171 




Galway .... 






141,800 




Westport 




525 bush. 


116,620 




Shgo .... 






195,608 




Dublin .... 




241,200Ibs. 


686,252 


On transit from Cork, 124,392 lbs. 


Banagher 






583,4’Jl 


Do. Dublin. 276,080 lbs. 


Longford 






516,000 


Do. Do., 266,560 lbs. 


Dundalk in transit 3,900 barrels Indian Meal. 






Clare Castle . . 






19,600 






124,312 




5,750,095 





* N. B. Cork. Dublin Castle, 20th April, 1846. 

U. S. Ship Cornelia, reported on llth instant. R. J. Routh, C. G. 

H. M. Ship Stromboli, at Westport. 

, , Porcupine, to Limerick, 'with 2l4 barrels. 

, , Dee, not returned from Galway. 

, , Alban and Myrmidon, expect^ daily. 

Two schooners loading for Waterford and Duhlin, with 400 sacks each. 

H. M. Ship Rhadamanlhus, left Deptford at 6 a.m. on 19th instant, for Dublin and Cork. 
Water Witch (iron steamer), taken up from Cork and Dublin Company. 

R. J. Routh, C. G. 



Enclosure 2. 

Instructions upon Kiln-dkying, and Manufacturing of Indian Corn into Meal, to 
■which the attention of the parties engaged in grinding for Her Majesty’s Government is 
earnestly called. 

The com should remain eight hours .on the kilns, and turned twice, in order to its being 
thoroughly dried without parening. 

The corn should remain in cooling floors after kiln-drying, at least forty-eight hours to 
cool, before passing into the separators, observing a fan is indispensably necessary to the 
eparators. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




118 



COMMISSARIAT. 



In grinding lodiau com, the stones should be kept wider apart than for wheat, ana not 
driven too rapidly, as when the motion of the stones is too rapid, the meal becomes heated and 
injured, and the cause of the injui-y is its being thus ground too hot. , , 

The meal should remain seventy-two hours to cool, after being ground, before it is dressed. 
The wire of the dressing machine, to correspond with that m use in the Lee Mills, say 

Nos. 12 and 14. j x i. • ux 

The meal, after dressing, should remain in the cooling lofts, strewed at a moderate height, 
say not exceeding three feet, at least twenty-four hours, in order to its being thoroughly cooled 

Eacli ^ck to weicfh twenty stone, or two hundred and eighty pounds net weight, to be firmly 
packed, and well sewn with twine of a fitting strength and texture, so as to secure its carnage 
throughout the country without loss. ^ i • xi j * 

Notice to be given, when practicable, one day previous to sending meal into the depot; 
similar notice, also, to be given of intention to take corn. All cars to be provided with fit 
tarpaulins as security against the weather ; any damage which may be occasioned by the 
ivant of such covering, will be charged to the contractor. 

Each sack to have a label upon it, with the name of the mill in which its contents were 

manufactured. ,, • u • xi 

The meal being intended as food for the people of Ireland generally, more especially in tbe 
remote and rural districts, too much care and attention cannot be given by the contracting 
parties to its proper manufacture a want, on thtar part^ of these necessary precautions to secure 
Its keeping sweet and good, may be productive of the most serious and^ fatal conset^uences to 
the people, alone a sufficient stimulus to call for their most vigilant attention. 

An inspector on the part of the government will occasionally visit tlie mills. 

Commissariat, 

Lee Mills Depfit, 

aA, March, 1S46. (Signed) W. Hewetson. C.G. 



Enclosure 3. 

Instructions to the Constabulary in charge of Stores. 

You are to enter on the left side of the book all the provisions received by yon, and for 
which you are accountable. _ . , . , 

If they are sent to you, they will he accompanied by a way bill wliich is the voucher 

The number and condition of the packages on their arrival must be compared with this 
document, and the deficiency (if any) noted on the back, which must be signed by the conductor. 

in issuino- food for labour, the authority for the distribution of that food will proceed, in the 
first instanre, from the Commission in Dublin, on the approval of the application from the dis- 
tressed locality; and the signatures of the chairman of the Local Committee, and of the 
Superintendent of Works, will be the direct authority for the issue. 

The issues wUl he made daily, or weekly in arrear, and gangsmen should be selected by the 
Superintendent of Works to receive those supplies, and issue them in detail. 

The issues to the destitute who cannot work will be made one week in advance, under the 
sitrnafure of the chmrman and one member of the Local Committee (the Government officer, 
if there should be any). 

The ration for labour performed will be one pound and a half of Indian corn meal, and a 
half pound of oatmeal, or two pounds of Indian corn meal if there is no oatmeal. 

The ration to the destitute, and to women and to children above ten years old, will be one 
pound of Indian com meal, and to children at or below ten years old, the half of a pound of 
meal per diem. 

When provisions are sent into any district for sale, the constable or other in charge will receive 
special instructions fi-om the commissariat officer of the depot in regard to the price which is to 
paid on deliverj', and the price received is to be noted in the account. 

In some instances the payment may be made by the Local Committee, in others by the 
parties to whom the meal is issued ; but the issue should be made by the entire package, for 
which a given number of individuals might join. An addition to the price of the meiu must 
be made to cover the cost of the package. The iron-bound oatmeal casks and the sacks should, 
if possible, be returned. 

In some instances it will be proper to consult with the Local Committee, as to the persons 
who have a claim to purchase these supplies. The Commissariat officer of the depot will give 
general iastractioRs on this point. 

Whenever a local committee shall apply for a quantity of corn meal, to be paid for out of 
the subscriptions in their hands, it is to be forwarded at once to their order from the nearest 
depot, and to be distributed upon their responsibility, agreeably to the instructions. 

Every entry must be numbered in regular order, commencing with No. 1 on either side of 
the book on the beginning of every month, and the voucher will have the same number as the 
entry. 

At the end of every month each side of the book is to be closed ; the remains to be shown 
by deducting the issues from the receipts, and these remains carried forward on the left side of 
the next month’s entries. 
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Instructions to Officers of the Coast Guard, who may be engaged in the sale of Indian 
Corn Meal, on the Coast of Ireland. 

These supplies, contained in original packages of sacla of 280lbs., or in barrels of 196 lbs. 
each, will be accompanied by a way-bill from a Commissariat depot, on verifying the accuracy 
of which, you will enter the' quantify received on the left side of the book, and retain the way- 
bill as your voucher. 

In the sale of these provisions, you will apply them to the demands of the distressed popu- 
lation, and be careful to make no sale to dealers or retailers, who are always ready to convert 
the intention of relief to their own private interest and advantage. 

You will enter the issues severally, as they are made, on the right-hand side of the book, 
with the amount received. 

The sale price is to be 11s. (eleven shillings) per hundred weight, or Is. (one shilling 
and four pence half-penny) per stone, up to the 15th May, and on the 16th the price will be 
reduced to 10s. (ten shillings) per cwt., or Is. 3rf. (one shilling and three pence) per stone of 
14 lbs. No charge will be made for the barrels; but Is. 6d, (one shilling and six pence) is 
to be charged for each sack, or the sack returned. 



Account o/* Provisions issued hj - 



To whom Issued. 



Enclosure 4. 

Instructions to Commissariat Sub-Accountants. 

Duilin Castle, ^Qth April, 1S46. 

In undertaking the charge at , I have the honour to acquaint you in the first 

instance, until your depot k more complete, and that you receive further instructions, it is 
desirable that you should refer all your applications for issues to the Relief Commission sitting 
in Dublin. 

Except in urgent cases of distress, or to save the seed potato, 'it will be prudent to defer the 
distribution of our supplies until after the farm labour shall have closed, about the 15th to 
20th May. 

It is believed that the scarcity will be very much increased after that period, and that there 
will be no employment, except that on public works, disposable for the relief of the poor ; and, 
under these circumstances, our interposition will become more vahiable. 

I enclose to you a few copies of the instructions of the Commission both for towns and rural 
districts, and you will perceive that it is not contemplated to make any gratuitous issues, except 
to the impotent destitute, and that every able-bodied man must give his day’s labour for the 
food which he receives. , , , • 

It will frequently occur that a demand will be made upon you from distressed localities at a 
distance from your post ; and to enable you to act under such circumstances, you will require 
some engineer assistance to lay out a work upon which such men may be employed. _ 

To ob'tain this co-operation, it will be necessary for you to apply to me for the assistance of 
the county surveyor, or one of his assistants ; and immediately on receiving your letter, I ^all 
apply to the Chairman of the Board of 'Works in Dublin, who will give the necessary orders to 
the county suiweyor to this effect, and he will have a superintendent in charge of the work, who 
will coimtersigu the ration returns. 

In senihng a supply of meal to a distant locality, you will apply to the county inspector lor a 
constable, who will take charge of the same, receiving 2s. 6d. per diem whikt so employed. If 
proceeding by land, a constabulary escort, from post to post, should accompany the supply 
until it reaches its destination; if by water, this precaution will be unnecessary. 

I send you 10 books of accounts for this service, with some ration returns, and each consmble 
should be furnished with one when proceeding on such duties, and bring it back to you, with the 
vouchers, when the service terminates. i i r 

To this book are attached some printed instructions for the constabulary, ^ abo tor the 
coast guard ; for the same form of account will be applicable to both, and, indeed, it will also 
be applicable to your own stores. , , . ... e »i.- 

Theinterpositi^ of the coast guard will be limited to salves, and you will give cre jt for toe 
sums received from him for so many tons issued, taking care that they correspon , on e i p 
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certificate of the coast guard officer j but he will enter in the account-book, in a compendious 
form, the sales effected by him, and return that book to the Commissariat at the close of the 
setrice. We, in the meanwhile, shall be satisfied with the receipt of so much money 
for so much issued. 

I send you 12 copies of each of the Acts of Parliament passed in this session of the Legislature 
for the relief of the pre.sent distress, and a few forms of the memorial to be presented to the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

The present price to be charged on the sale of meal is to be eleven shillings per cwt., or one 
sliilling and four-pence half-penny per stone ; but this prtce is to be i-educed after the farm 
labour is over, towards the 15th or 20fh May, to ten shillings per cwt., or one shilling and three- 
pence per stone, unless you should receive other instructions. 

You will readily comprehend that it never was the intention of Government to undertake the 
task of feeding the whole population; we are here (o act as auxiliaries to the landed proprietors, 
and the best sissistance we can give is, so lo husband and economize our resources, and to put 
them forth opportunely, so that we may succeed in pulling down the exorbitant demands 
of dealers, and restraining, within due limits, the market prices. 

Tliis object is not so difficult as it may appear ; for though the potato crop has failed, there is 
geneially no want of supplies, our appearance in the market will frequently be sufficient, and the 
sale of a few tons of meal will generally induce holders to be satisfied with a moderate profit. 

Of course you will bear in mind, with reference to Article No. 5, of instructions to rural 
districts, that we are bound to supply with food, at the cost price established at your dep6t, the 
local committees wlio have raised subscriptions, but always in small quantities at a time ; and, 
in this instance, explaining to the committee the object of our present reserve. 

If any doubt should arise as to the construction to be put on these vievre, you will have the 
goodness to consult with me, and I shall not fail to answ^er you by return of post. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 2\, 1846. 

I H.iVE just arranged tvith Messrs. Baring that a floating cargo of 600 
quarters of Indian com Irom Terceira, notv in the river, is to be purchased and 
sent off to Ireland, and that orders are to be sent to their agent at Liverpool 
(tvhich appears to be the best supplied market, and is the most convenient for 
Ireland,) to purchase and send off as mucli as he can buy within our limit 
without raising the price ; the wliole together, including the Terceira cargo, 
not to exceed 1,200 tons, and as there is only a small proportion of meal in the 
market, it is likely to be nearly all in grain. 

Pray inform me by return of post whether you would wish the Terceira 
cargo to be sent to Dublin, Limerick, or Sligo, an^ after that, in what order the 
cargoes are to he sent to those three places as they become available. 

In order that tlie knowledge of these additional purchases may he kept a 
secret as long as possible, the Terceira vessel will be directed to “ call for 
orders” at the port of her destination. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, April 1846. 

I H.WE the honour to submit to you copy of a letter from Commissary- 
General Coffin, No. 68, dated the 20th instant, in which lie refers to me a 
question that I must submit to the consideration of the Right Honourable my 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I request to he informed if it is their Lordships’ pleasure that the quantities 
of Indian corn deposited in the public magazines by the Town Committees 
for the use of the rural districts, should he admitted free of expense of storage. 

We have always the means of preventing any excess of demand for this 
indulgence, by declining it on the grounds of want of space. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limerick, April 20, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your.Ietters of 17th and 18th instant. 
I observe by the Treasury letter, of which a copy accompanies the former, that the storage 
of supplies obtained by private purchase for the relief of rural districts is approved, but I am 
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not yet informed whether or not the expense of this is to be in any way charged to the parties. 
Mr. Monsell has signified to me his intention of availing himself of this arrangement for the 
deposit of about 70 tons of meal, and from my communications with other parties I am led to 
believe that advantage will be taken of it to some extent, as soon as further importations afford 
the opportunity. There seems to be a growing disposition to encourage the use of Indian com, 
in the hope that it may establish itself as a permanent substitute, in part, for potatoes. 



Tre.4Sury Minute on the above. 

April 2^, 1846. 

W rite to Sir R. Routli that it is not their Lordships’ intention that any charge 
should be made for the storage of the Indian corn deposited in the public 
magazines at Limerick for the use of the rural districts, in accordance with 
the permission previously given to that effect. 



Treasury Minute. 

Aprim, 1846, 

Write to Sir R. Routh, that adverting to the numerous and pressing demands 
upon the establishment under his orders, their Lordships have selected Mr. Ernest 
Perceval, late a Captain in Her Majesty’s 15th Hussars, to be employed upon the 
same footing and with the same rate of pay and allowances as Mr. Waller and 
Captain Pole, in assisting in the operations in progress for the relief of the people 
suffering from the scarcity in Ireland. 

Add that Mr. Perceval has been instructed to proceed without delay to Lublin, 
to place himself under Sir R. Routh’s orders. 

Write to Mr. Perceval that their Lordships have been pleased to accept the offer 
he has made of his services, for the purpose of assisting in the operations in progress 
for the relief of the people suffering from the scarcity in Ireland ; and they desire 
that he will proceed without delay to Dublin, and report himself to Coramissaiy- 
Geueral Sir R. Routh, from whom he wiU receive instructions for his further 
guidance. 

Add that he will receive one guinea per diem from the 18th instant, inclusively, 
so long as his assistance may be required, and a further allowance of lodging-money 
at such rate as will be hereafter fixed. 

Their Lordships take this opportunity of placing on record that the business 
arising out of the relief of the necessitous poor in Ireland, in addition to the ordinary 
duties of the department, having been reported to them to be beyond the powers of 
the existing establishment of the Commissariat branch of their office, they directed 
Mr. L. A. Kelly to be attached to this department of their office during such time 
as his services might be required, commencing from the 31st ultimo, inclusively, for 
the purpose of assisting in the duties in question, and they desire that Mr. Kelly 
may be paid as a Commissariat Clerk from the above-mentioned date, and may be 
considered available for general service, when the pressure which led to his em- 
ployment at the Treasury shall have ceased. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R Routh. 

Treamry, April 22, 1846. 

It is of course of great importance, as stated by Sir R. Peel in his last 
excellent speech on the Irish scarcity, that nobody but ourselves should know 
what stock of food w'e have provided. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bamgk&-, April 2% 1846. 

One fact comes forth in a strong light, from the midst of conflicting 
surmises, and it is that the import of food by Government has brought down 
the price of the people’s food in the markets. The poor, ever keen in disco- 
• R 
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vering relieving causes, point unanimously to the Government stores as the 
destroyers of monopolizing speculation ; the 1 1 tons of private meal at Clara, 
circulated by Mr. Robinson, and the two tons at Birr, by Lord Rosse, (menacing 
more) have spread confidence by similar effects. It is pleasant to be able to 
establish one single fact which mendacity cannot mutilate, and such is this. 
Whether the real presence of scarcity, or the rumour of its approach, (for on 
so delicate a point as the people’s food, either promotes the dealer’s views,) 
closed the barns, need not be considered ; they were closing fast and they have 
been opened by the approach of the beautiful footsteps of plenty. When 
human evils are abated, few care to calculate to what extent the calamity 
might have been forced ; the ravages of ocean are computed by the weeds 
which the highest wave has left upon the land, and the mind shrinks from con- 
templating the effects of the further progress of a calamity which a wise Pro- 
vidence has already turned aside. But to me it appears evident, that a further 
rise of the late prices of the people’s food would have realized the miseries of 
famine, with the means of present plenty in the land. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, Afril 23, 1846, 

I HAVE no reason to believe that more want exists in Tipperary than in 
this county or Clare, where no outbreaks worth notice have yet occurred, but 
those capable of relieving the disti’ess certainly seem to have been more tardy 
in their proceedings, at least at Clonmel. 

I have had a great deal of talk and correspondence ai'ising out of the appli- 
cations from Committees for the immediate issue of our meal ; but these are 
now becoming less numerous, and though in a few cases more urgent, I find that 
our motive for holding back begins to be appreciated, and is highly commended 
by all who look beyond the present moment. The meal selling on private 
accoxmt is in very considerable demand ; and I was lately assured by one of the 
most respectable merchants here, who imported the cargo purchased by the 
Relief Committee of the place, that very large orders for cargoes of Indian 
corn have been sent to all parts of the world. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Waterford, April 24, 1846. 

I HAVE been for the last 10 days so busily employed in establishing a 
depot at Clonmel, in purchasing oatmeal in that neighbourhood by order of 
the Genti'al Commission, and in other duties in that disturbed district, that I 
have not been able to acknowledge your letters of the 7th and 8th instant, with 
their enclosures. I am happy to say that since the 18th perfect tranquillity 
has been restored aromid Clonmel, Garrick, Cahir, and the southern part of 
Tipperary, but during the few days the disturbance lasted, the populace showed 
great excitement and bad feeling, though they confined their outrages to the 
robbery of food, and dispersed immediately on the arrival of the militaiy ; 
the commanding officer of which declined complying with the magistrates’ 
order to fire, as he felt he had force to quell the riot, and seize the ringleaders, 
without bloodshed. The transit of food, however, through the country is not 
attempted without a strong escort. These riots were got up entirely by a set of 
able-bodied vagrants from the interior of Tipperary and Kilkenny, who recruited 
their numbers amongst the idlers at Clonmel and Garrick ; but the indigenous 
paupei-s had no hand in them per se, and such as did take a part were imme- 
diately quieted on the ringleaders being lodged in gaol. With a military force 
in terrorem, a vigilant surveillance by the magistrates, and a sound discretion 
on the part of the Relief Committees in selecting the persons to whom they 
-give employment, I think such outbreaks as these 'will be generally prevented 
or easily suppressed ; but great mischief may he done by giving employment 
indiscriminately to all who apply, instead of confining it as much as possible to 
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the residenU of the immediate district ; for the temptation of Is. per day induces 
farmers’ boys and others to leave their masters, Tvith whom they have constant 
employ, and go in search of higher wages and lighter work. One would also 
wish to sec the employment given to the destitute more judiciously selected, 
and more intimately comiected with the improvement of the country, a desi- 
deratum not yet organized. The Relief Committees are in operation through- 
out the district, and the subscriptions in towns generally more liberal than those 
from opulent landlords in the rural disti-icts. 

The supply of potatoes in the markets aroimd us continues much on a par 
with what it was two months ago, this place being well supplied from Wexford, 
though at a very high price. I am too happy to say that the farmers are, despite 
the unfavourable wet weather, busily employed in idantuig their crops, but it is 
calculated that not half the usual quantity will be grown tli^ year by the 
cottier and con-acre tenant. I have taken great pains to ascertain in the neigh- 
bouring counties whether the crops planted in the early part of the season 
have rotted in the ground, as reported, or not, and the result of all my exami- 
nations and inquiries is, that although there are partial failures in many places, 
the seed-potato is still quite sound in the ground generally, though it has shown 
unusual sluggishness in germinating. 

, The importations of Indian corn continue, and the meal is in great 
demand from the interior, nor does the price rise ; at Clonmel it is sold for 
lOs. 6d. per cwt., whereas they ask lU. here. Oatmeal is at a very high 
price, from Vll. to 19Z. per ton. I collected, with difficulty, by order of Sir R. 
J. Routh, during the week, 200 tons, at 17/. lOs. per ton, in the vicinity of 
Clonmel, but it is selling much dearer by retail ; and to the poor labourers, &c., 
as high as 25Z., on time, at three mouths after sale, on the security of the farmers. 
There ai’e plenty of oats in that neighbourhood, but there is a difficulty in 
getting them groimd from the risk “in transitu.” The barges leave Clonmel 
once a-week for this place with the export supplies under convoy, which last 
Tuesday consisted of 2 guns, 50 cavalry, and 80 infantry, escorting them on the 
banks of the Suir as far as Garrick. The parties who plundered a drove of pigs 
a few days since from Fethard, sent a message, by one of the owmers, to the 
mayor of Clonmel, to say, they w'ould liberate the pigs if he would liberate the 
prisoners captured during the riots. There is great distress amongst the artisans, 
mechanics, and men of that class, in die tow'us, from the total stagnation of 
work and occupation in their crafts, and the Committees as yet have chalked 
out no employment for their relief. 

If there were a doubt in any reflecting man’s mind on the correctness of 
“ Burke’s Thoughts and Details on Scarcity,” he need only come to Ireland to 
have it removed, and to be satisfied that the greatest evils may arise from 
Government being depended upon for the subsistence of the people, or meddling 
with it if it can lie avoided ; but since Government has, at this present juncture, 
initiated such interference to meet the impending distress throughout this 
country, I deemed that they might do much moral good by making occasionally 
a legitimate use of their “reserve” to keep doiTO the prices of the markets, 
without at all interrupting the importations on private account, or allowing 
themselves to be brought into the field before the season of extreme distress for 
which their provision was made. 



Treasury Minute. 

April 24, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty, and state that it is their Lord- 
ships’ wish that the fresh supplies of biscuit should be sent from Cork to the 
points at which they are required, for the purpose of replacing the supplies 
now under the charge of the officers of the Ordnance, as opportunities may 
occur for employing the Government steamers in this service, without inter- 
fering with the more important object of conveying the Indian corn meal to 
the different depots. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information. 



R 2 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelvan. 

DuhJini April 27, 1846. 

I PERCEIVE you intend to purchase 1200 tons of Indian corn, to be divided 
amongst Dublin, Sligo, and Limerick, which is all excellent. It will, I presume, 
arrive in bulk, and we must be prepared with sacks, say 3500 for each cargo ot 400 
tons. The Rhadainanthus” goes to Cork this evening, and, together with the 
screw steamer, will take 5000 sacks to Limerick, and two such voyages wmuld 
make my mind easy about that depot. I have 2000 barrels in Galway. I have 
4000 sacks at Banagher and 3000 at Longford, where Mr. Campbell says he 
cannot store more, but I shall send Mr. Lister there to examine into that point, 
for he must have 4000 there. Captain Perceval is still here, and will be here for 
some days yet, waiting events. I think some of the environs of Limerick or Kerry 
will bring him up. He is a very gentlemanly intelligent person, and I must ac- 
knowledge the justice you have done the service iu the selection made. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, Ajyril 23, 1846, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the 
demand for the sale of Indian corn from the Government stores continues to 
increase beyond any anticipation I could have formed. 

Fully convinced that the present pressure, though excessive, is much less 
severe than that which we have to ai)prehend after the farm labour shall have 
closed, towards the end of May, and from that date until the end of August, I 
regret the obligation of these premature issues, and I think it my duty to bring 
the subject before you, and to express my anxiety to learn the intentions of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and to what extent I may expect that these issues will 
be replaced. 

I know all the necessity of economy, and shall not deviate from it ; and I 
shall continue to impress upon the public that the Government is only acting 
as auxiliary to their own efforts in their owm behalf ; but there are cases when 
there is no possibility of remonstrance with distress. 

The Commission are bringing again under the attention of the Commissioners 
of Public Works the most urgent localities, so that before the emergency 
arrives they may he examined, and public works marked out, and a remedy 
applicable at once to any imm ediate cMl. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

April 27, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships are strongly impressed with the 
public importance of the local committees and other parties who wish to procure 
food for the relief of the people in the present scarcity, being advised to make their 
purchases, in every practicable case, from the stores of food held in, or imported 
into, Ireland on private account; but when the price of provisions shall be 
rising, or shall have been unduly enhanced, he will exercise his own discretion 
as to selling, from time to time, such quantities of food from the Government 
stores as may effect a reduction of the price of provisions, giving in each case 
immediate notice to my Lords, in order that further supplies may be foru^arded 
for replacing the quantities which may have been so disposed of. 

Transmit a copy of this minute to the Lord Lieutenant for his information. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 29, 1346. 

The communication made to you by ray official letter of this day’s date 
is one of great importance. 

Our measures should proceed with as little disturbance as possible of the 
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ordinary course of private trade, which must ever be tlie chief resource for the 
subsistence of the people ; but, eoute qu'il coute, the people must not, under any 
circumstances, be Allowed to starve. 

In order that we may be fully prepared to support you in acting upon these 
instructions, I have had another communication with Messrs. Baring, and have 
authorized them, by Mr. Goulburn’s desire, to buy from the stock in bond at 
Liverpool to the extent of 1,200 tons of Indian corn and meal, taking care that 
the meal is kiln-dried and properly warranted ; and, besides this, to purchase 
six whole cargoes, which I expect will be mostly in grain. 

Theshipscontainingthesesix cargoes willarrive from time to time in the course 
of the next fortnight or three weeks, and I shall be obliged to you to inform 
me in what order you wish them to be sent to the different ports of Ireland. 

The following is a transcript of a memorandum wliich Messre. Baring gave 
me this moiuiing respecting three of these cargoes : — 

“ 350 q^uarters from Terceira in the Channel on its way to London ; yellow 
“ Indian corn. 

“ 1200 quarters Neapolitan. Bill of lading received to-day ; about lO days. 
“ Stop at Cork or Falmouth at 34s. ; yellow. 

“ 1200 Trieste yellow ; in about a fortnight.” 

Pray inform me where you wish the 1,200 tons from Liverpool to be sent. 
Messrs. Baring suggest that they may be sent in the packet steamer to Dublin, 
but it would Tje desirable to allow this portion of our stock to remain imdis- 
turbed at Liverpool for a few days, if it can be done w-ith perfect safety, in order 
that we may have time to buy our cai’goes, before it shall be known that the 
Government is again in the market. 

For the same reason, and from the still stronger motive of not interrupting 
the course of private trade for the supply of food to the distressed districts, I 
must again direct your attention to the great importance of keeping our inten- 
tions on this subject a strict secret. 

Mr. Goiilburn desires that you will show this letter, aud my official letter 
above adverted to, to the Lord Lieutenant, and that you will mention to his 
Excellency that, in order that a knowledge of our intentions may be confined 
to as few persons as possible, no communication on the subject will at present 
be made through the ordinary channel. 

In determining to what places the additional stock of Indian corn is to be 
sent, you must carefully consider how far the means of grinding it are available 
to the Government, and to what extent and in what quarters it may become 
advisable to dispose of it unground. 

I should wish Mr. Hewetsohs establishment, and the private mills super- 
intended by it, to be kept fully employed. 

I have only to add, that it was considered more advisable to purchase Indian 
corn than oatmeal, because the latter being the habitual food of a large popu- 
lation in Great Britain as well as in Ireland, and being prepared only in quan- 
tities suited to their ordinary consumption, there would be more danger of the 
price of this article being raised by our purchases than in the case of Indian 
corn, which may, for the present, he considered as appropriated to the supply of 
the deficiency arising from the scarcity in Ireland, and may be purchased in 
wliole cargoes as it arrives from abroad, without interfering with existing 
stocks. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, April 2^, 1846. 

Everything wears the aspect of quiet hereabouts ; the weather is pro- 
pitious for field-work, and the depot of provisions produces passively its inteided 
effect, neither disheartening the dealer nor tempting the importunity of the 
poor. 

There is a subtle plan of imposition, which it is both difficult to detect and 
cruel to expose when detected, and I believe it is becoming pretty general— I 
mean the substitution, at present, of habitual Irkh distress, for distress the 
result of crop failure. 
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There is a tide of fixed distress in. this country which never ebbs ; a stranger 
cannot well discern its level, but an inhabitant understands every wiinkle on 
its surface. This mass of want will doubtless be aggravated by high prices ; 
but still it is to be distinguished in calculating the truth of the sweeping repre- 
sentations made by local Committees, when such representations are made with 
the pros]^)ect of securing a cheaper and better food than the market ever yet 
supplied. Nor must it ])e forgotten that the old habitual mass of want still 
looks to be relieved from the same hands which draw these representations. 

Of the effect of the Government preparations in reducing market prices, and 
compelling the production of food, the following local instance is interesting : — 
The company of the 75th here, in their last contract for potatoes, obtained 
tliem of superior quality and at a lower rate than usual ; and the officer inquiring 
tire cause, the dealer replied, “ See all that Government meal, Sir, coming in,” 
pointing to a cart load passing at the time. Again, a very intelligent gentle- 
man said to me last market day, “ There, Sir, all that is brought from behind 
“ cupboards, and under bedsteads, and about chimney-corners, where it was con-' 
“ cealed for scarcity prices, and would have still lain, but for the Government 
“ meal,” pointing to sacks of oatmeal and potatoes coming into market. 

There can be no doubt, therefore, that the primary object — a just control over 
the markets, is accomplishing ; and it is impossible to conceive any other plan 
for producing such an effect, so simple as the one which pressing unduly nowhere, 
brings existing supplies to light, and secures finally to the poor the means of 
subsistence, in case the resources of the land prove deficient. A few tons judi- 
ciously dispersed here and there, to localities placed almost beyond the reach 
of private aid, and the bearing upon the larger markets by a liberal temporary 
sale ill populous tou-ns ; these are the methods leading to present success. 

At the same moment the people themselves are roused into benevolent action — 
the better orders, I mean — even to jealousy of each other’s exertions ; local 
Committee is eyeing local Committee from afar, and as all these movements 
are based on cash subscriptions, tlie great pui-pose is obtained of placing the 
upper classes in that position with reference to the poor, which the third reso- 
lution of the printed Instructions to Committees explains so well, and enforces 
so discreetly. 

With respect to future scarcity, the same doubts continue to be entertained ; 
but the parties from whom I derive knowledge (not by following any, but com- 
paring many), do not extend their line of vision beyond the narrow horizon of 
their own hopes and fears ; they think that the three parishes around them may 
outlive a pressure ; hut they know not how to calculate, in a general opinion, 
the wilds of Galway, the barrenness of Clare, and the improvidence of Tip- 
perary. 

The following are a few remarks generally ; — 

Many of the Constabulary are found subscribing to Local Relief funds. 

People come long distances to buy seed potatoes. 

A greater current of emi^-ation is in flow, which I think results from the 
somewhatprosperous separating themselves from themass of poverty aroundthem. 

Applications from Local Relief Committees abound. 

There is reason to apprehend that the late q)eculating mania in railroads will 
leave behind it results very injurious to the poor of this country. The small 
capitalist has damaged his funds materially by these schemes, and the amount 
generally available as wages for the labour of the poor will be much contracted. 

Of my own personal knowledge I can affirm that the disease in the potatoes 
continues ; that under such ciccmnstances it is impossible to avoid sowing many 
unsound ones ; and that therefore the disease will make its appearance most 
probably again in tlie autumn. 

Banagher is admirably situated as a depot ; the Shannon flowing through it 
brings six counties nithin its grasp, while its own comparative solitariness 
secures the stores from general observation. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, April 30, 1846. 

Mr. Goulburn doubts whether the plan of offering bounties on the 
importation of seed-potatoes would lead to anything worth having, the q^uan- 
tity required for seed (a ton an acre, it is said,) being so great, and the cost of 
conveyance, owing to their bulk, being so heavy. 

Mr. Goulburn nlso thinks that the question of Warranty might give rise to 
unpleasant disputes ; and it occurs to me that it would be uupleasanter s^l to 
render the Government liable in any case to the imputation of importing rotten 
potatoes for distribution. 

_ Nevertheless, the suggestion appears to be deserving of deliberate considera- 
tion, and I shall be glad to hear what you think of it. 

You will understand that the premiums alluded to by Lord Monteagle were 
offered by the Thatched House Committee, wliich superintended the expendi- 
ture of the great private subscription raised in 1822, and you -will probably 
find some account of them in the work I sent you describing the proceedings 
of that Committee. =. r s 



Treasury Minute. 

May 1, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, ackuowledging the receipt of the following letters : — 
No. 99, dated 7th April, enclosing copy of Report to the Lord Lieutenant ac- 
companying the weekly return of supplies. 

No. 101, 8th April, reporting quantities of oatmeal directed to be deposited for 
sale at various coast-guard stations on the western coast. 

No. 105, 13th April, transmitting a copy of the instructions furnished to Assistant 
Commissary-General Wood for the formation of the depot at Galway. 

No. 107, 13th April, with copy of a letter from Commissary-General Hewetson, 
reporting the sale of damaged Indian corn and meal received from America. 

No. 109, 13th April, with weekly return of the depots, and copy of letter to the 
Lord Lieutenant enclosing the same. 

No. 124, 23rd April, enclosing copies of communications from Mr. Griffith to 
the Earl of Lincoln. 

Their Lordships entirely approve of Sh R. Routh’s proceedings as reported in 
these letters, subject to the following remarks 

In the instructions furnished by him to Assistant Commissary-General Wood, Sir 
R. Routh observes as follows : — 

“ If in the course of these sales the Government depot shall be exhausted, a 
“ given sum will have to be received in lieu, and be re-employed in the purchase 
of other supplies of the same or some other description, so that the issues may 
*' not be discontinued. 

“ Thus the same sum of money may be turned two or three times in the course 
" of the season with advantage to the community, and not much loss to the public ; 
“ for though Indian corn may not be in the market, there will be oatmeal or other 
supplies to be purchased for the occasion and resold at cost price.” 

Their Lordships think it right to guard against its being supposed that the mere 
fact of a mm of money having leen realized by the sale of meal on account of 
Government will render it proper that purchases should be made for the purpose 
of replenishing the stock of food belonging to the Government at any particular 
place. 

No steps whatever should be taken to replace the meal which has been sold, 
unless the oireumstances and prospects of the district in regard to the supply of 
food for the subsistence of the people, shmld be such as to require a continuance 
of measures of precaution on the part of the Government. 

And supposing the continuance of such measeres to be necessary, the new 
supplies of food required to replenish the Government stores ought in every prac- 
ticable case to be furnished from the stores of Indian corn sent to Ireland by this 
Board, and should not be purchased on the spot, except in the event of such a 
pressing emergency as would not admit of delay. 

. As their Loi-dships consider it to be of much importance that the accounts 
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of every description of income and expenditure connected with this service, in- 
cluding the whole of the receipts from the sale of the Indian corn at the different 
principal and branch depots, should be rendered in a regular and satisfactory 
manner to the Commissioners of Audit, they desire to be informed whether the 
cash and store accounts have been rendered up to the present time at the expiration 
of each month, in accordance with their instructions, and whether every necessary 
arrangement has been made for so rendering them in future. 

Transmit to the Commissioners of Audit for their information, the enclosure in 
Sir R. Kouth’s letter, dated 13th instant, being Commissary-General Hewetson’s 
Report and account of the sale of damaged Indian corn and meal received from 
America. 



Mb. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, May 2, 1846. 

I SEND a confidential letter, which I have received from Messrs. Baring, 
relating to the purchases last ordered. 

You will see from it, that 515 quarters of Indian corn are at your disposal 
at Liverpool ; and as we have now secured all that is immediately necessary, 
they can be sent, whenever you think proper, to any quarter where they may 
he required. 

Further purchases are to be made at Liverpool, as already advised, amount- 
ing altogether to 1200 tons, including the quantity already purchased. 

The Terceira cargo is daily expected at Cork, and will proceed at once to 
Limerick. 

No orders will be given for purchasing the two cargoes and 900 quarters 
referred to in the concluding part of Messrs. Barings letter, or any further 
quantities, until the exigency shall arise ; and, meanwhile, the stock at our 
disposal in the home market is likely to be greatly increased by numerous 
arrivals expected from the United States and various parts of the world. Messrs. 
Baring inform me, that most of what has already arrived is old corn, and that 
when the produce of the last harvest begins to come in in quantity (as it cer- 
tainly will under the attraction of present prices) pric^ must fall. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, May 2, 1846. 

I AM afraid that the plan of bounties would not succeed. That it might 
do so partially is not improbable, but you could offer no assurance to a merchant 
that his cargo would sell. There is an apprehension amongst the farmers 
about planting potatoes ; they decline imderletting land for it, for fear of no 
produce, and no rent, and the cottiers fear the loss of their labour, and the 
same disappointment as last year. A cargo was imported into Sligo and 
nobody would buy. The same thing happened at Wexford, and Mi*. Lister 
was speaking with a man who brought a cargo to Dublin and had great diffi- 
culty in disposing of it. I think at this late season of the year, and with the 
present temper of the people, it would he hazardous to have anything to do 
with it. I do not see mj way clear. 

You will observe the large amount of donations, but the subscriptions are 
also large. My expenditure consists chiefly of donations, except the oatmeal at 
Clonmel. 

I think a cargo of Indian corn would arrive very opportunely now at Sligo ; 
they are attempting to push up the markets, and our depot there, from its 
distance, and the necessity of first filling Limerick, Galway, and Westport, is 
rather low. If you could, through Messrs. Baring, despatch a cargo there, I 
should be delighted to hear of its arrival, and think it would be of great 
advantage. I have filled Banagher and Longford, but the choice of a maga- 
zine at the former, from a ialse economy, was injudicious, not affording 
sufficient room or ventilation. I am, therefore, obliged to reduce the quantities 
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proposed for that station^ and this may impose the necessity of employing some 
constables in charge on the line of the canals where distress may manifest 
itself. Mr. Lister will go up in a day or two to inspect Longford, as soon as 
we can spare him. I thank you much for Leonce’s assistance, for we were all 
beginning to feel our over fatigue. As soon as the subscriptions and donations 
begin to subside, I shall try to let Mr. Coffin go down to some of the most 
important points of Kerry, 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, May 4, 1846. 

I HAVE the Iionotir to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
May, notifying to me the approval of the Right Honourable my Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Tx-easury to sundry communications, and remai’kiug ou 
the terms of my letter of instructions to Assistant Commissary-General Wood, 
which I then perceived was open to misapprehension; but it does not order any 
new pui-chase or authorize any measure of replenishing the public stores, which 
are understood to be reserved for the pleasure of their Lordships’ Board. It stated 
only that these sales were susceptible of such a course, if it should be desirable. 
Their Lordships will have observed that the passage was omitted in my subsequent 
letter of instruction. 

With regard to the accounts, they are forwarded to the end of February, and in 
the course of this week those of l\Iarch will follow, and hereafter as we have more 
assistance they will be more regular, but the press of correspondence has absorbed 
every other occupation. 



Treasury Minute. 

Mmj 5, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh, acknowledging the receipt of the following communica- 
tions : — 

20th April : submitting a general view of the measures which have been 
adopted, or are in course of preparation, to avert the effects of the impending scar- 
city in Ireland ; with several enclosures. 

27th April : transmitting the weekly return of the several depots on the evening 
of the 25tli April, and a statement of the amount of donations issued under the 
authority of the Lord Lieutenant in aid of the public subscriptions, up to the same 
date. 

29tli April : reporting additional coast-guard stations on the south-west coast, 
which had been supplied with Indian corn meal. 

And state that their Lordships have perused with much satisfaction the com- 
prehensive description of the measures in progress contained in his Report, dated 
20th ultimo, and they desire that he will, at the teriifmation of each monthly 
period from that date, furnish a general Report in continuation of the same, re- 
capitulating all the steps which have been taken with a view to the relief of the 
distress since the date of the last Report. 

It is also their Lordships’ wish that the next general Report should contain an 
Abstract of the sums expended under each head for purposes connected with the 
relief, from the funds which have been placed at Sir R. Routh’s disposal at the 
Bank of Ireland, and that each of the subsequent Reports should contain a state- 
ment in continuation of the same. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, May 6, 1846. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that Assistant 
Commissary-General Stevens reports to me, by this day’s post, the purchase o 
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200 tons of oatmeal, at 15/. 5s. per ton; the prices previously ruling in. that 
market having been 16/. per ton. 

The particulars mil be forwarded hereafter. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr, Trevelyan. 

The Custle, DubVm, May 6, 1846. 

The Barony of Coolavin, near Sligo, is in a vei*y bad state, and also 
indications in other localities, and parts of Donegal which require attention and 
preparation ; but the main object of sending the cargo to Sligo now, is to give 
time to grind it there, and to be ready in all June, and save our steamers the 
long voyage to that port, whilst Limerick, Galway, and Westport, require 
their assistance. 

1 shall probably lay in a supply at Templemore or Athy, on the Grand 
Canal, under the charge of a constable, if I can procure an able man. 

You are aware that this is the period of farm labour, for planting, sowing, 
manuring, &c., and, therefore, for a fortnight or three weeks I shall consider 
it as a time for preparation, and exert as much activity as possible, to be pre- 
pared for the three summer months. 

We are replenishing the Coast Guard Stations, and increasing them. The 
effect has been very successful. 



Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

May 7, 1846. 

The extract which you give w’^as intended to make you aware that in the 
purchase of the Mediterranean cargoes the buyers run the risk of heat or damage 
I'rom the sea voyage, all insurances upon grain covering only the risks men- 
tioned to you. 

Any claims established and recognized by usage on the American under- 
writers will he recovered in due course, such as the loss of the “ Arab,” and we 
should think the portion of the cargo thrown overboard of the “ Harriet Rock- 
well” (we believe), but no claim can be established against them for the portions 
of cargoes which were rejected as unsound by the examiners at Cork. 

We have samples wliich are to guide us as to the quality of the. cargoes from 
the Mediterranean. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, DuhUn, May 7, 1846 

I HAVE not yet read Lord George Bentinck’s speech, but I hear so con- 
stantly such contradictory statements, that are, in a certain degree, party 
opinions, or arise from the capricious character of the potato disease which 
seems to leave one spot untouched, whilst all around it is suffering, that I 
estimate those statements very differently from the opinion formed of them at a 
distance. With respect to Sligo, I shall send you an account of the barony of 
Coolavin close to Sligo, as a proof of the eccentric character of this disease. 

I think it would be very desirable that you should round to Limerick 
as well as Sligo a cargo of the Indian com ; we have admirable means of 
gi-inding it if necessary at Banagher at a very cheap rate, and its bare presence 
and report of its arrival at Limerick would bring .down prices. 

I do not think of sending any more grain to Cork. Mr. Hewetson calculates 
on finishing all his grinding by the first or second week in July, and occupied as 
he wiU be to that date, it. is useless to increase his stock of ungromid grain. 

The arrival dsewhere will be of great advantage in affecting the current 
prices. 
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Sir J. Graham to tlie Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Whitehall, May 7, 1846. 

I THINK it right to put your Excellency in possession of the views which 
have influenced HerlVIajesty’s Government with respect to the administration of 
relief in Ireland during the scarcity of food caused by the disease which has 
attacked the potato crop of the year 1845. 

Her Majesty’s Government, in October and November last, from the official 
and authentic information which they obtained, foresaw tlie probable destruction 
of the potatoes to a considerable extent, as well as the distress among the people 
which would be the necessary consequence of this diminution in the quantity of 
their principal means of subsistence. 

The insufficiency of the ordinary means of relief for meeting the apprehended 
calamity, and the uncertainty of the time at which the effects of the approaching 
scarcity might manifest themselves, determined Her hlajesty’s Government in 
November to advise your Excellency to form a temporary commission for the 
puimose of taking the measures which the emergency should demand. 

This commission was formed of the following members — viz., the Right 
Honourable Edward Lucas, as Chairman (who has since retired) ; Sir Randolph 
Routh, Commissary-General ; Colonel M‘Gregor, the Head of the Constabulary ; 
ColonelJones, the Head of the Board of Works ; Sir James Dombrain, Inspector 
of the Coast Guard ; Sir Robert (then Professor) Kane ; Mr. Twistleton, one of 
the Poor Law Commissioners ; and Mr. Theobald M'Kenna, Assistant Under- 
secretary. 

This Commission was intended to assist the Government in obtaining informa- 
tion, as speedily and correctly as possible, with respect to the supply of food and 
the distress of the people in all parts of the countoy, and also in carrying into 
execution the measures necessary for affording relief at the public cost. IVith 
this view the heads of the various departments who were likely to furnish authentic 
information from independent local sources were constituted members of the 
Commission, and Her Majesty’s Government have every reason to believe that 
the arrangements which they made have proved successful for the purposes con- 
templated by them. 

Her hlajesty’s advisers were aware of the responsibility which they voluntarily 
assumed by the formation of this Commission, and of the disadvantages which were 
necessarily incidental to the course which they adopted. 

In the first place, they could not but see that the administrative machinery 
through which they would have to act must, to a great extent, be created for the 
occasion, and that the temporary local authorities would be deficient in experience 
and habits of joint action. In the next place, in the absence of officers (such as 
the relieving officers in England) diffused at regular intervals over the country, 
and employed for the distribution of out-door relief, there was a danger that the 
grants of public money might in certain cases be postponed too long, and be too 
small in amount. On the other hand, the extraordinary nature of the grants, 
and the apparently unlimited fund from which they would be taken, might lead 
the people to raise their expectations to an unreasonable height ; and therefore 
it would be incumbent on Her Majesty’s Government not to commence the 
grants of public money at too early a period, or to give them too wide an extent, 
Moreover, a certain disturbance of the natural course of industry and commerce 
could not but be caused by such an interference of the Government, however 
prudent and cautiously exercised. Lastly, Her Majesty’s Government did not 
conceal from themselves the probability that their interference, however sincere 
might be their intention of relieving the wants of the people, would create disap- 
pointment in Ireland, as not affording all the assistance which was expected ; and 
that, after their best endeavours to reconcile humanity to the poor with their duty, 
as guardians of the public purse, there would be complaints of the insufficient^ of 
the relief afforded at the cost of the Treasury. 

Nevertheless, foreseeing the inconvenience to which this course was liable, they 
adopted it deliberately in preference to any attempt to meet the cr^is by an exten- 
sion of the Irish poor law. . . • i -l 

The Irish Poor Relief Act was passed in 1838, after full deliberation m both 
Houses of Parliament ; and, by general consent, the relief to be afforded under it 
was expressly restricted to the workhouse. 

All plans of out-door relief for the Irish poor, not merely the unemployed able- 
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"bodied, but even tbe aged, tbe sick, and tbe impotent, were, during tbe discussions 
of tbis measure, deliberately rejected by Parliament. 

It was manifest that relief restricted to tbe workbouse could not be adequate 
to tbe distress aidsing from tbe late failure of tbe potatoes, wbicb threatened, not 
as heretofore to affect only a few localities, but to include a large portion of 
Ireland, The present law could, therefore, only be rendered applicable to the 
emergency by introducing into it a new principle — viz., that of out-door relief. 

It was further necessary that this out-door- relief should not (as in tbe Poor- 
liaw of Scotland) be limited to the aged and impotent, but should comprehend 
every class of the population. 

Her Majestj^’s Government had therefore to consider what would he the pro- 
bable consequences of introducing a change of this extent, as a remedy for the 
impending distress. 

In the first place the Government could not fail to observe that although the 
measure would be introduced for a temporary purpose, there was great probability 
that it would become permanent. 

Looking at the social condition of Ireland, to the large extent of the class who 
would become claimants for out-door-relief, as well as to other circumstances con- 
nected with the tenure of land, and of the relations of the wealthier and poorer 
classes, it could not be anticipated that ParHament (even if it were desirous) would 
be able to recede from a step of this sort which conferred on the people a general 
right to relief out of the property of the country. Her Majesty’s Government 
were of opinion that if this extensive change was to be made it ought not to be 
made for a purpose professedly temporary, but probably permanent. They thought 
that if so important a principle was to be introduced, it ought to be introduced 
deliberately, and with reference, not to any extraordinary crisis but to the ordinary 
state of things. 

But secondly — even if the Government had come to the conclusion that it was 
advisable to introduce this change into the Irish Poor-Law for the temporary 
purpose, it is far from cei'taiu that this temporary purpose would have been accom- 
plished. The number of claimants would probably, under the pressure of the 
scarcity, be immense : the fund for their relief would be limited, and what was 
paid in rates would, to a great extent, be withdrawn from the voluntary employ- 
ment of labour. The machinery of out-door-relief must have been created by the 
Boards of Guardians and set to work within a few weeks. The reluctance of the 
Boards of Guardians to co-operate in the prompt introduction of a measure deeply 
affecting the pecuniary interests of the ratepayers, must have been overcome. A 
large addition to the poor’s rate must have been made, and the increased rate must 
have been collected without notice to the ratepayers. Even when there was a 
long previous notice, when preparation could be made by the ratepayers for a 3fear 
or six months before the payment, and when the payment was small in comparison 
with the rate which would be required for the present purpose ; there has been 
great difficulty in parts of Ireland as to tbe collection of the poor’s rate. It has 
been necessary in many instances to call in the assistance of the police and even 
military'. It could not therefore be expected that by a compulsory rate, on the 
basis of the poor rate introduced suddenly, any large fund could have been obtained 
for the relief of the poor in Ireland during the present scarcity. 

If therefore Her Majesty’s Government had submitted to Parliament early in 
this Session a Bill for the extension of the Irish Poor Law, for the temporary 
^rpose in question, and if the measure had been agreed to without delay by 
Parliament the result would probably have been that it would not have accom- 
plished the temporary object for which it was proposed, but that it would have 
led to the permanent establishment of the principle of out-door-relief in Ireland. 

Under these circumstances Her Majesty’s Government, though fully conscious of 
the difficulties of the course which they have adopted, believe that on the whole it 
is best calculated to meet the present emergency, without introducing incidentally 
a principle of immense extent, and, to say the least, of uncertain expediency. By 
applying merely a temporary remedy to a temporary, though wide-spreading cala- 
mity — the Government have avoided the premature and hasty settlement of a most 
important question; and they have left the policy of an extension of the Irish 
Poor Law to be deliberately considered by Parliament at a time when its judg- 
ment will not be influenced by the contemplation of peculiar and unusual distress 
among the poorer classes of the country. 
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Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Tbevelyan. 

LAmenck, May 10, 1846. 

We are still occupied in completing the depots and in parrying the 
efforts made to induce us to open them before the time of pressure arrives ; 
and although the applications become more numerous and pressing, 1 have 
hitherto avoided making any considerable issues, and in most cases have suc- 
ceeded in convincing the applicant that it would be for their interest to seek 
supplies elsewhere, as long as they can be purchased at less than famine prices. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, May 10, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you a representation fi'om Commissary- 
General Hewetson in behalf of Mr. Crawford Logan, contractor for labour and 
cartage in landing and stowing Indian corn in Cork, praying for a reconsideration 
of the terms of Ms engagement, and which I request you will bring under the 
notice of the Right Honourable tbe Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury. 

I accompany this letter with copies of the tenders in further explanation of this 
question. 

It appears to me to be a hard case, and well deserving theii* Lordships’ liberality. 



Enclosure. 



Mr. Logan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Cork, April 23, 1846. 

The peculiar circumstances under which 1 am placed render it imperative on me, 
however unpleasant the necessity, to solicit on the part of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury the indulgence of a reconsideration of the terms granted to me in accord- 
ance with ray tenders of the 7th February last. 

In estimating the cost of the undertaking I was too much influenced by the experience of 
the usages and regular posiUon of the corn tiade of Cork with which I was acquainted ; I did 
not foresee, and consequently did not calculate on the workmen taking advantage of their pre- 
sent position to exact higher wages than those for which they had bound themselves by deed to 
work. 

The limited number of laboui-ers capable of executing the work of my contract (for none 
but the strongest men could endure the great labour), places me at the mercy of the men who 
have thus taken advantage of their position. 

Nothing like the amount of labour, the speed and despatch requisite to meet the exigency of 
the services called for was ever known in Cork or could possibly have been anticipated by me 
in the calculation by which I arrived at the prices set forth in my tender of the 7th February 
last. 

The merchants of Cork, for the ordinary work of discharging and lofting malt, the lightest 
of all grain, pay at the rate of 2|d. per quarter, whilst I have been compelled to pay 3d. per 
quarter, thus leaving me, with reference to my existing contract, barely one jpenny per quarter 
for the carriage, by which I sustain considerable loss, without taking into account large 
advances of money weekly, constant personal superintendence, and great responsibility. 

Under these circumstances I respectfully submit for reconsideration the terras of my con- 
tract, aud solicit that instead of 4J per quarter for vessels discharging at Passaffe, and id. per 
quarter for vessels discharging at Cork, be substituted for the former and 5o. for the latter 
which is, in fact, nothing more than the terms already allowed when the corn is discharged 
above the second story, but which I now seek to have extended to the whole work. 



We certify that the terms stated above, viz. 2id. per quarter, are those which we allow our 
gangs for discharging and lofting malt. 

(Signed) Beamish & Crawford. 

David Lowe & Son. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Jane 5, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh with reference to this letter, that as the landing and 
storing of Indian corn at Cork is' a new and peculiar service, the dettul^of which 
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may not have been su6Sciently understood to enable the parties competing for its 
performance to tahe into consideration all the risks attending it, my Lords are of 
opinion that an exception may with propriety be made in this oase to the contract 
regulations of the department ; and that for the reasons stated by Commissaiy- 
Geueral Hewetson, and on Sir R. Routb’s recommendation, an advance of \d. per 
quarter beyond his contract rates may be made to Mr. Crawford Logan in respect 
to the quantity of Indian corn landed and stored by him from the 1st April last. 

Transmit copy of this letter, its enclosures- and copy of the foregoing minute 
to the Commissioners of Audit for their information. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banaglwr, May 11, 1846. 

There is something, my dear Sir, peculiarly pleasing to my spirit, in 
thus endeavouring to associate the measures, in the agency of which I am a 
very humble instrument, with what is benevolent in efiect, and great in 
morals. 

The introduction of such large masses of State food, and that a new food, 
into this pauperized laud, is a novelty in legislative resources ; and the gath- 
ering of ail the effects, small and great, of such an operation is calculated to 
he most interesting. 

It seems to me, that should all this food be eventually cast into the ocean, 
still a great work is accomplished in Ireland by the State having established 
within the mind of the people that great and true maxim, winch is so forcibly 
expressed in the little printed sheet of instructions, “ that the owners of 
“ property and other rate-payers, are the parties both legally and morally 
“ responsible for affording due relief to the destitute poor.” 

And after branding these moral axioms on the wealthier classes, there can 
be no doubt that the distribution of this food, should even no famine arise, will 
still he a boon to the poor, such as no poor on the earth are more in need of. 

A i^emiy worth of potatoes from a July market, is no match for a pound of 
Indian corn meal ; the evaporation of the meal while digesting is aU nourish- 
ment, of the potato it is watery and unassimilating. Tliis even simple desti- 
nation of our stores will work, I apprehend, a great change in the habits o th e 
lower orders ; the demand for such food will grow, and trade will reply to the 
call, taking the place of Government, as it is already doing in busy cities ; and 
it is but fair to conclude that in proportion to the popularity of this new food, 
the potato wdl suffer in reputation, and the land be eventually used to raise 
what is more certain and nourisliing as food, and more conducive to wealth 
as produce. 

A great disparity of opinion prevails as to the result of planting unsound 
potatoes, which I know is being done, accidentally and from necessity. Many 
seem to suppose that a diseased potato will produce a sound crop. It is a very 
curious subject, and I have heard a great deal concerning it. It is a matter 
which October will solve, and the solution of which now would not stop the 
method of planting. I am of opinion that a diseased potato ^vill produce some 
diseased, and some fit for immediate use; but when vitally diseased, it will 
produce an unsound crop. 



Treasury Minute. 

May 12, 1846. 

Wiite to Sir R. Routb, that their Lordships have been pleased to make 
the following temporary appointments to supply the place of Deputy-Assistant 
Commissary-General Mildmay and Commissariat Clerk Rolleston, who have been 
ordered on a particular service. 

Major Simmonds, whose pay and allowances will be the same as those previously 
authorized for Captain Perceval, Captain Pole, and Mr. Waller. 

Mr. George Dougan, who will receive 7s. 6rf. a-day as a Temporary Clerk. 

These gentlemen have been instructed to proceed without delay to Dublin, to 
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report themselves to Sir R. Routh, who will either employ them in the duties pre- 
viously executed by Messrs. Mildmay and Rollestou or make such other arrange- 
ment as may appear to him to be most conducive to the public interests. 

Write accordingly to Major Simmonds and Mi’. Dougan. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

WaUrford, May 12, 1846. 

Since I had the honour of addressing you last, the counties in my 
district have, without exception, been tranquil, nor is there any apprehension 
entertained of any immediate disturbance. The planting of the farmer’s 
potatoes, the sowing of oats, and other predial occupations of the season have 
given considerable employment to the agricultural labourers. The Relief 
Committees have created work of some kmd, though not always very useful, 
for the vagrants ; the disowned, the feeble, and aged, the helpless and sick are 
in the poor-houses, and the corporations have chalked out some kind of employ- 
ment for the mechanics, who for a while were very much distressed. All those 
classes appear just now provided through these resources with the means of 
obtaining cheap food by aid of the large importations of Indian corn weekly 
made at this port, and thence circulated through the interior ; and my im- 
pression is, that the present month in this disti-ict will pass off without any 
change in this improved state of things. The county of Wexford continues to 
supply this city with potatoes daily at the usual price of 5d., 6d., and Id. per 
stone, according to quality. 

I have just returned from Clonmel, where I have very satisfactorily com- 
pleted forming a depot of oatmeal and Indian meal, so that in tliis district we are 
quite prepared for the demand on our supplies whenever they shall be required. 
The crisis may, however, not come so soon as w'as expected in tliis neighbour- 
hood, for the crowd of idlers in search of work who choked om* streets all 
March and part of April, have mostly disappeared, and so great is the move- 
ment on the quay, what with exports and imports, that the corn porters last 
week struck w'ork for increased w’ages; they w’ere receding 2^. Sd. per day, 
with 4d. for whiskey, and they demanded 45-., refusing to work for less. 

The farmer is generally planting potatoes where he can get seed, and it is 
calculated that he will put in two-thii’ds of his usual supply, whilst the cottier 
and con-acre tenant will scarcely crop any at all, and these will mostly be left 
without their usual family provision next year. The ground which this de- 
ficiency leaves disposable is being mostly so-wn with oats, which requiring no 
manure, this ai’ticle is selling, or rather to be had, for one-third of its usual 
price. The wheat and grass-fields are looking well, and the potato-seed is 
promising fertility so far, nor does it seem to have rotted in the ground; but 
may there not be some apprehension of the failure declaring itself during tiie 
growth of the young tubers, where there has existed any inherent disease in 
the seed. I have often planted defective seeds of different kinds ; for instance, 
the tamarind-seed which has been subjected to the action of fire ; and the 
mustard-seed the pungency of wdiicli has been extracted by gastric juice, and I 
have found that not having lost their vitality, they w'ould at first germinate freely, 
but invariably die away. May we expect any analogy between this result and 
that of the diseased potato-seed. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Route. 

TreasuTy, May 14, 1846. 

You will see from the accompanying copy of letters which I have ex- 
changed with Messrs. Baring this morning, that the six cargoes of Indian com 
purchased in this country will be ordered to the d^tinations pointed out in 
your letter to me of the I'lth instant, that is — - 
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Two to Limerick, including the one from Terceira. 

Two to Cork. 

One to Dublin, and 
One to Galway. 

You will also observe from Messrs. Barings’ letter, that besides the 150 
tor^ of Indian corn sent from Liverpool to Sligo, an eq^ual quantity is waiting 
your disposal at Liverpool. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, May 14, 1S46. 

I HATE received an account this morning of an unfortunate accident to 
the machinei'y of the Waterwitch,” which will prevent her continuing in our 
service, which is much to be regretted, as she was the most efficient of all our 
means of transport. The “ Rhadamanthus ” is still here taking in the depot of 
the 41st regiment for Liverpool, from whence she is to take the 93rd depdt to 
Cork ; she will hardly arrive at Cork before the ‘25th. 

The “ Stromboli ” also is here on the requisition of Sir Edward Blakeney to 
remain here in case she should be required to transport troops. 

Thus our three most efficient steamers are hors de combat for the present, and 
I have thought it proper to su^end for a short time the reduction of our 
prices, but I trust it will not at the furthest be delayed beyond the 1st of June. 
We shall watch the event. 



Mr. Trevelyan, to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, May 15, 1846. 

With regard to the price at which our oatmeal is to be sold in the 
distressed localities, I continue to be of opinion that the price of our oatmeal 
ought to be regulated at each place solely with reference to the market price 
of oatmeal at the same place, and that the selling price of the Indian corn 
held by us should in like manner depend upon the selling price of Indian 
corn ; or, in other words, that we should sell our article as much below the 
same article held on private account as may be warranted by circumstances, 
taking care never to go beyond the necessities of the case, all which will 
require a sound judgment and much delicate management.” 



Sir R,. Routh to BIr. Trevelyan. 



The Castle, Dublin, May 16, 1846. 

You will see our means of transport at Cork have been sadly crippled 
The ‘‘ Croco^le” has been ordered to Plymouth, and the “Porcupine” is taken 
for the admiral’s flag ; the “ Rhadamantlius ” is going to Liverpool, and the 
“ btromboli is stationed at Dublin, for the transport of ti-oops, in case it should 
be required; and to finish our disasters, the “Waterwitch” has broken down 
and must go to England to repair her machinery. 

The Dublin and Cork Steam Company have another steamer now under 
repair, and nearly finished, the « Jupiter,” for wHch Mr. Hewetson is applvinff 
and i expect an answer on Monday. ^ ®’ 

loss^^ purser, has been ordered away from Cork, which is also a 

I observe your order for the cargoes : — 



Tw’o to Limerick, including the one from Terceira. 
Two to Cork. 

One to Dublin. 

One to Galway. 

I think if you have occasion to write to Messrs. Baring again, 
the cargo intended for Dublin to be added to those intended 
aree lor Cork, and none for Dublin, as the regular w'eeklv 
Cork wUl bring it up in meal from that port to Dublin. 



I should prefer 
for Cork, say, 
steamers from 
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I will consider of the 150 tons still at Liverpool, and advise you on Monday. 

After some further communication with Mr. Coffin, explanatory of my 
reasons for reducing the price of our Indian corn meal, I am glad to say we 
all agree on the point, and I have finally decided on the morning of the 20th 
instant, for reducing our rate to 10/. per ton. 

If you see no objection to my proposal with regard to tlie oatmeal, I am 
desirous of fixing the price at 15/. per ton. 

Mr. Coffin having applied to me for my views of the system of distribution 
to the Relief Committees, so that we might act on one princijile, I send you 
copy of my note to him, most of these Committees being anxious to throw 
themselves entirely on our depots for periodical issues, without continuing any 
exertion on their own behalf. 

We have now our coast guard tolerably well organized, with power to 
increase our stations ; and I must now prepare to put forth our constabulary 
means, to send in certain directions small supplies for sale into the interior. 

Of this I shall report progress hereafter, and I should wisli to delay any new 
report to the Treasury until 1st June. I shall then see my way more clearly. 
Tliere is a difficulty in choosing these stations, and to fix on the best and the 
safest spots, and those most req^uiring our aid. It requires consideration. 



Enclosure. 

Sir R, Rooth to Commissary-General Pine Coffin. 

The Castle, Dublin, May 15, 1846. 

I HAVE your note of the 14th, and I sit down quietly to write to you, which I have very 
rarely an opportunity of doing. I believe in about 10 days we shall have an immense demand 
upon us, but its real extent, and tbe localities from whence it will proceed, are now veiy un- 
certain. 

As for a rule of distribution, it is difficult to suggest any. It is easier to say what ought not 
to be done than what ought to be done. 

For instance, I would consent to no periodical supply, which would destroy our character as 
an auxiliary. Our object would be rather to watch the opportunil.y when prices are high and 
on the inci'ease, and throw in an opportune supply that may affect those prices and reduce them 
to a fair and moderate standard. Our place, if we can inaintain it, is to keep a supremacy over 
the markets and regulate the prices of tlie dealers, and yet to abstain from such violent inter- 
ference as would injure the interests of the fair trader. 

I never contemplated the ad lihitum supply of the Committees. I presume it will be possible, 
in most instances, to make inquiry into the real state of a case, granting a provisional supply 
whilst that inquiry is in progress, distinguishing between the usual scarcity experienced at this 
season of the year and the extraordinary dearth felt at this period ; and accorffing to the result 
of those inquiries to be guided in your distribution, which should not be periodical, but granted 
to assist their own exertions in their own behalf, each issue being single in itself and dependent 
on the merits and truth of each separate representation. 

Without this precaution we should have the whole country upon us, and we should alarm 
all private enterprises, and bring about the very effect we are anxious to prevent. 

In following out tbb principle you may require to make a large issue in a single locality; 
but, if made with judgment, and still retaining the power to repeat it, the effect would restore 
the wholesome state of the markets with moderate prices and comparative abundance. 

I should be glad to hear from you if you have anything to propose in our distributions to 
Committees. We ere travelling a new road, and you may perceive something 1 have not ob- 
served ; and I should feel really indebted to you for your suggestions, which you are so well 
able to afford, for it is a joint object with us all to obtain success by the best and shortest route. 



Sir R Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, May 18, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a memorandum 
herewith of my current expenses in account with their Lordships up to tbe 18th 
instant, leaving a balance of 3384/. 65 . 6t/. to my credit, on which I have an out- 
standing demand of Assistant Commissary-General Stevens’ Bill for 22a7/. 10^., 
accepted and due on the 26th instant, and also a sum of 2510/. to the Com- 
missioners of Public Works, undrawn. 

I request their Lordships’ attention to this statement of my account, and to my 
application for a further remittance. 

I hope in the ensuing month to he able to apply the receipts for the sale of 
Indian corn meal to many of the payments I am required- to make. 
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Enclosure. 

Memorandum of Account Current between the Lords Commissionei's of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury and Commissary- General Sir R. Routh, at Dublin, from the 2nd to the 
ISth May, 1846. 



‘ £. s. d. 

May 2 to IS. Amount issued in Donations to Relief Committees . . , 9,255 0 0 

Imprest for service at Waterford. ........ 50 0 0 

Travelling Expenses, as per contract 60 4 11 

Pay issued to subordinate persons 8 2 6 

Pay of Clerks, Relief Commission 113 0 0 

Imprests on account of Travelling Expenses .... 15 0 0 

Balance 3,384 6 6 



Total . . . 12,885 13 11 



• £. s. d. 

May 2. Balance rendered in my Letter 135 2,825 9 0 

5. Paymaster-General for Travelling Expenses ..... 60 4 11 

6. Paymaster of Civil Services, Dublin 10,000 0 0 



Total . . . 12,885 13 11 



In addition to tbe current expenses of tbe service, a bill has been accepted for 2287Z. 10.i., in pay- 
ment for 150 tons of oatraal, coming due on the 26th instant; and the sum of 2510/., at the order of 
the Commissioners of Public Works, undrawn. 



Dublin, 18/4 May, 1846. 



R. J. Routh, Commissary- General. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

May 19, 1846. 

Direct the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland to transfer a further sum 
^ 5000/. from Civil Contingencies to the account of Commissary-General Sir 
R Routh, at the Bank of Ireland, and .state that a credit has been given to him to 
that amount. ® 

Acquaint Sir R. Routh, and state that their Lordships have not directed a larger 
transfer to be made to his account, in the expectation that funds will shortly become 
available from the sales of Indian corn. 



Captain. Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 



Banagher, May 18, 1846. 

The first feeling of the Banagher Committee, on obtaining freedom of 
action from Lord Rosse, was a sensibility of their own responsibility. In the 
su^ected approach of urgent distress they are compelled, in their turn, to per- 
ceive the caution and the prudence which Government, in the first instance 
knew was necessary in meddling with the people’s subsistence. They, in fact 
arem^t on the obligation of making the people who require food auxiliary 
to thmr endeavour to give it to them, just as Government before had pointed 
out, that they, as th^e wealthier classes, were bound to come forward in purse 
and effort in aid of the State. • ^ 



of Government system; a ti-ansfer of 
responsibility from the distant power to the practical, co-operating local influ- 
ences most intimately interested and most beneficially concerned. 

The Banagher Comimttee is already intent on hiding its power, and con- 
able-bodied poor, just as the State was 
at hrst careful not to attract general notice to the formation of its depots. They 
are dealmg at present only with their own funds, and they dread what Burke 
ioresaw, the consequences of even the attempt to feed the poor. They have 
lately received one ton from me. As a beginning of their duties they issued 
one-hall ol it m relievmg gratuitously certain cases of nearly total destitution • 

■ ^ f ct who, ^ the workhouse in Birr were full, would come fairly under 

the fourth clause of the fourth para^aph of the printed instructions to Com- 
imttees. .Mready they have found (hsappointment in their labours : they find 
they have been deceived. Though a ticket ^stem was resorted to, they dis- 
cover that their bounty has been bestowed upon a number of objects whose 
position or whcfte character render them improper objects for public support. 
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A new system is to be adopted, the working of which it will be my business to 
observe. 

The accounts which I receive of the reception of the meal, hereabouts, as 
food, are very encouraging as to the future popularity of Indian com. The 
account the poor give of it is, that, after a day’s labour, they go to rest with 
more strength about them than they used under any other food ; that it expands 
the stomach more peimanently than potato diet, yet less oppressively; and 
that about the third day after its use, they discover, in increased energy, that 
they have been using a new article of nourishment. 

The poorer sort, speaking of the poorest, know not how they will live until 
next crop. The always half destitute are already suffering much. 

Field occupations engage the population, and will engage them until the first 
week in June. The weather, for a fortnight, has been very fine. 

I received notice yesterday from Commissary-General Coffin, that the period 
for more liberal issues is now come to Committees regularly constituted and 
recognised. 

The presence of the Government stores here, and the partial issues making, 
are still recognised by the poor as of great value to them in the market 

Yesterday I gave three tons to a clergyman in Tipperaiy, who represents the 
conduct of dealers in that county to be most detrimental to the poor. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, May 21, 1846. 

We are issuing rather largely, and we shall have a severe pressure all 
June and the greater part of July, when it will slacken. The potatoes planted 
this year may, upon an average, be considered half a crop, though not uni- 
vers^ly so, being, in some localities, much less, barely a third. 

Though a great immediate evil, the loss of the potato, as a national food, will 
be a greater ultimate good. 

There is a great interest excited here about the fate of the Bill now with 
the House of Peers, as, if it should be lost, everything here will experience a 
fearful rise of price. 

I add a copy of a note from the Coast-Guard officer at Clifden, to give you 
some idea of the good that the Indian com meal is doing in that neighbourhood, 
where there is no workhouse in the Union. I could send you many other 
letters in the same sense. Potatoes are selling on that coast at 19«. 4d. per 
peck of 32 stone, and very scarce. We continue to replenish all these Coast- 
Guard-stations as they req^uire it. 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Helpman to Sir James Dombrain. 

Clifden, May 19, 18^6. 

I BEG to inform you that I have just returned from Claggan, where the last supply of 
meal is expended, and where the scene and demand are most distressing. It was not the dearth 
of provision, but the total want. Each person brought their small sum ; many from long dis- 
tances; who, when the store was expended, were in tears for the want of food; which statement 
I beg to lay before you, not from report, but from my own observation. I cannot in too high 
terms speak of the officers and men under my command for the kind manner they have acted 
in this distressing time. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, May 21, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
which I have addressed to Colonel M'Gregor, the Inspector-General of the Con- 
stabulary, so as to establish the plan of co-operation which may become necessary on 
his part for the forwarding of supplies to the several distressed districts in the in- 
terior during the pressure of the summer months. 
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Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Sir R. Roura to the Inspector-General of the Irish Constabulary 
Force. 

Duilin Castle, May 20, 1846. 

The moment is now arriving when it will become necessary to forn'ard the Indian corn 
meal into the interior as a cheap food for the use of those localities where distress may be 
prevailing, or where the high price of provisions may place their purchase out of the reach of 
the poor; and I solicit your assistance to accomplish this object, when other arrangements 
fail, through the medium of the constabulary. 

I believe I am right in understanding that the existing regulations prevent the detachment 
of the constabulary on any duty for more than five days from the county to which it belongs. 

In most instances the Relief Committees mil continue to send to the depots their own means 
of conveyance, which is the course in which I intend to persevere ; but, where this is not 
practicable, either from the position of the locality, the absence of a Relief Committee, or the 
danger to be apprehended in the conveyance of the supply, I am anxious to secure your co- 
operation, to be limited to the absolute necessity of each case. 

In order to prepare for this emergency, I wish to obtain your authority to the county 
inspectors to appoint a constable to take charge of these supplies, with the usual order for the 
escort to the place of consignment, where one or both of these demands shall be indispensable. 

In contemplating only the sale of the Indian com meal, the custody and accountability will 
remain with the constabulary, who will retail it in small quantifies at low prices ; and if the 
constable in charge, as belonging to another station, must he relieved, I request your authority 
to the county inspector to appoint another to this duty, according to your regulations, who wiU 
be entitled to the daily pay of 2s. &d. per diem. 

A room might be selected in the immediate neighbourhood of the police, and under their 
surveillance, for the custody of the meal, for which a moderate rent could be paid. 

A simple form of account, printed, with instructions, will be furnished to the constable, to 

enable him to account for the stores in his charge, and note down the proceeds of their sale. 

I shall take care to send an officer from time to time to collect the sums, so as to relieve the 
constabulary as much as possible from this responsibility; but, as these visits can only be 
periodical, it may be desirable that the money should be lodged with the inspector, or sub- 

inspector, waiting the arrival of the officer to receive it. 

If it should be necessary to distribute the meal as payment for labour, under the directions of 
a Relief ^mmittee, in the ^nse of the 7th and 10th Rules of the Instructions to Rural Com- 
mittees, the constable will still retain the custody and accountability, and enter the issues and 
receipts in the printed account, notwithstanding that the Relief Committee may be required to 
sanction the course of the proceedings. ^ 

I trust we shall be able to continue the issue of these provisions through the Relief Com- 
mittees, without the necessity of resorting to these extraordinary measures ; but I have thought 
It proper to submit them, in case the emergency should force them upon us, and that the 
service might not be unprovided. 

It IS probable that a.t Limerick, at Galway, and at Sligo, there may be some fresh arrival 
ot supplies from sea; m which <^e a temporary increase to the establishment may be requisite. 
May i request of you to authonse the county inspector to attach this extra assistance tempo- 
ranly to ±e Department, as lon^ as it may be necessary, and which wdl not exceed an 
addiuonal constable, with the usual allowance of 2s. 6d. per diem. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

May 22, 1846. 

Write to Sir R Rodth, that their Lordships entirely approve of the communi- 
cation which he has made to Lieutenant-Colonel M'Gregor on this subject 



Sir R. Rooth to Mr, Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Suhlin, May 21, 1846. 

I HAVE the hoiwur to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords C™s^oners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the annexed 
copy of a letter from Assistant Commissary-General Stevens, at Sligo, signifying 
to me the demand made by the Collector of the Customs for th? parent of 
duties on the cargo of Indian corn shipped on the " John and Henry,” by Messrs 
Barmg Brothers, from Livemool to that port, and I request you do me the 
honour to move their Lordships Board to cause the necessary instructions to be 
transmitted through the Commissioners of Customs, so as to relieve Mr Stevens 
from this application. 

I have written to Commissary-General Hewetson to direct 1000 sacks to be 
forwarded to Sligo. 
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Tkeasuet Minote on the above. 

May 22, 1846. 

The Assistant Secretary reports to the Board that he has made the necessai-v 
commmucation to the Chairman of the Board of Customs on the subject of 
the remission of the duty on the cargo of the " John and Henry ” 

Acquaint Sir R. Eouth. 



Commissary-General Hewetsox to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, May 2% 1846. 

I HAVE now forty Relief Committees to correspond with, and attend to 
their wants, besides Coast-Guards, exclusive of the constant work of landino", 
shipping, and looking after my millers, upon which latter I am obliged to keSp 
a stringent hand. I am rewarded for ^1 my labour by finding everything 
going well ; and people, as far as they can be in this country, satisfied "with 
our efforts, which they now appreciate. 



Treasury Minute. 

May 22, 1846. 

The Assistant Secretary lays before the Board five letters which he has 
received from Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co., on the subject of the purchase 
in this country of six cargoes of Indian corn, besides a further quantity, amount- 
ing to 1200 tons, to be procured at Liverpool, according to arrangements made 
with Messrs. Baring, pursuant to their Lordships’ directions, for the purpose of 
supporting the operations for the relief of the people suffering from scarcity in 
Ireland. ^ 

Transmit copy of this Minute and the Papers, and also Messrs. Baring’s letters 
of the 16th and 20th March last, relative to the pm'chase of oatmeal at Liver- 
pool, numbered 5465 and 5466, to the Commissioners of Audit, for their in- 
formation in the examination of the Accounts, and desire that they will here- 
after return the original documents to this Board w’hen done with. 



Sir R. Route to Mr, Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, May 23, 1346. 

The Treasury might as well have sent an imprest of 10,000/. You 
count too soon on the returns of money from the sales of meal. It is sold in 
much detail, and it takes time to bring the proceeds from the remote stations of 
the Coast Guard. Mr. Coffin’s receipts to the 15th instant, amount to 750/., of 
which only 100/. ai'e from the Coast Guard, and our receipts are only bcgin- 
ning. 

You will understand that all our depots are open, except Westport and Sligo, 
which open on the 1st Jmie, and at 1 0/. Indian corn meal, and 15/. oatmeal, but 
the people here cannot afford to pay the expensive package of the latter. 

Mr. Lister goes to-morrow to Mullingar and Longford. I shall have to 
d^atch a constable to sell on retail at Mohill immediately, and only wait Mr. 
Lister’s return. 

The barony of Corrau and Coolavin, will next require our aid in couniy 
Sligo. 

Lough Corrib and the barony of Kilmaine. county Mayo, are now being looked 
after, so that you see the three depots of Westport, Sligo, and Longibrd, will 
become usefully employed. Sligo will he the depot from whence Donegal must 
also be supplied. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, May 25, 1846. 

IjOCAL Committees are still forming, and applications for supplies coming 
from those in operation. Private individuals u’bo bare tenantiy are requesting 
supplies, and that is a new feature in this service; they ground their applica- 
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tioEs upon their having taken their tenantry, independently of any Committee, 
under their own care, intending to bring them through the summer. I perceive, 
by the instructions, that such a system is recognized, which opens a wide portal. 
Indian meal at 10/. a-ton is a great attraction to the gentry, who Irequently 
pay a portion of their tenants’ wages in food. 

The Banagher Committee have gradually shrunk from their first loose prin- 
ciples of relief, and on the church gates yesterday their secretary affixed a notice 
that gratuitous giving forth of meal was at an end ; that in future real objects of 
distress possessing tickets could purchase the meal on two days of the week in 
small quantities at the low rate of li\ a-stone. The poor, who have been fed for 
ten days, confirming Burke’s principles, are sulky at such an exercise of power ! 



Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

May 25, 184G. 

For the last week or ten days I have had such full employment in the 
office that I have not had much time either to think or write consecutively, and 
have also been much confined to the house. I often am not ofi" till 6 or 7, com- 
mencing at 10, or even before, but this is owing to my having to think out all 
the details of the work, which, when once familiar, will be done unpremediLatedly, 
and will take up less time. The regular and precise mode of keeping the accounts 
of the department pleases my organ of order, but it requires practice to be quite 
au-fait at all the minutiae. I have a very zealous, respectable, and upright yoving 
man, as my clerk, who, however, not having been accustomed to this kind of \vork, 
is not much more acquainted with it than myself ; but it will be a capital breaking 
in for him for any future charge analogous to the present. 

The accounts of distress in the neighbouring districts begin to be more ui’gent. 
From Halinrobe I saw a letter to Mr. Hildebrand from the Chairman of the Relief 
Committee, describing the want of the people there as great. I had a pressing 
letter from the officer at Achill asking for additional supplies. Another to-day 
from Clifden, where meal has already been distributed. At Belmullet they are 
also about to receive more, and I have orders to ship for Kelleries, as soon as the 
revenue cutters return from their last trips. Hitherto, I have sent none by 
inland carriage anywhere ; and, I much fear, from the very ricketty state of the 
casks, that they will not bear the shaking, for only going down to the quay from 
the house I find many of the hoops burst, they are so dry and brittle, and have lost 
all binding power. We have a cooper by the boat, who repairs any cask on the 
spot that £as suffered, so that they are each delivered sound on board the “ hooker” 
or lighter. 

Before I was fully aware of the weak state of the barrels I shipped several 
sacks of meal, which I am sorry for now, as they would have borne the land 
carriage well, but I have resolved to reserve the remainder for this purpose, and if 
I find it necessary, shall shift the meal from the barrels into sacks. 

Some of the sacks are not over well made ; they burst at the seam ; but what 
rough usage they may have met with on board ship, or rather in shipment and 
transhipment, I do not know. 

In my walk this evening I was sorry to hear several complaints of the failure of 
the seed-potato in the ground. The poor fellows hear it very patiently ; they 
seem to take it as a judgment from God for their sins. I had heard that the 
sabbath was not well observed, so I asked one if that was the case, when he said, 
“ I don’t say that, your honour, for we shouldn’t work on Sunday tor the fear of 
“ man, let alone the fear of God; hut if we don’t work, w’e swear and blaspheme 
“ on the sabbath, and that’s worse.” Another said, " Its the wrath of God, Sir, 
“ for the sins of the people that’s on the land.” Another, “ The curse of God is 
“ on the land, and no wonder.” Another poor fellow said to me as I came home, 
“ If the next crop fails us, it will be the end of the world witK us.” 

I saw Mr. Gilden, at Newport, yesterday ; he tells me the people there are 
delighted with the meal ; they consider it the best they have ever tasted (they had 
some a few years ago), and they prefer it to oatmeal, finding it go farther; he 
tells me they now no longer demand higher wages, as they say they can afford to 
live very well with their present pay througli the cheapness of the meal. 

It seems that a miller at that place speculated in the early part of the winter 
and bought 10 tons of it, unknown to anybody, which, since the Government issue 
there, it has come to light, and he is now selling it at the same price as ours. 
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The price of potatoes fell Itf. a stone in the market there yesterday, which Mr. 
G. attributed to the presence of “ Peel’s brimstone.” 

It is considered that in future much of it will be regularly imported, which the 
people will buy in exchange for their oats, &c., as they prefer it to them. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, May 26, 1846. 

I HAVE the pleasure of sending you copy of a letter I have received this 
morning from Messrs. Baring, and of my reply. 

As it appeared from a recent letter from Messrs. Baring, that of the six car- 
goes of Indian corn which have been ordered in addition to the 1200 tons at 
Liverpool, only five had been actually purchased, and as this cargo had actually 
andved at Cork, I thought it better to purchase it ; but it is not intended to 
make any further purchases unless circumstances should render it absolutely 
necessary. 

I leave you to write to Mr. Coffin on the subject of this cargo. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Captain Perceval. 

Treasury, May 26, 1846. 

The question of providing seed potatoes has been considered on several 
occasions since a scarcity was first apprehended, but the conclusion come to has 
always been, that the general interest would be best promoted by the Govern- 
ment not interfering in a direct manner with this branch of the subject. 

The proportion of seed required (about a ton an acre) is so great, as to render 
it hopeless for the Government to do anytliing effectual to^vards providing for 
the wants of the country in this respect, wliile, besides the feai-ful responsibility 
of undertaking such a task, the general knowledge that the Government had 
undertaken it, would relax the efforts of the people (the only sure reliance in 
this case) to preserve or procure the necessary stock. 

Indirectly the Government has assisted, I hope with good effect ; for the same 
arrangements which place a supply of meal at the disi^osal of the people, enable 
them to preserve for seed, potatoes they might otherwise have to consume as 
food. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

TJie Castle, Dublin, May 28, 1S46. 

I BELIEVE in ordinary years, from that con-acre system, there is no such 
thing literally as wages ; labour is an affair of barter which these people 
are oblio-ed to give to the farmer as part payment of their holding, and when 
they have accomplished this, if the season is a good one, and they have plenty 
of potatoes, they do not care about labour at all, and often refuse employment 
if offered to them. This life of indolence is enough to demoralize any nation. 

I am dispatching to-morrow my supplies to Tullamore to relieve a little 
the run on the Limerick depot. About 25 tons wQl go to-morrow, and we 
shall keep on the shipments. I must send a constable in charge, but if Major 
Wainwright were here, I should make it a more considerable depot 



Treasury Minute. 

May 29, 1846. 

Mv Lords have before them three letters, dated respectivdy Ap^ 21st, 
April 29th, and May 6th last, and extract of a fourth 

dressed to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co., by their agent r. . . » 

of Boston, in the United States, containing explanations of himself and Messrs. 
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Grinnell, Minturn, and Co., on the points connected with the recent purchases 
of Indian corn and meal on account of the Government, on which explanations 
had heen required ; and a Book of Particulars on the same subject which has been 
furnished by Messrs. Baring. 

Transmit the papers in question, with the book of particulars regarding the 
purchases therein adverted to, to the Commissioners of Audit, and desire that 
they will, after carefully considering them, report to this Board their opinion 
whether any further inquiries or explanations are necessary in the matters to 
which they relate. 

State that my Lords deferred making separate communications to Messrs. 
Baring Brothers and Co., relative to the portions of the cargoes of the “ Rainbow” 
and “ Winnipiac,” which bad become damaged from heating, to which allusion is 
made in their (the Auditors’) reports of the 23rd April and 1st May last, 
until the observations of the shippers regarding losses from a similar cause in the 
cargo of the “ Atlas” had been received and considered. 

For tbe Auditors’ further information transmit to them copy of a minute of 
this Board of the 7th April last, founded on their report of the 1st of that 
month ; and in the event of their being of opinion that the transactions, or any of 
them, connected with the supply and delivery of Indian corn and meal for the 
service in Ireland, for which payment has been made, from time to time, by their 
Lordships’ directions, "on account,” to enable Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co. 
to meet drafts upon them, are not open to further question, their Lordships would 
wish to be informed thereof, in orner that such payments may be deemed to be 
final, and that notifications to that effect may be made to Messrs. Baring 
Brothers and Co. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

lAmenck, May 29, 1846. 

I have scarcely had a moment’s respite from the eager demands for meal 
pouring in upon me from all quarters ; the sudden reduction of price, accom- 
panied by an intimation that the previous restriction on the extent of the issues 
was taken off, has brought this pressure upon us all at once ; and it being, as 
you may suppose, attended by all sorts of irregularities and misconceptions on 
the pait of the committees, whom it is very necessary to bring into some degree 
of order before the business proceed further, I have been incessantly occupied in 
talking or writing on this subject during the past week. It is a sort of era in 
our progress, which I want to make the subject of a separate letter to you, but 
I cannot sufficiently collect my thoughts for the purpose until this burst of 
applications subsides a little ; but in the meanwhile it will be satisfactory to you 
to know that our prospects are, on the whole, more cheering than they were 
last month. The early potato crops are promising ; there is a good deal of 
employment ; prices are falling ; and the people of all classes seem to be satis- 
fied with oip airangements in their behalf, and wdth the prospect of getting 
through this crisis. Some exceptions there are, of course, as to particular 
localities, hut they are not numerous. We have, however, a long season before 
us, and must expect many difficulties yet to arise. 



Sir R, Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dvblin Castle, May 30, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of my 
account current from the 1st to the 30th April ultimo, with the statement of 
balance ; and to acquaint you that the accounts for this period have been this day 
forwarded to the Commissioners of Audit. ^ 
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Enclosure. 

Statement of the Balance of Coramisaary-General Sir R. J. RoutHj in Account Current 
•with the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, from the 
1st of April to the 30th April, 1846. 



. Total Sterling. 

£. s. d. 

Myself, at Dublin 5,334 19 6 

CommiBsaTy-General Hewetson, Cork . . . 3,680 19 5 

Commissary-General Coffin, Limerick . . . 8,650 9 1 

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, "Waterford. . 4,157 7 11 

Deputy Commissary-General Kearney, Westport . 0 15 5 

Assistant Commissary-General Stevens, Sligo . . 213 11 4 

Assistant Commissary-General Wood, Galway . . 185 1 H 

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General CampiDell, Longford 124 2 9 

Alfred Waller, Dundalk 39 1 2 

In transit from Dublin to Cork, 29th April, to Commis- 
sary-General Hewetson ..... 120 0 0 



£18,106 8 6 



DvMin, 30tk April, 1846. 



R. J. Routh, 

CommissaTy- General. 



The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in .Account with 
Commissary- General Sir R. J. Routh, for a Particular Service in Ireland, from the 1st to 
the 30th April, 1846. 



Sums paid during the month by — 

Myself at Dublin 

C. G. Hewetson, Cork . 

C. G. Coffin, Limerick . 

D. C. G. Dobree, Waterford . 

D. C. G. Kearney, Westport . 

A, C. G. Stevens, Sligo . . 

A. C. G. Wood, Gtdway 

D. A. C. G. Campbell, Longford 
Alfred Waller, Dundalk. 

? 

To Balance carried to next account 



£. s. d. £. e. d. 
16,864 4 4 
1,970 16 10 
1,277 14 3 
1,033 7 3 
97 7 6 
55 10 2 
85 10 2 
18 2 5 
232 7 6 

21,635 0 5 

18,106 8 6 



£39,741 8 11 



By Balance brought from last Account . 

Deduct sum in transit from Dublin to Cork, 31stMarch 

Sums received in the month by— 

Myself in Dublin ..... 
C. G. Hewetson, Cork .... 
In transit to Cork ..... 

C. G. Coffin, Limerick .... 

D. C. G. Dobree, Waterford . . 

D. C. G. Kearney, Westport . 

A C. G. Stevens. Sligo . . • ■ 

A. C. G. Wood, Galway .... 
D. A. C. G. Campbell, Longford 
Alfred Waller, Dundalk . . . . 



3,344 1 7 
75 0 0 

3,269 1 7 

20,540 7 0 
4,627 II 5 
120 0 0 
4,764 8 3 
5,710 12 3 
48 17 9 
46 4 9 
200 12 1 
142 5 2 
271 8 8 

36,472 7 4 



£39,741 8 11 



Dublin, SOth April, 1846. 



R. J. Route, C. G- 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, DuhUn, May 30, 1846. 

I THINK it yrould be better to suspend tlie gi-inding of the oatmeal at 
Deptford. We are more likely to want Indian corn than oatmeaL - The price 
is one-third less, and the Irish have discovered that they can work on the 
Indian corn better than on any other food. 

There is a little uncertainty about the demand for supplies after a given 
period. There is a great run now on all the magazines^iithongh less in com- 
parison on Dublin than I expected, but this is increasing. It is better to have a 
little more than we may requii’e than less. I think it will be p:mdent, there- 
fore, to purchase the 1,200 tons originally proposed at Liverpool in addition to 
the cargoes advised, and to send these 1,200 tons to Cork. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury^ June 1, 1846. 

As only about two and a half months’ work now remains to be done, 
as the principal part of our operations is completed, I am unwilling to 
send more officers from this country, unless it should be really necessary 
to do so, and I shall therefore await the receipt of a further communication 
from you before anything is finally settled about Major Wainwright. 

You will see by my official letter that directions have been given about 
the oatmeal at Deptford, as requested by you, and I have written to Mr. 
Meek to ask him for a statement of the cost, including grinding. 

I will write to Messrs. Baring to-morrow to complete the 1,200 tons, and send 
the remainder of it to Cork. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Comptroller of Victualling. 

Treasury, June 1, 1846 

Having now received an answ'er to my letter to Sir R. Routh, I am 
able to say with confidence that the extra grinding of oatmeal at Deptford for 
the relief in Ireland, may be entirely suspended, and I think it most probable 
that it will not require to be renewed, as far as this object is concerned. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, June 1, 1846. 

The Banagher depot, so long in possession of a cultivated privacy, is 
now the object of marked attention in King’s and Tipperary County. My May 
abstract of issues amounts to 54,880 lbs., consigned to local committees properly 
constituted and recognized, most of whom are using their own funds, unassisted 
at present by any grant from the Castle. The mode of issuing most generally 
pursued by committees is that of selling the meal a little below cost price to 
cases of destitution ; tickets are given to the parties allowed to purchase, and 
gratuitous issue has generally ceased, except in some peculiar cases of fearful want 
and inability combined. 

A few cases of small private issues to landlords who have taken on themselves 
the care of their own tenantry, unassisted by any local committee, have occurred. 
I am inclined to regard with apprehensive jealousy such cases, and invariably 
refer them for approval. A limited issue, however, in that spirit, will ■ reach 
many cases of what may be called respectable distress — the most painful ot all ; 
yet the character and judgment of the applicant for such support are well to be 
weighed, and doubtless are well weighed before approval of their claims. 

It has been my duty to listen to men of all descriptions upon the state of this 
country with reference to the subject of scarcity. l\Iore and more do my reflec- 
tions on their statements convince me that the poor of this land would now be 
subject to the heaviest penalty of aggravated prices, had not the measures adopted 
by a humane mother-country forestalled forestallers, and shamed the wealthy to 
an active industry and interest for the wellbeing of the lowest orders of the 
population. Men of character have affirmed that there is not more present dis- 
tress than there always is at this time of year (except perhaps in spots), but that 
it is brought more to view than ever it was ; — but men of all dispositions agree 
that were it not for the depots of Government food, advantage would have been 
taken of the apprehension of famine to fix upon the poor the costly efiects of a 
real one. 

Ordinary signs scarcely serve now for a judgment, for the markets are autho- 
ritatively subdued wherever the charity of the State has reached. But I find men 
of ease and consequence coming from long distances to organize their schemes of 
relief here — men who usually employ agente in those works which do not minister 
to their own pleasure in performance as well as in contemplation. I find clergy- 
men, of all persuasions, urged together into the same field of exertion to procure 
food for their unhappy flocks. I find the poor passive, only because they have 
heard of a barrier against starvation in the provision of the State, and the wealthy 
not anxious, only liecause they are not openly assailed hy the poor. 

The popularity of Indian corn meal increases vastly ; that which has been 
ground in Cork is preferred to that which is purchased in the general market. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSARIAT. 



147 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublm Castle, June I, 1846. 

Our issues last week at Limerick were somewhat more than 250 tons, 
and Mr. Hewetson has nearly 60 relief committees upon him, ; the other depots 
are getting into fire by degrees. You will see that we shall have an active busi- 
ness during the two next months, and I should say the worst part of it will be 
in three or four weel«, and after that I expect there will be a gradual improve- 
ment. This is, however, matter of opinion. Certainly, however, we must 
make active exertion to replenish our depots with Indian corn meal. I refer to 
my hurried note of Saturday about- the 1200 bushels for Cork. There should 
be no time lost, so as to allow us the means of grinding. The Coast-Guard issues 
are very large, and increasing upon us ; but it is a gratification in the midst of 
this laborious duty, to mark the success that is accompanying our operations. 

I requested that the oatmeal at Deptford might be sent to Waterford, but in 
looking over the returns this morning, I think it will be more desirable to 
consign it to Galway, for Waterford is so close to Cork that we can throw in a 
supply there at any time, and the demand is not so general or so urgent as at 
Galway. I hope this change will not be inconvenient to you. It is not that 
Waterford does not require a supply, but Galway wants it more. 

I think there is a greater object to be gained in sending Indian com meal 
than in sending oatmeal, and, as there is a choice, the cheaper article should 
have the preference .It is on these grounds that I ask for the former, and recom- 
mend the suspension of grinding the oatmeal at Deptford. Can you tell me the 
cost of the oatmeal from Deptford ? 



Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring. 

Treasury, June 2, 1846. 

1 have the pleasure of sending copies of some correspondence relating 
to the demurrage on the “ Harriet Rockwell” in this private form for your 
information. 

The Comtnissioners of Audit have been informed that it is not intended to 
raise any question as to the award which has been made by your House in 
the case. 

They have also been desired to report which of the accounts may be con- 
sidered as finally settled, in order that your House may be relieved from 
further responsibility as far as those accounts are concerned. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring. 

Treasury, June 2, 1846. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this day’s date, acquaint- 
ing me with your having purchased the cargo of the “ Concord” at Falmouth, 
and sent it to Limerick in substitution for the Terceira cargo, which has 
turned out ill. 

In taking this step, your Firm has acted quite in accordance with the inten- 
tions entertained hera 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 2, 1846. 

The purchase of the 1,200 tons at Liverpool shall be completed as soon 
as possible, and the quantity purchased sent to Cork. 

I have -written to the Admiralty to request that the destination of the remain- 
ing quantity of the Deptford oatmeal may be changed from Waterford to 
Galway. 

You mentioned in a recent letter that the demands upon the Dublin 
depot are less than had been expected, and if there is a greater pressure upon 
some depots than others, it is only what might have been anticipated. 

Under these circumstances, would it not be advisable, as we approach the 
limit of our responsibility, to provide for the deficiencies in some quarters from 
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the superabundance in others, so that when the new harvest comes in, the 
quantity of meal undisposed of may be as small as possible ? 

Any quantity of meal which might be safely subtracted from any of the 
depots might, I should think, be sent with sufficient expedition by sea, or by 
means of the canals, to any quarter in which it is likely to be required. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury^ June 3, 1846. 

Messrs. Baring will send me, in the course of the day, a summary of 
the transactions now in progress through their House, showing what ships have 
been ordered, to •what ports, and what their cargoes are; and, although it 
appears from your note received this morning, that this information has, as 
I had supposed, been already furnished to you, it may be useful to have it 
before you again at one point of view. 

Messrs. Baring iiifonn me that the bills of lading have been already sent to 
the Commissariat officers at the ports to which the several cargoes have been 
ordered. 

In my letter of yesterday, I alluded to the resource you might derive from 
the transfer of supplies from depots where they are less, to those where they 
are more required ; but neither this expedient, nor any amount of new pur- 
chases which it would be in the power of the Goverament to make, would 
meet the demand upon our depots, if the main cause of that demand be what I 
suppose it to be. 

Il I am not mistaken, you have alluded in several of your letters to a pledge 
which had been given, that the Government meal should be sold from the 1st 
of June, at 10/. per ton, or about a penny a pound, and if this is below the 
market price of Indian meal, and if, as I believe, it offers still greater advan- 
tages as compared with the market price of oatmeal, this alone is sufficient tp 
account for the great and pressing demand wloich has immediately followed the 
opening of our depots. 

Our first idea was, that the cost price should be charged for our meal, but 
the experience we acquired in the progress of our operations led to a modifica- 
tion of this view, and for a long time past, whenever I have been asked for an 
opinion as to the price which should be fixed for the sale of our meal, I have 
replied that it ought to be regulated by the market price — that it should be 
fixed from time to time a little below the market price, and that it should 
never be issued, even on these terms, except in cases of proved distress, and 
in which supplies of food cannot be obtained at a reasonable price in the 
market. ^ 

If this view of the subject be, in the main, correct, the course to he steered 
to the vessel safely into port is sufficiently obvious. In those quarters 
in which distress is not of a pressing nature, we cannot too soon begin to raise 
our pnees nearer to a level mth the market price, and if that price be reason- 
able, quite to a level with it ; and, speaking more generally, we should so shape 
our proceedings as to make our stock of food last during the remaining period 
01 pressure, and as nearly as possible, and taking care to keep on the safe side, 
not more than last. 

The great extent to which works have been undertaken on public and private 
account mcluffing those set on by the Board of Works expressly with a view 
to relief, the favourable prospects of the next harvest, induce me to hope 
that we shall be able to wind up this anomalous, but necessary undertaking 
With peater ea^, and in a more satisfactory manner than could reasonably 
have been, piticipated ; and, I may add, from information which Messrs. Barino- 
have lurmshed me, confirmed from other quarters, that such laree quantities of 
Indian corn have been ordered from various of the world, that the mer- 
chants are beginning to be seriously alarmed ; and when all these cargoes have 
pnved, m the course of this and the follo'wing month, the scarcity is likely to 
be turned into abundance. ^ 

I trust that e^ry necessary precaution is taken to ensure prompt payment 
Irom the Relief Committees and other parties to whom issues of Indian com are 
made, and that the insti-uctions ^‘that supplies of food should.be furnished to 
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]‘i Boavds or Committees only upon actual payment of the cost price in 

" ready rnoney" are acted upon in every possible case. 

P .S. I send lierewith Messrs. Baring’s return of the present state of their 
aiTangements in regard to the English purchases, which I have received since 
writing the above. 

Besides the quantities mentioned in the return, reiterated instructions have 
been sent to Livei-pool to purchase and send to Cork the remainder of the 
1,200 tons, which remainder amounts to upwards of 900 tons. 

You will not understand the observations in the preceding part of tliis letter, 
as intended to fetter your discretion in the adaptation of your measures, under the 
authority of the Lord Lieutenant, to what you know to be the actual circum- 
stances of the case ; and still less is it intended to imply that any part of your 
management has been defective. The prudence and ability with which you 
have acquitted yourself imder the very difficult circumstances of your charge, 
are fully appreciated, and will, I have no doubt, be hereafter fully acknow- 
ledged- My sole object is to do as I have done throughout — to assist you to 
the best of my ability, with the result of my careful and anxious consideration 
of the subject, under the different aq)ects under ■which it from time to timp 
presents itself, leaving you to give such weight to my suggestions as they may 
deserve. 

The only point about 'U’hich I think there can be no difference of opinion in 
the present state of the affair, is, that one fixed price for the Government meal 
cannot be equally applicable to the varying market prices in different parts of 
the country, and that the price of our meal should be regulated in each locality 
according to the market price in that locality. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. . 

Treasury^ June 3, 1846. 

The state of the case about the Irish scarcity is as follows : — 

Apprehensions were, as you know, entertained, and on just grounds, of a 
scarcity extending all over Ireland. 

In the north there is not now likely to be any serious scarcity as far as the 
markets are concerned, but, even there, there are districts in which the plots 
of potatoes, upon ^vhich the people depend for their subsistence, failed, and 
there would have been severe distress if the Government had not come 
forward ; besides which, the interference of the Government -was of great use 
in keeping down x^rices, which would othenvise have risen to an unnecessary 
height o'uiiig to the apprehensions of scarcity. 

In the south, where the failure of the potato crop was greater and more 
general, there must have been appalling starvation but tor the assistance 
afforded by the Government, either directly, or by means of money, meal, or 
employment ; or indirectly, by the stimulus and organization ■which has been 
given to private effort. 

One decisive proof of the reality of the crisis is the amount of the private 
contributions ; but a large party in the country is interested in producing the 
impression of the scarcity 1^ing unreal, and the very success of our eftbrts in 
averting the consequences of the scarcity assists them in doing so. 

If the Government machinery had never been set up, or were now to be with- 
drawn, the persons who hold this tone W'ould he shocked at the result. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, June 3, 1846. 

I WAS so unwell yesterday that I was fit for nothing; but I am better 
to-day, and I sit down to w’rite to you. You will observe the run on the Limerick 
depot ; and Mr. Coffin observes that if it ivere to continue, it would have been a 
question which of the two, ■^vhether they or the depot, would have been first 
exhausted. I expected a rush in the first instance ; but hereafter it will be more 
regular and more manageable. Mr. Gelstou has exerted himself in his branch in a 
way that would have done credit to a young and active man. I am glad to see 
our committee system, upon the ■u’hole, vi'orking satisfactorily ; and I trust it will 

X2 
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continue so tlii-ougli tlie season. Major Simraonds is beginning to render useful 
assistance ; but of course be requires a little time for initiation. Mr. Dougan is a 
good recruit, and quick, but new to the service. The constable is very useful. 
At Athy, when Mr. Parker opened his store, his issues continued from eight in 
the morning till eight at night. Mr. Campbell from Longford informs me that 
the poor people come 10 Irish miles from the counti-y to get half a stone of the 
meal. . I have not yet received Mr. Coffin’s receipts for the last fortnight ; it must 
be about 30001. The sum at Cork is 18801. ; Galway, 2161. 

I calculate that our issues will go on steadily, and without nmch decrease, until 
the end of July, when the harvest employment will begin, which will give wages, 
but still requiring food ; and I do not think you can calculate on the new potatoes 
as food before the middle of September, that is, generally through the country. 
You must positively, then, estimate for three months from this date, and possibly 
three months and a-half. With regard to quantity, I have no correct data of 
calculation; but I may have on the 15th June, taking the current fortnight us the 
data. It is evident, liowever, that we require a more extensive purchase than that 
now provided for. We cannot send more to Cork than the quantity they could 
grind by the 15th to 20th July, or say the end of July, and on this point I shall 
consult Mr. Hewetson. But we have a good and, as far as I can judge, a solid 
tender', and very reasonable, at Sligo ; and there are means of conveyance from 
thence to Westport to he hired. I am ascertaining the same question at Galway; 
but I know there are ample means within the city. This is a question connected 
Avith the distribution of further supplies, grinding at other stations titan Cork small 
quantities, so as to give more time for the shipments from Cork ; but I conceive it 
would be advisable to direct a further purchase of 1200 to 1600 tons of Indian 
corn ; and I will, in the course of a week after consultation with the outposts, 
submit to you the distribution. The issues of the Coast Guard are much increasing; 
but being so detached, it takes more time to collect the receipts. When I speak 
of a further purchase, I mean over and above the 1200 tons at Liverpool, alluded 
to in your last note on this subject. 

I enclose to you a memorandum of Mr. Coffin’s, founded on our instructions, 
which he published at Limerick, in order to establish regularity in his issues. 

There does not appear to be so great a demand for oatmeal. The people say 
there is not the same sustenance in it ; and this quality and its cheapness make the 
Indian meal more desirable as an issue. 

At Tralee they attribute even greater virtues to it ; they say that since its intro- 
duction they have had no fever in the district. 

I enclose a few lines which have been received from Mr. Parker, in order to 
give you an idea of his zeal and assiduity. 



Enclosure 1. 

Supply of Meal from tiie Government Dep6ts. 

The attention of Relief Committees to the following information and directions is earnestly 
requested, as well for their own convenience as for that of the service to which they relate : 

1. The public depdts are not to be looked to for the entire replacement of the deficiency of 
food, caused by the loss of potatoes. They are intended only to be in aid of other resources, 
and this aid is to be occarional, not periodical. 

2. Applications for permission to purchase meal from the depdts must accordingly have 
reference to the exigency, in each case, for the time being, and must specify, as exactly as 
maj’ be, both the nature of the exigency and the extent of the aid needful to meet it. 

3. No applications can be attended to, except from committees or sub-committees regularly 
constituted, and acting in conformity with the GovernmeDt regulations. 

4. All applications must be made, in writing, by the chairman, secretary, or treasurer of 
each committee ; and no delivery will be made upon anj' requisition until at least one day after 
it is received at the depdt, by post or otherwise. In order to prevent the risk of ^sappoint- 
ment, it is therefore better that the meal should never be sent for without previous notice from 
the depot that it can be issued. 

5. Meal will be issued daily, Sundays excepted, but only between the hours of 10 in the 
morning and 4 in the aflemoon. 

6. Pajment must be made for the meal, and for packages, if taken, at the time of receiving 
the order on the storekeeper — the prices now fixed being. 

For oatmeal, 15/. per ton; 

For Indian corn meal, lOh per ton; 

For sacks. Is. 8c/. each; and 

For casks, according to size and quality, the small barrels 
excepted, for which no charge is made. 

Limerick, ^th May, 1846. 
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Athy, Tuesday, 9 o'chcTi, p.m. 

I can scarcely expect your excuse in troubling you to convey to Sir 'Randolph Routh my hope 
and expeciation that he will excuse the delay of my cash accounts. My issues daily increase; 
and this day I could not leave my niaga 2 ine from six this morning until this hour, and I am 
so exhausted as to be almost unable to write these few lines. I have issued to-day, principally 
in stones and half-stones, nearly 50^. worth of meal, — a task almost beyond the reach of the 
strongest man. However, if Sir Randolph will kindly indulge me with a day nr two, 1 will 
accomplish all, I hope to my own credit, and certainly the advantage of the public. I have 
made the benevolent intentions of the Government known through every town and vOl^e in 
the four counties, and the people seem fully sensible of the benefit, and speak in a tone of 
gratitude, which one has been unaccustomed to hear from Irish subjects. I am persuaded it 
is a measure wliich will work well for the people, and realize all the Government anticipate. 

My store is rather crowded ; but still if I get a little oatmeal, it would do much good. I 
do not imagine that my accounts will be very deficient iu form of correctness; but as they are 
my first, I shall rely much on your forbearing kindness. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, June 3, 1846. 

OuB labours, if possible, are more severe than ever. What the country would 
have done without our aid I know not, and this is acknotvledged by all parties and 
all Creeds ; and it is highly gratifying to know that it is properly appreciated. 
June, July, and half of August we shall have little or uo cessation in our work. 

I send you one of my circulars to committees, and I find they are all desirous of 
aiding my views. There has been a great deal of good feeling displayed in the sub- 
scriptions raised iu the several distressed districts, and I have already paid upwards 
of 4000/. in donations by the Government. 



Enclosure. 

The Commissary General would earnestly impress on the attention of the Poor Relief Com- 
mittee the necessity of a rigid economy in the distribution of the supplies of meal furnished from 
this dep8t, confining their issues exclusively to the labouring and destitute classes who have not 
the means of purchasing food elsewhere. The Committee will readily comprehend that it never 
was the intention of the Government to undertake the task of feeding the whole population from 
their dep6ts, but to act as an auxiliary, and by throwing an opportune supply into the several 
localities, to restrain within due limits the market prices, but abstaining from such interference 
as would injure the fair trader. The Commissary General cannot venture to offer a fixed 
periodical supply from the depSt; for the present each issue must be separate in itself, and de- 
pendent on the necessity of each separate representation. Keeping these obser\-ations in view, 
and the Committee regulating their demands accordingly, he trusts he will at all times be 
enabled to meet them ; an opposite course, by prematurely exhausting the Government resources, 
will only tend to defeat the important object for which they have been provided. 

Commissariat, Lee Mills DepH, 

Cork, May 27, 1846. 

Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bidiopsgate-street, June 3, 1846. 

We sent you a note of the diSerent destinations of the Indian com. We 
have heard of nothing arrived at Cork or Falmouth as yet. The offer nearest to a 
positive arrival, is a cargo of about 600 quarters, at 36.9. per quarter, shipped from 
Figueras about the 15th May direct to Cork, and which ought to be there 
any day. I write, consequently to Liverpool to complete the order for 1200 tons. 



Enclosure. 

Memorandum of Indian Corn purchased. 



ISAG 


At 


Ship. 


From 


DeEtinaiioQ. 




May 16 


Liverpool . 
London 


John & Henry 


ldverpool . 


Sligo . . 


628 JIt qrs., New Orleans, at 37s. per qr. 


„ 22 


Harmony . . 


„ , 


Cork . . 


662 41-f qra-i >. » 


April 22 


Superior, or 
Sorcicre. 


Terceira, or 
St. Michael’s 




From 400 to 600 qrs., as may be, at 36 j. for 
yellow, and 38a. for white. Our contract 
is for the first of these two vessels which 
may arrive. 


„ 28 




Manin . 


Naples . . 




1,339^ quarters at 33a. 6d. 


„ 28 


j 




Trieste . 




l,242i „ 34a. 


» 29 


j> • 


Antigua • . 


Genoa . . 


Limerick . 


l,004i „ 33a. 6d. 








Cork . . 


1,640 „ 34a. 


June 1 




Concord . . 


Viarra . . 


Limerick . 


Abont 720 quarter? at 37a. 



There remains about 90 tons at Liverpool now ordered to be shipped to Cork. In addition to all which, 940 tons of 
Indian £orn have been ordered to be purchased at Ldverpool and sent to Cork without delay, in completion of the 1200 tons 
originally settled to be puichased at ^at place. 
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Sir R. Rou.th to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 4, 1846. 

You will, I tliiak, agree witli me that I am right in my view of the 
price on reading the enclosed ; but there is an apropos in all things, and if I 
were to keep up my prices now, the dealers would sell, and 1 should find myself 
with a full maga 2 ine at a moment when there would be a very disadvantageous 
sale. The blacksmith who is close to the iron must strike while it is hot. My 
only doubt is that my price is too high still. 

I do not see any cargo for Galway in IMessrs. Baring’s list, and there are five 
down for Cork, and two for Limerick. One of the cargoes should be sent to 
Galway, and one to Sligo, and only three to Cork ; or let the 900 tons remain- 
ing to be purchased at Liverpool, be sent one-half to Galway, and one-half to 
Sligo, and let the Cork cargoes from sea stand as they are. 

1 think this last arrjingement would be the most desirable, as it w’ould not 
occasion any counter-order on the part of Messrs. Baring and Co. 

1 have arranged, both at Galway and Sligo, for the immediate grinding of 
these quantities. They are admirably situated for this duty. 

I must instantly establish three constable-stations at Ballinrobe, at Castlerea 
or in that neighbourhood, and Carrick-on-Shannon. 

I think we shall be obliged to pay the canal-boats the regular price on the 
Grand Canal and Royal Canal. The usual trade is beginning, and without it, 
unless the same price is paid by us as by others, we cannot expect the same 
facility. 



Enclosore. 

Mr. Owen to Mr. Stanley. 

Woodlands, Gorey, June 4, 1S46. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the iaformation of the Relief Commissioners, that I 
have this day laid their letter relative to the transport of Indian meal to Courtown Harbour, 
through the means of the Coast Guard, before a special meeting of the Gorey General Relief 
Committee. 

I am to inform you that since I wrote to you, I (this morning) received a letter from Messrs. 
I^ereux, merchants, of Wexford, stating that they will furnish us with sifted Indian meal for 
9/. ]6i“. i and unsifted, for 9/. 12s. The former, he states, is approved for bread, and the latter 
lor stirabout 

• I tmst the Relief Commissioners will excuse our submitting our opinion, that as the Indian 
meal has so come down in price, the Government meal ought to fall in with such reduction • 
and that the Gorey Relief Committee should have the meal at a lower rate, takin°- off what 
may be considered the merchant’s profit from the above prices. ° 

As our regular meeting will be held on Monday. 1 take the liberty of requesting, if possible 
your answer, to lay before them on that day. ^ © r 



Commissarj^-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

hinxerick, June 4, 1846. 

"\V e are now sufficiently far advanced in the measure of opening the depots, 
and selling at the reduced price of lOf. per ton, to see somewhat of its effects. It 
has been a most laborious, and, what I regard more, an unsatisfactory task for me, 
because I could obtain no sort of rule or guide to direct me in the distribution* 
nor had any distinct intimation been made to the Committees of the main principle 
by which It was to be governed. The consequence was, that they almost univer- 
sally expected that their demands were to be fully and periodically complied 
with ; and, in a great number of cases, supposed that they had only to send a carter 
t^D the depot with money in his hand, as they had been accustomed to do when 
buying from private dealers. To' correct these misconceptions and irregularitie.s 
It was necessary for me to enter into lengthened explanations with the representa- 
tives of upwards of 50 different Committees ; and it was not till after a week of 
most severe toil that I was able to ascertain the nature and extent of the more 
important deviations from order, requiring to be checked, and to prepare the 
See p. 130. enclosed memorandum for circulation. This is beginning to work its effect ; but 

I am -obliged to insist very strictly .upon compliance w-ith.my rules, or they would 
soon be disregarded altogethei' The unsatisfactory part of the business es, that 
while I assert my discretionary power with regard to the apportionment of assist- 
ance from the depots, I feel conscious of my own inability to exercise it on any 
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explicable grounds of justice or expediency. All that I can do in most cases is, to 
exact from the applicants a detailed statement of their own claims to attention ; 
but wlietlier their representations are true or false, their demands reasonable or 
excessive, it is seldom in my power to judge, and I can only hope that they give 
me credit for more knowledge than I possess. I may, perhaps, after a while, be 
able to devise some rough rule of comparison, such, for instance, as the population 
returns ; but this requires more leisurely application than is possible in the midst 
of the present eager demand, and I fear that it must continue a blind affair to 
the last. 

With all this, the Committee system is working far better than I could have 
anticipated ; and I even entertain hopes, founded in some measure on the prevailing 
tone of approbation in which the Government arrangements are spoken of, that 
the system may continue to sustain its present energy. An additional ground 
for this hope is the motive of self-preservation among all those who have anything to- 
lose by the effect of popular tumult ; and the Committees are now generally involved 
in certain arrangements for the relief of the people about them, the abandonment of 
wdiicli would render them the first objects of vengeance and plunder, so that, in 
most cases, I believe they dare not stop short, however unwillingly they may 
proceed. In the great majority of instances, therefore, I hope that it will be only 
necessary to continue to give due assistance and encouragement to the Com- 
mittees, mth the extension of a little extraordinary aid when their funds begin to 
fail. Cases of exception, of course, there will be, some of them perhaps difficult 
enough to deal with ; but none has yet presented itself in this district requiring- 
more than a partial deviation from the general principle of acting through Com- 
mittees, and I confess that I have a great dread of adopting any other. Where 
the Coast Guard officers can bring their zeal, authority, and local knowledge to 
bear, Committees may advantageously be dispensed with, though even they cannot 
guard against some abuse and imposition, but with facilities short of those which 
they possess, I fear that the abuse must at least equal the benefit, and I shall 
therefore do my utmost to avoid having recourse to other machinery than that 
already in action. 

The important benefit arising from the introduction of the Indian corn on tho 
present occasion is acknowledged by all, no doubt being entertained that, but for 
this, famine prices must have prevailed. Although the duration of the potatoes 
has much surpassed any calculation, large quantities still remaining in some- 
localities, and a certain portion in a great many, large districts are, aud have been 
for weeks past, wholly destitute of them, and in these, Indian meal has become 
the chief, in some the sole, substitute for the sustenance of the poorer class. Even 
with this competition, oatmeal maintained for some lime a price 20 to 25 per 
cent, above the usual rate ; and I have repeatedly been told that, in the absence of 
the Indian corn, it must have risen, as on former occasions of the same kind, to 
double the ordinary price. The common sequel to this remark is, " and we should 
have had the people in insurrection.” On the other hand, the evil inseparable 
from the intervention of the Government also begins to manifest itself. The 
dealers say that, since our large issues began, their trade is at an end, and com- 
plain that the stocks laid in by them for the supply of the countiy will become, jby 
our competition, a dead weight on their hands. The great miller and corn-dealer 
of the place, the greatest in Ireland by his own account, is, I believe, about to 
make a serious remonstrance on the subject, and all are evidently in consternation 
at the largeness of our distribution. 11’ their state of inactivity were to last long,. 
I should infer from it an enormous abuse of the public sale of meal ; for, if it wTre 
limited to the proper objects of public assistance, it could not deprive the dealer of 
his ordinary and legitimate customers. I, however, -do not expect the continuance-’ 
of this desertion of the ordinary market, for unless there is a combined system of 
exaggeration on the part of the Committees to an immense amount, our dep8ts 
must fall very far short of supplying their wants, exclusive of the demand of those 
capable of providing for themselves. I accordingly think, and tell the merchants, 
that they are crying out before they are hurt, and that, although the Committees 
naturally abstain from buying of them as long as they hope to obtain from us all 
they need, they must go back to them when they find that this hope will not be 
fulfilled ; and, as for their proper customers, I can easily conceire that, abuses- 
apart, they are at present withheld from purchasing by the expectation that prices 
must fall : nevertheless, it cannot be denied that, a competitor in the market- 
selling without profit, and to an extent which defies his calculation, must be a; 
formidable object of dislike to the trader, rendering it difficult for him to carry on. 
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his operations with confidence, even though there should be no disposition to 
impeae them. 

I think that this is as much as, without entering into minute details, I can at 
present tell you of our progress ; and as it is with difficulty that I have found 
time to say as much, my day of business being now never ended till 1 sleep, 1 will 
only add that I am very truly yours. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dtdilin Castle, June 4, 1846. 

I SEND you a report of the Ballina Union, which is important as touching 
on the question of the period to which our relief duties are to extend. 

On this point I must ask the decision of the Government. We have two months 
now without work, and without cheap food. In August the harvest will begin, 
and there will be employment gradually encreasing through that month, but 
the potato will not be available to the people before the middle of September. 
The description of potato which they use, is called the horse potato, or lumper 
and this is a late potato. The decision I ask of the Government, is to learn the 
period up to which it is proposed to continue our relief. I think it is desirable 
to fix that period. If there should be any supply on hand after its termination, 
the sales might be continued until it was exhausted, and this would be con- 
ceded as an indulgence. Without knowing the view's of the Government on this 
question, I cannot reasonably draw up an estimate, always perhaps uncertain 
from the nature of the service, but altogether so until these premises are deter- 
mined. If the Government adopt the 1st of September as the date, which I 
am inclined to recommend, considering that a surplus will in all probability 
remain in the depots for later issues, -we shall be able, upon this decision, to 
come nearer to the truth in our computations ; and the first use I should make 
of it would be to request you to order a further cargo of 400 tons to Sligo, 
where the means of grinding are so abundant and so superior. I annex a 
letter from Assistant Commissary-General Stevens on this point for your inform- 
ation. Though late in the field, Mr. Stevens will be busily employed shortly in 
the supply at Donegal, Roscommon, of the Coast Guard stations of Ballina, 
and even the depot at Wes^ort. 

All this should go to you officially and will do so, as soon as we have 
settled the question, and in the mean while everybody is so employed, that 
it could not go in any other shape to day. 

The subscriptions are increasing fast, and with them the donations, which 
are paid chiefly out of the sales of the meal 



Enclosure. 

Exteiact referred to in Poor Law Commissioner’s Letter of 3rd June, 1846. 

The Guardians of tiie Poor for the Ballina Union this day assembled in the Board-room, 
hafiiig made particular inquiry into the state and quantity of the potatoes, on which the nume- 
rous poor in this extensive Uniott look entirely to their subsistence for three months more, we 
regret exceedingly that all accounts agree in declaring the potatoes to be in a more rapid state 
of decomposition, than ever they were, caused principally by the intense heat for ten days 
back ; so much so, that we are unanimously of opinion, that they will be totally lost before 
the end of this month. Now we, the Guardians of the Poor in this extensive Union, and their 
natural protectors, do in this trying emergency, earnestly call upon the Government through 
our Chairman, to adopt immediate means, by the introduction of provisions and the carrying 
on of public works in this Union, to avert the awful calamity which is now impending. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury^ June 5, 1846. 

With reference to your letter received yesterday, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer desires me to state that it is his wish, that if it should be necessary 
to make further purchases, they should be made in this country, and not in 
Ireland, with the exception, of course, of particular local cases of extraordinary 
emergency (if any such should occur) which would not admit of their being 
brought under the general rule. 
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If we were to make our purchases in Ireland, we should defeat our own 
object, by raising prices, to meet which other purchases must be made, and we 
should thus enter a vicious circle, our escape from which would be rendered 
more difficult by the interested representations of corn-holders and mill-owners. 

The stores of grain which you say are held on private account at Sligo and 
elsewhere, must, without our interference, soon come into the market, and, con- 
sidering the importations expected, and the prospects of the next harvest, it 
may be hoped, with every advantage to the consumer. 

I entered at some length on what appears to me to be the true explanation 
of our present position in my letter to you dated 3rd instant, and I confidently 
expect that you will accomplish the most delicate and difficult part of your 
task, the bringing it to a close, with the same ability and success which have 
marked all your previous efforts. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

TF’aterford, June 5, 1846. 

Our depots at this place and Clonmel for the five surrounding counties 
were opened on the 1st instant, and many of the Relief Committees have supplied 
themselves promptly with Indian meal fx-om our reserves. The late fall in the 
pi’ice of this article, as you will see by the annexed statement, has enabled some of 
the Committees to supply themselves at a cheaper rate in their respective markets 
than they could have done from our store, where a heavy expense for transport was 
to be incurred ; but should we have a dry season, and the water-mills become 
inoperative, the price is expected to i*ise again. The importations on private 
account have always continued to a large extent. The demand on us is chiefly 
for Indian meal, which is only two-thirds the price of oatmeal, and preference is 
given by the consumer, to yellow^ although the white is dearer in the dealer’s 
stores. 

The blessing of this cheap food will be most mei*cifully and effectually felt 
during the next ten weeks, when even the farmei^’s provision in ordinary yeai-s is 
often exhausted, and when now, instead of being able to supply the labourer, he 
comparatively has nothing for his own family, a period when there is little agri- 
cultural labour (for the hay is saved by the hands on the respective farms), and 
until the expiration of which the new potato crop is not available for the lower 
classes of the community. The provision made to meet this ciisis is gratefully 
acknowledged in all quarters as one which has saved the coxmtry from desolation. 

The supply of potatoes in the markets around us continues much the same as 
I found it thi*ee months since, both as to quantity, quality, and price. Our quays 
are well supplied from the county of Wexford at from 5d. to Id. per stone. 

The Relief Committees ai*e doing their duty, and in the rural districts chiefly 
the parish priests have shown great zeal and activity in carrying out this work of 
charity ; in many parts of their neighbouring counties there are numberless 
families who are totally without food and unable to obtain employment through 
ordinaiy sources. 



Ekclosube. 

Statement of the prices of Indian Meal at Waterford and other towns in the neighbouring 
counties, May 31, 1846, as reported by the respective Relief Committees. 

City of Waterford, from £10 to £10 10s. per ton. 



New Ross 
Town of Wexford 
„ Graig , 

„ Dungarvon , 

„ Goura , 

„ Freshford , 

„ Clonmel , 

Ditto Oatmeal , 

Kilkenny , 



Waterford, June 3, 1846. 



£10 to £10 10s. 

£10 retail. Is. 3d. per stone. 

£10 to £10 10s. 

£10 '2s. 

£10 to £10 10s. 

£10 l5s.to£ll. 

£10 to £10 10s. 

£18. 

£10 5s. to £10 6s. 8d. 

(Signed) J. S. Dobree, 

Deputy-Commisary-General, 
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SiATEMup of tho Prices of Indian Meai. at Waterford ami other Towns In the neigh- 
bounug Counties, 31st May, 1846, as reported by the respective Relief Committees. 

City of Waterford from lOf, to 10/. IOj. per ton. 

New Ross from 10/. to 10/. IO 5 . per ton. 

Town of Wexford from 10/., retail \s. 3d. per stone. 

Graig from 10/. to 10/. 10.f. per ton, 

Dungarvan from 10/. 2s. to 10/. 15s. per ton. 

Gowran from 10/. to 10/. 10s. per ton. 

Freshford from 10/. 15s. to 11/. per ton. 

Clonmel 10/. to 10/. lOs. per ton. 

Ditto, oatmeal 18/. per ton. 

Kilkenny from 10/. 5s. to 10/. 6s. Sd. per ton. 

Gorey from il/. 4s. to 11/. 6s. per ton. 

TVaterford, June 3, 1846. 



The Comptroller of Victualling to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Somerset House, June 5, 1846, 

The remainder of the oatmeal prepared at Deptford for service in 
Irel^d, consisting of 53 tons in 350 barrels, has been ordered to be shipped in 
the Blenheim transport for Haulbowlme, and Rear Admiral Sir Hugh Pigofc 
has been requested on its arrival at Cork, to forward it as soon as possible con- 
agned to Assistant Commissary-General Wood, at Galway, as requested in vour 
letter of the 2nd instant 

The cort of this oatmeal will be about IS?, per ton, the barrels 6s. 7(Z. each. 

1 he “ Blenheim ” will sail to-morrow. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 6, 1846, 

submitted your letter, dated 4th instant, with the accompanying^ 
Keport from the Ballina Union, to the Chancellor of the Exchetiuer, and h? 
aesnes me to say, that it may be convenient to decide in our own minds that 
no issues o± meal should, if possible, be made after any particular date; but he 
conceiv^ that many and serious objections exist to announcing, at present, any 
aam as that on which our supplies of meal will cease. 

You will, no doubt, be able to bring your operations to a close sooner at some 
planes than at others ; and if there is any place where, owing to the state and 
prospects of the i^ket, and of the employment of the people, our meal is not 
iiKe^ to be required, you can transfer the remaining stock in depot to other 
quarters where it is more wanted. 



JMessrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bhhopsgate-street, June 6, 1846. 

I you we have heard of the arrival of the “ Superior,” ordered to 
Limerick with about 600 quarters,’ at Cork (one of the early purchases), and we 
inive sent the bill of lading to Mr. Coffin at Limerick. The smaller vessel, the 
Sorcerer (which you may recollect was one of the two of which we had the option 
ivhen the o^er retused to sell both), is also arrived at Cork, with about 400 
quarters, which would probably now be sold on the same terms, say 36^. for yellow, 
and 38s. for white, deliverable at Cork, or perhaps cheaper. 

fo complete the 1200 tous at Liverpool, a little more than 4000 quarters would 
be required, ot which we have bought of parties here-^ 

650 quarters (about) fine Azores India com, now lying at Liverpool, 
to be delivered at Cork, at 36s. ; and our friends in Idverpool 
have further bought — 

170 quarters American yellow corn at 34s. free on board, and 

200 „ Gaktz „ „ 33s. 

1020 quarters together. 
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_ To the mice of the latter vm-cliases must he added the cost of iusunince and 
freight to Cork. 

We hare tvritien to our Liverpool friends to prefer purchases of Azores, Por- 
tuguese, Mediterranean, or Galatz corn, ivhen sound and good, to American' corn 
ut a difference oi ’2s. per quarter less for the former. 

They write to us that there is not much corn of good sound qualitv for sale at 
Liverpool, as tlie easterly winds have chee-ked arrivals, and parties oivnin./ corn are 
more disposed to send it to Ireland for sale. We think, however, that tl^t state of 
things cannot last, and that the account of a fall in the prices of all grain indudine 
Indian corn at Jlarseilles, and through the hlediterraiieau, with arrivals at liaufl 
ivilj make sellers more eager, and that the quantity you want ivill be picked uii 
easily, either here or at Liverpool I should be rather disposed to buy Hoatin^ 
cargoes; for instance, besides the. “ Sorci^re,” which is mentioned above, partiet 
offer here to sell about 600 quarters Portuguese yellow corn of good qualitv, at 36i' 
at Cork, guaranteed to arrive there by the 20tli instant, by the ship’“Ladv 
Audiey, ■ ivhich may be there any day, and about 2000 quartei-s are daily expected 
at Cork or Falmouth. * ^ 

_ It you wish us to buy any cargoes, either ai-rived or shortly to arrive, will you be 
kind enough to send us word early on Monday ? If I do not hear from you I shall 
d ^ entirely on Liverpool as the quantity may be gradually 



Sir E. Routh to Mr. Treveltan. 

DuUin Castle, Jane 6, 1846. 

I HAVE very little to say to-day, except to confirm my letter of yesterday, 
to accept all Messrs. Baring’s arrangements with respect to the cargoes, but to 
divide the 900 tons remaining to complete at Liverpool, between tlie ports of 
Galway and Sligo, and to beg they may be forwarded with all possible activity, 
so as to commence the grinding w'ithout delay. 

Mr. Hewetson will have quite occupation enough witli the cargos already 
assigned to Cork, and he cannot talve any present addition. Therefore if this 
arrangement is carried out at once, after purchasing the 900 tons to complete 
at Liverpool for Galway and Sligo, and considering the cargoes diq^osed of as 
ad^nsed in your letter, I think we had better pause and wait events before any 
further step is taken, and watch the market. 

I hope you will seud ns a further remittance, as I have 2,600/. donations on 
Cork this morning. 

We are greatly increasing our constabulary depots, but I will forward a list 
early next week. I am in the midst of the work now. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevely.4.n. 

Mountjoy Square, DuUin, June 7, 1846. 

I RECEIVE your letter just before I go to church, and wwite two lines 
to say I must have explained my views very obscurely if it has led you to 
understand that I wished to purchase in Ireland ; nothing is further from my 
ideas, and I cannot remember how I could have expressed myself to convey 
such a proposition. 

I am not awai*e that I spoke of any stores of grain at Sligo or elsewhere. I 
thiiik I merely wrote in defence of my opinion of the prices of 1 0/. and 15Z. for 
Indian meal and oatmeal, by quoting the prices on the east coast of Ireland 
for the first article, and the west coast for the last. 

I know that I have great complaints of distress in Donegal, and some pai-ts of 
Fermanagh, and Coolavin Barony, which must be met from Sligo, as well as 
Ballina, down to Swineford, &c. ; and that the difficulty I have of getting stores 
round from Cork to Sligo makes it very desirable that we should import the 
grain at once into Sligo, and, grind it there, where there is so much valuable 
mill power, so as to avoid the second shipment from Cork, and nearly the same 
reiteonmg applies to Galw'ay ; and the private steam companies will not now 
allow any of their steamers to go west from Cork, the dam^e and loss they 
have sustained on the “ W aterwitch ” having completely stopped any arrangement 
of that kind* 

Y 2 
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There have been no private importations of Indian corn west of Limerick, 
neither at Galway, nor at any other part of the coast to the westward. 

The price of oatmeal bears a high quotation at Clonmel and in county Tip- 
perary, but there is no sale at those rates. 

Your cost price for the Deptford oatmeal, though compai’atively better than 
the oatmeal here, is much too high for this market The manufacture must be 
expensive. 

I am going to church, and the post closes before the service, -which induces 
me to write these hasty lines. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Corh, June^i 1846. 

The “ Almada,” the last of the American ships, you will find hy the 
survey, has been discharged ; and, upon the whole, looking to the inclement 
season the gi'eater number of the vessels made their passages in, the service has 
been well performed. With the exception of the heated corn in the “ Atlas,”’ 
and the fragile nature of the meal-barrels, I have no fault to find. Had not 
Messrs. Grinnell taken out the 4000 bushels of new corn their broker had put 
into the heart of the “ Harriet Rockwell’s ” cargo, it would have turned out 
like the “ Atlas.” The brokers, if not closely -u-atched, cannot be relied on. 
As to the barrels, they were altogether unfit for the voyage, especially in ships 
of burden, the lower tiers not being equal to bear the upper, and there was con- 
sequently extensive loss by breakage. They have been a constant and fruitful 
source of vexation and annoyance to me. All we could do, the men-of-wars’- 
men and Irish labourers employed in discharging the vessels could not be 
brought to handle tliera nuth the great care and ligiifiiess such eggshell pack- 
ages required. It now only remains to sack as fast as we can. Nearly 40,000 
barrels have been landed at Haulbondine, 25,000 of -which have been sent coast- 
ways; also the same number of sacks of meal (20 stone each), Cork manufac- 
ture, and more is shipping daily; you will therefore perceive -we are not idle. 

My Poor Relief Committees, 55 in number, are working well. I have had 
some trouble in getting them into business-like order. The amount of dona- 
tions I have paid is, to the present, 5000Z. ; my issues of meal last week. 1750 
sacks, or 220 tons, 750 sacks more than the preceding. The people everywliere 
have eagerly taken to its use, but they all want ours, -svith the Queen’s mark, it 
being so very superior to that imported and manufactured by the trade We cer- 
tainly bestow great pains, and it is a first-rate article, but to keep it so needs 
unremitting and watchful attention. 

The additional cargoes, six in number. Sir Randolph and Messrs. Baring liave 
advised, I am prepared for ; but I do not think it prudent to grind up too fast, 
for if all should not be wanted, it will, at the close, sell off better in grain than 
in meal. I am glad to find, by my last Dublin lettei'S, I may be as liberal with 
my meal as the Committees can desire. Oatmeal is in not in request when 
Indian meal can be had. This is, of course, in some degree occasioned by the 
difference in price. I am assured, from the best authority, that in all the 
localities where our meal is in use, the general health of the people has won- 
derfully improved, and that -w-here, at this season, gastric complaints were 
numerous, there are scarcely any ; such is the wholesome and nutritious quality 
of the meal, so superior in every point of view to the potato. The mass of 
the peasantry are really grateful to the Government for their timely inter- 
position. I know not what horrors and misery would have ensued had not 
these precautionary measures been taken when they were ; and I often think of 
tlie vile abuse heaped upon the Ministers, at the very time they were deeply 
considering all these arrangements, for their callous neglect, as they were pleased 
to call it. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Messrs. Baring. 

Treasury, June 8, 1846, 

Since I received your letter of Saturday, I have had two notes from Sir 
R Routh, in which he requests that the portion remaining to be completed of 
the Liverpool order of 1200 tons, may be divided batween the ports of Galway 
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and Sligo, and that it may he forwarded with all po^ible activity, so as to 
commence the grinding without delay. 

Leaving, therefore, the cargoes from sea, to stand as they are, pray give 
directions for all tlie Indian corn belonging to the Liverpool order, which has 
been purchased but has not yet been shipped, or has yet to be purchased, to be 
sent, with as little delay as possible, in proportions as nearly equal as can be 
done without inconvenience, to Galway and Sligo, consigned, at the former 
place, to Assistant Commissary-General Wood, and at the latter, to Assistant 
Commissary-General Stevens. 

I leave it entirely to your judgment as to whether the remaining quantity 
of Indian corn, belonging to what we call " the LiveiTpool order,” shall be 
purchased entirely at liverpool, or partly there and pai-tly elsewhere from 
floating cargoes or otherwise ; and all I have to request is, that it may be pur- 
chased as soon and as cheap as possible, and that, when purchased, it may be 
sent to Galway and Sligo with as little delay as possible. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyax. 

Bayiagher, June 8, 1846. 

The relief which has been conferred upon vast numbers of the poor during 
the week just closed, by the issue of Indian meal from this depot, especially to the 
upper portion of the count}’- of Tipperary, 35 tons having penetrated the wretched 
fastnesses of that county, rests no longer on the hopeful presumption of my own 
surmises, but is confinned by the written testimony of intelligent men. who, cor- 
responding with me from the localities thus happily supported, describe it as 
cheering to their own consciences, providential as respects the poor, and honoui-able 
to the care and kind foresight of Government I may sum up the sentiments 
expressed by many, in the observations of two clergymen, one from Tipperary and 
one from the County Clare ; one states, “ We know not what we could do for the 
poor if these supplies were not in existence, for other food is out of their reach 
from the high prices.” Another says, “Were it not that the Government took 
the wise step of introducing the Indian meal into our country, tlie state of it would 
at this moment be very bad.” And another clergyman, writing from Borrisokane, 
says, “ Four carts were hailed nith delight by multitudes of poor folk. We liave 
made sale of all our former supply ; it was exceedingly well liked by the poor, in 
many cases preferred to oatmeal.” 

Such is the evidence that I have to offer of the great good conferred at a distance, 
while at the same time the orders of my department have been enforced in pro- 
viding against this food being consigned to irresponsible bodies, as well as in 
warning those duly constituted against an unwise distribution of it. The meal is 
usually sold by Committees at or under cost price, and gratuitous issues are rarely 
adopted except to wretchedness which baffles all regulation. 

In my own vicinity I see a sad specimen of what I read of afar off. There is 
great distress, and a great demand for cheap food. The common food of the 
country is kept back, or produced at an exorbitant rate. From 5d. to M. per 
stone is asked for potatoes, while a stone of Indian meal sold to a ticket-bolding 
poor man carries him seven times nearer to the new crop for only double the cost. 
A pretty instance was afforded to me lately of the practical difficulty experienced 
by the poor as to food. A society of ladies here applied to me through their 
secretai-y for half a ton of Indian meal, which they wished to issue to those poor 
folk, to whom annually until now they have distributed w’ith interest the pence 
lodged in their keeping. I forwarded the application, and hope to supply them. 

I think the poor derive the most substantial aid from the little local committee ; 
the district ones appear to me to encumber themselves -n-ith ceremony and state, 
though they are most useful in preparing the way for public works on which to 
employ the poor. But the little local committee, with a priest as its secretary, and 
a clergyman its treasurer, with its two or three tons of meal, pours around its sphere 
of action a stream of plenty, gladdening the hearts of hundreds. I have a marked 
illustration of this by comparing the doings of the little Banagher Committee 
and the efforts of the inhabitants of Pai*sonstown, the residence of Lord Rosse. 

Bannagher quickly got into the field, raised subscriptions, communicated with 
the Castle, was recognized, received a donation from the Indian fund of 100/., 
drew meal, sold to the poor, and controlled the market ! 
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But it \v{is only yesterday that I received the first official iiiquirj’’ after food from 
Pai'sonstowu ! Lord Rosse procured a small supply, but his I^ordship employs u 
vast number of people. 

The class of distress at wliich I glanced in my last, respectable distress, lias 
increased here; small farmers, naturally too proud to seek the meal where it is 
jmblicly disposed of, bare their scruples respected and their wants supplied, by tbe 
Committee having devoted a portion of their store to them only, lodging it in a 
popular gentleman’s house near at hand, where the poor proprietor calls, and is 
satisfied. 

To an ordinary apprehension there are doubtless proofs already of painful scarcity 
of such food as the poor look to : the Irish resident says, “ It is always so at this 
time of year but this philosopher, beyond the reach of want himself, is unable to 
estimate the wide ruin which the loss of a portion of a sole maintaining crop inflicts 
upon a people who have no variety of crop, and no re-enforcement of supply. 



]\Ir. Trevelv.\^n to Mr. Scott Russell. 

Treasury, June 10, 1846. 

The public service which has been performed by Mr. O’Brien is, that 
from an early period of our operations for the pui'pose of alleviating the 
expected scarcity arising from the failure of the potato crop in Ireland, he 
actively and effectually co-operated, by the manufacture of a palatable, nutri- 
tious, and wholesome food, to introduce the use of Indian corn in Ireland as a 
substitute for potatoes, and an antidote to the apprehended scarcity. 

^ I enclose a few extracts, the fii-st which came to hand, from Commissary 
General Sir R. Routh’s letters, relating to Mr. O’Brien’s exertions; and it will 
add to their effect w’hen I mention, that the fact of the prize having been 
offered by the Society of Arts was first mentioned by me to Sir R. Routh, 
in a letter dated 20th IMarcli last, and was by him communicated to Mr. 
O’Brien long after he began to exert himself to introduce the use of Indian 
corn. 

I miglit multiply passages from various correspondents in Ireland sho-wing 
that Indian corn answei-s to the description of food for which the Society have 
offered the prize ; but I cannot resist the temptation of giving the following, 
from a letter received this morning from Commissary-General Hewetson, dated 
Cork, 7th instant : — 

“ I am assured from the best authority that, in all the localities where our 
“ meal is in use, the general health of the people has wonderfully improved ; 
“ and that where, at this season, gastric complaints were numerous, there are 
“ scarcely any, such is the wholesome and nutritious quality of the meal, so 
“ superior in every point of view to the potato ; and the mass of the peasantry 
“ are really grateful to the Government for their timely interpositioa” 



Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasuiy, June 10, 1846. 

officers and others belopging to the Commissariat establishment in 
Ireland have acquitted themselves in this emergency in a irmnT^ p y which reflects 
great credit on themselves and on the department ; and we have the additional 
satisfaction of knowmg that the efforts which have been made, have had the 
successful result of relieving the distress of the people, and I hope also of con- 
vmcing them that an anxious attention is paid to their w'elfare. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlm Castle, Jum 10, 1846. 

I HAVE your letter of the 8th June. I shall be glad to leam, at your 
early convenience, the quantities actually sent to Galway and Sligo, as I am 
obliged to form so many small depots in the interior, Ballinrobe, Castlereagh, 
Roscommon, Carrick-on-Shannon, and others. From Sligo I must do some- 
thing for Suineford, Ballina, and Coolavin. 
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I have been obliged to reduce the rate of oatmeal at Sligo to 14t ; and I 
shall be obliged to reduce the Indian corn meal at Waterford to 91. lOs. • and at 
no great distance I must reduce it at Dublin, some time next week. 

I am keeping up all the coast-guard stations. As soon as I receive a report of 
their arrangements from the outports, and finish a little more my constabulary 
depots, I shall report to you, ofiiciaUy, in a few days. 

We shall have very heavy accounts for May, June, and July ; and I think we 
shall require some more temporary assistance for their compilation and 
examination. 

Do not forget to let me know the exact quantities I may expect at Sligo and 
Galway. 

I am laid up with the influenza, and might be sick if I had time. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 12, 1846. 

I SEND herewith a copy of a letter from IMr. Baring, which will give you 
the information you require about the quantities of Indian corn sent to Galway 
and Sligo. 

Pray advise the officers at those places of what they are to expect. 

The 5,140 quarters referred to in Messrs. Baring’s letter complete what has 
been called in the correspondence “the Liverpool Order,” but which I latterly 
authorized Messrs. Baring to execute wherever the corn was to be had 
cheapest. 

If the Government does not again appear in the market as a purchaser, 
which I liope it will not, prices must fall still lower, which will be a great help 
to us in withdrawing from our relief operations. 



Mr. Trevely-^n to Sir R, Routh. 

Treasury, June 13, 1S46. 

The numerous tenders of Indian corn which I have received and rejected, 
confirm Messrs. Barings’ statement of the expected abundant supply of that 
article, which, combined with an early and plentiful harvest, will, I hope, laud 
us safe early iu the autumn, and enable us to break up our establisbments as 
we dispose of the meal at the different depots, and settle the accounts. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 13, 1846. 

I send you a report of an Assistant Poor-Law Commissioner, Sir. Ball, 
who has been visiting the relief committees. Not knowing him personally, I can 
only judge of the- v^ue of his observations from their perusal, I think there 
was an increase of ksue from our depots when they first opened for general dis- 
tribution, but that might not affect his opinion in regard to consumption. 



Enclosure. 

Pallas Kenry, Limerick, June 10, 1846. 

In my letter of yesterday evening I did not state to you the result of my inquiries as 
to the recent fall in the price of potatoes in Ennis and in other places. I shall state the facts, 
such as I was able to ascertain them as to Ennis, and may remark that, with the exceptiraiof 
local circumstances, the same account maybe given of most of the towns in this part of Irrfand. 
In orcUnary years, the town of Ennis derives its supf4y of potatoes from the surrounding clis- 
fricts, but especially from the northern part of the county of Clare (baronies of Rtm-en,' 
Incbiquin, and Upper Bunratty). In two of the three baronies referred to, Tneldquin. and Upper 
Bunratty, the failure of the potato crop was very extensive, whilst Burren aud part of Corcomrol 
have escaped with far less loss. In part of the county of Galway, bordering on Clare, there 
appears to be a- considerable supply which has continued quite unaffected by the disease. In 
consequence of the almost universal failure of the crop in tb© immediate neighbourhood of 
Ennis it was easy fer the holders of potatoes to obtain a considerable advance in price at an 
early period in the season. At the time when this price would have been still further 
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advanced, owing to the diminution in the supply, the introduction of Indian corn began to act 
as a cheek upon the markets, and after one or two weeks the poorer class having become com- 
pletely reconciled to the new food, the price of jjotatoes would probably have at once been 
reduced, if it were not that, though less required for consumption as food, a large supply 
was still required for seed, which, in some districts, was purcliased by the farmers for them- 
selves, and in others a large part of the needful supply was purchased by the Relief Committees, 
to be resold at a reduced rate to the poorest families. 

The demand for seed potatoes having ceased, and the consumption being now limited to 
the inlinbitants of towns who can afford to pay an advanced price, and it being perfectly 
clear that the mass of the population have laid aside the potato diet for the present season, it 
might be e-^pected tliat a diminution in its price would be the result. Some persons are 
disposed to connect this diminution with the recent reduction in the price of Indian com meal 
issued from the Government stores. I am of opinion that the cause which I have- assigned, 
viz., the termination of the season for sowing potatoes, affords, in most cases, the truer explana- 
tion, as I do not find that any great or general increase in the consumption of Indian corn 
meal has followed the reduction referred to, and it is to be hoped that no such increase will 
take place. The weekly consumption of Indian corn meal in the county of Clare now exceeds 
100 tons, which, at the lowest calculation, is equivalent to 500 tons of potatoes ; and I tliiik 
there can be no doubt that, even if it had been possible to share equally the entire supply of 
potatoes in the county throughout the entire population, it would have proved insufficient for 
their support beyond the commencement of the present month ; the reason for which I should 
expect a fall in the price of potatoes in all the town markets at the present time is, that no town 
being very remote from some district in which there still exists a supply of potatoes, and this 
supply no longer saleable in the country, the same causes wliieh hare produced the reduction at 
Ennis are likely to act in other places. The actual amount of the reduction at Ennis ia about 
^d. per stone of 14 lbs., the average price of sound potatoes having fallen from 6d. to 5|rf. ; 
sales effected below tills rate have usually been of partially unsound potatoes. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevely.4N. 



Dublin Castle, June 13, 1846. 

Adverting to my letter No. 162, of the 21st May. in which I liad the 
honour to lay before you, for the consideration of the Right Honourable my 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, my letter to the Inspector- 
General of the constabulary for the purpose of establishing the arrangements 
necessary to provide for the supply of the interior, and of which I received 
their Lordships’ approval signified to me in your letter No. 146 of the 23rd 
ultimo, I have now to state to you the progress I am making in these proceed- 
ings, and the gratification I experience ia the zeal and activity of the department 
which their Lordships’ have placed under my ordei*s. 

It is also satisfactory to recognise, in the foresight of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, the real cause which has averted a great calamity from this country in 
the introduction of the Indian com meal, which has become so popular, that 
even the potatoes have. been sold to procure the means of purchasing it, and 
it has found its w^ay into the remotest corners and w’ith the happiest effects. 
It has put a stop to the usurious practices of the corn dealers ; it has kept dowm 
the price of all articles of food ; and it has considerably diminished the attach- 
ment of the people to the potato. I have received the most gratifying reports 
from Colonel M‘Gregor, who has been absent on a tour of inspection through 
seventeen counties, and he informs me that the grateful feeling of the peasantry 
is everywhere conspicuous ; that the pro\ision of this cheap food within the 
reach of all, and the example set to private speculators to engage in the same 
commerce, has evidently been the means of diminishing crime, and that all 
classes of people are full of its commendation. 

I state to you these facts, because they cannot be otherwise than satisfactory 
to my Lords ; but we must not forget that we have still two months of diffi- 
culty to encounter \ yet I trust, notwithstanding the uncertainty of the demand, 
that the same success ■ndll continue to accompany our exertions. 

The following are the constabulary depots either established or in the course 
of being so since my last communication, though it will be found expedient to 
add many localities to this list ; — 



Ballymote, county Sligo, . . supplied 
Balluirobe, county Mayo, . . „ 

Castlereagh, county Roscommon 
Roscommon, ditto „ 

Carrick-on-Shannon, county Leitrim 



from Sligo. 
Westport. 

Longford. 
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A thy, Queen’s county 
Mount Millick, Queen’s c< 

Castle Dermot, Kildare 
Tullamore, Kmg’s county 
Clare Castle . . 

Fort Duiiaha . . 

Killiard 
Couryclare 

Armagh, county Armagh 
Monaghan, county Monagl 

Though this is only a commencement, my Lords will not fail to observe 
that these arrangements establish a machinery for this ser\'ice susceptible of 
any further extension it may require, and a plan is laid down which is appli- 
cable to any future emergency. 

I submit to you a statement of my aiTangements with the coast guard, and 
a list of the stations round the coast wliich are constantly full, and are re- 
plenished as the occasion requires. 

I tliink it is a consideration \vorthy of notice in this important service, that 
it has been carried on at so small a cost, weighing the effects which it is pro- 
ducing, the great number of persons necessainly employed, and its ramifications 
through such an extent of comitry, and embracing nearly the whole coast. 

The effect of these small depots in the interior and upon the coast extends 
, much beyond their own immediate precincts, and the facility of carrying out 
the same system to any distance is a terror to all excessive demand, thus acting 
by its influence as well as by its direct operation. 

I find that seven cargoes of Indian corn have aiTived to order at Cork from 
the Mediterranean, and thirteen more are expected. Amongst the former is 
the Battina, wliich Commissary-General Hewetson is unloading. The ‘'Con- 
cord” hi^ arrived at Limerick, and is also by this time discliarged. 

The reports of the coming crop are conflicting, though I tliink for the 
moment the good predominate. I do .not think there is any sure reliance to 
be placed on such opinions, which are clearly premature; but it is a source of 
great satisfaction that the Indian corn meal has been a successful experiment, 
and that we have now always a substitute at hand, and that its importation 
through the usual channels of trade may he looked upon as secured. 



I supplied from Dublin. 

„ Dublin. 

I „ Limerick. 

I „ Dundalk. 



Enclosuijk. 

List of Coast Guard Stations in Irf.l.and that have been supplied with Indian Corn 
M iiAL for sale to the distressed Population. 



Bonmatron 
Islands of Kane . 
Duiunore, East . 
Arthiirstown . 

Pethard .... 
East Ferry . . . 

Bailycroneen . 

Poor Head 
Light House 
Crosshaven 
Robert’s Cove 
Ringabella 
Court Massherrj' 
Upper Cove . 

Old Head . , . 

Oyster Haven 
Dunny Cove . 
Castletownsend . 
Milk Cove 

Glandore (Union Hall) 
Baltimore . . . 

Cookhaven . . , 

Valentia (supplying 
Port Magee). 
Ballinskeiligs . , 



Waterford district 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Cove district 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
dilto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kinsaie district 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Skibbereen district 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Knightstorvn district 
ditto 



Kells 

West Cove 
Waterville . . 

Dingle .... 
Beale and Ballybimnin 
Ballyvaughan 
Arran Islands 
Letterniore . 
Roiindstone . 
Ballinakill 

Claggan .... 
Kiileries .... 
Cliffden .... 
Keele (Achill Island) 
Newport Mayo 
Innisturk Island . 
BofHn .... 
Beltnullet 

Killibegs .... 
Lochrus .... 
Rutland .... 

I Kilcorgan 
I Kilrush and sundry 
I dependencies. 



Knightstown district 
West Cove district 
ditto 

Dingle district 
Beale district 
Galway district 
ditto 
ditto 

Clifden district 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Keele district 
Newport district 
ditto 
ditto 

Bslmullet district 
Port Rushine district 
Lochrus district 
Rutland district 
Galway district 
Mouth of Shannon 



Z 
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Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, June 15, 1846. 

The present communication will convey to you a practical change in the 
business of my depot, interesting and advantageous to the general intention of 
this department. Sir R. Routh ™te to me lately in such fullness of terms 
relative to a •wise distribution of the Indian meal, both as regarded relief and 
the popularity of the food, that I fortlnvith proceeded, after heariiig from my 
immediate commanding officer, Commissary-General Coffin, to give full effect 
to his wishes. I accordingly opened ray depot for retail sale on Friday last, 
announcing the day previous, in the terms herewith forwarded, my intention, 

I previously consulted wdth the most intelligent members of the Local Com- 
mittee of Banagher, and found that by such a plan I -was still co-operating 
with their measures. This Committee has confined itself to a sale, under cost 
price, to certain parties with large young families who had scarce any mode of 
existence, and to wliom the market j)rice of provisions -u'as intolerable. My 
sale is open to all, and has no charitable essence in it, except such as the poor 
descry in such a provision by Government for their wants. 

I have only two days’ experience of the -working of this system ; but I am 
gratified by the result. On the first day -u^as sold an amount of 700 lbs., on the 
second 600 ; in small quantities, from one stone to three. The pai*ties pur- 
chasing were such, that I have at present no fear that I am selling to any but 
those who intend to consume the meal in their owm homes. Without any 
increase of my department I am able to accomplish this, my clerk and constable 
being sufficient to conduct it luider my inspection, while the requisitions of 
Committees are attended to by myself. 

The calls from Committees are always for tons. 

This mode of issue is highly advantageous to the people. Sir R. Routh was 
anxious for it ; Commissary-General Coffin agreed ; it was left to my discretion, 
and its institution has satisfied me that it is judicious. Apparently, without obli- 
gation, the imblic have access to this noble food, and they -will soon relish that 
which they seem to exchange for their cash. As to security against the meal 
being resold, I possess it in the truth that the poor will not dearer for it else- 
where when they can purchase it from me. The immediate effect of this s:de was 
to lower the Baniigher market more decidedly than has yet been accomplished by 
the contracted sale of the depot of the Banagher Committee ; and the inferior kinds 
of meal soldhy dealers to the poor (barley and l)ean), fell considerably, and so they 
should, for they are a vastly inferior article to the Indian meal. The general 
popularity’ of the meal is daily increasing ; not a carman who comes in for com- 
mittee tons but purchases a stone or two for his own use, and takes it home with 
him ; and the two labourers employed about my store frequently lay out their 
shilling wages in the purchase’ of it. 

The requisitions from Committees this past week have been much increased. 
From Slonday to Saturday 124,000 lbs. of meal have been sent forth through the 
counties King and Tipperary. From the latter, and the edge of Clare and Galway, 
I receive accounts of painful destitution, arising either from an absolute deficiency 
of food, or the exorbitant rate demanded by the dealer’s. The correspondents on 
behalf of Committees are usually intelligent men, and though I have met with 
some peculiarities, our communications flow w’ithout the slightest discord. They 
are usually clergymen, priest or Protestant, and they one and aU represent freely, 
if not gnieefully, the actual state of the poor in their localities. In some parts of 
Tipperary it is stated there are no potatoes at any price left. 

I cannot too often affinn that, with respect to this portion of Ireland, but for 
the introduction of these supplies the poor man would now be stamng, or providing 
himself by a violation of laiv, and the class above “ Poor” would be purchasing 
from a scanty maiket, at u ruinous sacrifice of their present and perhaps their 
future means. 

The interest I feel in my duties increases with their importance; and in 19 
years’ military service I never enjoyed what I now experience, an active duty, with 
the happy effects of my exertions constantly presenting themselves around me. 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 22, 1846. 

It occurs to me, that the best way of giving effect to Lord Lincoln’s and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s wishes, as expressed in the acconipanyiuo' 
notes, will be, to send you those notes, and tlie letter from Captain Pole to 
which they relate. 

If, as would appear from your letter received to-day, there is a pressure upon 
g)ur depots in other quarteis, it would be advisable to confine your issues at 
Bannagher and elsewhere, to what is absolutely necessary, and to send the sur- 
plus stock to the points at which it is most urgently required, as you are already 
doing in regard to the Dublin depot. ^ 



Enclosure. 

I AM a little alarmed at this letter from Captain Pole. He says his sale is “open to 
all, and ihere is no charitable essence in it;” and the whole tenor of the letter indicates that 
he has opened a general shoj), from which aU, rick ai'.d poor, mav supply themselves. He 
speaks of the carmen all taking home with them a stone or two. 

If this indiscriminate sale extends to the other depots, we shall have loud, ar.d I fear just, 
complaints from the regular vendor. ’ 

Moreover, can the depots stand such a rapid drain upon tlieir stores ? 

19^/i June, 1846. Lincoln. 



Mr. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bishopsgate Street, June 16, 1846. 

I THINK it right to keep you informed of what occurs in bargains and 
arrivals of Indian corn. 

Yesterday about 2,000 quarters from the Azores and Portugal were sold at 34s. 
M. and 35s. ; and to-day a cargo of 750 quarters of Tuscan Indian corn from 
Leghorn and Falmouth, is offered at 33s. Ot/., and could probably be had at 33s-. 
or 32s. 6t?., freight and insurance to any part in the United Kingdom, included. 

We had bought, and subsequently rejected the cargo of the “ Sorciere,” from 
St. Michael’s of about 450 quarters, as being heated, but tlie owners had ordered 
her, before waiting for an examination, from Cork to Sligo, for which port she 
has sailed. Neither you nor we are under any engagement, but the owners have 
requested us, as they have no connections or interest in Sligo, to buy the cargo, 
if we can find employment for it ; and if you are in want at that place, it would 
be a kindness to mention the circumstance to your Commissary General, that he 
might purchase it at a reasonable rate. 



Major SiMMONDS to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, June 16, 1846. 

This depot is working well under the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Coffin, 
and the great zeal of the storekeeper; in short, we have no idlers; the anxious 
wishes oi all in the good cause cemmands attendance at all hours. Some dif- 
ficulty is, however, experienced for want of a sufficient check over the claims of 
the Ix)cal Committees for Indian corn meal; the error as regards the relief of 
the poor is, however, on the right side, iu the matter of an occasional over issue 
of Indian corn meal ; and they ai-e, as far as expressions may be received, ino.st 
thankful to the Government for the relief so opportunely offered, under judicious 
restrictions and management, wliich has saved thousands from starvation, and 
kept the ill-disposed in check. 

Low wages, and a want of sufficient employment, had placed the necessaries of 
life beyond the means of the poorest classes, and it would make your heart glad to 
hear the honest expressions of praise for the considerate and humane acts of the 
Government, iu preserving the poorest of the poor fi-om famine. Some few of the 
corn merchants in this city are discontented at the aid afforded by Government, 
which alone has saved Ireland from the greatest misery. 



Z 2 
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Slessrs. Baring Brothers & Co. to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bisliopsgate Within, June 17, 1846. 

We have the honour to inform you that our Agent, Blr. Ward, at Boston, 
TJ. S. A., has collected from the underwriters the amount of the total loss of the 
cargo of Indian corn by the barque “ Arab”, and we beg to wait upon you with 
the enclosed statement of the recovery and net avails, amounting to dollars 
22,668, which he has invested and remitted to us in three bills, at 60 days’ sight, at 
the exchange of 108-1 per cent together 4684Z. 11s., which fall due on 17th August 
next, and we hold that sum at your disposal on that day, subject to encashment. 



Tre.asury Minute on the above. 

June 1 9, 1846. 

Write to Messrs. Baring Brothers & Co. with reference to this letter and request 
that they will pay to the account of Her Majesty’s Paymaster- General at the Bank of 
England, on the 17th August next, the sum of 4684Z. 11s., being the amount of 
bills remitted to them from the United States, and falling due on that day, as the 
net avails recovered from the underwriters at Boston of the cargo of Indian corn 
and meal which was totally lost in the barque “ Arab.” 

Acquaint the Paymaster-General with the above direction, and desire him to 
carry the amount, when received, to the credit of the Commissariat Chest Account 
in his books. 

Acquaint also the Commissioners of Audit with the direction given, and trans- 
mit to them the enclosure to this letter. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 17, 1846. 

I have just been informed that the Society of Arts considered that they 
could not give O’Brien the lOOZ. prize, because the bread sent by him was not, 
strictly speaking, an invention ; but they have awarded to him their first gold 
medal for the useful and public spirited assistance he has given, in introducing 
a cheap, nutritious, and durable food to the notice of his countrymen. 

You will see, from the accompanying copy of a letter from Messrs. Baring, the 
downward progress of the price of Indian corn, which will become much low'er 
if we leave it to take its course. 

You will see what Messrs. Baring say about the “ Sorci^re.” We are not 
bound by any good faith or good understanding, to take her cargo, and all it 
wmuld be right to do on the subject is, that in case it should be necessary, on 
other grounds, to make a further purchase, and this cargo should turn out to be 
sound and good, we might, in that case, give it a preference ; but what I should 
w'ish is, that it should be sold to private parties without our interference. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Buhlin Castle, June 17, 1846. 

I SEE in the “ Saunders Newspaper" that a large gold medal has been 
voted by the Society of Arts to Mr. O’Brien, the baker at Dublin, for the suc- 
cessful manufacture of Indian com bread, and I shall be happy to hear of its 
confirmation. 

I perceive that the refusal to eat Indian corn meal in the gaol at Limerick 
has been brought forward, but you will perceive that it was a compulsory order, 
wliich the inmates of the gaol resisted because it was compulsory, and con- 
strued into an act of unjustifiable oppression, and has nothing to do with the 
voluntary preference now given universally to this food. The Irish prefer it as 
more nutritious and more agreeable to the taste when they become used to it 
than oatmeal, as a good working food, and not accompanied by heart-burn, which 
they attribute to oatmeal. They also think it prevents fever, chiefly I imagine, 
because fever disappeared shortly after it came into use in county Kerry. 

We are very much occui)ied at present in the constabulary arrangements in 
the interior, and the correspondence is particularly heavy. 
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If ever such a service should present itself again, the machinery now adopted 
and defined will very much faciliate its operation. 

I cannot give any opinion to be relied upon, in regard to the sufficiency of 
our present supplies, which must be determined as we advance. 

I met Mr. Lucas the other day, and he said, I am bound in honour to 
acknowledge to you, that I am become a convert to your system and to the intro- 
duction of the Indian corn meal. I was averse to both, and it is but fair and 
just to you to state that my opinions have undergone a cliange, and that I 
observe Avith pleasure the success of both.” This is satisfactory, and even the 
radical papers have ceased to sj)eak of us in any other way than praise. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelt.\n. 

Buhlin Castle, June 17, 1846. 

I H.WE the honour to submit to you, for the information of the Right Hon. 
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that in consequence of the 
decreasing prices on the east coast of Ireland in the articles of oatmeal and Indian 
com me^, I have found it necessary to avail myself of the authority conveyed to 
me in your letter No. 120, dated 27th April last, and to reduce the prices of Indian 
corn meal at the depots of Dundalk, Dublin, and Waterford, and at the coast- 
guard station of Tramore, to nine pounds six shillings and eightpence per ton, 
or one penny per pound ; and I have also been compelled to reduce the price of 
oatmeal to fourteen pounds per ton at Dublin, and to extend the same reduction 
(of oatmeal only) to Limerick, where the Indian corn meal has become so popular 
that there is scarcely any sale for oatmeal, and a cargo shipped to that port from 
county IMayo Avas unable to find a market even at fourteen pounds. 

The fall of price in the same article at Sligo, retailing at 14s. to 14s. 6cZ. per 
cwt., has obliged me to adopt the same reduction in that county. 

My Ijords are aware that Sligo is a great shipping port for oats and oatmeal. 

These reductions do not apply to any but the depots herein named. 



The Rev. Theobald Mathew to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, June 18, 1846. 

It will gratify you to be assured that the wise and generous measure 
adop>ted by Government has been attended with conipdete success. A frightful 
famine has been warded off, and the inhuman speculations of corn, flour, potato, 
&c., dealers have been confounded. Our people are becoming fond of maize 
flour, and I am confident that it will ever continue to be used in Ireland as a 
necessary of life. The mode of preparation best suited to the condition of our 
people, and what is generally adopted, is what is called in Italy -polenta. A 
quantity sufficient for three or four days’ consumption is well boiled like oaten- 
meal, hasty-pudding, or stirabout. When cooked, it is poured out into a large 
open vessel, and, as required, it is cut in slices, and either wanned in milk or 
fried in a pan or baked. It is excellent, substantial, and nutritious food. The 
rich would find it a delicious addition to the morning or evening tea table. 



Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Westport, June 19, 1846. 

On hlonday I Avent to Balinrohe, where a supply of meal was sent last 
Friday, to see how the constable in chai-ge Avas getting on ; and I took Cong in my 
Avay, Avhere there is also a depot of meal under the distribution of the Relief 
Committee, at the head of which is JVIr. Moore, the Protestant clergyman, and 
Mr. Waldron, the Roman Catholic priest. I saw each of them, and they appear 
to pull together veiy well for the general good. 

Mr. Moore informed me that the people, though exhemely destitute, so much so 
that he had then several men at work on the road in course of construction, Avho 
are so enfeebled by long want of sufficient food that the clerk of the Ai’orks 
remarked that, as to the labour they were able to perform, it was next to nothing, 
though a few weeks ago he kncAV them to be strong and able-bodied men ; never- 
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tlieless tliey have in that locality a prejudice against the Indian meal, so that in 
10 days not more than 10 cwt. had been distributed. Mr. ^yaldron, the P. P., 
told me that he had much incurred the displeasure of his people in having been 
the active means of introducing the supply into the neighbourhood, which they 
attributed to selfish purposes, in order to shelve tliem off with as cheap a diet and 
with as little expense to liiinself as he could; and he further said, that he believed 
there were some self-interested parties who were endeavouring to keep up and 
encourage this reluctance to use the meal. This was also confirmed by the police, 
who told me that there are some large mills belonging to a Mr. M'Donnel which 
are full of vast quantities of meal, which they have stored with a view of obtaining 
large profits when the pinch came ; and the people prefer buying the coarse flour, 
obtained there at 145. per cwt., and the oatmeal, to purchasing the Indian meal. 
The same objections are felt to it at Balinrohe ; and one ground of their dislike to 
it is, the very bad quality of that which, on a former occasion, w'as distributed 
in 1831. I believe I have already told you that the millers who ground the 
Indian corn used to damp it to increase its -weight, and thi.s caused it soon to 
become rank and sour. It is a most susceptible article of harm from slight causes ; 
and, on the last shipment by the “ Elizabeth Anne,” some sacks became wet, and 
on opening their contents, the meal was as hot as lime, and it then speedily cements 
together in lumps and becomes quite unfit for human food. 

T heard at Balinrobe that there was a strong inclination, on the part of the 
majority of the Relief Committee, to purchase some of the meal at the store and 
distribute it gratuitously. This I explained to one of the members was quite 
opposed to the intentions of Government, who required that the Union houses 
should be full before any gratuitous relief was administered ; but then, he said, 
what use are our subscriptions if we are not to give anything away. I told him 
that they were raised in order to provide food as wages for labour, or as direct 
wages to enable the employed to purchase food ; and endeavoured to impress on 
bis mind the necessity of the greatest caution in this matter. I consider myself 
that the plan of Government as regards this point is a wise one ; but as much of 
this distress, or indeed all, arises from a momentary calamity of accidental and 
fortuitous occurrence, I am strongly of opinion that the usual conditions for 
admission into the houses should not be enforced : for at present, as you are aware, 
the rules are, that no person'is admitted into the Union wdtbout first parting with 
his house and land, which I submit ought not to be enforced on the present occa- 
sion ; if it is, 1 am convinced that numbers will sooner starve than go in. 

Sir James Dorabrain was here on ftlonday and Tuesday, and I met him at 
dinner : he had lately been at Belmallet, and there the eagerness of the people to 
purchase the meal was as striking as their reluctance at Balinrobe. He describes 
that district as being in great -want, and calculates on drawing very largely on my 
depot : 20 tons were sent there on Monday, and the supplies to the Coast-guard 
generally are daily becoming more frequent. Sir R. Routh tells me that he has 
accordingly ordered fresh supplies for tliis depot from Cork. 

At Clifden the distres.s continues, or, indeed, increases : the officer there writes 
most pressingly for additional supplies, and says that, but for this measure of the 
Government, it would be fearful to contemplate the starvation that must have 
ensued. 

I am glad to bear from Sir James Dorabrain that he purposes sending a small 
steamer, the “ Vulcan,” for the service here, which is much wanted ; as, though 
every expedition is used in both departments, the -frequent calms delay the 
transmission of the supplies to the different stations. I am at present supplying 
15 different points : and the inland-districts will now begin to apply, so that we 
shall be kept moving. 

All persons interested and disinterested applaud the scheme which has been 
adopted. 1 met a large dealer in meal a day or two ago, who could have wished 
that the Government had bought in the country, but candidly admitted the wisdom 
of the measures. 

I was much annoyed the other day to find that Mr. , who has undertaken 

on Lord ’s account to supersede a Relief Committee in this town, was selling 

the meal at Qd. a cwt. above the fixed price, in order to cover the loss arising from 
the weighing out in small quantities, which he considered his master ought not to 
bear for those who were not Lord ’s tenanti-y ; but I put a stop to it imme- 

diately, and pointed out that, as he stood in the place of the Committee, he must 
be subject to the same rules, and as they bore the loss on the distribution in small 
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quantities^ so must he, and that nohody was allmved to raise the price to the 
poor. I am not afraid of its occurring again. 

I have had an application from a gentleman near Balinrohe for leave to purchase 
five tons of meal from the depot at Balinrohe, as his people are borrowing meal 
at an immense price — 25.?. per cwt. ; but I cannot let him have more than a ton, 
as I scarcely yet know what calls may come upon that store ; and it is very neces- 
sary to knou’ something about the applicants, their station, and number of tenantry, 
which I make a preliminary condition to granting a supply ; and iu this case 
I wait for this information, and have written to Sir R. Routh to let him know 
what I have said in reply. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Castle, DuhUn, June 20, 1S46. 

I H.WE your letter of the 17th insbint, and I shall communicate to hlr. 
O’Brien his honours. I observe the downward inclination of prices; but we are 
in the midst of so many demands, that I think we must increase our supply of 
grain at Cork. I am in correspondence with Mr. Hewetson on this subject, 
chiefly in regard to his grinding, and the period to which he will occupy his 
mills with his present quantity of grain, including the cargoes from filessrs. 
Baring. The pressure is very heavy. The subscriptions are failing, and the 
public ■works are not forthcoming on many distressed points. All Donegal and 
county Mayo are crying out, and the issues through the Coast Guard are very 
large. Limerick must be kept up, and the demands are immense. M^estport has 
been almost exhausted, and Sligo too, so I think the Sorciere,” if the cargo 
is sound, will arrive opportunely. I have desired Mr. Hewetson to forward a 
large supply to Westport, and if I can meet with a schooner here that I can ciiarter 
to take 1000 or 1500 sacks to Westport, I shall engage one or two for that pur- 
pose. Time is the great object. All this swells our correspondence beyond measure, 
for none of the authorities in counties Mayo and Donegal have consented to stir \mtil 
their difficulties have burst upon them, and they are indisposed to make any sacri- 
fice or effort in their own behalf. 

We have deputations from Clare and Kilkenny to-day, who are in great alarm 
for the effect of the next six to eight weeks. The potatoes, such as they are, are 
all disappearing. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Castle, DuhUn, June 22, 1846. 

The issues from Limerick are very large tliis week, but I have not the 
details of the issue. They amount to 400 tons, but nearly 100 are for other 
depots. Hewetson has blended the two together, and I cannot tell the 
amount of liis issues to the country as distinct from those t'wo depots. But he 
informs me that he has only 5000 bushels in grain, and 30,000 -with his millers, 
•which will be delivered this month. M’^e shall therefore evidently require a 
further supply at Cork, so as to keep the mills at work all July, and I think 
tliat v>^e shall require at Cork an additional quantity equal to 1000 tons. I 
have not yet made out what ships are wanting of those advised to Mr. Hewetson, 
but I hope to be able to give you a more accurate detail in the morning, when 
I can have time to check them. The great demand at present is county Mayo, 
where they have made no exertion in their o-um behalf, nor any subscription, 
and throw themselves and their poor wholly on the mercy of the Government 
The whole district of Connemara is crying out, and it is a source of great regret 
to me, that I have no one to send there to keep things in order, and the Coast 
Guard, with all their zeal and activity, ai-e too lavish, and do not exercise a 
sufficient check. Could you put your hand on Major Waiaewright, of whom 
you wrote, to go over at once to Cliffden, and take charge, and in the meanwliile 
I will look out for an intelligent constable to act with him. He would liave 
about two months’ work, but some supervision is in every "way demanded there, 
and the object is to have that supervision there at once. 

I propose to ship about 200 tons of meal in the early part of this week from 
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Dublin to Limerick, probably double that quantity if I can find conveyance, 1 
am looking about for means. 

We must n-ind up our proceedings satifactorily. It would not do to be want- 
ing at the last moment. 

Pray lose no time in communicating with Messrs. Baring. I shall enter more 
into the detail of&cially to-morrow. 



Captain Po le to Mr. Thevelyan. 

Banagher, June 22, 1846. 

I CONTINUE to receive from the wdde circuit over wdiich, during the last 
W'eek, I again dispersed near 100,000 lbs. of Indian corn meal, the amplest 
assurances from the well-informed residing among the recipients of this food, 
that were it not for the introduction of this State provision, th^ poor W'ould 
certainly be driven to a violation of the law's to provide against staiwation. 
Local Committees are now, in fact, pressmg for a regular constant supply, 
which, though not given to them by me as part of a promised continuous supply, 
yet partakes of that character, as no reqn^ition has yet been sent to me a non- 
compliance with which would have been consistent with my duty. 

Within the last week, several new' Local Committees have sprung up in 
King’s and Tipperary County, and have been recognized by the Castle autho- 
rities. Tliese were localities where they waited for a pressure from the poor, 
without anticipating it ; that pressure arose, and to wathstand it, the upper 
classes found no resource but to avail themselves of the i^rovisiou of the State 
by a conformity with the preliminary directions of the Relief Commission. 
And it is a striking testimony of the reality of unusual distress, that the influen- 
tial gentry of some localities should, from a feeling of mistaken pride, hesitate 
for a long time to appeal to the public granary, or submit to the humility of a 
confession of distress, until the signs of impatience on the part of a population 
who had no such scruples, called them to their duties and compelled them to 
convey the benevolence of the State to the poor for whom it w’as provided. 

In this class of Committees, I rank Parsonstown, whose requisitions now' reach 
me as regularly as those of any other Committee. 

The county of Tipperary is evidently labouring under considerable privation, 
partly from the scarcity of the indigenous food of the country, partly from the 
great severity of prices. By a reference to the map, I find the Local Committees 
of that county touching each other’s line of relief closely ; and that the whole 
county south to Nenagh draws its supply from Bauagher. 

I have this week reported the vacant spaces in my stores, with a view to a 
further supply. 

The pubHe works, w'hich are commencing in several localities, wdll provide 
occupation for many ; the hay harvest w'ill soon engage many ; and there are 
few Local Committees not awake to the political truth that a gratuitous supply 
of food is death to industrious habits ; all liavc prepared some w'ork in the 
vicinity of their head quarter, w’hich w'ill at once improve a locality and main- 
tain liabits of industry among the people. 

Had this State relief been all State relief; had it not been mingled with and 
dependent upon the co-operating exertions of the inhabitants, the same apathy 
w'liich is engendered in the poor by gratuitous support, w'ould also have cha- 
racterized the proceedings of Committees, and those bodies would, without 
consideration for the moral character of the poor, or their own ultimate safetj' 
from tile cravings of the poof, have dealt out heedlessly, and without laborious 
precautions, those supplies to which they themselves had contributed not hin g, 
and W'hich coming gratuitously, they too would have supposed were exhaust- 
less. The system, therefore, of urging the richer classes to the initiative in 
monetary subscriptions was founded in wisdom ; it was applying an argument 
to them, which they in their turn are now applyiag to the objects of relief; it 
was, in fact, saying to the rich, “You shall have no cheap food, or help in 
money, unless you yourselves subscribe consenting to which terms, the richer 
classes turn to the poor, and say, "You, too, shall have no food unless you 
labour for it.” I bring forward these matters, not because they can, by any 
possibility, be new to you, l)ut as proofs that I see practic.aUy around me the 
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excellence of the rules 'which were laid do'vvn for the conduct of this remarkahle 
system of operations. 

The retail sale department which I lately organised, continues its daily 
labour -with good effect. About 1,000 lbs. is daily sold in small c^uantities to 
poor people, who come from 12 miles around to procure it ; and it embraces 
many -whose destitution is out of the reach of any organized body of relief. 

The popularity of Indian meal increases daily. The month of July, which 
bears the name of “ the meal month,” will be a trying one to the poor. 



Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

}Vestport, June'2.2, 1S46. 

Our issues are now very rapid, especially to the coast guard stations ; 
and I am sor^ to say, that the suffering and starvation is very urgent in some 
of the localities on the coast. I had received instructions from Sir R. Routh 
not to send any more supplies to Clifden in Connemara, as he feared my depot 
would be exhausted, and not able to meet the demands from the Relief Com- 
mittees in the inland districts ; but on Saturday, I received an express from 
Sir James Dombrain, dated Clifden, imploring the speedy issue of the food he 
had previously required of me. So I felt that I ought to act on his appeal, and 
would have sent the meal that day, but there was no vessel ready to take it. 
However, I ordered everything to be in readiness this morning at two o’clock, 
when we shipped 20 tons on board the “ Vulcan ” steamer ; she sailed at four ; 
and this afternoon I forward 10 tons to Belmullet, 10 to Achil Bay, 10 to 
Dugort (in Achil), and 5 to a station called Bull’s Mouth ; making 55 tons in 
one day. 

Mr. Cuscaden, the commander of the “ Eliza.” revenue cutter, has just been 
calling, and he tells me that on his last trip to the Killeries, he saw a 
boat, which pulled alongside, and the men entreated for some food for one of 
their comrades, who was stretched out half dead, and was unable to eat the 
bread which he gave him ; he gave me to understand that this was a case 
of starvation, and described the emaciated countenance and prominent eye-balls 
of the other men who were in the boat. This is very sad to hear. He tells 
me also that Sir James had ordered some of the meal to be distributed gratis, 
from what he saw of the destitution on the spot 

I am expecting large additional supplies from Cork to enable me to meet the 
increasing demands. Sir R. Routh tdls me to expect upwards of 3,000 sacks, 
nearly 400 tons ; so we shall have plenty on our hands presently. 

The “ Vulcan” will be of great service in the transport of these supplies, as 
her trips will be rapid and certain. 

Tuesday. — The commander of the “ Dee” has just called. We shall discharge 
to-day 860 sacks. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 23, 1846. 

I shall consider to-morrow, in concert with Messrs. Baring, the measures 
proper to be taken in case it should be necessary to make further purcliases ; 
but I earnestly request you to meet the demands upon you to the utmost pos- 
sible extent, by transferring the meal from those dep&ts -n’here it is not required, 
and by checking the issue from these last-mentioned depots, by raising your 
prices, if you do not altogether stop the issue from them. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

BuUin Castle, June 23, 1846. 

I THINK it desirable that I should lay before you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a 
copy of the letter which 1 have this morning addressed to Commissary-General 
Hewetson, as it will give you, in connection with the return forwarded yesterday, 
a clearer view of my arrangements, and the urgent pressure upon me. 
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I beg to impress upon you my anxiety that no time should be lost in com- 
municating with Messrs. Baring Brothers for an additional supply of 1000 tons 
of Indian corn to be consigned to Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork. 

I am also of opinion that the closing measures of our present service would 
partake of more activity and despatch if I were in direct communication with 
Messrs. Baring’s house at Liverpool. In a few hours I could communicate from 
hence with that firm, and make known to them the exact nature and extent of 
our wants ; and knowing the exact space of time in which this correspondence 
could be carried on and an answer received, I should be able to delay my appli- 
cation until the necessity for the demand became clearly indispensable, and thus 
avoid all purchases until this fact was established. 



Enclosure. 

Sir R. Route to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Dublin Castle, June 23, 1846. 

I HAVE your note of tbe 21st, which, by whatever conveyance it was sent, did not 
reach me until last night after the departure of the post. 

I be» to acquaint you that I have applied to the Treasury for a further delivery of 1000 
tons of^Indiait corn at Cork, but observing by your note that there are two cargoes arrived to 
order at Cork, I tb-nk it would be desirable for you to purchase them so as to keep your mills 
at work. _ . , 

I think you had better arrange this purchase through Messrs. Baring’s agents, so that the 
whole of the duty may go through the same channel by which the Treasury have conducted 
it and which appears to be satisfactory to their Lordships. 

It is evident that vo*u mills must be kept in full employment the whole of tliis next month, 
and perhaps the first week in August. 

I perceive that your issues amount to 2000 sacks weekly, of 20 stone each, and the issues 
of Commissaiy-General Coffin at Limerick do not fall short of 3000 sacks. We must be in 
a state to meet the supply for tlie next six weeks. 

I should think the Galway dep6t would do for the present, and Westport also with what 
vou have sent, and with a schooner that I am loading here for that destination. 

* I have directed Assistaiit-Commissary-General Lister to send 400 tons from this port by 
the canal to Limerick ; the company promise all despatch and accommodation, but they move 
slowly. 

Tbe quantities forwarded from hence, and from Cork to Westport, will somewhat exceed 
300 tons which will give vou time to turn your present consideration to Limerick. 

Assistant -Commissary-General Stevens, from Sligo, reports the arrival of the “ Lady Rowley” 
with about 700 quarters of Indian corn ; he can grind about 150 tons in a week ; therefore I 
consider his depot, with what you have sent him, and the cargoes now on their way to him 
as provided for the moment. All which I mention tliat you may turn your principal attention 
to Limerick, so that Commissary-General Coffin’s issues may not be suspended. 

I see that Sir J. Dombrain has very inconveniently interfered at Galway, aud by his repre- 
eiitations induced Assistant-Coramissary-General Wood to prevail on the captain of the " Rha- 
danianthus ” to proceed with 100 tons of Indian meal to Clifden to be landed at the Coast 
Guard station, where I have no knowledge of any sufficient store or other preparatory 
arranerements for its receipt and custody. I endeavour to avoid sending a larger quantity 
than 10 or 20 tons at any coast guard station, as taxing their accountability beyond its proper 
sphere. 

P.S. The last quotation from Messrs. Baring Brothers on the cargo of the “ Providenza,” 
at Falmouth, including freight and insurance to GaUvay, was 33s. per quarter less discount, 
or 5s. per cent, per annum for tbe unexpired term of three months from date of bill of lading, 
which I mention for your government. 



Sir R. RotTTH to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 23, 1846. 

I WROTE you this morning, and I have since written a few lines to 
Messrs. Barings’ house at Liverpool that they may be prepared. I now enclose 
to you a note from Mr. Coffin, which will give you a better idea of our wants. 
As I said, these are things that hurst upon us, and we can take no steps until 
they do, and this is the reason why I wish to he in communication with Barings’ 
liouse at Liverpool in case of these sudden demands, and that having a short 
and easy communication, I may only ask for w^hat I absolutely require. 

We not on any account suspend or diminish our issues at Limerick or 
Cork, and we must go on with the demands of county Mayo and Roscommon 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSARIAT. 



173 



which will pi-ohahly get worse. We have the satisfaction of seeinv that our 
wants will not now go far into August, but it will be very severe imth the 
harvest begins. I cannot count on less than 250 to 300 tons weekly issue at 
Cork, or 400 tons for Limerick and dependencies. In all this week I shall be 
able to compute the quantity I shall require, at least I think so. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limerick, June 22, 1846. 

I HAVE this morning received a note from Mr. Hewetson, the tenor of which somewhat 
alarms me for the raamtenance of our issues at the present rate, He tells me that he has only 
16,000 sacks of meal remaining, that his own issues amount to 2000 sacks a-week and that 
he is now called upon for increased consignments to Westport and Sligo. Our issues here, at 
Clare and at Kdrush, during the past week hare been not less than 3500 sacks, and aklioueh 
there was some accumulation of demand at Kilrush. in consequence of the depot having run 
out before the outstanding orders were fulfilled, I do not think that we can estimate the weekly 
demand upon these three dep6ts under 400 tons, or upwards of 3000 sacks, or anticipate a 
reduction of Aat demand for a month or five weeks to come. Our actual remains and expecta- 
tions, exclusive of Hewetson’s 16,000 sacks, I cannot estimate at more than about 5000 to 
6000 sacks, scarcely a fortnight’s supply at the present rate of issue ; and it becomes a question 
for serious consideration, whether it is possible to maintain the present almost unrestricted 
distribution as long as the demand is likely to last, and if not, whether it is better to put a 
gradual or a sudden restraint upon it. Assuming restraint to be really necessary. I should 
give a decided preference to the former, because I believe that the latter would cause great 
alarm and distress ; but if we could be sure of such a fall in the market as might render 
restraint needless, we might go on slowly with our issues as long as the demand continues 411 
^ r attention awake to the alternative, and particularly to the fact that 

a faU in the price of Indian corn may fail to retrieve immediately the pressure on the depdts 
^ this district, in consequence of the present difificulfyin converting it into available food 
Hewetson tells me that his means of grinding also depend now chiefly upon steam power and 
are accordingly much curtailed. ' ^ ’ 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir K Routh. 

Treasury, June 24, 1846. 

I WILL write to you to-morrow on the subject of further supplies, which 
you may depend upon being sent with the utmost expedition. There can be 
no objection to your communicating direct with Messrs. Baring’s agent at 
Liverpool, respecting that portion oi‘ the additional supply which it may be 
determined to buy at Liverpool ; but you must depend upon our apportiouin» 
the purchases in such manner that they may reach their destinations as quickly 
as possible. On the last occasion we found it better to buy whole cargoes at 
Falmouth, or wherever else they were to be had afloat, instead of bu^no- in 
bond at Liverpool. ^ “ 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 24, 1846. 

I DO myself the honour to sulmiit to you, for the information of the Ri»ht 
Honourahle my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the result of my 
consideration on the subject of the purchase of the Indian com still required to 
complete the service on which I am now engaged. 

You will have seen that the issues at Limerick, which comprise a large part of 
Tipperary and county Kerry, all Limerick, and county Clare, and the mouth of the 
river Shannon, and the Coast Guard stations dependent thereon, amount to about 
400 tons per week, and I have no reason to think that this demand will diminish. 
There are no potatoes in any quantity at this season of the year, and the people rely 
wholly on the purchase of Indian corn meal for their food, which, in those localities 
where it has been introduced, is preferred to the oatmeal, and even to the potato. 

You will have observed that the weekly issues at Cork amount to 2,000 sacks or 
250 tons, and Mr. Hewetson reports that he had only 5000 bushels of unground 
corn in his stores. 

We may thus certainly calculate on 650 tons weekly through the month of July, 
independently of the demands on the coast of Connemara and Mayo, and the 
interior of that county j but I have made airangements to throw 300 tons into the 

2 A2 
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Westport depot, and I sliall be prepared to increase that quantity, and the cargoes 
are beginning to arrive at Sligo, so that I can defer this last consideration until I 
can judge of it with more certainty. 

I return, therefore, to the most important demand, that of Limerick and Cork, 
which will require a supply of 650 tons per week, and I submit to you my requi- 
sition for 3000 tons of Indian corn, deliverable at Cork. 

I compute that this quantity will meet all our wants to the beginning of August 
or thereabout, and I trust that the harvest and its employment, and the incoming 
crop, will enable us after that date to leave the country to its own resources. 

But it is most essential that this pur-chase should be made at the earliest possible 
moment, it being of the first importance to supply the mills at Cork with grain, so 
that they may be ready to continue to administer to the supply without interruption. 

I have the most perfect conviction that all the issues now in progress, which are 
made exclusively to the Relief Committees, are the result of the extensive de.stitu- 
tion which is prevalent throughout that part of the country : and that the crisis notv 
immediately preceding tlie harvest has only been averted by these precautivuis of 
the Government. 

It was to meet this crisis, and w-hile the provisions of the country were at prices 
■within the reach of the Committees, that we abstained from opening the public 
depots, reserved for the moment of the greater pressure. 

This period duly foreseen and announced by the Government has arrived, and 
with it, as I imagine, a responsibility on our part to provide for it. 

It is under these circumstances that I now respectfully submit to you my requi- 
sition for a further purchase of 3000 tons of Indian corn to be consigned to Com- 
raissiiry General Hewetsou at Cork, of -which a proportion should be sent imme- 
diately, and the remainder with as little delay as tlie circumstances will admit. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

June 26, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that Messrs. Baring have been instructed to send 
a further supply of seven hundred tons of Indian com in grain, and three 
hundred tons in meal, at the earliest possible period to Cork, consigned to 
C. G. Hewetson. 

But before coming to a decision upon the increased estimate, amounting to 
three thousand tons, submitted in Sir R. Routh’s letter, dated 23rd instant, 
their Lordships’ desire that he ^vill seriously consider whether the existing 
pressure, -which threatens prematurely to exhaust the depots, is not in a great 
degree owing to the price fixed for the Government meal being too low, with 
reference to the market prices in each locality ; and, if such should be the case, 
that he ^vill modify the prices for tlie sale of the Government meal to suit 
the circrnnstances of each district 

Their Lordships also desire that he will furnish a comparative statement of 
the Government price and of the prevailing market price at each of the places 
at which the principal depots are established. 

It appears from the instructions for the guidance of the constabulary engaged 
in the sale of the Government meal, a copy of which has been furnished^ with 
Sir R. Routh’s letter, dated 24th instant, that one uniform price of loZ. per 
ton for Indian com meal, and 15/. per ton for oatmeal, has been fixed for the 
stations at which the Government meal is sold through the agency of the con- 
stabulary ; but as one fixed price for the Government meal cannot be eq^ually 
applicable to the varying market prices in different parts of the country, au 
early revision of the prices at which the Government meal is sold is indis- 
pensably necessary. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, June 24, 1846. 

The prejudice of the people against the use of Indian corn, never in my 
mind very formidable, may now be said to have passed away altogether in this 
■ jiart of the country. They do not eat it merely as the alternative of starvation, 
but I am assured that tliey genei-ally prefer it to any other substitute for their 
accustomed food, insomuch that few of the Committees now attempt to offer them 
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anything else, and their sales of this meal are, with tlie exception of a few favoured 
districts, the sole resource of the poorer population, throughout this south-western 
part of Ireland. To cut off this resource would have such consequences that, I 
believe, no Committee would attempt it, were the Goveranient aid wholly with- 
drawn, for it is acknowledged on all hands that the countiy, at present in a state 
of the most perfect quietness, has been saved from one of tm-bulence and plunder 
only by the system of measures adopted, and principally by the introduction of 
this new species of food. 

To one who lias had my opportunity of observing the gradual progress of 
opinions and feeling respecting these measures, it has been both interesting and 
gratifying to w’atch the transition from indifference, mistrust, and hostility, to the 
unanimous and spontaneous expression of confidence and satisfaction ; but although 
I have never held out the prospect of a continuance of our present liberal rate of 
supply, and could with perfect consistency check it immediately, I will not answer 
for the effect of such a change. The higher prices which the Committees would 
have to pay for other supplies would beai* hard upon their funds already dimi- 
nishing, and oblige them, either to make further pecuniary exeitions in order to 
maintain them, or to raise their selling prices; the former a difficult, the latter a 
very hazardous experiment, for the people have heard of the remonstrances of the 
dealers against our interference w'ith theii’ trade, and would at once connect with 
the supposed influence of such representations any curtailment of the relief they 
are now deriving from the depots. 

A feeling of this kind might change the present peaceful condition of the 
country to one of lawless violence, for the people know and loudly acknowledge 
the benefit tliey are receiving from the interposition of the Government, and their 
anger at an interruption of it would be great in proportion to their disappointment. 
Almost any sacrifice therefore would be prefei-able to the risk of such a reaction, 
and altho\igh I am not inclined to turn aside in search of political motives with 
which I have no concern, I hear so much on the subject, and from so great a 
variety of sources, that I cannot help expressing my belief that the cost of this 
service, whatever it may be, tvill be amply compensated by the improved tone 
which it will have imparted to the relations between the people and their rulers, 
and also between the higher and lower classes. They have seen, and are not slow 
in declaring, that in a great emergency they are not neglected, but have been 
rescued from a state of Irightful misery, or, to use their own strong but common 
expression, that “ Only for the Government meal, thousands would have been now 
“ dying by the road side.” A little further perseverance must serve to complete 
tliis impression, and although I am aware tliat little dependence is to be placed on 
tlie gratitude of a multitude, facts live long in their minds, and though the feeling 
which arises out of them may for a time yield to newer impressions, a solid ground 
of confidence am never he wholly effaced from recollection. I know it to be an opinion 
among reflecting Irishmen that more will have been done in these few months to 
counteract the efforts of agitation, than years could have accomplished under 
ordinary circumstances. 

This is the favourable side of the picture ; but, at the same time, one cannot he 
blind to the actual and possible evils of the interposition between the people and 
want. Dealers complain, not altogether without reason, though somewhat unrea- 
sonably, and to an extent not warranted by the circumstances, of our interference 
with their natural traffic, aud many persons express to me their apprehension 
of the future inconvenience of the precedent now established, the people being 
now really better off in many respects than in seasons of ordinary abundance. 
These are points which must be left to settle themselves hereafter, and in the mean 
lime we may be thankful for the prospect of passing easily through a crisis which 
threatened so much more awful consequences. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Diihlin Castle, June 24, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for the information of the Right Hon. my 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of the instructions 
circulated by Colonel M'Gregor, Inspector-General of Constabulary, for the 
guidance of constables having charge of sub-depots, in pursuance of the arrange- 
ment suggested in my letter to that officer of the 20th May last, a copy of 
which was transmitted to their Lordships in my letter No. 162. 
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Enclosure. 

(Circular.') Coiutdbulary-Offiee, Dublin Castle, 

May 27, 1846. 

Instructions for the guidance of the Constabulary hanug the charge of, or engaged in 

the sale or distribution of Oaten and Indian Corn Meal, issued by authority of His Excel- 
lency the Lord- Lieutenant. 

1. In cases where the Commissary-General requires the assistance of the Constabulary in 
the conveyance of supplies for Relief Committees, or to depdts, county inspectore will appoint 
a constable to take charge ofs ich supplies, with the usual escort to the place of consignment. 

2. In places where there are no Relief Committees, the custody of, and accountability for 
the stores (which will be confined to Oaten and Indian Corn Meal), will remain with the con- 
stabulary. The county inspector is therefore authorized to appoint a constable for this duty, 
who will retail the meal in small quantities, and at low prices, viz.: — 

Oatmeal £15 per ton. 

Indian Com Meal ...... 10 „ 

The constable so employed will be entitled to 2s. 6d. per diem, from the Commissariat De- 
partment, in addition to his constabulary pay. 

3. If absolutely necessary, a room may be selected in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
barrack for tlie custody of the meal, for which a moderate rent will be allowed by the Com- 
missariat Department. 

4. No sale is on any account to be made to dealers or retailers. 

5. A form of account with printed instructions will be furnished to the constable, to enable 
him to account for the stores in his charge, and to note down the proceeds of the sale. 

6. Commissariat officers will be sent from time to time, to collect the sums last referred to j 
but as their visits can only be periodical, the money should be lodged, at least once a week, 
with the sub-inspector of the district. 

7. If it should be necessary to distribute the meal in payment for labour under the directions 
of a Relief Committee, the constable will still retain the custody and accountability, and enter 
the issues and receipts in the printed account. 

D. M'Gregor, Inspector-General. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 24, 1846. 

Captain Pole has done what many persons in first learning their business 
are apt to do, merely out of their anxiety to do w'ell. At first he referred every- 
thing to me before he acted, and these frequent references delayed the service 
unnecessarily. He was then told to act on the principle, and in the spirit of our 
instructions, and his zeal carries him to the other extreme. The aurea medio- 
critas, the discretion that steers between either excess, is not acquired imme- 
diately ; but good sense and earnest zeal like his, will not fail in discovering the 
right path. His letter is dated on the second day that he had begun to act, and it 
was natural enough that he should go a little beyond the spirit of our principle 
as regards his labourers and the carmen ; hut the depot itself could not he dis- 
pensed with. It supplies King’s County and North-west Tipperary, and the 
interior of Galway. There are only 200 tons in his depot. It will be time 
enough in August to send his remaining balances to Limerick. You will also 
recollect that the dealers had been hoarding up their supplies for this very 
period, and that if there had been no Government supply, the prices would have 
been most exorbitant ; and you will also admit that to make the Indian meal 
popular, it must become kno^vn, and its use circulated throughout the coimtry ; 
and that this popular taste once established, it opens a course for private specu- 
lation in future years, on an article already appreciated and sought after by the 
people. The d^ers have certainly been disappointed, and the enormous usury 
at which they sold their oatmeal, at 25/. per ton, payable at three and six 
months, has, in most instances, been put a stop to. There w^as one. class of per- 
sons, the small farmers, with their 5, 10, or 15 acres, who were in a truly 
pitiable state, above the class which were applying to the Relief Committees, to 
whose fund they had subscribed their 55. or 10s., and having no otlier alternative 
than these usurious imprests from the dealers. To this class whose potatoes 
were exhausted, I have authorised issues from half a cwt., to 2 cwt. of meal, ac- 
cording to their families, to help out -their subsistence, on a certificate from a 
clergyman or magistrate vouching for the parties seekii^ this relief. I Rha.11 put 
Captain Pole in the right way. 

P.S. — The only difficulty I have with the coast-guard people is this over- 
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zeal, but it req[uires managemeat to repress, or rather to conduct it for I must 
not show want of confidence, and I hare rather to praise and to commend 1 
tad the constabulary quite what I wish, but through so many ramifications 
■with committees of all descriptions, we must expect some imperfections, some 
occasional deviations from our general principles. 



Mr. Tbevelyan to Messi-s. Baring. 

Treasury, June 2b, 1846. 

I DEPEND upon your giving me the eai-liest intelligence in your power of 
your proceedings under the order of last night. 

I shall he obliged to you to consider that order as extended to 1,000 tons 
of Indian corn, if that quantity can be procured cheap and of good quality and 
ready for transmission to Ireland. 

Also, that not less than 300 tons of meal should be purchased at once, in 
part of the above order, at Livei-pool or elsewhere, accordingly as it may be 
sent at the earliest period to Cork ; the whole to be consigned to Commissary- 
(leneral Hewetson. 

Sir R. Routh informs me that he has written to your agent at Liverpool 
“ to prepare him.” ^ 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June^b, 1846. 

I REQUESTED Messrs. Baring yesterday evening to purchase 700 tons 
more of Indian com in such manner that it might be sent to Cork at the 
earliest possible period. 

And this morning, in consequence of the i-eceipt of your further letters, 1 
have requested them to purchase, besides the above 700 tons, 300 tons more of 
meal, and to send it to Cork without delay. 

All this is in addition to the cargo which you have directed Mr. Hewetson 
to purchase at Cork, and to the balance of the cargoes previously ordered. 

Messrs. Baring null give me the earliest advice of then* proceedings under 
these orders, and I shall send copies of these advices to you as I receive them. 

It now becomes my duty to recal your serious attention to the letters which 
I wrote to you by desire of the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 3rd and 
5th instant : the first pointing out the necessity of regulating our prices in 
each locality with reference to the market prices, and the second stating the 
Chancellor’s desire that no purchases might be made in Ireland except in cases 
of extreme necessity. 

Since then many indications have appeared that, without denying tlie 
existence of real and extensive distress, and the necessity of relieving ft, the 
great pressure upon our depots is mainly owing to the sales from them being 
made too indiscriminately, and, above all, at too low a price. 

I have already informed you that the attention of Lord Lincoln and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was forcibly drawn to the fact of the Banagher 
depot having been opened for the general sale of meal to all comers ; and the 
following extracts from the letters from Messrs. Hewetson and Coffin, which 
I have received from you this morning, are deserving of the most serious 
consideration. 

“ Mr. Hewetson, June 20, 1846.— I do not despair but I shall meet all 
“ demands, that is, if all the corn advised arrives ; but do not lower your price 
“ below lOZ. You will alarm the importers ; they are indeed already alarmed, 
“ ^d two of the leading merchants came to me on Thursday to ask what the 
“ intentions of Government were, as they heard we intended reducing our 
‘‘ price, and to issue without limit, thus in a measure breaking iaith with the 
" trade. I would rather, when the relief funds are exhausted, give it gra- 
“ tuitously, than lower the price and prevent the trade fr«n acting in concert 

with us ; but I do not in this county look to the funds being prematurely 
" exhausted.” 

“ Mr. Coffin, June 22, 1846. — It becomes a question for serious consideration 
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“ -whether it is possible to maintain the present almost unrestricted distribution 
“ as long as the demand is likely to last, and if not, whether it is better to put 
“ a gradual or sudden restraint upon it. Assuming restraint to be really 
“ necessary, I should give a decided preference to the former, because I believe 
“ that the latter -would cause great alarm and distress ; but if we could be sure 
" of such a fall in the market as might render restraint needless, we might go 
on boldly -with our issues as long as the demand continues. All that I wish 
“ is to keep your attention awake to the alternative, and particularly to the 
“ fact that a fall in the price of Indian corn may fail to relieve immediately 
“ the pressure on the depots of this district, in consequence of the present 
“ difficulty in converting it into available food.” 

It is a most important point to be borne in mind, that our plan is, not to gvoe 
the meal away, but to sell it. the funds for its purchase being provided by a 
separate machinery of private subscriptions, Government donations, and public 
and private works, which machinery may he considered as forming the basis 
of our operations. 

To fix a lair price for the sale of our meal, therefore, according to the state 
of the market, so far from implying a withholding of relief, can only have 
the effect of preventing abuse, of mabing our resources last as long as they 
will he required, and, as Mr. Hewetsoii expresses it, enabling the trade to 
act in concert with us; while the opposite course, of fixing an unduly low 
price, must paralyse the private trade, instead of controlling it, and prema- 
turely exhaust our depots hy bringing the Avhole country upon them. No 
addition zve can nmke to our stock could stand a demand arising from such 
a cause. 

For these reasons, it appears to me to be indispensably necessary that you 
should revise tlie prices fixed for the different depots, in order to put a gra- 
dual restraint upon the issues, and to re-establish the connection between the 
local committees and other parties in want of meal, and the private traders. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 25, 1846. 

I HAVE your note this morning of the 23rd. I have no meal that I can 
transfer from other depfits, excepting Dublin, and here we are doing it. I get 
the first boat to day ; each boat takes 50 tons. You have no time to lose. I 
have an offer this morning of a cargo, the “ John and Richard,” Clarke, master, 
from Genoa, which a Mr. Wilson offers to me at 36s. per quarter. I write to 
Mr. Hewetson on the subject, as the vessel is at Cork, and authorise him to 
make a bargain, hoping he -will obtain it at 33s., as the offer at 36s. includes 
freight and insurance to any port in the United Kingdom. He says it weighs 
64 lbs. per bushel ; this would bring it to about per ton. I dare say the 
master will let it go at 34s. 

There is also another offer, through Messrs. Baring and Co.’s agents, of a 
Tuscan cargo, deliverable in three weeks, in meal, from the firm of Messrs. D. 
Lane and Son, and^ (as I understand the letter) to be ground by that firm at 
Cork ; but this, I think, is objectionable. The price is 10?. per ton, and Messrs. 
Lane and Son are corn-dealers, I therefore refuse it 

You speak of raising the prices at the depots from whence we are now trans- 
ferring meal, hut our price is only the market price, and the issues ^ve do make 
from them are most important, and could not be refused. The fact is, it is the 
season in which the wants of the country are everywhere most urgent, and -we 
have nowhere too much, and I wish we had everywhere twice what we have. 

You -will recollect we are not giving away the com, but selling it, and there- 
fore there is no cause for hesitation, and I trust you -will give Messrs. Baring 
at once the order for the whole quantity. My only fear is they cannot supply 
it ; and it is for this reason amongs others, that I -wish to be in communication 
-with their Liverpool house, to know immediately the result. 

I fear I must write to Mr. Coffin, to give only a proportion of the demands 
upon him ; but I shall try and wait your reply, for such an order would have a 
most inconvenient effect at the present distressed moment. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 26, 1846. 

I HAVE yours of the 24th instant. I send you a private note this niornin^- 
of Mr. Coffin ; but I must remark upon one point, where he speaks of the prices of 
the dealers in contrast with ours. Take the price of 305. or 37^. per quarter, 
which averages about 8?. per ton, and if you add to that the cost of grinding 20 j. to 
28«., our price at 10/. per ton cannot be said to be too low. It speaks for itself, 
and we could not conscientiously ask a higher rate. The offer of Messrs. Lane and 
Son, at Cork, including all their expenses and profit, was 10/. per ton. There 
could not be a more convincing proof that our price is quite as high as it ought to 
be. I send you also a letter from Mr. Hewetson, who states that his mills now 
grinding for him produce 2000 sacks per w’eek ; but he must do more than this, and 
I write to this effect. I send you a memorandum of the mill power at Sligo, and 
we must rather send in that direction one or two cargoes more to supply its own 
wants and that of Westport, and leave to Cork the care of Limerick ; but Cork 
mu.st get three or four cargoes before any are sent to Sligo. 

We have six weeks of very active service before us, and I shall not be sony to 
see that period accomplished, for I am occupied from 10 in the morning till 10 at 
night ; and though I have given up all society w’-hatsoever, I feel the effects of it. 
The only thing that keeps me in health is early houi’s, night and morning. 

I shall be ready to receive — — • as soon as he arrives. His destination is 

a beautifully romantic country, with a peasantry as wild as its roughest scenes. 

His chief object will be to give more order to the Coast Guard issues, and to 
keep us advised of the real state of the wants, and superintend their discreet admi- 
nistration. 

The Lord Lieutenant expressed to me in very strong terms his unqualified ap- 
proval of all our arrangements. 



Enclosure. 

Cominissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limerick, June 25, 1846. 

Yocr letters of yesterday and to-day have set me tolerably at ease again about our 
prospects, but I had begun seriously to tear that we must again curtail our issues ; and 
althouc^h I was quite prepared to do this, having constantly warned comraitteess ag^t rely- 
in<T too much upon the continuance of our present liberal aid, it would have been both a diffi- 
cult and an irksome task, and I would not answer for the consequences, at least while the 
difference between our price and that of the market continues as great as at present. The 
actual tone of satisfaction and contentment among all classes can hardly be exceeded, but a 
renewed limitation of oiu* issues would press hard upon the remaining funds of most of the 
committees, and their periodical sales are for the most part, in this south-western section of the 
country, the sole resource for the subsistence of the poorer part of the population. In fact, I 
do not believe that any Committee could venture to stop these sales, even though we should 
desert them altogether, for I have repeatedly been told, not by Priests but by country gentle- 
men, that the attempt would be followed by immediate outbreak and plunder. It would be 
almost equally difficult to raise their selling price in proportion to that at which they would be 
obliged to purchase, and as the remonstrances of the dealers have already got wind, and are 
exciting some indignation among the people, any change of this kind would be ascribed to 
their influence, so that the inability to maintain our actual rate of supply until the market 
shall f^l nearly to our level, would almost reverse the good that has been done, ami substitute 
disappointment and ill-will for the present feeling of grateful confidence. 

I sincerely hope, with you. that August will see us out of our troubles ; for although we 
have proceeded thus far more successfully than I had promised myself, it is the most anxious 
and unsatisfactory task that I ever undertook, working in the dark, with no assumnee at any 
moment that the next step will be in the right direction. Your labour must have been far 
more severe than mine, yet I have often felt as if it would he impossible for me to go on any 
longer, and nothing but the urgency of the case would have induced me to persevere. It is, 
however, some consolation to know that we have not laboured in vain, and I can answer for all 
here, that they have merited any approbation that may be bestowed upon the exertions of the 
department. 



2B 
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]\Ir. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

'rreasury, June 27, 1846. 

I SEND herewith a copy of a letter I have received to-day from 
Messrs. Baring, which will put you in possession of their proceedings in the 
execution of our order, as far as they have been completed. 

You will observe that the purchases have been made at very favourable 
rates. 

I have communicated with you so fully in my recent public and private 
letters that it would be superfluous for me to make any further remarks until 
I receive your answer. 

I take this opportunity of sending you a copy of a letter to the Board of 
Works, and of a more recent one to Mr. Pennefather, having an important 
bearing on other portions of the operations for the relief of the people. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, June 27, 1846. 

In consequence of the order I have received from Sir Randolph Routh to 
purchase two or more cargoes of Indian corn in this port, and for sacking the 
meal now manufacturing from the recent consignment to me from Messrs. Baring 
Brothers, I have the honour to request an additional number, to the extent of 
10,000 sacks, may be sent here by the earliest possible conveyance. This supply 
is so urgently required, it will be necessary they should, as well as the 5,000 
already demanded, be shipped without fail in the Thursday’s steamer from London ; 
and it sacks of the usual texture and price are not to be immediately had, others 
to meet this emergency should be provided, so that no possible delay should 
take place in their arrival here, or very serious inconvenience would be the conse- 
quence. 



Treasury IMinute on the above. 

June 30, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance that an urgent demand for a further 
supply of 10,000 sacks for the service in Ireland having been received at this 
Board, my Lords request that the Master-General and Board wdll give directions 
that this demand may be immediately complied with. 

It is considered to he of much importance, that the whole or the greater part of 
these sacks should be consigned to Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork by he 
steamer which leaves London on Thursday next ; and if sacks of the quality most 
approved, viz., those at Is. 7%d. each, cannot be provided by that day, it is desirable 
that others, similar in quality to any previously supplied, should be purchased to 
meet this pressing demand, 

Acquaint Commissary-General Hewetson with the above direction. 

Also Sir R. Routh, 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Caitle, Dublin, June 27, 1846. 

When I forwarded to you Messrs. Hew'etson’s and Coffin’s notes, I had 
no time to ^company them by any remarks. Mr. Hewetson had no reason 
to suppose mat I had any intention of reducing our price, and he was one of 
the first who repeatedly and urgently recommended the present rate. The 
whole country is swarming wdth dealers, who have been hoarding corn to 
exact upon it an usurious price, and it is not fair to call those exactions the 
market price for an article introduced expressly for its cheapness, and recom- 
mended under tliat advantage to the use of the poor. 

While the price is 36s. per quarter, and it is much under that, it can be sold 
at a profit at 10/. per ton. In the early stage I laid before you a statement 
that showed that the price of a penny per pound left a profit, making the cal- 
culation on the whole importation from America. 
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We announced in March our intention on the 15th May to reduce our price 
from 11/. to 10/., and ^ve were ui^ed on every side to do so at an earlier period ; 
but all the best authorities coincided that the most severe pressure would com- 
mence after the farm labour in May until the commencement of the harvest. 
I thought our small depot, I say small with reference to the population, would 
be sufficient for that period, and indeed I did not actually begin our issues 
imtil quite the end of May. The charge of indiscriminate issues is unfounded, 
for, with some few exceptions, the issues have been limited to Relief Com- 
mittees. Those exceptions liave been the small constabulary depots, consisting 
of 10 or 15 tons, and some of the minor depots where this relief was given to 
the neighbouring poor at the same price, and to the small farmers who had 
holdings of 5 and 10 acres of land. The miller and corn dealer whose com- 
plaint was the loudest was a Mr. , a person to whom great encouragement 

had been given, and he was made aware of our intention to fix the price at 10/. 
in lieu of 11/., and he said “I shall sell then at 11/./’ his previous price having 
been 12/. But the meal which he sold was greatly inferior in fineness and in 
quality, and the Committees prel’erred ours. Under no circumstances could 
we have continued our price at 11/. with the sole effect of enhancing the profits 
of private dealers ; and more than once we were reproached by persons of high 
standing, of making at this price of 1 1/. an undue px'ofit ibr the Government 
out of the distresses of the people. 

I am therefore quite certain that I liave not erred in fixing this price, and I 
am persuaded that it could not be raised now without some strong expression 
of feeling in the country. 

The run on our depots arises from many causes, from the strict limits put on 
our previous issues, from the more severe pressure of the summer months, and 
the increasing popularity of the food, and the superior quality of that provided 
by the Government. 

If we have made a mistake in opening our depots with too small a supply, it 
must be remembered that we have had no data of calculation, that we could not 
anticipate the extent of the demand, that if we provided too much we incurred 
the reproach of an ill-judged expenditure, and thus in adopting the safer alter- 
native of leaving something to provide, we are exposed to the charge of having 
under-rated the distress of the country. 

To turn now to another part of the subject which is connected with the pre- 
ceding remark, I have been very anxious to obtain from Mr. Hewetson an 
estimate of the mill power available in Cork, and his reply this morning 
informs me that he camiot grind beyond 350 tons per weel^ and he accom- 
panies this statement by a proposition to apply to Government for an issue ol 
biscuit to lae dispatched from England. I lay before you a copy of my answer 
to him this morning. We cannot now change our plan, nor are the Irish a 
nation with whom such changes are possible. To say nothing of the expense 
of such a plan, of such doubtful result, we have not time for it, and we should 
he paralizing the effect we hope to establish by the introduction of Indian 
corn. 

I hope still that Mr. Hewetson may be able to extend his mill power, but if 
not, we must diminish the purchase of whole grain deliverable at Cork, say 
from 3000 to 2000 tons, including in that quantity another cargo to Sligo, 
where it may be ground for Westport and Connemara, so as to limit the supply 
at Cork to the two depots of Cork and Limerick. 

Mr. Hewetson gives me no detail of the mill power at Cork, only the result 

Until I receive from you some further instruction as to the course the 
Treasury wish me to pursue, I shall go on -without ostensibly contracting our 
issues, but exercising a quiet reserve so as to meet the present circumstances, 
being convinced that I could not openly restrict those issues, or reduce our 
price, without much excitement and some danger. 



Ekclosure. 

Sir R. Rooth to Mr. Hewetson. 

Castk, Dublin, June 27, 1846. 

I HAVE your letter of the 26th instant, and with it the first ji^jrmation of the quantity 

2B2 
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you can grind at Cork, but which I confess is much below my compu(arioii. Do you not think 
that by employing more mills you could grind a larger quantity than 35U tons per week ? 

I am aware that we hare not pressed the thing hitherto, and, if I recollect right, our usual 
average of grinding was 2000 sacks or 250 tons ; but the case would be widely altered, I hope, 
if we employed all the disposable mill power. 

I do not propose that you should continue your grinding beyond the month of July, but 
what you can grind up to the end of that month will be available, for you will grind almost 
exclusively for the two dep6ts of Cork and Limerick. 

I will write to-day to the Treasury to diminish the quantity one-third, and I regret very 
mudi that until now I was not aware of the fact you now announce, that you cannot grind 
more than 350 tons weekly ; indeed so much was I disposed to think it might be extended that 
I cannot help entreating you to reconsider even now' the possibility of increasing that quantity. 

I propose to send a proportion of the quantity now applied ibr to Sligo, where they may 
grind for that dep6t and Westport and Connemara, so as to limit your exertions to the Cork 
and Limerick depdts. 

As for changing this food to any other, I cannot concur in your opinion, and I have no 
reason to believe tliat it would be successful. It would be also a most expensive proposition. 

Let me implore of you to favour me with your exertions until the end of next month, a 
short period, and I am sure, with our united efforts in one direction, we shall be much more 
successful than by submitting different propositions at this last moment, when our labours 
should be undirided. 



Coniniissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cori;, June 27, 1846, 8 a.m. 

The very heavy demand upon our depots has awfully diminished our supplies 
of Indian meal; you will have had full reports thereon from Sir R. Routh ; he 
tells me lie has strongly urged further consignments to me here, to the extent of 
3000 tons of Indian corn ; but this will not be available to meet the July and 
early part of August pressure. It cannot be landed and manufactured, packed, 
and re-shipped coastways in anything like sufficient time. If you look to mv 
instructions to millers, you will see that 10 days must elapse between the receipt 
of the grain and its delivery in meal, that period being required for its manufacture. 
Much time, also, must unavoidably be consumed in discharging the vessels; and 
again, after the meal is packed, shipping it to its destination. My advice is, and 
I have stated it to Sir R. Kouth, that immediate steps should be taken to feed the 
people with biscuit, that article being available for immediate use ; shipments of 
it to be accordingly made from our victualling stores in handy vessels direct to 
each depot. The people would, no doubt, prefer the Indian meal, but it cannot be 
got ready in time in sufficient quantity to meet their demand, and what can be 
more wholesome than soaked sea-biscuit, when there is real destitution. What 
has made the demand upon us so heavy is the cheapness of tbe meal, and the 
readiness with which it is obtained from the Committees. The people will never 
be tired of feeding upon us ou such terms. 

I address this communication to you in a most hurried manner, to save post. 
It accompanies my demands for sacks, which is most pressing. I have purchased 
to the extent of about 2500 sacks, or 312 tons Indian corn, to be manufactured 
within three weeks by the parties, at 10/. per ton the meal. To-day I purchase 
a cargo of corn ; at least, I am in treaty for it. The “ Patienza,” a Trieste vessel, 
the last of the three Mediterranean consignments to me by Messrs. Baring, com- 
mences discharging to-morrow ; but the mill power I command will not at this' 
dry season turn out more than 400 tons per week. 



Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bishopsgate-street, June 27, 1846. 

In compliance with your wishes, we wrote to Liverpool on the 25th 
instant, to buy 300 tons of Indian com meal and ship them to Cork, and we 
have no doubt that, by this time, purchases have been made. Wedesired our 
friends to communicate what they did to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh. 

Here we have bought about — 
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500 (Quarters, Indian corn, jier “ Jack O’Lantern,” from St. Michael’s ; 

arrived at Cork, at 32.?. per quarter. 

500 or 600 quarters, per " Jane,” from St. Michael’s, now at Falmouth, 
at 3 Is. per quarter, deliverable at Cork. 

360 quarters about, per “ Vencidor,” now at Falmouth, at 30s. per quarter, 
deliverable at Cork. 

1860 quarters about. 

The Bill of Lading of the first purchase, now at Cork, has been already 
forwarded to Commissary-General Hewetson, and orders have been sent to 
Falmouth for the other vessels to proceed on their destination. 

I have no doubt that the remainder of your order will be executed on equally 
favourable terms. 

You will receive regular official advice of these purchases. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Momxtjoy Square, June 28, 1846. 

I WRITE a few lines to say tlrat I have a letter from Mr. Hewetson this 
morning, stating that he lias been able to make arrangements to grind 500 tons 
per week, which I well anticipated, and I do not doubt, if the occasion requires, 
that he may even greatly exceed that quantity. However, this I dare to say will 
meet the contingency, and I hope you will not hesitate in ordering the second 
1000 tons of Messrs. Baring, leaving, if you insist upon it, tlie last thousand to 
be governed by circumstances. I hope my letter of yesterday will convince you 
of the propriety of the price of 1 0^. per ton, and the danger of raising it, for the 
Committees can hardly pay that, and are constantly soliciting some diminution, 
as they have, in addition to the price, the cost of the transport to their several 
districts. 

The article cannot by any possible means bear a higher price. 

I see by Mr. Hewetson’s letter, that his inducement to accept Messrs. Lane’s 
offer made to him through Baring’s agents, was the use of the fine steam mdls 
belonging to that firm, which is a great acquisition. 

If you assist us, I have no fear of the result, but there must he no change of 
price. 

I cannot write more, as I am an invalid to-day, and intend to remain quiet 
to recruit. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, June 29, 1846. 

You are to have the second thousand tons, and the third thousand is to 
be governed by circumstances, as proposed by you ; but I sincerely hope that 
you will be able to do without it. 

Messrs. Baring inform me that they have completed the purchase of the first 
thousand tons within 300 qmrters. 

And I have arranged with them that they are to buy 500 tons at once, in jjart of 
the second thousand, entirely in grain, and to send one large cargo of it to SHgo, 
and to wait till I hear from you how much of the other 500 tons you wish to 
he in meal, and to what places you wish to have it sent. It appears that meal 
is to be had in considerable quantities at Liverpool, whence it may be shipped 
at once to any quarters where it may he required. 

I quite agree with you that it would not be advisable to commence issuing 
biscuit, as proposed by Mr. Hewetson, except so far as you may find it expe- 
dient to have recourse to the army supplies already at your disposal 

I am desired to state that the fixed prices at which the Government meal is 
sold, are, on no account, to be again lowered without the predous sanction of the 
Treasury. 

Also that no more purchases are to be made in Ireland, such as Mr. Hewetson 
has lately made at Cork by your directions, without such previous sanction — 
this being a bidding against ourselves, and tending to confuse all our arrange- 
ments. 
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Messrs. Baring inform me that a whole fleet of ships laden with India corn 
has arrived with this westerly wind, and he thinks that the price, even on the 
western coast of Ireletnd, will soon fall below 10^. a-tou, winch would relieve 
us from all our difficulties. 

I hope to hear to-morrow that you have got rid of your indisposition — we 
have not time to be iU now-a-days. 

Pray what was the date of your last General Report of your proceedings ? 
Another such General Report, bringing the history of your operations up to 
the present time, would now be very acceptable. 



The Secretary to Ordnakce to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Offi.ce of Ordnance, June 29, 1846, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that the Board of Ordnance having, 
in compliance with the request contained in your letter of this date, given 
directions for the immediate supply of 10,000 sack? demanded for the service in 
Ireland, Messrs. Henry, the contractors, have stated that they will use every 
exertion for the early delivery of the same at the 'I'ower, and state that they will 
be delivered by Wednesday morning next, if possible : — viz., 5000 sacks at 
Is. 7|d. each, 5000 sacks at Is. 54d. each. And I am to add, that directions 
have been given for forwarding these sacks to Commissary-General Hewetson 
at Cork, as requested in your letter. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, June 29, 1846. 

During the past week the issues from my depot have been 11 0,000 lbs., 
circulated over the counties King’s and Tipperary, and some new Com- 
mittees of Relief have also sprung into existence. The language of these bodies 
is now of a more importunate kind, testifying to increased distr^s, and no 
doubt can remain that were it not for these supplies, coupled with employment 
of the poor on public works, the privations of the population in the three 
comities for which I am concerned, Kings, Galway, and Tipperaiy, would be 
dreadful — such, in fact, as would have rendered Ml property in the shape of 
food a common prey, or a guarded object of jealousy. 

The language of the Relief Committee of Nenagh will best exemplify the 
state of the poor in Tipperary. This Committee was procuring a continuous 
supply from my depot, and I req^uested them to specify again, for my informa- 
tion, the causes which compelled them to apply so frequently to Her Majesty’s 
stores. They stated through their secretary : — 

1st. That farm labour had been almost completed by the setting of oats, 
" potatoes, and turnips, and that therefore the number of labouring poor for 
"whom they had to provide employment has more than doubled. We have 
“ 350 labourers having families, averaging 5 each family, at present employed, 
" and now pay them half hire in money, and half in Indian meal, at the 
“ reduced price of Irf. per pound. 

" 2nd. That the supply of potatoes to the Nenagh market has been reduced 
" to iico sacks on the average per day, and this miserable supply of an esculent 
“ of a bad quality, in a town with a population of 10,000, one-third of whom 
" are in extreme want, necessarily makes the supply of meal not only desirable 
" but absolutely necessary to alleviate actual famine.” 

It is difficult to procure from Committees generally so ample an account of 
the causes of application as the above ; but they all correspond in one senti- 
ment, viz., that distress is urgent, luiusual, and increasing. 

The little Committee of Banagher, with its comparatively rural population, 
is very active ; bodies of able-bodied poor appealed to it for work or food, and 
they have supplied them with both. 

I have now a fortnight’s experience of the daily retail sale instituted at this 
depot, and I have every reason to be highly satisfied with the result. I have 
no fear of too great an openness in this system ; none of the principles of the 
department are lost sight of. The Committee of Banagher is selling twice a 
week their wonted limited supply to their own selected objects at Zd. a stone 
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cheaper ; my sale only lasts four hours in the day ; parties purchasing must 
give their names and residence, which is registered in a book before them ; an 
application for more than two stones leads to further inq^uiries, and for three to 
a reference to myself ; but the practical results are the best proof of the useful 
and frugal character of this sale. The quantities sold range from half a stone 
to two and a half, the far greater quantities being under two stones. The daily 
average sale reaches 500 lbs., and I can safely say, as an eye-witness, that 
the poor people who are purchasers leave Her Majesty’s store with grateful 
hearts that such a cheap and excellent food has been placed within their 
reach. 

P. S. — A rumour that 800 men were coming in from the county Tipperary 
has, since I wrote the above, compelled me to apply for the first time for 
military assistance. There is now a guard of solders at Her Majesty's store. 
It is also reported that a priest met the people, and upon his addressing them, 
they dispersed. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

JDiiblin Castle, June 29, 1 846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Hon. my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
from Commissary-General Hewetson, advising the steps which te had tfiken 
upon the authority of my communication No. 151, which was transmitted to you 
in my letter No. 214, and dated 23rd inst. 

In reference to the question which you address to me on the subject of 
the price adopted in the Commissariat sales, I beg to point out this transaction 
as offering a reply and fair criterion of the correctness of this decision, inasmuch 
as Messrs. Lane and Son, who are dealers in corn, can afford to sell the article 
(of course with a profit) at the same price, 

I beg to recommend the arrangements advised by Commissary-General 
Hewetson for their Lordships’ approval. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

June 30, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that as arrangements have been made under their 
Lordships’ superintendence for sending without delay to Ireland such further 
supplies of Indian corn as are required, and great objections exist, as stated 
in former communications from this Board, to purchases heing made on account 
of Government in the local markets, their Lordships desire that no further 
purchases may be authorized of the description of those reported in these letters. 

Also state that their Lordships do not consider the remark contained in the 
last paragraph but one of Sir R. Routh ’s letter, dated 29th June, on the subject 
of the price fixed for the sale of the Government meal, to be a sufficient answer 
to the letter from this Board, dated 26th June ; for the price at which a 
wholesale dealer can afford to sell an entire cargo at the place at which it is 
imported is no criterion of the price at which smaller dealers can sell by retail 
in distant parts of the country ; and it is the retail price in each locality, m 
compared with the price at which the Government meal is sold, which de- 
termines the extent to which recourse will be had to the Government stores. 



Sir R Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuhUn Castle, June 30, 1846. 

My letter must be short this morning, as I have a very heavy corres- 
correspondcnce at the Commission. 

Mr. Penncfather showed me a letter from Lord Lincoln dated the 27th (a 
day after the date of the Treasury official letter,’ of the 26th), in which he 
stated that he had seen Mr. Goulburn, and explained the nature of our demands, 
so as to ensure a compliance with them. He knows the localities ; and also that 
I could not quote to you any market price of Indian com (except in a few 
instances), as there was not usually more than one holder of tJie article, and not 
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often that. The mai'ket prices, in the real signification of the term, apply to 
potatoes, oats, and oatmeal, and the presence of a cheaper article influenced 
those prices ; hut Indian com meal rarely competed with Indian corn meal. 

Mr. Russell is at Limerick collecting a depot, in case ours is exhausted ; hut 
we shall he disposed to allow him room to act whilst his prices are moderate. 
He has the advantage of the best steam mill, and the only permanent water mill 
at Limerick ; and could afford to sell, at a very reasonable price. 

I have a letter from Messrs. Baring’s house at Liverpool, stating that they were 
shipping a cargo of 300 tons of Indian corn meal to Cork ; now it is very desir- 
able to ship the corn to Cork, but the corn meal should go to Limerick, to save a 
double shipment; and if you could order one or two more cargoes of meal to 
Limerick, you would render us a most essential service. The issue at Limerick 
this week is not quite so large. I am pressed for time, and must conclude. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Castle, June 30, 1846. 

One word more to say, that I have ordered five sacks of the old military 
biscuit at Limerick and Cork to he delivered over to Mr. Coffin and Mr. 
Hewetson, to see if their rural Committees ■will take it, and if they will, I shall 
make an aiTangement for continuing the issue. Five sacks go to each. I think 
it may also be tried at Connemara from Galway. 



Treasury Minute. 

June 30, 1846. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer states to the Board that when it became 
necessary, in the latter part of last year, to take precautionary measures in 
anticipation of the expected failure of the potato crop in Ireland, and it was 
determined to procure a large supply of Indian corn from the United States of 
America, the house of Messrs. Baring Brothers, and Co. was selected as the one 
best able to render Her Majesty’s Government the assistance required ; and on 
the heads of that house being applied to, they at once expressed their willingness 
to place at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government ail the facilities which 
their established connections afforded for the successful conduct of such trans- 
actions, and subsequently stated that the correspondence would be conducted 
by a member of their firm who was not in Parliament, and that no member of 
their house would participate in any commission or other benefit to arise from 
the operations in respect to which they might be the medium of transmitting 
the instructions of the Government. 

The trust so reposed in Messrs. Baring’s house has been with eminent ability 
fulfilled ; and in all the transactions which have taken place up to the present 
date, including large purchases of Indian com and oatmeal in this country, in 
addition to those made in America, the proceedings of the firm and of their 
agents have been distinguished by an anxious desire to execute the business on 
the most favourable terms for the Government, and by an attention and exact- 
ness highly creditable to all concerned. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer considers it due to the members of Messrs. 
Baring’s house that the honourable and distinguished manner in which they 
have thus given their assistance in an emergency caused by a deficiency of the 
means of subsistence of a large portion of the population of Ireland, should be 
properly placed on record, and he suggests that a copy of this Minute should 
be sent to the members of the firm, in acknowledgment of the public service 
which they have performed. 

My Lords approve, and desire that a copy of the Minute he sent accordingly, 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 1, 1846, 

I HAVE your letter of 29th June : I am better, but I feel that ten hours a 
day of desk work is enough to overwork a strong constitution, and cannot long be 
continued with impunity. 
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Our ^^'ants will depend mucli on the intensity of the demand, and which I repeat 
to you, has no connexion with the price. Our rural Committees are many of them 
getting tired of their responsibility, and would readily avail themselves of the with- 
drawal of the Government assistance to throw up the burden they have undertaken. 
They require, therefore, to be encouraged. The great demand is Limerick, and if 
you can send a few' cargoes of meal in that direction, they would be most service- 
able. 

You tell me not to lower the present prices without previous sanction. I am not 
aware that I have done so, for you may remember I had your authority at a very 
early part of the service to fix it at a penny per lb., and I have never reduced it to 
that price, except on the east side, wdiere the vicinity to Liverpool enables the trader 
to retail it at that rate. 

I have so much to do w’ith the outposts, and the applications without number, that 
I must delay the report you speak of, but it w'ill come better a little time hence, 
when w’e can foresee the event with some more certainty. 

I enclose to you the price current of provisions from Sligo, that is "the town 
prices, whei'e they are better off than in the environs. There is no sale of Indian 
meal on the west coast, except Limerick, and at the moment not even there. 

Mr. Coffin writes me, that he had commenced his experiments yesterday on the 
apparently damaged corn, which promise to succeed. The white corn lauded from 
the “ Concord,” which looks and smells quite mouldy, comes off the kiln brightand 
clean, w ithout any bad smell or taste. The Genoa cargo was unexceptionable. 
The steam mill h^ come down to 4s. Qd., and he wdll he able to grind 50 tons per 
week, or something more, and about half that quantity at Banagher. The demand 
on this last depot averages about 50 tons per week. The issue at Galway last 
week was 120 tons, nearly two-thirds to the Coast Guard stations. Cliffden is in 
a sad state of famine, and I propose to send all the old biscuit belonging to the 
military depot at Galway for that post, and probably load a vessel from hence with 
a portion of it. In their extreme want, and being chiefly fishermen, it will be well 
received. 1 shall limit all my biscuit operations to the old biscuit in store, waiting 
to be exchanged, and to no other. The quantity at Galway is about 4,500 lbs., 
but the highest price we can ask for it, is 85 . per cwt, and in some cases not that, 
W'herethe mice and vermin have attacked it, or where there is a great deal of dust 
or powder. I write to Messrs. Coffin, Hewetson, and Dobree, to make the experi- 
ment with a few sacks. 

The depot at Clonmel, notwithstanding that the local traders and the Com- 
mittee are selling at the same price, is also much in demand. 

It is curious to observe the difference of taste. In this last-mentioned district 
they almost reject the w’liite corn, and prefer the yellow ; and in other parts, par- 
ticularly county Mayo, they will not purchase the yellow', and the women have an 
idea that it affects the complexion of their children. 



Enclosure. 

Return of Provisions in the Market at Sligo for the Week ending on Saturday, 
27tti June, 1846. 





1 PotatoeK. 1 


Oatmeal. | 


Oats. 


Date on which the Market was 
held. 


Tons. 


j Price per Cwt. 


Tons. 


Price per Cwt. 


S.ck., 


Price per Sack, 






From 


To 1 




From 


To 1 




From 1 


To 


27th June, Saturday . . 


107 


s. d. 
2 4 


s. d. 
3 0 


3 


s. d. 
11 6 


s. d. 
13 6 


700 


s. d. 
18 0 


t. d. 
19 0 


In Merchants’ and Mill-1 
owners’ Stores . . . J 








600 


13 6 


14 0 




i 





Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Jw/y 1, 1846. 

I HOPE soon to have time to write more at length, but I have been over- 
tyhelmed with business lately, and have had barely time to eat or sleep. The 
meal is becoming very popular, and it is very gratifying to hear from all classes, 
rich and poor, interested and uninterested, the same unvaried testimony to the 
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wisdom tiiid success of the GoveiniiieDt relief operations. All admit that, but 
for the presence of the Indian meal, oatmeal would have been, instead of 14^., 
25^. or 30^., and at least 40s. on loan. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Roum 

Treasury, July 2, 1846. 

1 HAVE rec[uested Messrs. Bai-ing to change the destination of the 300 
tons of Indian com meal from Cork to Limerick. 

It was ordered to Cork as the Pwt of Call, as we could not tell to what 
quarter your arrangements might require that it should be ultimately sent ; and 
ii’ the ship has actually sailed for Cork, you have only to send orders for it to 
go on at once to Limerick. 

Before any more meal is ordered io Limerick, I shall await the receipt of 
your reply to my letter dated the 29th ultimo, in wliich I requested you to 
inform me how much of the unappropriated 500 tons of the second thousand 
you wish to be in meal, and to what places you wish it to be sent. 

You will be glad to hear that Mr. Goulburn has written to his successor in 
the Chancellorship of the Exchequer, Mr. C. Wood, expressing in strong terms 
his sense of the zeal and ability with which you and those serving under you 
have acquitted yourselves of your difficult task. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Puhlin Castle, July 2, 1846. 

Adverting to my letter, No. 241, of yesterday’s date, I have the honour 
to lay before you, for the information of the Right Plonourable my Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter from Commissary-General 
Hewetson, reporting the arrangements he had entered into with Messrs. Lane 
and Co. to meet the pressing demands of his depot, and which, I trust, will be 
approved of by their Lordships. 

Their Lordships will observe that no further purchases were intended to be 
made by Commissary-General Hewetson. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary- General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh. 

Lee Mills Dep6t, Cork, June 30, 1846. 

With reference to your several communications upon the urgent necessity of reple- 
nishing our stock in this depot, to meet the pressing and heavy demands from the west coast 
and my committees (67 in number), I iiave now the honour to acquaint you that, in addition 
to my purchases of Indian corn and meal, reported to yesterday’s date, i have this morning 
concluded the following arrangements with Messre. Samuel Lane, e.Ktensive corn-factors and 
millers in this city : — ^viz., they are to grind in their powerful steam-mills, the use of which I 
have not hitherto been able to obtain, 2500 sacks, or 312j tons of corn, on my account, at the 
usual rate of 3s. 6d. per sack, on condition that I take an equal quantity of meal from them, 
which they are to manulacture from corn of their own importation. The delivery of the whoIe[ 
equal to 5000 sacks, or 625 tons, to be completed by the 24th July (supplying in the mean 
time such portions as may be ready)— the meal at \6l. per ton. The rate is°high, but you 
are aware it is indispensable the cargoes of corn I have purchased should be ground with all 
despatch, and that the meal (not taken out of the market, as it would not be manu- 
factured here e.xcept on the above conditions) is urgently required. I have therefore, under 
existing circumstances, felt myself imperatively called upon, the parties refusing to await return 
of post for reference to Dublin, at once to accept their terras. This arrangement, with others 
I am using every means to accomplish, will, I hope, enable me, weather permitting, to meet 
the most pressing demands, and to carry on the service wiihout interruption. I now propose to 
discontinue purchasing until I receive your further instmctions. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 3, 1846. 

You will find overleaf a copy of a letter from Messi-s. Baring, which will 
show you that our last order for 15U0 tons has been completed, and I now await 
your answer to my previous letters in regard to the remaining 500 tons. 
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It appears to me that if any more is required, it had better be sent m meal 
direct to the place where it is wanted, which I conclude will be Limerick. 

I shall act at once upon any further intimation which I may receive of yom* 
wishes to-morrow, and if I do not receive any, I shall probably order another 
cargo of meal to Limerick. 

However great may be the merit of doing this business well, that of getting 
well out of it, will, in my opinion, be still greater. 

I send a copy of the Treasury minute referred to at the commencemet of 
Messrs. Baring’s letter, and I am sure you will agree with me that it is well 
deserved. 



Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Charles Street, July 3, 1846. 

O DR house has received the very flattering approbation of its conduct by 
the Treasury, and we are proud to have earned your good opinion. 

Of the 300 tons of meal bought at Liverpool 110 will certainly be sent to 
Limerick. 

A vessel had been already freighted to take 190 tons to Cork, but we shall 
try to change her destination to Limerick. 

Your order for 500 tons, or about 2500 quarters, Indian corn, has now been 
comi)leted, of which, about 1400 quarters have been sent to Sligo, and the 
rest to Cork. You will receive regular advice of these purchases, and we now 
have ceased to buy. 

Prices must decline, and if you want any more, the longer you can wait the 
cheaper you will buy. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DiMin Castle, July 3, 1846. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 201, of tlie 1st instant, 
I have the honour to submit to you, for the information of the Right Honourable 
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that between Cork and 
Sligo, and, as far as I can learn, from thence to Belfast, there is no wholesale 
or retail sale of Indian corn meal. From Belfast, however, it is widely 
extended into the interior. 

A Mr. Russell is now grinding and preparing one or more cargoes for sale at 
Limerick, but I have not heard any price aimounced. This person, in the 
month of March and April, did retail a limited quantity at 12Z. per ton, at the 
time that our price was IH. per ton ; but he stated to Mr Coffln that, on the 
reduction of our rate to 10?., he should sell at 11?., and which he could readily 
do, as he could make his purchases at 71. 10s. to 8?. 

I annex copy of a letter from Deputy Commissary- General Dobree on the 
prices now ruling at Waterford, which, in fact, are the ruling prices on all the 
east coast of Ireland, and even at Armagh and Monaghan, and other places to 
the north-east more in the interior. 

At Drogheda, and at some other points, the price is 9?. 

I lay before you extract of the jirices on the 31st May, also on the east side. 

The price of oatmeal, from the increased popularity of the Indian corn 
meal, is fallen to 14s. and l5s., and even at that price is nominal In thc«e 
situations where the latter can be procured, ■which is, of course, a disappoint- 
ment to those “who held back tliis supply with a ^de■^v of exacting 25s. per cwt 

In the meanwhile the distress is verj* severe on the west coast, particularly 
in Connemara and county Mayo, and on the lower and the south-west coast of 
Donegal ; and on the whole south and south-west coast the weather has been, 
very stormy, preventing the arrival of consignments and stopping co m m uni - 
cation. 

I find that one of the chief grounds for the drain on our two main depfits of 
Cork and Limerick has been the desire of the several Committees to secure a 
stock in hand, and frequently they do not draw more than half the amount of 
their requisitions, and often less ; their object being to have this quantity 
appropriated for their use, to be drawn out from time to time in small portions. 

I have applied to have the Ijiscuit now at the several military statioi^ to be 
^ 2 C 2 
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placed at my disposal, wherever it can be made available to the wants of the 
people. I propose to ask 8s. per cwt. ; but it is broken and much of it in 
powder, and in some cases partially attacked by vermin, and will not realize 
that price except when it is in tolerably good condition. It is quite an 
experiment, but the difference of price may recommend it, particulaxdy where 
the population is chiefly composed of fishermen. 



Enclosure. 

Deputy Commissary-General Dobbee to Sir R. ,Routh. 

Waterford, July 2, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 96, with its enclosure, 
and also Deputy- Assistant Commissary-General Routh’s communication of the 30th ult., 
statin^ that 1 should have to receive Indian com from Cork I'or the purpose of being ground 
here. 

In ioTiorance of the arrangements making to replenish our dep6ts, and of the motives for 
such arrangements, I think it always my duty to apprise you that there is a very large quantity 
of maize in this port, and that if *it he consistent with your measures, I could obtain a supply 
of meal of the best quality adequate to our wants under 9/. 6s. 8tf. the ton. The ivater-mills 
at this season depend on a fall of rain, and the owners of the two steam-mills have so large a 
stock of corn of their own in hand, that I doubt our being able to get any large quantities 
ground as we require them. I have leen told that several cargoes of corn have been purchased 
at Cork for lOZ. the ton Commissarj'-General Hewetson, so that if there be no objection to 
our purchasing on the spot, and I am of opinion that at the present moment a contract with 
one individual for any given quantity would not aftect tlie market price unfavourably, such an 
arrangement would offer great advantages. 

I will reply to your letter about the biscuits to-morrow. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 4, 1846. 

As Mr. Hewetson’s purchases amount altogether to upwards of 1 600 
tons, the 3000 tons which you last asked for have been more than completed, 
and I shall therefore order no more meal to be sent to Limerick, unless I should 
hear from you on Monday or Tuesday, in reply to my former letters, that it 
is indispensable that more should be sent 

I have not received any private letter from you either yesterday or to-day. 

Although Mr. Hewetson reports that he has completed his purchases, and you 
state that you have instructed him to purchase no more, I feel it my duty 
again to urge upon you the extreme importance of no more such purchases being 
made. 

The effect of them upon the local markets is evident from the high prices 
given by Mr. Hewetson, and the notice of them contained in Mr. Dobree’s 
letter ; and if we go on in this way, we shall not only habituate the people to 
depend upon the Government I'or food, but shall also in some degree create a 
necessity lor their doing so, as the general knowledge that the Government is 
from time to time in the market as a purchaser must have a strong tendency to 
keep up prices. The merchants at Waterford and elsewhere are stated to be 
ready to sell at reasonable prices, and why cannot the Local Committes, and 
others who require supplies of food, deal with them as well as with the Go- 
vernment ? Large importations of Indian corn are taking place, in addition to 
the influence which must be exercised upon the markets by the expectation of 
an early and abundant harvest ; and if we do not now allow dealings in the 
provision trade to return to their ordinary channels, I do not know when they 
will return. 

I shall be glad to know how the biscuit answers, but you must not allow 
Mr. Hewetson to intercept the new army biscuit, except in a case of extreme 
eriiergency. 
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Sir R. Routii to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 4, 1846. 

I HAD proposed to wi-ite to you at length, but I have been prevented, and 
it is now six o’clock. Indeed I am so surrounded and interrupted, that I am 
frequently afraid my letters 'UTitten in such haste must be full of errors, but I 
know that you 'v^ill excuse them. 

I think all the 500 tons had better be sent to Limerick, but then it depends 
on the time by which the order can be executed, and a hint shoidd be given to 
pay attention to the quality, to which objectioils have been made. If this 
quantity can be sent from Liverpool on or belbre the 20th, but not later, it might 
arrive in good time, but if not, such quantity only as could be dispatched on or 
about that period. 

I should think the whole might -be got ready, but I have no idea of the mill 
power at Liverpool. 

Pray remember to caution tliem about the quality. 

I sincerely hope this is all that may be necessary, and I am sorry I have not 
time to send you my answer to Mr. Dobree’s letter of the 2nd, which was for- 
warded to the Treasury. I will do so, and you will see I am beginning to pre- 
pare for the period when our services ought to be discontinued. 

It is a question wdth me, whether the donations should not stop with July, 
but it is rather too soon to judge. 



Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co. to Mr. Trevelyan. 

4, Bishopsgate Street, July 4, 1846. 

We have the honour to inform you that we have received two letters 
from Messrs. N. and J. Cummins of Cork, dated 30th ultimo and 1st instant, 
advising sundry purchases of Indian corn and meal, wliich they had effected by 
directions of Commissary-General Hewetsou, for account of Her Majesty’s 
Government ; and for the payment of which they* were instructed to reimburse 
themselves by drafts upon us. 

We take leave therefore to beg you will favour us with your instructions as 
early as it may be convenient, as we have written to them in reply that we have 
received no authority from you to honour their bills. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

July 7. 1846. 

Write to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co., with reference to this letter, 
that the enclosed copies of four Reports from Commissary-General Hewetson, 
dated 25th, 27th, 29th, and 30th of June last, w’ill put them in possession of aU 
the information which has reached this Board regarding the details of the pur- 
chases of Indian corn and meal made by that officer at CorlL 

These purchases appear to be to the extent of about 1550 tons; and my 
Lords request that Messrs. Baring will be pleased to settle for the payment 
thereof through their correspondents, Messrs. N. and J. Cummins of Cork ; and 
their Lordships will be prepared to direct reimbursement of the amount to 
Messrs. Baring in the usual manner, on being informed of the particulars. 

Positive directions- have been given to Sir R. Routh not to allow any more 
purchases of Indian corn or meal to be made by any of the officers serving 
under his orders in Ireland. 

Request that the enclosures may be returned when they are no longer 
required. 



Major SiMMONDS to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, July 4, 1846. 

The sale of Indian corn meal has done w^onders in the surrounding counties^ 
having secured to the Government golden opinions throughout the laud, and I have 
heard them fearlessly asserted by common workmen, such as — Tiiis is the sort of 
repeal for Ireland, and may the Almighty bless our Queen “ After all, Peel is a 
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true mau to Old Ireland, and the right sort.” In short, the poor people fully appre- 
ciate all that has been done for them, anil, if left to their own honest feelings, this 
truly would prove a laud overflowing in all constituting the blessings of life — 
health, peace, plenty, and happiness. 

The Linieiick store of Indian corn meal is almost run out, in consequence of the 
non-aiTival of several vessels due from Cork and elsewhere, their non-arrival being 
attributable to a continuance of stormy weather for several days. It is rather a 
ticklish aflair, and should not a single ship come in iniinediately. Committees 
must look to the markets for a present supply of food. Mr. Coflin has yet some 
ungroiind Indian corn, but there is a difficulty in getting it ground, owing to a 
want of water in the Shannon. I met with a gentleman this alternoon from Banff, 
who explained the necessity of extending relief even to small fanners. In con- 
clusion, allow me to suggest for your consideration the advantage, in drawing the 
relief affairs' to a close ; that Committees should, as soon as harvest labour com- 
mences, begin to withdraw their tickets gradually from the people, keeping on 
their returns to the last, such persons as requhe relief most. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, July 5, 1846. 

I WRITE a few lines to say summer has brought us a little rest, but what is 
more, it has brought me confidence that we shall not fail at the eleventh hour. 
Our combinations are successful, and n’e shall, I have not the smallest doubt, now 
meet all demands. Besides the “Queen” steamer 1 have a fleet of sailing craft 
going between this depot and those on the coast ; all the mill power in Cork and 
neighbourhood, worth having, I have got possession of, and in obtaining which I have 
had to bring into use all kinds of persuasive argument and means. By the first 
week in August all the corn in hand, and that to arrive advised to this day, say 
together 16,000 sacks, or 2000 tons, will, I expect, be manufactured by this com- 
bination of all our efforts. I do not think we shall find it necessary to turn to the 
biscuit, but it is well to have it in reserve. 

The events look well, and the people were never before so well fed and with 
such wholesome food. As I have before observed, had not these wise precautionary 
measui-es been taken, there would have been a general insurrection throughout all 
the south and u'cst of Ireland, and what would a famished people not have resorted 
to? 

I find you have ordered meal to be purchased in Liverpool. I vn-ote some 
weeks -ago to Messrs. Baring of that city to say the meal the trade were importing 
here from thence was so bad in quality the people were begimiing to dislike it, and 
that a growing prejudice against it had only been checked by the pure wholesome 
quality of that manufactured by us ; that supposing they were not well acquainted 
with the mode of manufacturing it there, I sent them a copy of my Instructions to 
millers, which I begged, it beiug of so much importance that none but what was 
perfectly good should he sent to Ireland at this crisis, they would make known. I 
trust, therefore, my letter will have had a good effect, and that which you have 
ordered will turn out of a fitting quality. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, July 5, 1846. 

Although Sunday, I must acknowledge your letter of the 3rd, which 
reached me this morning; The conduct of Messrs. Baring’s house is above all 
praise ; and nothing could he more proper, or better deserved, than the Treasury 
Mhiute. We have also to thank the very kind and liberal feeling of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in mentioning us to his successor ; and I hope that 
the conclusion of the affair -will be worthy of its commencement, and that you 
•will not disapprove of the manner of our getting out of it. 

On this point I have a proposition to make to you. At the present price we 
shall never sell the oatmeal ; and before two months, it will be down to lOl. 
per ton, and fall even lower with the incoming harvest, and the new import- 
ations of Indian corn. 

If you will consent to take time by the forelock, and agree to sell it at 
Limerick, and Cork, and Galway at 12^. per ton now, we may save this loss, 
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unless you have some other service to which you could apply it. But if you 
decide on it, you must determine on it at once. Flour or grain speculations 
require prompitude and decision. You must go before the event, and not wait 
until it overwhelms you. All these holders of oatmeal are coming do'WTi by 
degrees, and their fear of losing now, which prevents them adopting a resolu- 
tion which they must come to in a few weeks, will be the cause of their suffer- 
ing a heavier loss hereafter. In all matters of business, the value of a thing is 
what it will fetch ; and as the people have taken to the Indian meal, they will 
not go back to the oatmeal generally, even at a low price, but partially they 
may, if a fair and reasonable reduction is at once made, so as to give those who 
retain their old habits a possibility of gratifying them. . After a time the large 
holders will follow their example, and very much to their advantage when they 
do so. 

I wn-ote yesterday to request the sliipment of the Indian corn meal from 
Liverpool to Limerick ; and if we can get the whole of it there, I mean the 
300 and the 500 tons, with what we can consign from Cork, I sliall then propose 
to let that depot gradually exhaust itself; and this is the general view that I take 
of all the depots after the 31st of July. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 6, 1846. 

I HAVE received this morning your letter of the 4tli instant, but as you do 
not advert to the fact that, including Mr. Hewetson’s purchases, the whole 
quantity of 3000 tons, for which you last applied, has been completed, and you 
state no urgent necessity for further shipments, 1)ut rather leave me to infer that 
the proportion of meal which might be sent from Liverpool on or before the 
20th instant, but not later, is not a matter of vital moment, it has been deter- 
mined not to order any further quantity. 

It must be remembered that while, on the one hand, you have the whole of 
the Indian corn, oatmeal, and biscuit still in store to dispose of, and have a large 
quantity of Indian com yet to grind, on the other hand, the new harvest will 
soon begin to come in, backed by large importations of Indian corn ; for Ireland 
is the only part of the United Kingdom where Indian corn is as yet in any real 
demand, and the whole or the greater part of the cargoes which have lately 
arrived, and are yet to arrive, must find their way thither. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, July 6, 1846. 

It is quite impossible to appreciate at a value superior to their merit the 
wisdom, prudence, and care which provided those supplies of food to the poor of 
this country, the circulation of which is the happy business of my department. 
This is not my sentiment only, it is the sentiment of all classes ; the priest and 
his fiock ; the clergyman and his parishioners ; the anxious rich and the appre- 
hensive poor. Without such provisions, this portion of Ireland jvould now be in 
anarchy. It is a rough word to use, but it is a true account of what has been 
averted. I believe that many thousands of the poor depend at this moment for 
subsistence on the supply of Indian meal which the Committees who represent 
their wants procure for them from the Government depots. 

These sentiments, my dear Sir, are the result of my experience on the close of 
the labours of a veiy busy week, labours which I may feel the effects of hereafter 
in a certain intellectual stiffness, when they are brought to a close, but which at 
present stimulate my whole being to an equality with their urgency, and reward 
me, at the same time, by the beautiful results which I see they create around me. 
Sometimes a Committee identifies me personally with the grand measui-e itself, 
and in admiration of the good which they are enabled to perform, give to the 
officer who distributes, the praise due to the wisdom which provided ; and some 
of the poor, in their ignorance, anxious to bestow the highest honour on the person 
to whom they think they owe their greatest gratitude, attribute to Mr. Daniel 
O’Connell the supplies of food thus sent into the country. 

The last week has been a very interesting one ; the calls from some Committees 
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upon my depot to replace deficiency of food in the localities they represent ; from 
others, to place at their disposal food -within reach of the poor man’s charity- 
created means ; from some to give the food wherewith to pay the wages of the 
poor employed on public works, have been so urgent that ifom morning to night 
the doors of the depot have been open. 

ITie quantity issued in the six days amounts to 180,000 lbs. ; and such gleams 
of light have been cast through chambers hitherto darkened by the masses of this 
precious comraodity, that I was reminded that the first duty of a Commissary is 
to keep up his supplies. I have, therefore, appealed to my department to have my 
depot replenished, which, doubtless, will be duly accomplished. 

To-morrow I set a mill in Banagher, at work, grinding a small consignment of 
Indian corn which Commissary-General Coffin has sent me as an e.xperiment. If 
it succeed, of w’hich I have no doubt, there will be more forwarded. 

The retail issue continues to give me assurance that a small quantity of the 
meal thus issued, spreads around an immense deal of good. People walk eight or 
ten miles for the stone or stone and a half. I have limited this sale to three days 
in the week, and the quantity sold to two stones, to any one individual. The 
number of poor small farm people tlius relieved is very gratifying, a class who 
would sooner starve than go to the Committee at Banagher and confess their 
wants. They register their names in the book kept at my store without scruple, 
and go away with the proud assurance that they have been relieved by the cha- 
ritable wisdom of the State, without mixture of any local charity. 

The department of the Board of Works evidently effects much good. Upon a 
representation of the large assemblage of unemployed poor in this vicinity, mentioned 
in my last as the cause of my applying for a guard over my stores, that Board 
forthwith employed them at lOi/. a-ciay in the formation of a road near at hand ; all 
is now quiet again, and iny stores are without a sentry. 

There cannot be a greater proof of food distress than the fact that money has 
Jo.st its value as respects food, and that some Committees pay the labourers they 
employ on local works, in the Indian meal, the labourers preferring it to cash. 

The popularity of the Indian meal is complete. The manner in which it turns 
out from my stores, after a long confinement, is most satisfactory. 

Should the experiment of grinding in Banagher succeed, I shall feel the success 
of my little department here very satisfactory. And I close my epistle with again 
affirming, that but for the creation of these copiotis streams of food there would be 
famine in this part of Ireland. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Cattle, July 6, 1S46. 

I HAVE your letter this morning of the 4th instant, and I perceive you are 
alarmed, and indeed I at first partook of that feeling, for your letter was my first 
intimation of the extent of Mr. Hewetson’s purchases. On more quiet reflection 
I do not tliiuk any harm will come out of it, lartlier than that the price he has paid 
is somewhat higher than that ])aid by Me.ssrs. Baring, which is natural enough 
from the wider range of their iuforraulion and facilities. 

Still it is to be considered that his purchases were of an article already in port, 
and its quality knoicn and open to inspectiony and not the purchase of a cargo at 
iea or in a distant port, of which the weather might retard the arrival, and then 
to be brought up the river to discharge, to be landed, sent to the mills, and all the 
process of manufacture before it can reach the Committees. Therefore, looking at 
these contingencies, and the short time we have to provide, and, as I hope, to issue, 
I trust there will be no ultimate cause for regret. I acknowledge that my only 
object WHS to keep Mr. Hewetsou’s mills employed ; and until I bear from him 
on the subject, I cannot say that he has done more than this, or what he thought 
Wa-s more, for of course lie could have iio certainty in regard to arrivals, and lie 
writes me ivord that lie was under great anxiety from tue fear of a failure in the 
supplies, which would have been attended with most serious consequences in many 
places, even, as he had reason to believe, to the extent of an outbreak ; and the 
month of July is quite as urgent on the score of scarcity as June, and probably it 
Avili coutinub tlirgugli the half of August, until the people are generally employed 
on farm labour. As for tiie neiv potatoes, those used by the people called lumpers, 
will not be iu before the middle of September. This is a fact that you can easily 
ascertain on inquiry. 
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I hope you will agree with me that there is always a greater difficulty in recom- 
mending a precise measure for adoption than in carrying out such measure, from 
yourself, when you feel your way, and judge as you advance of the accuracy of your 
views or information. 

If the whole 3000 tons are ordered, certainly tlie meal ordei*ed at Liverpool 
beyond that quantity should be suspended, and I shall write to-night to Messrs. 
Baring’s house at Liverpool to wait further orders from the London house before 
they proceed in it. 

I quite understand all your feelings and enter fully into them, hut you must 
remember what an uncertain service this is, and that we must uot be too sanguine 
ot being able to name a fixed day for withdrawing all our assistance. I solemnly 
assure you that I have the greatest desire, and 3 ’ou will see it realized by the event, 
of suspending our exertions as soon as it can be done safely. 

Will you have the goodness to send me a return of the late pui’chases made by 
Messrs. Baring, and I have called on Mr, Hewetson for the same information, so 
that I may know all my resources. 

I hope soon, as the subscriptions, and consequently the Government donations, 
are now diminishing, to have some surplus funds in my hands. What shall I do 
with them towards the end of this month, when I shall have them disposable. I 
have been obliged to establish another constabulary depot at Oughterarde, in Con- 
nemara. The constable at Strokestown, County Roscommon, has been seized -with 
fever and delirium, and is at present out of his senses, but I do not hear that any 
loss has resulted to the public. 

The issues continue at Limerick, and we have recommended Russell the dealer 
to some of the Committees, but he wanted to sell at 11/. lO^. and even higher. If 
our depots were removed, it would require all the police and military to maintain 
the peace. 

I look to the end of August as the date of our terminating our duties, aod at all 
events the Commission might cease on that date, and begin to reduce the establish- 
ment early in the month. But we must remember that July is a month of heavy 
pressure, and it is only in August we can begin to watch events, and prepare to 
wind up. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevely.a.x. 

Dublin Castle, July 6 , 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
from Commissary-General Coffin, of the 4th instant, stating that the two mer- 
chants who had held the survey on the oatmeal had claimed a fee of two 
guineas each for that duty, which he had paid, and likewise a similar sum to the 
Sub-Inspector Williams. 

I do not offer any opinion on this charge, as my experience in these mercantile 
usages does not authorize me to do so ; but I must acknowledge, if I had antici- 
pated their demand, I certainly should not have caused application to have been 
made to them. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limericli, July 4, 1846. 

Referring to my letter of the 22nd ultimo, No. 117, I have the honour to inform 
you that the two merchants, who at my request attended to hold tlie survey on the oatmeal, 
claimed from me a fee of two guineas each, alle^ng this to be a professional charge, in accord- 
ance with' established usage, which they could not properly waive; and, having no reason to 
doubt their assertion, I have paid it accordingly. 

Sub-Inspector Williams’s attendance on the occasion being quite out of the course of his 
ordinary official duties, I have considered him entitled to equal remuneration, and have, there- 

2 D 
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fore, paid him a similar fee of two guineas ; Tout I must observe that it was not claimed by him, 
and that on every occasion when his assistance has been needed during the present service, it 
has been most readily and usefully afforded. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



July 7, 1846. 

"Write to Sir R. Routb that their Lordships will not refuse their sanction to 
these payments. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuUin Castle, July 6, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you, for tbe information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her IMajesty's Treasury, copy of ray 
letter, No. 103, to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, with a view of laying 
before you the plan 1 shall endeavour to adopt for gradually decreasing the 
strength and numbei’ of our depots ; but with respect to Cloumel and Carrick-on- 
Suir, I do not propose to recommend any hasty measure during the month of July. 
I also wait Deputy Commissary-General Dobree’s reply. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Sir K. Eouth to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 

Duhlin Castle, July 4, 1846. 

I OBSERVE by your letter of the 2nd instant that your stock of com is exhausting, and 
that you do not expect to be able to obtain any facility 'of grinding at Waterford, in conse- 
quence of the large supply of corn in the hands of the millers, who are willing to dispose of it 
at or under 9f, Gs. Sd. per ton. 

It will occur to you that it is not our object to interfere with trade, but only to step in where 
the trade price is too high for the people, or to act under circumstances whei’e the traile have 
no supply on hand. 

These appear to be the circumstances which still present tliemselves at Carrick-on-Suir and 
Carrick Beg, and partially at Clonmel ; but while there is a large supply in the market, and 
at a reasonable price, I do not see the object of any interposition on our part. I beg therefore 
to suggest to you to propose to these large holders, who are selling at or under 9i. 6s. 8<f., 
that you are not disposed to compete with their business, but will rather direct the applications 
of tbe committees to them if they will agree to continue their sales of meal on -those moderate 
terms. 

Your supply will then only be called for at Clonmel and Carrick j and in regard to the 
former, if the same arrangement could be made with the trade there I should think the same 
result might be allowed to follow. 

I am not of opinion that any of these depdts can now be abandoned ; we must watch events; 
hut we may safely begin to prepare for the period when our services at the harvest oucrht to be 
discontinued. ® 

Pray favour me with your replv. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

July 7, 1846. 

rite to Sir K Routh that my Lords entirely approve of the instructions 
given by him to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, .July 7, 1846. 

. Your note, dated oth instant, recommending tha^ tlie price of our oatmeal 
at Limerick, Cork, and Galway should be at once reduced to \2l. a-ton, as the 
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only means of disposing of it without serious loss before the new harvest comes 
in, has been received by me with much satisfaction, not only as furnishing a 
striking proof of the degree to which the taste for Indian com has been esta- 
blished among the people, but also as showing that we possess in our stock of 
oatmeal a supply of food on which we cun rely for helping to cairy us on until 
the period of scarcity is past. 

We cannot be expected to procure additional quantities of Indian corn merely 
because the people prefer Indian corn to oatmeal. We have to administer to 
their substantial wants, and not to their varying tastes, even if the offer of oat- 
meal, to which they have so long been accustomed, could reasonably be objected 
to even as a matter of taste. 

I understand the prices at which our oatmeal is at present sold to be a-ton 
at Dublin and Limerick, and 15Z. a-ton at other places. 

Certainly, this price should be reduced to whatever rate will be likely to save 
us from the loss which would arise from our being left at the commencement of 
the harvest with a large stock of oatmeal ujjon our hands ; but, whether the rate 
of \'2l. a-ton be the best adapted to accoiujdish this object, you must judge for 
yourself; and if you feel satisfied of the solidity of the reasons for an immediate 
reduction, I see no objection to your acting on your own discretion as regards 
oatmeal,, reporting youi- proceedings for approval. But you must not go below 
\2l. a-ton. 

We shall be obliged to lay l^efore Parliament our estimate of the sum required 
to make good the deficiency arising from the relief measures sooner than I had 
expected ; and the same opportunity must be taken of laying before Parliament 
selections from the correspondence showing the nature of the measures which 
have been adopted, and the precautions which have been taken to protect the 
public interests in connexion with them. We ought to have all tliis ready in a 
fortnight from this time, certainly in not more than three weeks ; and it will, 
therefore, be necessary for you to turn your attention to the subject without 
delay. 

Our estimate of the deficit cannot, I suppose, be founded on an actual account 
of results ; but you must calculate it as nearly as possible, whether it arises from 
loss on the sale of the meal, donations, or any other source, except tire expense 
of the Commissariat and Acting Commissariat establishment, which will, as 
usual, he separately provided for in the Commissariat estimate. 

You have not yet given us any statement of the sums realized by the sale of 
the meal, which must he very large, and I hope the money is properly secured in 
tile Bank of Ireland or the Provincial Bank. 

The early making up and rendering of the accounts for the Commissioners of 
Audit is also of much importance, and you can employ on this any of the 
officers or clei-ks whose services are no longer required at the depots. 



Sir R. Routh to hir. TrevelyaNv 



Dublin Castle, July 7, 1846. 

To give you an idea of my posts, I ivill write you doum those of county 
Mayo alone : — 



Dunkeyan. 

Ballyglass. 

Belmullet. 

Tullagliaii. 



Dooffhort. 
Achu Beg. 
Killeries. 
Renvyle. 



Ballynakill. 

Claggan. 

Cliifden. 

Roundstone. 



These are constabulary depots : — 

Ballina. Roscommon, county Roscommon. 

Castiereagh, couatj' Roscommon. Baliurobe, county Mayo. 
Strokestown, couuty Roscommon. 

and I have applications for 

Swihefbrd. Castlebar. Bbllymount and Tiiam. 

2 D 2 
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I do not propose to act upon either of tliese last four, but probably it vvill be 
necessary to meet the want at Lougbrea or Gort, which is under consideration. 

You can have no idea of the details of all this, and the extent of my corre- 
spondence. . r 1 1 ^ 

I do not think that our purchases will exceed the necessity of the case, but we 
are again suffering from boisterous weather, and I have eight cargoes now on the 
way to Limerick, I believe, weather bound. 

Be assured of this, that if the precautions we are taking had been neglected, 
there would not have been an animal left alive in the country, nor a mill nor a store 

unpillaged. j i • 

I have this from so many sources that I cannot doubt it. 



Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

CTiarles-street, July 7, 1846. 

It may interest you to know that two floating cargoes of Indian corn at 
Falmouth might be had at 26s., and perhaps at 25^., to be delivered in any port 
in Ireland. 

These low rates may check shipment, particularly if the report be true, that 
the drought has injured the crop of maize in the South of Europe, but I think 
arrivals and low prices will continue for three or four weeks to come. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury^ July 8, 1846. 

Before noticing your letter of the 6th instant, I will furnish you with 
a copy of a note I received yesterday from Messrs. Baring, and of my reply of 
this morning. 

“ Bishopsgate-street, July 7, 1846. 

“ It may interest you to know that tivo floating cargoes of Indian corn, 
“ at Falmouth, might be had at 26s., and perhaps at 25s. ; to be delivered in 
“ any part of Ireland. 

“ These low rates may check the shipments, particularly if the report be 
“ true that the drought has injui*ed the crop of maize in the south of Europe, 
“ but I think arrivals and low prices will continue for three or four weeks to 
“ come.” 

“ C. B. Trevelyan^ ^^9.-' 

" Treasury, July 8, 1846. 

“ Although the rates at which the tw^o cargoes of Indian corn, adverted 
“ to in your note of yesterday, are temptingly low, I am happy to say that we 
“ do not require to make any further purchases. 

“ It is stated at the close of the letter from your firm, that your friends at 
“ Liveiqiool were proceeding in the shipment of the com meal wdth all possible 
“ dispatch, &c. 

" I presume that this refers to the completion of the last Liverpool order for 
“ 300 tons of meal to he sent to Limerick. 

“ It was at one time anticipated that we might have to give a further order 
“ on Liverpool for 500 tons, but this has been rendered mmecessary by Mr. 
“ Hewetson’s purchases ; and Sir R. Routh, who appears to have written direct 
“ to your agents at Liverpool, on the subject of the above-mentioned 500 tons, 
“ writes to me in a letter received this morning : — 

" ‘ If the whole 3,000 tons are ordered, certainly the meal ordered at Liver- 
‘ “ pool beyond that quantity should be suspended, and I write to night to 
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‘ “ Messrs. Barings house at Liverpool to wait further orders from the London 
‘ " house, before they proceed in it’ 

" Including Mr. Hewetson’s purchases, more than the 3,000 tons in question 
“ have been ordered, and we have now, I think, come quite to the end of our 
“ purchases. 

“ Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co.” 

To which I have just received the following answer : — 

" Bishopsgate-street, July 8, 1846. 

“ You are quite right in supposing that the shipments by our Liverpool 
" house are the 300 tons of Indian corn meal bought in pursuance of your 
“ directions, and no further purchases have been made or authorized. 

I congratulate you on the termination of your feeding operations. 

“ C. E. Treoelyan, Esq.” 

Mr. Baring’s congratulations on the “ termination of our feeding operations,’ 
are rather premature, but I am quite satisfied Avith the progress you are making 
towards the accomplishment of that important object. 

The first and most essential point is, to have it thoroughly and generally 
undei*stood that our purchases have come to an end, so that the dealers may no 
longer be interested in keeping up their prices, in order to make good bargains 
with us, and that they may make their arrangements 'U'ith confidence for the 
supply of the markets after we withdraw from them. 

The next is, to take every opportunity of restoring the direct communication 
between the private buyers and sellers of food, as you have so satisfactorily pro- 
vided for in your instructions to Mr. Dobree, and to give all parties to under- 
stand that they will shortly have to make their own arrangements, without any 
assistance from Government depots. 

And all the rest will be done by the gradual exhaustion of the depots. 

The only additional suggestion I have to offer, is, that you should once more 
review your depots in order to see whether a final transfer of supplies is called 
for from those depots at which they are less, to those where they are more 
required. 

I have, I believe, already sent you detailed returns of all Messrs. Baring’s 
late purchases ; but that there may be no mistake, I W'ill again mention that of 
your last requisition for 3,000 tons, Messrs. Baring have purchased and sent off 
1,500 tons, while Mr. Hewetson has purchased more than that quantity. 

The proceeds of the sales should, I think, be paid, as received, into the nearest 
Branch Bank of Ireland, in order that they may be placed to the credit of your 
account at the principal bank at Dublin ; and where there is no branch of the 
Bank of Ireland in the neighbourhood, the Provincial Bank would, no doubt, 
accommodate us by receiving the money at their branches, and making the 
transfer at Dublin. 

On a review of all that has passed between us of late, I beg to assure you 
that where, as in this case, there is an anxious desire to co-operate towards a 
prescribed end, nobody is more ready than I am to make allowances for those 
pressing exigencies which must be met in the best way the circumstances of the 
time appear to allow. 

The only point on which I am anxious for an explanation, is, on what grounds 
Mr. Hewetson considered himself justified in making purchases so much 
exceediug the quantity you had authorized. 



Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Waterford, July 8, 1846. 

Since my last letter to you our sales of India meal have been very consider- 
able, pai-ticularly at Clonmel, where the market price has been higher than at 
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Waterford, and -vvliei'e the demands from the counties of Tipperary and Kilkenny 
have "been very great, whilst of the 200 tons of oatmeal oi'iginally deposited there, 
only 23 tons have been disposed of. 

^^^ithin the last three or four days, Indian meal has considerably fallen in price 
in this market, and is to be purchased wholesale under 9/. 6s. 8rf. the ton, which 
we charge ; in fact, the importations on private account are so large that the mer- 
chants are now selling this article at a loss, and the supply px-omises to he ample 
till the in-coming of the potato crop, which for the poor is not available till the 
beginning of September. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Castle, DuUin, July 8, 1846. 

I HAVE your letter of the 6th, and you have judged very rightly in not 
ordering the iurther meal from Liverpool, for, in my letter, I had not calculated 
the tonnage ot Mi*. Hewetson’s purchases, which I had intended only to- feed his 
mills. 

I do not calculate on the biscuit ; the Committees all show a great repugnance 
to take it, nor will they consent to do so whilst there is Indian meal to he had. 

They preferred, at Limerick, to give 11/. per ton to Mr. Russell, rather tlian 
have the biscuit at 8/. 

The only place where it is possible is Clonmel, but in a very small quantity, for 
the prices are falling there. 

The dealers, at Waterfoi-d, agx-ee to supply the Committees at 9/. 6#. 8«/., but 
there is some question ribout the quality. 

At Citri'ickbeg the constable disposes in quantities not exceeding from 3 lbs. to 
71hs., of about 40001bs. daily. 

At Clonmel the demand is also brisk, at 10/. per ton, hut our pidce ought to be 
9/. 6^. 8i/. 

There is great distress in County Alayo, and I give orders to-day for two more 
constabulary depots at Hollymouut and Castlebar. At the former place, and in 
its vicinity, there ai-e about 1100 men employed by the Board of Works, and they 
cannot pay for the oatmeal. Castlebar has a large poor population, and they 
cannot send to Westport, distant about nine Irish miles. 

Mr. Parker is behaving vei^ zealously, and independently of his own depot, he 
has thi-ee constabulary depots under his charge, and manages the whole nith 
activity and judgment. 

IMr. Waller is getting on well also. His depot has not been so active as I 
expected, in consequence of the great extent of private speculation. As he disposes 
of his stores, we shall not replenish his depot. He has two constabulary depots. 
Captains Perceval and Pole are decidedly, however, the most useful in that 
hitmch. 

The weather is more calm, and the wind to the south, which is favourable to the 
ships hound to Limerick, about which I am very anxious. 

I am collecting my funds from the outposts, and as I accomplish it I shall 
advise you. 

The jUediterranean- and '^fosteni Island Maize is decidedly inferior to the 
American. 

Mr. Hewetsott tells me all Jlessrs. Baring's cargoes, except two. are arrived and 
discharging, 

He had sent round the Polyptemns” steamer to Waterford, which will pro- 
bably be the last cargo to that port. He does not mention the size of the “ Poly- 
pheinus,” and it is her first voyage on our account. ^ 

All Wexford and Wicklow, and the South of Kilkenny and Carlow, ai-e selling 
at 9f. es. 8if„ and we cannot keep up the price of 10/. long at Clonmel. ° 

There will he no change at Cork, nor round that coast, nor Limerick, for the 
present. Sligo will show it 6rst from its communications with Liverpool. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 9, 1846. 

We have hardly touched the last 5000/., and I am now calling in my 
funds from the outposts. 

Your note of the 7th is very satisfactory. 

We have been most unfortunate in the weather, very boisterous and contrary 
winds keeping out the ships bound to Limerick. 

The “ Antoinette,” another of Messrs. Baring’s ships, had arnved with her 
cargo heated. 



Sir R. Route to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Cattle, July 10, 1846. 

I HAVE your letter of the 8th Jiily, and observe Messrs. Baring’s letter 
and your reply, and their congratulations. I sincerely hope that they may not 
be premature ; but you must bear in mind that we kqot back all issues during 
the winter, making the people consume their potatoes, and promised to throw 
open our dep6ts during the summer months, when the heavy pressure Qust before 
the harvest and at the time when the potatoes must be all at an end) would 
weigh most urgently on the markets. This is precisely that time, and you 
will find that my calculation of the 3,000 tons by no means over-rated the 
demand. This is even a worse mouth than June. With regard to Mr. Hewet- 
son’s purchases, which are regularly reported in my official of tliis day, he 
has evidently acted for the best, and the quality of his purchases is admirable, 
and they were seasonable, and kept all his old mills employed, and furnished 
corn for the new mills engaged. 

I am not sure that it would have a good effect to put forth any document 
stating that we had determined to make no more purchases, for the certainty 
of our retiring from the supply would induce all the small dealers throughout 
the country to raise their prices immediately. We had better feel our way, 
and towards the end of this month we shall judge on more certain grounds, 
and quietly lead to the result we are all desirous of reaching. It is not to be 
denied that this is the crisis of the struggle. 

I sent an order yesterday to Mr. Waller to load a schooner of 100 to 140 
tons from Dimdalk to Westport, and consign the cargo to Captain Perceval. 
She mil go north about, and be about 10 to 12 days on the voyage. I can 
spare tliis quantity safely from Dundalk, and if I find he has still too much, I 
shall bring up to Dublin a further quantity from his depot, Avhich I wish to 
break up on or about the 10th August, certainly not later. As an issuing depot 
Waterford mR cease to be one, but there are t\vo important sub-depots to 
supply from that store, Clonmel and Garrick, where tliere is much want of 
provisions. I must do also something for Dungarvan, that is, as a constabulary 
dep8t ; there is reported to be much distress there, and the apj)lication is one 
of long standing. 

From county Mayo there is a most earnest demand for two more constabu- 
lary depots, which is supported by the representations of the Board of Works, 
in consequence of the absolute want of provisions at Swineford and at 
Ballaghadareea I have given orders for the former, and I am taking steps in 
regard to the latter. These will be dependencies on Sligo, which had pre- 
viously two sub-depots of Ballina and Ballymote. 

I have also strong applications from Loughrea and Gort, county Galway, and 
from Dunmore, all which I mention to you that you may understand the pres- 
sure that exists through the country, and to beg of you to bear all these con- 
siderations in your mind. 

I have about 10,000/. to my credit at the Bank in Dublin, but I have transfers 
on their way to me which will greatly increase it. 

I think one of our first reductions should he a term fixed for donations or 
subscriptions, and, if the Treasury assented to it, I should recommend that it 
should be made knoivn that all such donations would cease with the present 
month. 

This would be a stepping stone to the remaining steps to he taken, which 
‘ would follow well in the wake of this order, and I think no time should be lost 
in making it kno%vn. 
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By the 20th to 25th of the month vre shall be able to see the state of the 
depots, and come to a resolution about dates of reduction. 

I should be delighted to see them all closed by the I5th of August if the 
circumstances were favourable to it. At all events I cannot anticipate any 
longer period than the end of August, and that only to a very few. As I have 
observed, however, another fortnight will throw light on this question. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

, Treasury, July 11, 1846. 

I HAVE duly received your letter of yesterday’s date. 

It was not my intention that any official announcement should be made of our 
having finally ceased to make purchases ; but I think there should be no 
concealment on the subject, both for the guidance of our own officers, and to 
eimble the larger dealei’S to make their arrangements with confidence for carry- 
ing on the supply. I rely upon the stock we have on hand being sufficient to 
enable us to control the markets in the distressed districts as long as it is 
desirable to exercise any check over them. 

I see no objection to the plan of announcing that donations, made in addition 
to subscriptions, should cease with the pr^ent month; but previously to 
adopting this, or any other step for wtuch the Government will have to 
answer, you will, of course, submit the subject for the consideration of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Tlie short way of preparing the estimate for Parliament would be, to add the 
sums wliich have been transferred from time to time from civil contingencies to 
your account at tlie Baulc of England, to the cost of Indian com, meal, oatmeal, 
freight, kc., and to deduct from the aggregate result tlie sums realized, or 
expected to be realized, by the sale of the meal ; but Parliament would 
probably expect to have the estimate laid before it in greater detail ; and at any 
rate, the Government would v/ish to have such detailed information, to use as 
occasion may require. 

Tlie Ibllowing heads occur to me as those under which it may be proper that 
the estimate should be furnished : — 

1. — Expense of the Relief Commission, clerks, &c., independently of your 
salary, which is borne on the Commissariat estimate. 

2. — Sums advanced by the Board of Works for the purpose of making local 
inquiries into applications for relief, and for the superintendence and inspection 
of works. 

3. — Sums advanced to the Board of Works by directions of the Lord Lieute- 
nant, for the purpose of giving employment in cases of great emergency which 
had not been provided for in any other manner ; this head not to include sums 
to be repaid from funds afterwards available under the Act 9 Vic., c. 1. 

4. — Donations in aid of subscriptions. 

5. — The cost of the Indian com, and other supplies of food which have been 
provided to meet the present emergency, and the freight, grinding, and other 
charges. 

And from the aggregate sum of these items will have to be deducted the 
amount realized, and expected to be realized, from the sale of the supplies. 

The only part of the above estimate which can be furnished in this office is, 
the cost of the purchases made in the United States and in this country, and of 
the freight chargeable upon them ; but I must depend upon you for the cost of 
the purchases made by Lord Lincoln’s desire, and for the grinding and other 
items. ‘ 

I have now given you all the assistance in my power in this matter ; and 
I rely upon your immediately taking effectual steps to have the estimate 
prepared. 

Another general Report, describing the progr^ of your operations since the 
last Report was made, and any changes that have taken place, is much required 
to lay before Parliament with the other papers ; but it will not be necessary for 
you to enter into calculations of expense in this Report further than may be re- 
quired by the plan of the Report. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 



Duhlin Castle^ July 11, 1846. 



j\Ir. Hewetson is ^Yorking hard to replenish Limerick. He had dispatched 
10 schooners with 8300 sacks. The “Rhadamanthus” and “.Dee” were loading 1800 
more, and will be leaving Cork this day ; and another schooner was loading with 
1340 sacks of the meal purchased at Cork; in all, 11,440 sacks and barrels; and, 
in the course of another week, I calculate on 5000 more sacks. 

I think you will agree with me on the advantage which has been derived from 
these Cork purcha.«es ; wliich, though dearer, have been of unexceptionable quality, 
and that they will bear Mr. Hewetson harmless through Iiis operations. I refer 
you to Mr. Hewetson’s official report of the “ June,” the “ Antoinette,” and the “ Vin- 
cedor.” What shall we do about these vessels, as we shall require to have the same 
quantities replaced ? I have been thinking much of your proposal to announce our 
intentions of making no more purchases, and I am come to the conclusion that, if 
this is the intention, it had better be put forth at once. 

The “ Sorci^re ” was much worse than any sample I have seen ; altogether unfit 
for human food ; and indeed in such a state as almost to require the intervention 
of the police to prevent its importation for any purpose. 

You were quite right in refusing to have anything to do with it. 

Mr. Coffin tells me that tlie calls for food will continue unabated, rather aug- 
menting than diminishing, till the end of this month, ^fhat from then, until the 
middle of Augmst, the new potato will draw away our customers. He says, with 
regard to oatmeal, that people never ask about it; and it seems almost to he 
forgotten that such a thing exists. In Sligo the price has fallen to 13/., and is 
going down. Mr. Coffin states that any reduction above 12/. would be of no avail ; 
that the Indian meal has become so general, and is so popular a food, that, coupled 
with the consideration that the funds of the Committees are becoming low, it is 
even doubtful whether it (oatmeal) will be sought after at 12/. 

P.S. I add a postcript to send you a paper pasted up near the parish of Kilglass, 
county Roscommon, imploring for work:. It is a very poor country, and it is for 
that reason I have so many depots in the immediate neighbourhood, namely: — 



Strokestown. 

Castlereagli. 

Roscommon. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 



Castlebar. 

Hollyniount. 

Balinrobe. 

Ballaghadareen. 



Swineford. 

Baltina. 

Ballyniote. 



But it is work they want, and we must recommend some small outlay in that 
vicinity ; for this inoutK of July (being the nearest to the harvest, and yet not the 
harvest), is much worse than June. 



Ekclosuee. 

County of Roscommon, District of Strokestown. 

Document found pasted on the' lownland of Moyglass, in the parish of Kilglass and 
Barony of Ballentobber, on Monday, the 6th day of July, 1846. 

To the Honorable and Committee of Public Works. 

We the indigent and needy and distressed class of Workmen of this part of the Vicinity 
having no means to procure a subsistance, can no longer bear the merciless pangs of hunger, 
humbly deprecates the Committee will take into consideration and commisserate the awful 
and melancholy state of these humble and peaceful People, and give (hem Employment, 
aecordintr to every other part of tlie Country, before they are exposed to the impending 
danger oT present famine which has neither shame or honesty, and before We violate the ties 
of honesty which we were bred to. We desire Work and nothing but Work, and hope the 
Committee and Gentlemen of the Vicinity will find that for us, and hopes the honorable 
Gentlemen will not be offended at this Notice, because We are no Mollys, We distain it. 

Let no Person take this down. 



2E 
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Captaia Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Westport^ July 11, 1846. 

It is gratifying to know tkat the Indian meal is not only approved of by 
the people but that they l)egin actually to prefer it to oatmeal. Thei'e was a poor 
fellow here yesterday from Ballynakill, 20 miles off, who came all the way to get 
a barrel of it, which I sold him, and he said that the people who had been living 
on it about his neighbourhood for the last few weeks, not only found themselves in 
stronger health, but that they looked better, their eye and their complexion proving 
the nutritious and wholesome qualities of their food. 

I had heard the same remark from Dr. Bourke, of this place, who attends the 
poor ; he has not only observed the alteration himself in their appearance, but heard 
from themselves the good effects which they have experienced in their increased 
health, strength, and capability of fatigue. 

I think that the people are beginning to see the mistake of depending altogether 
on their potato ; and a peasant told me yesterday, unsuggested, that he should sow 
more green crops in future, and buy meal, which is the advice I endeavour to 
give them whenever I meet them. 



Mr. Saunders to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Flesh, Killarney, July 11, 1846. 

The quantity of meal sales at the stores to>day and yesterday will, I am 
sure, be a sufficient reason for the enclosed cheque in your favour for 200^., being 
sent on the part of the Killarney Poor Relief Committee, for the purchase of 
20 tons of meal, which I have sent carmen for this day, and which I sincerely 
trust you will direct to be forwarded without delay. Indeed, the destitution of 
this district has become ({mte frightful, and if we fail keeping up a supply adequate 
to the wants of the population, dreadful indeed must be the consequences. At the 
market to-day there were only five one-horse cart-loads of potatoes, and which of 
course obtained fancy prices, such as few even of the rich could purchase. 

Mr. Healy, a holder of oaten meal, sold all his stock a few days back in a few 
hours, and I am informed his stock was nearly the only one remaining for sale in 
the locality. The district having recourse to our stores has a population of 
about 50,000. The sales to-day and yesterday were continued from 6 a.m., to 
8 P.M., without cessation, and to crowds whose clamours were repeatedly ex- 
pressed at the necessary resolution of the committee to limit the sales to a small 
quantity to each purchaser. How long even this state of things can continue 
must and does refer to the supplies being continuous, and we rely on your support 
to maintain them so. The steamer “ Alban” only brought us 29 tons, instead of 
the 39 due, and which we expected to receive by her. This was disappointment, 
which, however, I have sent carmen to remedy by bringing the 10 tons deficient; 
therefore I have given three letters, authorising each of three sets of carmen to* 
bring 10 tons — viz. : 

10 per balance due on 39 tons. 

10 half of enclosed 

10 half of enclosed f 

30 total tons. 

And I have also to supplicate you to arrange for the conveyance to Killoglen 
of a supply of 50 tons, to be sent by the “ Rhadamanthus,” the vessel of which 
the command has been recently given to the late commander of the “ Alban.” 
Our committee, from bis previous kindness, rely on his sympathy and kindness to 
aid the dreadful sufferings of the numerous poor of this district. 

Memorandum of the Sales at the Stores of the Killarney Poor Relief Com- 
mittee — viz. : 

July 10, 1S46, 

3,400 tickets of 6 lbs. each, 20*400 lbs. 

July 11, 1846, 

4,782 tickets of 6 lbs. each, 28,692 lbs. 

And the quantity allowed to each purchaser was considerably under the quantity 
required by each. ^ ' 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Waller. 

Dublin Castle, July 11, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 39, 
advising the chartering of the fast-sailing schooner "Liska,” of 60 tons, from 
your port to Westport, at lOs. per ton for barrels and 95. 6c/. per ton for sacks ; 
ail of which I beg to approve. ’ 

I ani now to acq^uaiut you that the quantity which can be spared from your 
depot is about 150 tons, of which you have already diqjosed of 60, and you 
may therefore ship the remainder as early as possible ; but I beg to observe to 
you, that the expediency of the measure very materially depends on the 
promptitude of its execution. 

_ You will also understand, that as soon as the remainder of your dep8t 
IS exhausted, you are to close all your affairs at Dundalk and repair to Dublin, 
preparatory to your return to England. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to hlr. Trevelyan. 

Corlc, July 12, 1846. 

Another busy week has expired since my last note. The demands upon 
me continue much the same. My Committees take about 300 tons of meal per 
week, and those of Mr. Coffin 500. His district and this are the heaviest in their 
wants ; but we are enabled to meet them, except ftir. Coffin’s for a few days, in 
consequence of the adverse winds and bad weather on the west coast (which coast 
was certainly never intended for a civdlized country) keeping at sea at one time 
12 of my craft with his supplies. This obliged us to turn over portions of the 
demands to^ the trade, and such is the cupidity of the holders of Indian meal, 
they immediately ran it up TU. IO 5 . per ton; but my vessels all came in close 
upon each other and relieved the market. The trade is, of course, the legitimate 
channel for supplying the wants of the country; but it will take time to bring 
things into a proper train, and to secure the people from the effects of monopoly. 
Our magazines now act as a check, and keep prices at a fair level. Consi- 
derable consignments of Indian corn are (which, of course, you know) on the 
way to this country and England. About half-a-dozen vessels are even now here 
waiting for orders from Jbondon houses ; and if their cargoes are left much longer 
on board, they will be destroyed by heat. 

Except the “ Vincidor,” all the supplies advised to me have now arrived, and I 
may quote my stock this day, when all manufactured, at 3000 tons of meal, 
which will, I expect, with what is to go direct to Mr. Coffin, carry us through 
August. September, I hope, will relieve us altogether, as by that time there 
ought to be a sufficiency of potatoes, and the trade prepared to make up any deficit 
in food. 

I believe I did not acqtiaint you with Mr. Dobbin’s death, the efficient man I 
had at Haulbowline. His friends say our hard work occasioned the illness 
which carried him off. May I ask what Lieut. Wentworth, the Naval Store- 
keeper, who took over his charge, is to receive as a remuneration? He expects the 
same as poor Dobbin got ; 7s. Qd. a-day. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banagher, July 13, 1846. 

There have been poured into the surrounding country, during the week 
just passed, 120,000 lbs. of the precious food, of which I am the distributor, 
eagerly requested by local committees, and gratefully received by them for their 
poor. The efforts of the Board of Works and the co-operating assistance of this 
Department, are working huge good to the people during the present month, which 
is the month of the poor man’s trial. New committees even have been forced into 
existence, since I last wrote, by the cries of the poor ; and in the letters of Secre- 
taries, I trace a continued dependence upon those supplies which have already 
mitigated the wretchedness over which they preside. My mighty storehouse, 
which once seemed to defy the appetite of whole counties, has been nearly emptied. 
The residue might almost be counted, but the Department is providing new sup- 
plies for me ; and I have besides a mill in Banagher grinding with marked success 
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tile grain wiiicii is forwarded to me from Limerick. This operation is, I am 
happy to say, attended with much success, and the specimen of meal I have sent 
to Limerick is highly approved by Commissary General Coffin. I have succeeded 
in inspiring the miller himself with a desire to turn forth a capital article of the 
kind ; and, mingled with his love of gain, a desire for reputation. 

The popularity of this food is very high ; it confers strength, while it is 
frequently sought only to prolong existence ; and of all the productions of the 
earth, in every climate, none could nave been selected which would have served so 
completely the intentions of the State, in supplying a deficiency of food to the 
poor. 

A clergy'man -writing to me on behalf of his committee in the county Tipperary, 
says, “ We have just arrived at that season of the year when ordinarily there is 
“ the greatest amount of distress. Many of those heretofore purchasing Indian 
“ meal might perhaps, unknown to us, have had some other species of food to help 
*' them on in part; if so, it is gone, and the Indian meal is left alone to them 
" now as the ‘ staff of life.’ ” 

Some painful instances of superior distress have come to light.. I recount 
one. A respectable small farmer came from twelve miles off to my room. 
Having failed in his first unsupported application, he had now brought to me 
a letter from his priest. The loss of nearly all his potatoes had reduced him- 
self and family to the verge of famine, until the new crops should he ready. 
Knowing there was a Committee near him, I asked why he did not apply to 
them ? He said he would sooner starve. I asked him the difference ? He said, 
“ By going to the Committee I proclaim myself a pauper — by coming to you I 
“ purchase from the Government, what the Government have provided for those 
“ who have suffered loss.” I sold this man a sack for the use of himself and 
family, and I believe there has not been a more charitable issue from my stores. 
I have many instances of people of this description using the Indian meal, who 
before used only the best flour. In a word, the benevolent uses of this food 
exceed all description, and it is impossible to colour too highly the despair 
which would have been added to the wretchedness hereabouts, had it not existed. 

The retail sale, M’hich I have lately confined to three days in the week, from 
its before occupying too much time, continues to give great help to the needy 
poor around. The clergyman here says to me, “The benefits of the food you 
“send to Committees abroad, we cannot doubt, but we do not see them; but 
“ this quiet retail sale we know has saved from starvation many a poor soul 
“around our very dwellings.” 

All is quiet hereabouts. My stores are unguarded ; they are protected by the 
goodwill of the people towards the source of such safety. 

But for these depots of food, most assuredly it would not have been Her 
Majesty’s Treasury Department which, would now he receiving the records of 
securitj' to person and to property, but that other Department which provides 
those advantages by the painful exercise of weapons of terror and defence. 



Mr. TREYELT.iN to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 14, 1846. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer entirely approves of the form in 
which I have suggested to you to prepare the estimate, and I hope you have it 
well ill hand. 

The point which will require the most careful consideration will be the 
amount which may be expected to be realized by the sale of the Indian corn. 

As a considerable sum must have accumulated from this source, would it 
not he advisable to begin to make our repayments to the Commissariat Chest- 
Account ? The price of the corn was advanced from this fund, and the sums 
realized by its sale are therefore owing to it. 

The only further suggestion I have to make in regard to your General 
Report, is, that you should properly place on record the zeal and activity, and 
anxious desire to acquit themselves in a manner worthy of the beneficent 
service entrusted to them, d%>layed by the whole of the department in Ire- 
land, and the particular merits of the most distinguished individuals among 
them, each according to his degree. 
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Nothing can be more gratifying to our feelings than the manner in which 
the new Chancellor of the Exchequer has appreciated our exertions in 
carrying out the measures of relief, and protecting the public interests in 
connection with them, under all the varied circumstances of difficulty and 
discouragement which met us in the different stages of the undertaking. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Limerick, July 14, 1846. 

Since I last wrote to you I have had a period of considerable anxiety 
and embarrassment, in consequence of the almost entire exhaustion of our 
depots. This did not arise from want of resources, for there has never been 
any failure at Cork, though the stock of supplies there was at one time very 
low, but was caused by the state of the weather ; which, for nearly a fortnight, 
prevented the arrival of any consignment from seaward. I had no less than 
eleven invoices from Cork before one of the vessels could enter the Shannon ; 
and, hut for a boat-load from Dublin by the canal, we should for a few days 
have been without the means of satisfying a single demand. As it was, I found 
myself under the necessity of refusing some altogether, and of giving only 
limited assistance to the districts least able to dispense with our aid. In 
general, the disappointment caused no expression of discontent ; and, although 
the applications were most urgent, our excuses for not complying with them 
seemed to be received without suspicion. It was, however, a great relief to 
me when I was enabled to prove the truth of them by resuming our former 
liberality of issue ; for any long continuance of failure would certainly have 
straitened the pecuniary means of the Committees, even in those districts where 
they had the opportunity of supplying themselves by private purchase, and in 
some would have caused alarming privation. 

I now consider that we are secure from any similar difficulty, having not 
only satisfied the immediate ■\vauts of the people, but so Ihr replenished the 
depdts that the season of potato digging must be near at hand before they are 
likely again to be exhausted. In the meanwhile, the consumption of meal will 
be immense ; for almost everywliere in this part of the country the poorer 
people, including even many of the small farmers, depend wholly upon it for 
subsistence. Of this you may form some idea, when I tell you that the issue 
from this dep6t alone in the last two days has been 123 tons, and none of the 
Committees take more at once than they expect to sell in the course of a week ; . 
some not so much. I expect, from the opinions expressed by most of those 
acquainted with the state of the country, that the demand will continue 
unabated till the end of this month, and then gradually diminish ; becoming 
very moderate towards the middle of August, and terminating altogether 
before the end of that month. This anticipation does not seem likely to be 
much aftected by the state of the new potato crop ; because the people will, of 
course, fall in upon the potatoes, good or had, as soon as they are eatable ; and 
if they find them not likely to last, will only be the more eager to consume, 
them while they are at all fit for use. 

I am continually receiving assurances of the satisfaction which the present 
arrangements have given to all parties concerned. Some dissentients there mil 
of course be, but I liave reason to believe that the feeling of the liigher classes 
will be very generally expressed in the resolutions of Grand Juries and other 
public bodies, and that of the lower class is well enough shown in the com- 
parative quiet and security prevailing through the country during a period of 
such general w’ant. It is, I tliink, universally agreed that this is due to the 
introduction of Indian com as a cheap substitute for the ordinary food of the 
country. Whether or not the same object could have been as well or better 
attained by trusting to private competition for gain is a totally different question 
on which opinions vary. 

Not I alone, but all, I believe, who have been engaged in this anxious and 
laborious duty will be glad of a respite when it comes to an end. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

July 14, 1846. 

I AM sorry to say it seems to be the general opinion that the disease is 
reappearing, and in Wicklow and other districts where it was not very pre- 
valent last year. This event, however, even if confirmed, ought not to suspend 
our aiTangements lor discontinuing the supply. W’’hatever may be done here- 
after, these things should be stopped now, or you run the rpk of pai’alysing all 
private enterprise, and having tliis country on you for an indefinite number of 
years. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, July 15, 1846. 

This month is a heavy pull on my depot. I regret the loss of the cargoes 
of “ Jane ” and Vencedor,” that is, the former I was obliged to reject, the latter 
has not turned up, and will, I fear, be heated. Several vessels are now here for 
a market, and I am pressing the trade to purchase and store them, for appear- 
ances tend to show they will, sooner or later, all be wanted for the people. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Route. 

Treasury, July 17, 1846. 

Mr. Hudson’s Motion will not, I believe, be acceded to, it being con- 
sidered desirable that we should not expose our resources while the undertaking 
is still in progress, but that we should lay a series of papers before Parliament 
when it is all over, giving a full explanation of all that lias been done. 

You shall receive an official direction by to-morow’s post how to dispose of 
the sui-plus proceeds of the Indian meal. 

I shall also endeavour to send you, early in next week, a practised accountant 
from one of the public offices. 

All those members of your establishment, whether permanent or temporary, 
who were sent from tliis country and wish to return hither, may be ordered to 
rejiort themselves at the Treasury, when their services are dispensed with. 

I quite approve of the notice you propose to give for the termination of the 
lease of the Lee mills, and you must consider whether there are any other 
buildings similarly situated. 

I quite agree with you that the uncertainty respecting the next crop only 
makes it the more necessary that our present relief operations should he brought 
to a decided, though gradual close, this being the only course open to us to 
prevent the people from becoming habitually dependent on the Government for 
food ; and if such a state of feeling were once superadded to the other compli- 
cations of Irish affairs, there is no saying what might be tlie consequence. 



Treasury Minute. 

July 17, 1846. 

Mr. Trevelyan submits to the Board that it will be proper to give directions 
that the sums which are from time to time collected by the Officers of the Com- 
missariat Department in Ireland in payment of the Indian corn meal and other 
supplies provided by Government for the use of the people in that part of the 
United Kingdom, during the existence of the scarcity occasioned by the failure of 
the potiito crop, should be repaid to the credit of the Commissariat Chest Account 
in the books of the Paymaster-General, from which account the advances for the 
purchase of the supplies in question have been made. 

My Lords approve. 

M rite to Sir R. Routh, and desire that he will pay into the Bank of Ireland, 
to 1)6 transferred to the credit of the account of Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General 
at the Bank of England, the sums which are from time to time collected by the 
Officers of the Commissariat in Ireland, in payment of the Indian corn, meal, and 
other supplies provided by Government for the use of the people during the exist- 
ence of the scarcity occasioned by the failure of the potato crop, advising the 
Paymaster-General of every such payment to the credit of his account. 
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Sir R. Routli will fumisli this Board with weekly statements of the payments 
made by him in pursuance of the above direction. 

Acquaint the Paymaster- General with the direction given to Sir R. Routh in 
this matter, and desire that he will carry the sums so transferred to his account, 
to the credit of the Commissariat Chest Account in his books, as repayment of 
advances made from that account for the purchase of the supplies in question. 

Transmit copy of this minute to the Commissioners of Audit, for their information. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R- Routh. 

Corh, July 17, 1846. 

I HOPE to finish Avith contract millers about the 1st August. Our own 
mills, which do not turn out more than 400 to 500 sacks per week, will work 
their time, if necessary. The trade will, I hope, employ the mills I give up 
hut in a com muni cation I have had wfith some of the leading men, they say, 
imless the Government will give a solemn pledge not to interfere with the 
supply of the people, they can do nothing. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Coif/e, Dublin, July 17, 1846. 

The pressure continues to he very great, I think, greater than in the 
month of June. I almost fear we shall not have enough. I shall be anxious 
to see the Limerick depot return on Monday. I calculate tliat we have 4000 
more sacks this month, and 2000 sacks in the first fortnight of August, dis- 
posable for Limerick at Cork, that is independent of the “Jane’s” cargo and the 
Vincedor, not yet arrived. 

I fear this is not enough ; the quantities which have turned out had ought to 
be replaced. We must go on to the 15th August, and have a little over for 
casualties. You order Sso the “Swan’s” cargo at Sligo not to be replaced. 
Surely you do not mean this : it would hardly be expedient to run the thing so 
very close, particularly at Cork, w'here they require an extra cargo or two for 
contingencies. We shall require a small addition at Dublin to carry us 
through. I have no report yet to make to you of the oatmeal, until next week. 
Pray replace the “ Jane’s” cargo at Cork, and have the goodness to ask if the 
Vincedor ” has incurred any unexpected delay, so that those two cargoes may 
at once he made applicable, and consigned to the mills at Cork. Time is such 
an object in these operations. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 18, 1846. 

In order to send you an accountant who will really he of use to you, I 
have had recourse to the Admiralty, and I hope to send you next week a gentle- 
man of the name of Bromley, whose qualifications are highly sjjoken of. 

I have just received your note of the 17th inst, in which you urge some 
additional supplies to enable you to end well. 

It is too late to do anything to-day, and to-morrow is Sunday ; hut early on 
Monday I shall submit the subject to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with 
every disposition to comply with your wishes ; and I will take care that what- 
ever may he sent at this last moment shall be promptly sent (by steam if pos- 
sible), in the immediately available shape of good Indian meaL 



Sir R- Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 18> 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that a fur- 
ther shipment has been made from Dundalk to Wes^ort, by Mr. Waller, of 
801 barrels, and 64i sacks of Indian corn meal, and this cargo will have pro- 
ceeded to sea early this morning. 

I do not think it of any advantage to keep up the dep^.qt Dundalk, where 
the mercantile price has lallen to 8^. ^d. per cwt., whicli compels us to sell at 
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tlie same reduction, and also at Armagh. At Monaghan there is no variation ; 
but under all the circumstances, I shall, at the close of the month, abandon 
this post, and I shall take immediate steps to transfer the remains to Dublin. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 18, 1846. 

I HATE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that I have 
desired the several officers in charge of the Commissariat stations, in Ireland, 
to notify to the respective District Committees, that we should discontinue 
to supply from our depots, on the 15th August, except for such quantities as 
should remain in store, which would continue to be disposed of until they were 
exhausted. 

By the second week of August, the new potatoes will become available, 
and as far as I can judge of the probable, though uncertain demand on our 
depots, I have every reason to hope that the supply which they contain will 
be sufficient to meet it up to the I5th proximo. 

I submitted this period to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, at Dublin, to 
whicli he offered no objection, and in forwarding the last week’s return of our 
supplies to the Chief Secretary, I communicated to him the same intention. 

I trust it will also be satisfactory to my Lords, as the period on which the 
new crop becomes available, and Irom the evident expediency of fixing a day 
both for terminating our purchases, and tor preparing the people for the event, 
at a time when they will be occupied by the labours of the harvest. 

If, however, by circumstances, any further supply on the part of Government, 
should be called for, there is still at most of the large stations, a supply of 
biscuit, about to be exchanged in the several military depots, which have been 
for some years in store, and which in case ol' need will be forthcoming. Being 
much broken, it is probably worth about 85. per cwt., but the dejiots are scat- 
tered, and the quantities in each small. 

Whilst there was Indian meal to be obtained, the Committees have almost 
invariably objected to purchase it. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 18, 1846. 

Hating reftrence to our remains of oatmeal at the several posts in 
Ireland, and observing that the introduction of the Indian corn meal had 
almost completely superseded the use of the former, which was scarcely ever 
asked for, and as the Indian corn meal itself is falling in price, which reduc- 
tion must in the course of another month, as the harvest approaches, become 
general, and further taking into consideration that the ordinary current prices 
of oatmeal at this season of the year usually rules at 12Z. per ton, to which it 
must fall as the new crop comes in, I have the honour to submit to you, for 
the approval of the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that I have felt myself under the necessity of reducing 
our rate at Dublin, Cork, Limerick, and Galway to 12/. per ton ; and in this 
rate I have also included Sligo, which is a great oatmeal country, with a large 
stock in hand, held back by the millers for high prices, and now coming into 
the market at 13/., and the sales dull. With the competition of Indian com, 
and the approach of harvest, it can only command the usual price of the 
season. 

At Clonmel we have been obliged to reduce our price to 13/., at which rate 
the demand is reasonably brisk ; and I conceive that our depots at Waterford, 
at Garrick, and at Clonmel, and the constabulary depot at Dungarvan, will 
close satisfactorily on the 15th August. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 



July 20, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships entirely approve of his proceed- 
ings, as reported in his three letters dated 18th July. 
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Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Banaglier, King’s CouiUy, July 20, 1846. 

I HAVE had another very busy week, mixed with some anxiety ; hut the 
operations of two mills now at work here, grinding the corn sent to me from 
Limerick, and the supply of meal forwarded to me from Dublin, have placed my 
depot in a position to satisfy the requisitions which for the next fortniglit will con- 
tinue to be made upon it. I have lately had the opportunity of applying a very 
convincing test to the urgency of the causes of this demand of food. I was in 
some apprehension of a temporary exhaustion of my granary, and for two days I 
limited the amount of meal which some Committees required, in order to be able 
to give to all in proportion to my stock. This limitation drew from them the most 
earnest inquiries - as to my further persisting in such restrictions, and thus utforded 
me deinonstrfition of the infinite advantage of such supplies to them, for the lan- 
guage used was that of urgent beseeching. From one clergyman, secretaiy to a 
large town committee, I heard : “ Our people ■will suffer greatly, if you are not 
“ able to supply us. Potatoes are not to be obtained, and oatmeal is very high.” 
There can be no doubt that at the present moment great, if not unparalleled, 
distress exists, from the want of food within reach of the poor man’s purse. 
Committees doubtless continue their applications because the Indian meal is the 
cheapest known food, and one which the poor have at the same time taken a 
delight in. If such a food was not in existence, these committees would have to 
expend their funds on other kinds of food for the poor, which would of course 
cause their funds to be sooner exhausted. But it is a point to be considered by 
those contemplating this service from a distance, whether a lengthened continuance 
of these supplies would not always ensure a demand, to the detriment of legitimate 
trade on the part of the moneyed classes, and of honest, industrious habits on the 
part of the poor. 

My retail sale continues to give joy to my bosom, and to many hundreds of the 
poor for ten miles around. I am proud that I instituted it ; practically convinced 
that I confer an immense amount of good — the good intended — to those so circum- 
stanced that no committee labours could reach them. The quantity sold is tr ifling s 
and in small proportions ; but the benefit of such a sale is very great. It embraces 
a class who, with a purse of a few shillings, are enabled to bring themselves and 
families out of the disasters of a short season, without professing their poverty or 
applying to public funds for aid. Without it, as respects the Banagher locality, 
a kind of selfish character would have attached to my immense stores, which now 
extend abundance at home as well as abroad. 

My t%vo mills are continuing their labours of steam and water most successfully, 
and the sample they produce is equal to any which has been issued from my 
depot. 

Already the poor are whispering of the hope of this supply being continued to 
them always ; a remark natural to people in their position, but indicative of some 
of those evil results which must be expected from State provisions of this description, 
which, long continued, exasperate the wretchedness which they are only intended 
to alleviate when aggravated by particular and .sudden emergency. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, July 20, 1846. 

I AM almost inclined to try the “Vincedor,” and get on without further 
assistance from you at Cork, for we have all the mill power or nearly so, and we 
must give it up to the trade as soon as possible after the 1st of August. Therefore 
if you send anything, meal would be preferable, for tlie corn would delay the object 
I have in view of giving up the mills to the trade, so as to place them in our position- 



Sii- R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 20, 1846. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that in obe- 
dience to their instructions communicated in your letter No. 222 of the 1 8th inst., 
I shall pay into the Bank of Ireland to-morrow, to be transferred to the credit of 
the account of Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General at the Bank of England, the 
sum of 15,000?. sterlinff.. 

^ 2F 
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Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 21, 1846. 

Mr. Bromley, of the department of the Accountant- General of the Navy, 
has been selected to assist you in winding up the accounts, and, as he has the 
reputation of being a good accountant, and is zealous for the service, I expect 
that he mil be of real use to you. He will proceed to Dublin to place himself 
imder your orders without delay. 

The Chancellor of the Excheq^uer has fully considered the subject of re- 
placing the Cork cargo, which turned out to be unfit for use, and he is decidedly 
of opinion that, as there are several cargoes of Indian corn belonging to private 
merchants in Cork harboui* which cannot be disposed of in consequence of our 
operations, we ought not to add to our stock at that place ; and if our stores 
there are likely to be exliausted before the 15th August, the Local Relief Com- 
mittees and others in want of meal should be referred to the private holders. 

Pray communicate this decision to Mr. Hewetson without loss of time, in 
order that he may announce it to " the trade,” who should proceed without 
delay to convert their grain into meal. 

I have written to Messrs. Baring to ask them what has become of the “Ven- 
cidor.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer also desired me to mention to you that he 
holds in the strongest manner the opinion stated in one of your recent letters, 
that whatever steps it viay hereafter become necessary to take to meet future possihh 
emergencies, it is indispensably neces&iry to wind up our present operations and bring 
them to a dose at the earliest date at which it can be done with safety and propriety. 

In reducing your establishment you will, of course, follow the usual rule of 
of dis 2 )ensiug fii-st nuth the services of those who, for whatever reason, are the 
least efficient. 

Nothing can be more satisfactory than your recent letters. 



Messrs. Baring to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Bishopsgate-street, July 21, 1846. 

The “ Vencidor,” from Falmouth to Cork, put into Fowey the 2d instant 
with serious damage, having been in contact with a brig (name unknown) off 
Seilly. After her repairs are completed she will proceed, and I have desii-ed 
inquiries to be made as to the probable time at which she may be expected at 
Cork, and tbe answer shall be communicated to you. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 21, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for the decision of the Right Honourable 
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter from 
Assistant Commissaiy-General 'Wood, No. 88, in regard to a charge levied for 
harbour dues on the cargoes of Indian com and oatmeal imported into Galway bv 
Her Majesty’s Government, amounting to 54/. 0^. IQd., which he had declined 
paying for the reasons therein assigned, subject to further instructions. 



Enclosure. 

Assistant Commissay-General Wood to Sir R. Routh. 

Galway, July 20, 1846. 

I have the honour to report to you, that harbour dues amounting to fifly-four pounds 
and tenpence, are charged on the cargoes of Indian com, Indian corn-meal, and oatmeal 
imported by Her Majesty s Government into Galway, for the relief of the distressed poor in 
Ireland; and I beg leave to state, that I have been called upon, by the Rev. J. D’Arcy, Secre- 
tary to the Board of Galway Harbour Commissioners, to pay the amount of the same 
imposed tolls. 

I decline entertaining: the claim, unth I be duly authorised to do so; and I feel that I am 
home out m my resistance to such payment, by the spirit of a clause in the Act of Parliament 
for the improvement of the Harbour of Galway. The following is a copy of the clause 
alluded to : — 

« Provided always, and be it enacted. That nothing in this Act contained shall extend or 
he construed to extend, to any ship, or vessel, or boat, belonging to, or employed in the service 
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of His Majesty, his heirs, and successors, or in the service or employ of the Customs, Excise 

Ordnance, or Post Office, corning into or using the said harbour.” ’ ’ 

According to my reading of the above clause in the Act, vessels of every description, on 
Government account, coming into or using the harbour of Galway, are, without any reservation 
exempt from the payment of dues, toils, &c., of every description. “ ’ 

The Reverend Secretary and I are at issue on the point, and he is desirous, as you will per- 
ceive by a copy of his letter herewith enclosed, that the settlement of the question should be 
left to the adjudication of magistrates. I decline, on my own responsibility, abiding by the 
interested influence of such decision ; and deem it the more official mode of proceeding, to 
bring the transaction under your consideration, in order that you may transmit to me "such 
instructions for my guidance in the matter as you may think proper. 

Report on the above by the Assistant Solicitor to the Treasury. 

July 23, 1846. 

In obedience to your Jjordslups’ commands, signified by your reference of 
the annexed letters, relating to a dispute as to the payment of certain harbour dues 
on the cargoes of Indian corn and oatmeal imported into Galway by Her Majesty’s 
Government, I have considered the same, and have the honour to report that I am 
unable to advise your Jjordships upon the question in dispute without seeing the 
Act ot Parliament under which the dues are imposed, and being furnished with 
further information regarding the owmership and employment of t^he ships in ques- 
tion, and the particular contracts made regarding the freight of tlie articles 
imported. 

The clause of the Act referred to by Mr. D’Arcy as giving jurisdiction to the 
magistrates^ may perhaps admit of a different construction ; but of this it is im- 
possible to judge without seeing the Act itself. 

Further Report by the Assistant Solicitor. 

July 28, 1846. 

With reference to my Report of the 23d instant, respecting the claim for 
hai-bour dues on ships importing Indian corn and oatmeal into Galway by Her 
Majesty’s Government, I beg leave further to report that I have been furnished 
with a copy of the Act 11 Geo. IV. c. 122 (local and personal), under which, I 
presume, the dues in question are claimed ; and by the 62d section of the said Act 
I conceive that the ships are exempted from toll, on entering and using the said 
harbour, if they are hired by Her Majesty’s Government, or are employed for the 
sole purpose of importing their cargoes in Her Majesty’s service. 

By the 49th section of the Act, any dispute respecting the demanding or taking 
of toll may be determined by any Justice of the Peace for the place where the 
cause of dispute arises; and should the present dispute be brought bv the Galway 
Harbour Commissioners before the magistrates in Petty Sessions, as" intimated by 
Mr. D’Arcy, it would seem proper that some person should be directed to attend 
on behalf of the Government, in order to insist upon the exemption from toll of the 
ships in question, if they shall appear, upon inquiry, to have been employed in 
the service of Her Majesty. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

July 28, 1846. 

Transmit copy of this Report to Sir R, Routh, for his information and guidance 
with reference to bis letter of the 21st instant. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 22, 1846. 

I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her IMajesty’s Treasury, a copy of my 
letter this day addressed to Commissary-General Hewetson, and if there is any 
variation in these instructions which my Lords should be plej^ed to direct, I 
request the favour of your early communication. 



Enclosure. 

Sir R. Routh to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Dublin Castle, July 22, 1846. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer being of opinion that it is unnecessary to replace 
the. cargo at Cork which had turned out bad, you will understand that you are to receive 

2 F 2 
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no further conagnment to your address; and I am to confirm to you the orders previously 
transmitted of suspending our supplies on the 15th of August, and to give up our mills as 
soon as possible after the 1st of August, so as to place the trade in a position to relieve us on 
the 16tb. 

If your supplies should he exhausted before the 15th, you are at liberty to make use of the 
biscuit in charge of the barrack-master ; or if the committees decline receiving it, you will 
refer them to the private holders of meal, as it is our intention to wind up our present 
operations, and bring them to a positive close (except for the disposal of any remains in store} 
on Saturday the loth of August. 

You will he pleased also to give the necessary notice in writing, on the 31st instant, of our 
intention to give up the Lee Mills premises, according to agreement, and any other stores or 
buildings occupied by you in the same manner. 

As soon after the 15th of August as your duties will enable you to do so, you will break up 
your establishment, following the usual rule of dispensing first with the services of those who 
for whatever reason are the least efficient. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

JwZy 24, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships entirely approve of the instructions 
which he has furnished to Commissary-General Hewetson, in his letter to that 
officer, dated 22nd instant. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dvhlin Castle, July 22, 1846. 

I UNDERSTAND that it will be e.^pected that the Government should 
make some announcement whether it is their intention to order any importations 
during the ensuing year, without w'hicli, there will be a reluctance on the part 
of the corn dealers and merchants to enter into these speculations. I do not 
think such announcement is immediately necessary, nor perhaps would it be 
right officially to do so, but through some channel the intimation should be 
conveyed in sQl the month of August, or as soon after as it could be conveniently 
determined. I wait your approvd of my letter to Mr. Hewetson to act 
throughout on the same system. 



Mr. A. Waller to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dundalh, July 22, 1846. 

Our Relief Committee here died a natural death ; the works on the 
public roads gave employment to the most necessitous, and so prevented the 
necessity of the toWs people putting their hands into their pockets to make a 
subscription, which they seemed very averse to. The people are becoming 
fond of their new food when mixed with other meal, but they do not eat much 
of it as yet alone, unless it be in the shape of stirabout. There is a large vessel 
now unloading here with 1200 quarters of Indian com, so that there will be 
plenty for them notwithstanding the withdrawal of the Government supplies. 



Mr, Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh. 

Treasury, July 24, 1846. 

In your letter to me, dated the 22d instant, you state as follows : — “ I 
understand that it uill be expected that the Government should make some 
“ announcement, whether it is their intention to order any importations during the 
“ ensuing year, without which there will be a reluctance on the part of the corn- 
“ dealers and merchants to enter into these speculations.” 

It should, I think, be understood that if it should become necessary for the 
Government to make purchases of meal during the ensuing year, they will be made 
in the United Kingdom, and not in America or elsewhere abroad. This will have 
the effect of stimulating, instead of discouraging the trade. All the calculations 
of the merchant are liable fo be upset by the Goveroment procuring large supplies 
abroad, and throwing them unexpectedly iuto the home market ; but if the Govern- 
ment makes its purchases in the home market, the wholesale dealer may gain and 
cannot lose by the interference, and the tendency of such an expectation would 
therefore be to attract large quantities of food to Ireland. 

An assurance to this effect was given to the trade when uneasiness was felt in 
consequence of our American purchases, and it was found to be quite satisfactory. 
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Commissai’y-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

July 24, 1846. 

Should the Government be again called upon, I should say a reserve of 
fifty thousand barrels of Indian meal — not corn — for the trade want the mill power, 
should quietly be brought from the United States to England, and there stored. 
With steamers next spring it could be rapidly thrown into all the old depots on 
the coast. By introducing such a supply into England, and keeping it o^uiet, the 
trade would not be alarmed ; but all this will, no doubt, become at no distant 
period, matter for very serious consideration, and it may become imperative again 
on the Government to step forward. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

July 28, 1846. 

I RECENTLY Suggested, as a precautionary measure, that forty or fifty 
thousand barrels of United States manufactured Indian meal, well kiln-dried and 
packed, should be quietly imported into an English neighbouring port — not an 
Irish one — and there held in reserve. With caution it might be introduced at a 
much cheaper cost than those we have now- expended. I propose meal, because I 
find it keeps well, and in order to all the mill power of this country being left for 
the trade. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Commissary-General Hewetson. 

Treasury, JulyZ\, 1846. 

I HAVE omitted to notice two points in your recent letters which require 
an answer. 

The first relates to Lieutenant Wentworth's extra allowances, on which subject 
I shall be obliged to you to inform me w'hether the duties perfonned by him 
difi'ered either in nature or extent from those performed by the late hir. Dobbin, 
and if so, in what respect. 

The other is your proposition to procure a supply of Indian corn meal from See Letter to Sir R. 
America, and lay it up in some port in England; in reference to which I cannot 
do better than give you in extemo a copy of a reply whicli I lately sent to a opposite page, 
somewhat similar question from Sir R. Routh. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 25, 1846. 

Adverting to my letter No. 275, I have the honour to report for the 
information of the Right Hon. my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, that upon further communication with the directors ot the Grand 
Canal, they have agreed to allow Government boats, laden with Indian corn 
meal, &c., to pass, in the first instance, as heretofore, without the payment of tolls, 
and to submit, at the close of the service, an account of the amount due thereon, at 
the reduced rate of 3^. 4ffZ. per ton per mile, not exceeding 3s. per ton for any 
distance on the Grand Canal, or its several branches. 



Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Eauaghei', King's County, July 26, 1846. 

Another busy week is closed. The requisitions of Committees have been 
as urgent as ever, and the amount of Indian meal poured amongst the population, 
in a circle of forty miles, has been as ample as ever (131,000 lbs.), from a stock 
now kept up by small consignments of meal from Dublin, and by grain from lim- 
erick, which I convert, by the operations of two Banagher mills, into food wdth 
decided success. 

I know of no reason at present why this demand, if urgent before, should not be 
so still ; as it is made to supply the cravings of a population which have (as re- 
spects tlie mass) no security against ^vant, except the provision made by the State 
to replace a crop which lately failed, and their hopes of the crop of the present 
year,— the season for the maturity of which is not yet complete. The poor man 
withholds the spade from his potato field as long as he can, because it is great loss 
to him to use them before they are full grown, as they are neither so large nor so 
nourishing in quality when used early. 

It is almost useless to point to the general harvest as the poor man’s security, — 
that harvest produces little of what is wifhm his reach ; for those who own the 
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richer productions of the earth seek purchasers where there is capital, and thus 
avoid the market amidst the people whose labours have replenished their barns. 
The potato is still the safeguard of the poor in this district of Ireland, and the acci- 
dents which may befal it are what alone the poor have to pray to Providence to 
avert. 

Harvest labour must soon, however, become general, and this is a point of con- 
sideration, for wages will therefrom accrue to the poor ; and should the operation 
of the present Corn-laws cheapen foreign and Irish-produced supplies of food to 
the poor of this country, those wages and tliose supplies of food ought to bestow 
present advantages on the poor. 

During the last week I have notified officially to my thirty committees that 
supplies of food would cease to be laid in at the Government depot from the 15th 
August. I regard this, always speaking with humility when I thus speak, as a 
wise step : for whatever precautions may be necessary to provide against the 
effects of a new calamity, a pause in the present system is wisdom, both because 
it marks the kindness of the general Government with distinctness, and resigns 
the people of this land, for a time, to those regular social preservatives against 
want, of which industry on the part of the poor, and sacrifice on the part of tlie 
wealthier orders, are the proper foundations. 



Commissary-General Coffin to Mr. Trevelyan. 

LimericJc, 27, 1846. 

Our labours are now, I hope, drawing near to an end. The demands on 
the depots during the last fortnight have been exceedingly heavy, upwards of a 
thousand tons of meal having been issued at this place, Clare, and Kdrush, be- 
tween the 11th and the 25tli; but the decrease in the last week, as compared 
with that preceding, is nearly one-thii*d, and I am given to understand that it 
■null now be very rapid, the people having in many places already begun to dig 
their potatoes. 

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 27, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the approval of the Right Hon. my 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter, dated 25th inst., 
from Commissary-General Coffin, submitting a tender for the liire of a large 
lighter from the agent of the Dublin Steam Packet at Kiirush, to serve as a floating 
depdt at that place, for the purpose of supplying the numerous committees and 
constabulary stations in that vicinity. 

Mr. Coffin also submits the appointment of a clerk to Captain Mann, at Kiirush,, 
on the grounds therein stated, which I believe to be quite necessary, but it might 
probably have been as well to have selected a constable. The’ period is so short 
that I have thought it better to act at once on IMr. Coffin’s recommendation. 



Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Coffin to Sir R. Routh. 

Limerick, July 25, 1846. 

■li honour to submit for approval a copy of a tender made to me by the agent 

of the Dublin Steam Packet at Kiirush, for the hire of a large lighter belonmncr to the com- 
pany, to serve as a floating depot at that place. Great advantage arises from supplying 
committees as much ^ possible from that point, instead of bringing the meal hither to be after- 
wards sent to places intermediate between the two ; but the small storage obtainable at or near 
Captain Mann s ^ation^ does not enable him to keep up a sufficiently large stock for the 
purpose; as Commissary-General Hewetson informs me that all the remaining consign- 
ments from Cork be sent in the large steamers, only one of which can come alonaside the 
pier, the lighter wiU afford great facility in discharging them, as well as in loading the cutters 
and the small steamers when employed in distributing the meal along the river. I have ac- 
Mrdmgly engaged this vessel on the terms proposed, and placed her at Captain Mann’s disposal, 
usual rate of hire, when employed in loading or discharging merchant vessels, is a guinea 

I beg also to report that I have found it absolutely necessary to give Captain Mann the 
assistance of a clerk in addition to a storekeeper. The duties so zealously undertaken by him 
^ now qmte equal in labour and responsibility to those of the dep6t at Banagher, exclusive- 
of those of his own department; and having Tound on the spot a fit and trustworthy pemon 
who was wilhngto render the requisite services for the short remaining period, at the pay of 5f 
a day, ! have accordingly engaged him from the 24th instant. His name is Mr John P 
Trousdell. 
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Mr. P. N. O’Brien to Commissary-General Coffin. 

City of DvMin Steam Company's Office, 
Kilrush, July 23, 1846. 

In answer to your inquiries touching the charge per week of one of the company’s 
lighters, while engaged by Captain Mann, R.N., as a temporary store for Indian meal, at 
this port, I beg to say that I am satisfied to let Captain. M. have one of the lighters at a charge 
of Zl. per week. 



Treasury Minute on tlie above. 

July 28, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routb approving of Mr. Coffin’s proceedings in both respects. 



Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Rodth. 

Cork, July 23, 1846. 

With regard to the spread of the potato disease, I should hope there 
will be a sufficiency for current use, as the farmers will all be anxious to bring 
what they have at once forward, fearing by keeping they may rot on their hands. 
The trade u’ill also, I trust, be prepared to meet present deBciency. Seeing 
we are in earnest in keeping out of the market, they do not longer iiesitate in 
making purchases. 

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle^ July 31, 1846, 

As the scene of our operations dui’ing the last active service in Ireland 
is now drawing to a close, I think it will be desirable as a reference, and 
perhaps as a guide, to lay before you for the information of the Right Ho- 
nourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury a trace of the 
course we have pursued. 

I received their Lordship’s instructiims in November last, to proceed to 
Dublin, where I was appointed a member of a Relief Commission to inquire into 
the scarcity arising from the loss of the potato crop, and of which the Right 
Honourable E. Lucas was chairman. 

At an early period in the autumn of 1845, the general blight in the potato 
crop throughout the south and west districts, and detached parts of the north 
and east, excited so much alarm, that though it did not exaggerate the fact, the 
apprehension was so great that it antedated the period when the supply would 
fail. The crop was unusually large, and early in December a very severe frost 
set in, and appeared partially to arrest the progress of the disease under certain 
circumstances, and in certain situations. There was also a marked capriciousness 
in the disease itself, leaving particular fields untouched and healthy, whilst 
others in their immediate vicinity were almost a mass of corruption. 

None of the remedies suggested for the preservation of this crop were suc- 
ce^ful, but that which most j^sisted this object, was the plan adopted by the 
peasantry amongst themselves, of leaving the potatoes in the ground until they 
were required for use. 

I have not been able to obtain any satisfactory explanation of this calamity, 
which has spread simultaneously over the greater part of Europe and America, 
and in every diversity of climate, and it is as difficult to decide whether the 
fungus is the cause or effect of the disease. Those who advocate the latter, 
and that a sound plant is ouly to be raised by renovation from the seed, have 
not succeeded in their experiment, the result being nearly an equal division 
between sound and diseased plants. The plants raised from the seed did not 
produce one sort only, but exhibited promiscuously every variety of the potato. 

As soon as the rains set in towards the end of January and until March, the 
partial suspension of the disease gave way, and re appeared with greater vinir 
lence, not only amongst the potatoes already tainted, but manifesliig itsdf 
amongst the sound pits in districts which had hitherto resisted it. 

These variations in climate and the effects they produce, first in diminishing 
the anxiety and apprehension in the fall, and subsequently in c<Mfirming all 
these fears, will account for the diversity of opinions which prevailed in relation 
to the extMit of the scarcity. 

I enclose a note of a few letters received by the Commissioii in confirmation 
of this scarcity, the originals of which and many thoasand others from all 
classes of society are on record in the office. 

One great and salutary effect was obtained in the postponement of the great 
pr^sure for which we were preparing. 
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It will be unnecessary for me to detail the arrangements entered into by Her 
Majesty’s Government for the introduction of a new food from the United 
States, which by its cheapness and nutritious qualities was calculated to replace 
advantageously the loss of the potato crop. 

The quantity of Indian corn and Indian corn meal imported from America 
into Cork through the house of Blessrs. Baring Brothers and Co., somewhat 
exceeded eight thousand tons. 

No individual could have undertaken it, for the duty was a prohibition, and 
being a new article of food untried, and of doubtiul success, it was altogether 
out of the sphere of mercantile speculation on the large scale on which only 
it could have the desired result. 

In consequence of the unusually boisterous weather, these shipments did not 
begin to arrive until the early part of February. 

They were unloaded and stored at Cork, where a new difficulty arose in 
in regard to the grinding, and to the best manner of preserving the meal, 
w^hich is particularly delicate, after it was ground. 

Having been sixteen years in Her Majesty’s service in America, I was fully 
aware of the process, and caused the grain to be kiln-dried before grinding, 
which has completely succeeded ; and notwithstanding the apprehension enter- 
tained of its deterioration in quality, and the extreme heat of June, we have 
experienced no loss nor received any complaint. 

The plan which we adopted in the grinding was first to keep the com eight 
hours on the kilns, and turn it twice, so as to be thoroughly dried without 
parching. It was then allowed to cool for forty-eight hours. In grinding it, 
the stones were kept wider apart than for wheat, and not driven too rapidly, 
lest it should heat the meal. 

The meal was then ordered to remain seventy hours to cool before it was 
dressed, and after it was dressed, it was again left to cool for a day or two 
before it was sacked, each sack containing 20 stone or 2S01bs. 

Having procured a great variety of receipts for the use of Indian corn meal 
from the United States, I embodied them in a small pamphlet (copy annexed), 
which was distributed through the coimtry. 

It should be very much cooked or baked ; and w^heii used as bread,* it is 
much improved by mixing the yeast wdth one-sixth of wheaten flour, using hot 
water, and after it has risen, to add the five parts of Indian meal. 

But the mush, or stirabout, seems to he the favourite preparation in Ireland, 
of which a large quantity is made at once to economize the fuel, and then eaten 
cold, or cut in slices and repassed through the oven. 

It has become so popular, that the oatmeal which we have in store is seldom 
asked for, though offered at a low price. 

The Indian meal is so nutritious, that one meal in the morning supports the 
labourer throughout the day ; and it has been remarked by the peasantry that 
where it has been used, fever has been less prevalent, or has entirely disap- 
peared. 

The great object which now presented itself was to postpone the assistance 
of Government to the latest possible period, and to enforce the necessity of 
self-exertion as a claim to that assistance, for once commenced this aid could 
not he suspended or withheld without danger to the public peace. The un- 
certainty of the demand to he made upon us, of which it was impossible to 
frame any calculation, and the limited quantity in store in comparison with the 
exigencies of the whole country, made it an important object to postpone the 
commencement of the issue, until it was indispensable, so that the resources 
within the reach of the community might be first applied to their wants, before 
the depots in reserve were opened for their supply. The expectation and cer- 
tainty, of it, when the great pressure arrived, satisfied the people in the midst of 
many sacrifices, and induced in the meanwhile a proportionate activity and 
outlay amongst the landed proprietors. 

It was at this time the printed instructions to district and town committees, 
prescribing their formation and duties, and giving a general outline of the 
views of Government, were submitted to the proper authorities by the Relief 
Commission, of which I had then become chairman, and after approval they 
were promulgated throughout the country. 

As some slight alterations were subsequently introduced, chiefly in explana- 
tion of the task of male or female work to he exacted, and to regulate more 
uniformly the issue of tickets for employment, I annex some of the later copies. 
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One of the main objects in these instructions went to establish, that the aid 
of the Government should be only auxiliary to the efforts of the people, and 
the large amount subscribed, and much of that in small sums from Gd. to IO 5 ., 
afford a gratifying proof of the good feeling of the proprietors. 

I have observed before, that the potato crop, though very much diseased was 
very abundant, exceeding by one-third the usual average crop, and it was to 
this circumstance that we owed the possibility of keeping the Government 
stores in reserve to so late a period ; though it is also certain, that the people 
submitted patiently to great sacrifices. 

The date fixed for opening the public depots for sale was the I5th of May, 
but the farm labour having been delayed by the heavy rains, the great pressure 
was not experienced until towards the end of that month, and beginning of 
June. 

The issues from the depot of Limerick, amounted then to 500 tons per 
week, and of Cork to 300 tons per week, and from the other depots in like 
proportion. 

Towards the end of June, it was found necessary to purchase an additional 
3000 tons of Indian corn, chiefly of Mediterranean produce, which is not 
usually so good, or so s-weei as that of the United States. 

From the latter country the corn shipped is usually of the growth of the 
previous year, and more dry and less exposed to be heated, wliiist the Euro- 
pean com is more fresh, and more easily damaged. 

Great care w'as taken to reject all that was injured; and by the increased 
activity used by the department at Cork, Limerick, and Sligo, the whole of the 
new purchase has been brought into use. 

In coming now to speak more immediately of the exertions of the Commis- 
sariat, in a service so new and so complicated, I must explain the machinery 
and its organisation through which our arrangements have been conducted. 

Our main depot was Cork, under the charge of Commissary-General Hewetson. 
Here the imground Indian corn, and the meal received from America were un- 
loaded and stored, and under this officer’s charge the whole of the corn was 
ground. 

This was a most important duty, and was admirably performed. The fol- 
lowing mills were employed in this operation : — 



Water-course (steam) per week 


. 1000 


Cork Mills „ „ 


700 


St. Dominicks (water) „ 


60 


Lee Mills „ „ . . 


300 


Carragaline „ „ . . 


350 


Raffeen „ „ . . 


50 


Ardra „ „ . . 


100 


Riverstown (w’ater and steam) . 


500 


Middleton (water) .... 


200 


Carrigrohane (water) 


600 


Kilnap (water and steam) 


200 




4060 



The large naval magazines at Haulhowline, Cove of Cork, were occupied by 
the department, and the Admiral was always ready to afford his efficient and 
invaluable assistance, particularly in the appropriation of Government steam- 
ers for the conveyance of these supplies to the out-depots. 

The following localities were selected as depots : — 

On the west coast, and on the Shannon, Limerick and Kilrush (with several 
sub-depots in the mouth of the Shannon) — Galway, Westport, Sligo, Banagher. 

On the Grand Canal — Athy, Tullamore. 

On the Royal Canal — Longford. 

On the south-east side — Waterford, with Clonmel-on-the-Suir. 

On the east side — Dublin, Dundalk. 

Of these the most important were Limerick and Dublin. 

Limerick embraced the supply of county of Kerry, county of Limerick, 
a large part of county of Tipperary, and county of Clare, all very distressed, 
and incorporating with it the depot of Banagher and the adjoining country, 
and all the requisitions bordering the Shannon as high as Athlone. 

2 G 
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This important service was placed under the orders of Commissary-General 
Coffin. 

Dublin was the central depot from whence county of Wicldow, and county 
of Meath, and the country bordering the Grand and Royal Canals, including 
the depots of TuUamore and Athy, were supplied. The posts of Banagher and ^ 
Longford also received their supply from Dublin, though not attached to that 
depot, and large shipmente were likewise despatched through the Grand Canal 
to Limerick. 

This duty was confided to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

The dep6t at Galway, in charge of Assistant Commissary-General Wood, 
included that country and the Arran Islands, and part of Connemara, compris- 
ing Oughterarde and Clifden. 

Westport, in charge of Captain Perceval, superintended the supply of county 
of Mayo, and the coast from Ballynakill and the Killeries to Belmullet, in- 
cluding Ne^vport and Achil Island. 

The remainder of the coast of county of Mayo, haronies Tyrawley and 
Gallen, and all county of Sligo, and the coast and part of the interior of Done- 
gal, as high as Rutland, were supplied from the depot at Sligo, \mder the 
charge of Assistant Commissary-General Stevens. 

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Campbell from the Longford Depot, 
superintended the supply of Leitrim, county of Cavan, and county of Roscom- 
mon and the line of Shannon from Atlilone to Carrick. 

Mr. Parker, C.C., was in charge of the depot at Athy, with three sub-con- 
stabulary depots at Castlecomer, Castle Dermot, and Mountmellick, reporting 
as well as Tuilamore to Assistant Commissary-General Lister. 

Tlie depot at Dundalk was intended for the supply of Armagh and Mona- 
ghan, but the private speculations to this port and Drogheda very much dimi- 
nished the labour which was expected to devolve on Mr. Waller, whose exer- 
tions were not called into the activity which they merited. 

Neither were the labours of Deputy Commissary-General Dohree at Water- 
ford, though very much more extensive and important, equal to the ability his 
experience was calculated to display, resulting chiefly from the same cause, 
which it was impossible to foresee. 

His management of the dep6t at Clonmel was very judicious, and the activity 
with which it was carried out, very praiseworthy to Mr. Cummins, a young 
man of much promise. 

The depot at Cork,'under Commissary-General Hewetson, embraced all the 
duty of that large county, in addition to the general service rec[uired of him for 
the* supply of the outposts.' He was employed, without intermission, in dis- 
charging the American cargoes, in grinding and reloading them as fast as the 
steamers and sailing' vessels could be prepared to receive them, nor do I 
know a single instance in which delay occurred. His duties, however, lay 
together, whilst those of Commissary-General Coffin, scattered over a wider 
district, comprising more details at greater distances, called for the exercise of 
the same anxious activity, with more foresight and discrimination. 

These were the main Commissariat dqiots ; and from the extent of the issues, 
you will judge of the labour required of the department ; for independently of 
the supplies issued to committees, in quantities from five to twenty tons, there 
were usually issues to the poor from one to seven pounds, and the multitude 
and eagerness of the parties crowding round the doors to obtain these small 
purchases are difficult to describe. The hours allotted to such, issues depended 
on the other duties of the depot, but, in some instances, they have been con- 
tinued from six in the morning until nine at night. 

Such issues were not, of course, practicable at Limerick, Cork, or Dublin, 
where the pressure of the committees, particularly at the two first, made it 
impossible to attend to such details. 

I now describe the manner of the sub-distribution of these depots into 
smaller channels. 

I am much indebted to the co-operation of the Inspector-Greneral of the 
Coast-Guard ; but amongst the officers serving under him, I must particularly 
mention Captain Mann, R.N., who entered at once into all the arrangements of 
Commissary-General Coffin, and superintended most efficiently the supply of 
the small harbours and localities in the mouth of the Shannon, and on the 
coasts of county Clare and county Kerry, where the distress was very prevalent. 

I lay before you a list of the stations of the Coast-Guard. Their cutters are 
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small, and their capacity and means of transport limited, and tlieir stations not 
intended to store a large supply. They are thus hardly fitted for any great or 
lengthened emergency without other assistance ; but on all occasions in which 
they have acted with us, their zeal and activity have been useful and conspicu- 
ous. When the rough and boisterous weather on this coast is considered, 
together with the minuteness of their issues, and the crowds of poor and desti- 
tute persons Availing to receive them, it is difficult to do justice to their exer- 
tions. Nearly the whole of their payments were made in small coins and 
copper, which were remitted to the depots from whence the supply was 
received. 

The whole of these duties have been performed by the Coast-Guard, without 
any remuneration whatsoever. 

But still more serviceable, though not developed to tlie full extent of which 
it is susceptible, was the assistance rendered by the constabulary, under the 
orders of Colonel McGregor, the Inspector-General of that force, consisting of 
about 11,000 men. 

I refer you to my letter of the 20th May, addressed to Colonel McGregor, 
and transmitted to you in my letter of the 2lst May, No. 162. 

I now lay before you the circular issued by that officer, to give effect to the 
system wliich I proposed. 

These arrangements afforded to me the facility of establislmig branches from 
our depots, throughout the interior of the comitry, at all those points where a 
cheap food was necessary to the relief of the people. 

The constables are generally a superior class, and many of them men of 
intelligeuce, and some of education. I found them to be honest and zealous and 
laborious. They received 2s. 6cZ. per day in addition to their constabulary pay. 

These constabulary branches might have been carried to any extent, the 
admirable order conspicuous througliout tliis corps, theii’ local information, 
their influence in the country, the assistance close at hand to be derived on any 
occasion from their own detachments, rendered their services particularly appli- 
cable to our duties. 

A simple form of account was prepared, which Avas readily understood, and 
as far as I can perceive, correctly carried out. 

I annex list of these stations. 

Their actual duty Avas limited to sales, but I had contemplated the proba- 
bility of a want of funds, and the necessity of making payment for labour in food 
on the certificate of a Superintendent of Works. 

The subscriptions collected by the District Committees, and the donations of 
Her Majesty’s Government in aid of those subscriptions (somewhat exceeding 
two-thirds of the amount), made it unnecessary to recur to this measure. 

I lay before you a list of these subscriptions, such as they A\*ere received from 
the parties. 

I also lay before you a list of the grants made under the authority of the 
Lord Lieutenant, in aid of these subscri 2 ‘'tions up to the 31st July. 

It is proposed to fix the 10th August for the last day on which the recom- 
mendation for these grants on the present emergency should cease and determine. 

The District Committees have been very variously conducted ; but they have 
had great difficulties to contend with — a large population clamorous for food and 
employment, and no precise information of the extent of works that might be 
approved, or the day on Avhich they could be commenced. 

I scarcely know which is the most difficult undertaking, to feed or to employ 
such vast numbers, with this difference only, that the former will brook no 
delay, nor admit of interruption. 

The Committees w'ere all new to the plan and order they w^ere intended to 
establish ; and if failures occurred, we must not forget the sum of one hundred 
thousand pounds raised by private subscriptions, or the energy of those land- 
lords who maintained their tenantry out of their own individual resources. It 
must be remembered that the emergency was sudden, and the system of relief 
and its organization new, and that every person who was called to act in it liad 
his experience to acquire. 

All these Committees who have received a grant of public money have 
engaged to furnish the Government, through this dq)artment, Avith a certified 
copy of their exp«iditure, and the application of their funds to the purposes of 
relief in conformity to the printed instructions, and these documente will here- 
after be laid before the Government. 

2 G 2 
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Information has been given to these Committees of the suspension of the 
Commissariat issues, on the 15th August ; but I think it probable that in most 
instances there will be remains in store to carry them on beyond that period, so 
that no public inconvenience can possibly be experienced under this arrange- 
ment. There will be also the biscuit in the Ordnance stores, even if the Indian 
meal should be exhausted, to fall back upon, in the event of any further supply 
being required after the period announced for its discontinuance. 

It is probable'that if the same duty was to be performed again, I should be 
able to suggest many improvements and some economy. The depots of Clif- 
den and Bellmullet, on the -west coast, became too extensive for the Coast Guard 
establishment, notwithstanding the exertions of Lieut. Stokes and Lieut. Dawson ; 
and they are points wliich would require the presence of a Commissariat 
Accountant. 

The east coast, from its vicinity to Liverpool and Bristol, have mercantile 
facilities, wliich make them more independent of the assistance of Government, 
with the exception only of Dublin, as the mouth of the Grand and Royal 
Canals, which communicate with the interior of the country. 

The present emergency was something so sudden and so unusual, that the 
service could not at once be contemplated as a whole. 

On any future occasion, if it should unfortunately be indispensable to revert 
to these measures, it is probable that the Government w'ould make its purchases 
in the United Kingdom, and not in America or elsewhere abroad, which would 
aflFord an economy and a facility in the immediate distribution of the supply to 
its destination, without the obligation of a large depot and establishment at 
Cork for storing and grinding, and which made a second voyage necessary before 
the consignment reached the point at which it was intended to be distributed. 

It woidd also have the effect of stimulating instead of discouraging the trade. 

All the calculations of the merchant are liable to be upset by the Govern- 
ment procuring large quantities from abroad and throwing them unexpectedly 
upon the home maiket ; but if the Government makes its purchases in the home 
market, the "wholesale dealer may gain but cannot lose, and the tendency of 
such an expectation would therefore be to attract large quantities of food from 
abroad. 

The American corn or meal should be introduced in the "winter or spring, 
■^vhen it is less exposed to damage than in summer, and "we found its quality 
superior to that of the MediteiTanean markets. 

But the principal features in these operations to "which I would call your 
attention, are the small comparative expense at which this large quantity of food 
has been made to supply a "whole population, the little disturbance, almost 
unperceived, that it has occasioned to the ordinary course of trade, and the quiet 
manner throughout all its channels in which the relief has been distributed. 

I hope their Lordships will permit me to speak of the exertions of Commis- 
sary-General Coffin, a brother officer of my o"wn rank, whose talents and public 
services have frequently called forth their Lordships’ approbation. His high 
character, his qualities and standing, recommend him for some distinction, botli 
as a testimony to himself, and a source of emulation to the department. 

The late promotion of Commissary-General Hewetson makes it only neces- 
sary for me to repeat the high opinion I entertain of his activity and abilities. 

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree is an experienced and valuable officer, 
whose active services should now be retained in the department. 

Assistant Commissary-General Lister has served seventeen years under my 
orders, which enables me to give him my full confidence, and I feel safe in any 
charge which he superintends. 

Assistant Commissary-General Cameron has conducted the accounts, in which 
he has much experience and order, and on which I shall report hereafter. 

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General Leonce Routh has afforded me much 
relief and valuable assistance, in the correspondence, which has been very labo- 
rious, and of a nature that exacted d«patch. He is prompt, active, and intelli- 
gent, and I recommend him to their Lordships’ encouragement. 

I beg to recommend the assiduity of Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General 
Campbell, who has served so many years in his present rank, and the exertions 
of Mr. C. C. Parker, at Athy, who was for a long time on the Irish Commis- 
sariat ; and I must likewise speak favourably of Mr. Cummins, who has been 
in charge at Clonmel. 

I am much indebted to Captain Perceval, who has been in charge at West- 
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port; and by his activity and gentlemanly manner has contributed to the 
success in that district. 

Captain Pole also, at Banagher, is an intelligent, zealous officer. 

Assistant Commissaries-General Gelston, Stevens, Wood, and Bayley, have 
all laboured hard and advantageously in their several avocations. 

I shall be ready to enter on this subject more in detail hereafter, but I cannot 
quit it without bringing under your notice the unsparing labour and activity of 
the Department, seldom less than ten to twelve hours per diem, frequently at 
their desk beyond midnight, and, during a portion of the time, not excepting 
Sundays. 

But I can vouch for the general feeling of satisfaction with which they look 
forward to the result of those labours appearing in their Lordships’ opinion to 
have accomplished their object in the relief of the people. 

A practical relief of this description, distributed to a nation in small 
issues, to reach the poorest families, is an event of rare occurrence, even 
in history. It is a formidable xmdertaking even to anticipate, and yet, 
with whatever imperfection, successfully to have accomplished it, may he 
received as a work of much labour and thought, and not unworthy of their 
Lordships’ commendation ; and it is a just tribute to pay to the characteristic 
endurance of the Irish peasanti*y that no outrage or violence has disturbed the 
public peace, and in its place a deep feeling of gratitude has risen up in return 
for the paternal care of Her Majesty’s Government 

In conclusion, I respectfully lay before you copies of two letters which were 
addressed to me by His Excellency Lord Heyteshury and the Earl of Lincoln, 
on their retirement from office in Ireland. 



Enclosure 1. 

Lord HEYTESBURTtoSirR. Routh. 

Vice Regal Lodge, July 1, 1846. 

I CANNOT quit this country without expressing to you the high sense I entertain of the 
value of your services, in the difficult circumstances in which we were placed by the failure of 
last year’s potato crop. 

The quiet, and regular manner in which your whole system of relief was organised and car- 
ried out, demands my warmest acknowledgments ; nor must I omit to notice the excellent 
•tnanagement by which you were enabled to keep the markets under your control, and to ensure 
good and wholesome food to the people, at a moderate price. 

These services can only be justly appreciated by those, who, like myself, were fully cogni- 
zant of the difficulties of your position. 

Accept my sincere thanks for all that you have done. 

Lord Lincoln to Sir R. Routh. 

Irish O^ce, July 4, 1846. 

I SHOULD be very unwilling to band over the business of this office to my successor, 
without having written to you and expressed how sensible I am of the valuable services which 
you have rendered to the Government and to the country during the short time that 1 have 
been officially connected with Ireland. 

The operations which you have had to conduct, required not only great zeal, energy, and 
perseverance, but much tact and discretion; and whilst the objects and instructions of the 
Government have been ably carried out by all who have been employed in an undertaking not 
less arduous than unusual, in no instance has the success been moi-e complete than in the 
department over which you have presided- 

No higher praise can be bestowed upon such services, under peculiar circumstances, than to 
say, that they have been executed in so noiseless a manner, that the public is as yet ignorant of 
the magnitude of the evil which they have successfully intercepted. 

Accept my warmest acknowledgments for your great exertions and very valuable services. 



Enclosure 2. 

Co. Clare. — Henry Strauglit, Esq., J.P., Electoral Division of Clooney.— ‘7tJi March, 1846- 
The greater part of population subsisting on potatoes perfectly black, and which will shortly 
be consumed. 

Co. TippeTary. — Rev. James Birmingham, P.P. — Borrisokane, 7th Mar<di, 1846. 
Population of parish bordering on starvation, one-half being out of proviaons. 

Co. Corh.—Rev. E. G. Hudson, Dean of Armagh. — Fermoy P.L. Union. 

Potatoes in district nearly all gone; dozens of starving children and women are seen following 
ploughs, and quarrelling for the rotten potatoes left ungathered three, months ago. 

Co. Clare. — R. Maim, Esq. Inspector of Coast Guards. — Kilrush, ^"c., 7th March, 1846. 

In district of Kilrush, 870 families represented as having very little employment and not 
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one day’s food ; one hundred to be employed next wjek ; want of sound seed much dreaded ; 
at Killeeragh, ferer extensive, and poilion of workhouse allotted to that district nearly full. 

Co. Limerick. — J. Waller O' Grady, Esq., J.P. — PatridiS Well, 1th March, 1846. 
Provisions scarce in neighbourhood ; that numbers of the poor labouring class have not at 
present the the means wherewith to live, or labour to give sustenance during the remainder of 
the summer. 

Co. Tipperary. — Extract from Besident Magistrate Redmond's Report to Sis Excellency the 
Lord-Lieutenant. — Carrick-on-Suir, 7th March, 1846. 

The quantity of potatoes brought lo market has considerably decreased. 

Co. Clare. — Sir Lucius O'Brien, Lieutenant Co. Qare. — Baronies of Banratty, Upper and 
Lower, 7th March, 1846. 

That sufl'ering and urgent distress prevails in the villages of Newmarket and Clare. 

Co. Kerry. — S. Clifford, Esq. Inspector of Coad, Guards . — Tralee, 7th March, 1846. 

Co. Galway. — John Smith, Esq., Celerna. — Clifden Distnct from Ballindkill Bay to Clifden. 
Many out of provisions, having neither potatoes to eat nor potatoes for seed ; numbers lying 
sick in fever, deprived of sustenance, save that given in charity ; no employment for the people. 

Co. Tyrone. — Clerk of Union to Poor Law Commissioners. — Cloyher P. L. Union. 
Guardians of opinion that no sound potatoes will remain after seed-time. 

Co. Clare.— ~R. Lynne, Esq., R. M. — Report to the Undcr-Secrdary. — Emis. 

That the tradesmen and others in town of Ennis are severely suffering from w’ant of food ; 
people expressing a determination not to starve whilst food can be procured. 

Co. Clare. — Extract from Minutes of the Poor Law Guardians. — Ennis Poor Law Union. 
Supply of potatoes brought to market insufficient for the wants of the inhabitants of tlie 
town of Ennis. 

Co. Qare. — The Magistrates, Clergy, and Famners of Parish. — Parish Killoane, Barony of 
the Islands. 

Upwards of 100 families in great want ; and upwards of 50 who cannot procure more than 
one meal daily j quantity of potatoes remaining not sufficient for consumption of the popula- 
tion one month. 

Co. Clare.— Memorial from the Magistrates, Gentry, ^-c. to His Excellency the Lord Lieu-- 
tenant . — Touire of Killahe. 

Alarming scarcity existing ; the working classes, to the amount of 500 or 600 persons, 
cannot procure one meal per diem. 

Co. Clare. — Captain Macnamara, R.N. — Parishes of Ibrickanc and Kilmurry, Barony of 
Ibrickane. 

Numbers of persons in the most deplorable state, having no means of subsistence bat a 
scanty supply of diseased potatoes. 

Co. Qare. — Memorial from the Parishioners to the Lord Lieutenant. — Parish of Clare Abbey. 
That out of 200 families residing in Clare Abbey village, 50 have to subsist on one meal daily. 

Co. Clare.— Magistrates of the Town and neighbourhood of Ennis to Mis Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. — Ennis. 

Much suffering existing from the want of employment and food ; supply of potatoes at 
market has almost disappeared, and from the high prices, the people are unable to purchase ; 
an outbreak expected in the absence of immediate assistance. 

Co. Cork. — Extract of Residen Magistrate Little's Report to the Under Secretary. Bandon 

Didrict. 



Co. Tipperary-Sub-Inspeetor Cox's Report to Inspector-General of Constabulary.— Cashel 
and neighbourhood. 

Several families in Clonoulty are, in consequence of the ” rot,” left without provisions j one- 
third of the inhabitants of Ballagh and Bishopsvvood are out of potatoes, and many of the 
small farmers will shortly be so situated ; seed potatoes selling at 15cf. per stone. 

Co. Tipperary. — Memorial of the Justices and Cess-payers of the Barony of Lower Ormond, 
pursuant to Act 1 Vic. c. 21, to His Excellency. — Lower Ormond. 

The inhabitants of barony are suffering severely from failure of potato crop ; distress daily 
arising. ^ 

Co. Kilkenny.— J. Hacket, Esq., Mayor of KUhemy, to the Chief Secretary.— City of 
Kilkenny. 

Positive scarcity may be apprehended early in summer. 

Co. Westmeath.— Rev. W. Sermes, Clonfadforan, Glebe, TyrreWs-pass.— Tyrrell' s-pass. 
Parish of Newtoim, Barony of Fartullagh. 

Distress pressing and urgent. 

Co. Werford. — Rev. W. Scott, Rector. — ‘Taghmon. 

Likely to be much suffering and privations. 
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Co. Wicklow. — Sir George Hudson, Bart. — District of Bray. 

Great mass of population consuming food totally unfit for use. 

Co. Galway. — D. H. Kelly, Esq., D.L. — Barony Ballymore. 

Several of the inhabitants actually starring, without either potatoes to eat or potatoes for 
seed, 

Co. Galway. — Report of W. Lewis, Esq., County Inspector, to the Inspector-General of Con- 
stabulary . — Ten miles around Loughrea. 

Thousands of families (in a circle of two miles round Loughrea) that will not have a potato 
to subsist on by the middle of May next. 

Co. Galway. — Assistant Poor Law Commissioner Burke. — Barony Leitrim. 

Several persons at present out of potatoes ; others whose stocks will not last more than a 
month ; whole stock will be consumed by May ; that there will be a deficiency of sound seed 
for coming season. 

Co. Antrim. — Rev. Samuel G. Potter,Cushendall. — Barony Lower Glenamn, March 28, 1846. 

Farmers living on potatoes and salt, and do even not expect this long ; persons Iiave died of 
absolute u'ant ; a family instanced actually starving, having neither money nor food. 

Co. Clare. — H. Baylee, Esq. — Barony Loicer Tulla, Broadford, 28f/t March, 1846. 
Potatoes are fast disappearing, being consumed as food by the higher classes ; fears this will 
continue the famine to next year ; the people are becoming reckless of consequences. 

Co- Limeridi. — John O'Brien, Esq. — City of Limerick, 28t/t March, 1846. 

The population are necessitous, and require immediate relief. 

Co. Limerick. — Lord Guillamore. — Co. Lvncrich, 28i/i March, 1846. 

States that famine (almost) exists in the rich and populous district ; and states, if deep and 
serious attention is not paid to the poor, very serious consequences will result; heard to-day 
that several bullocks were killed and carried off from the boixlers of county; encloses a letter 
from the chairman of Castleconnell Relief Committee expressive of distress in district. 

Co. Limerick. — John Waller O' Grady, Esq — Barony Pubhle Brien, Pairickswell, 2St7t March, 

1S46. 

Minds o,f the people are getting “ fearfully uneasy stales from personal knowledge the 
privations suffered by some to be dreadful. 

Co. Tipperary. — Extract from Mimiies of Tipperary Poor Law Guardians, qfTlst instant . — 
Barony of Clanwilliam, Poor Law Union of Tipperary, 287/t March, 1846. 

One hundred heads of families attended Bo-ard, requesting employment to alleviate their 
apparent uttei- destitution from the failure of the potato crop. 

Co. Dublin. — J. O'Ferrall, Esq. — Kingstovm, Hhth March, 1846. 

Report slates that 695 persons are now suffering privation from the high price of provisions; 
317 are in extreme distress, then means of buying food being more inadequa'e than that of 
the others. 

Co. Kilkenny. — Rev. Luke Foider. — Barony of Cranagh, Freshford, 28//t March, 1846. 
Distress is daily spreading in village, of Freshford, amounting to all but starvation ; writer's 
house daily beset by starving people ; impossible to provide even a scanty supply for the 
numbers famishing. 

King’s Co. — Dean Hawkins. — Moneygall, 28tA March, 1846. 

The potatoes of many poor people of neighbourhood are all consumed ; many poor people 
would gladly walk to Koscrea (5 miles) for Indian fiour at famine price. 

Queens County . — W. Cope Cooper, Esq. — Baronies of BaJlyadams and Slievemarique. — Poor 
Law Union, Athy, 28iA March, 1846. 

Barony of Slievemarique requires immediate relief ; population in many parts starving. 

Queen's Co. — -Extradfrom Guardiam Minutes of 9.0th inst. — MountmelUck Poor Law Union^ 
28tA March, 1846 

That a number of decent women with families, amounting to 80 human beings, apply to the 
Ghaardians for relief, they being without food or sufficient employment; these applicants form 
but a small proportion of those actually subsisting on food made from " the wash ” of a starch 
yard, food but indifferently suited for pigs. 

Co. Westmeath . — Qaeriesof Poor Law Commissioners answeredly W. Fetherstone, Esq. — Barony 
of FertaUagh, Poor Law Union, Mullingar, 28fA March, 1846. 

(kin-acre holders suffer most; poor-house fuller than in summer months ; pow laboums, 
supply of potatoes in many instances already exhausted, and unless immediate relief is given 
the consequences will be awful ; 350 labourers are unemployed in barony. 

Co. Leitrim. — Lord Clements. — Poor Law Union, MohU, 28th March, 1846. 

Minutes state that the cottiers at present are almost destitute; I*ord Clements states tha* 
around parties have visited the houses of dealers in oatmeal for the purpose of forcing them to 
lower their charges. 
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Co. Leitrim. — A. Moore, Esq., Poor Law Office. — Poor Lcao Union, Mohill, 28f/i March, 1846. 

Three gentlemen wait on the Guardians representing the extreme destitution of die labour- 
ing classes, and the urgent necessity of immediate relief ; the guardians resolve that there is no 
doubt of the extreme failure in the potato crop, and that they entertain the most serious 
apprehensions for the poor of the Union ; many farmers are said to be in great want, and many 
families have provisions only to the 1st of May. 



Enclosure 3. 

Memorandum on Indian Food. 

Method of grinding Indian Corn. 

The grain, Indian corn, to answer your queries about mill-stones, is sometimes very hard, 
and is called flint corn, but all the mill stones used for grinding other grains may be used for 
Indian corn. This grain being larger than wheat, it is necessary that the stones should 
be kept wider apart and not driven too rapidly, for when the motion of the stones is too rapid, 
thfi meal becomes heated and injured, and the cause of injury to the meal is its being ground 
too fine — '* it kills or deadens the'meal.” I have seen the French buhrs, the common stones 
of tlie country, and certain varieties of trappite used for grinding this grain, without any percep- 
tible difference in the quality of the meal. In the southern parts of the,' United States, the 
common country stones are almost universally used, and very efficient for the purpose. They 
are made of a variety of syenite. Steel mills are also in common use in plantations, not so 
much for making meal, but are convenient for “chopping” the grain, or making grits 
or hominy, which is a dish almost universally seen on the tables of the rich as well as poor. By 
steel mills, I mean a mill of precisely similar construction to those used for grinding coffee or 
spices, with this difference, that those used for grinding corn are mnch larger. But I presume 
you know that those of stone used in the United States are made in England. 

Srussels, January 5, 1846. 

Various manners of using Indian Com for Human Food. 

Suppawn, or Porridge, that is to say, boiling milk, broth, or water, thickened with Indian 
corn meal, in the same way that people in the south of England thicken them with wheat flour, 
and that people in the north thicken with oatmeal. Put into water, this is a breakfast, supper, 
or dinner for little children ; put into milk or broth, it is the same for grown people. It is 
excellent in all disorders arising from bad digestion. In milk or broth it is a good strong meal, 
sufficient for a man to work upon. 

It takes about three pounds and a half of Indian corn flour to make porridge for ten persons, 
less than half a pound of corn flour for a meal for one man, and a warm, comfortable meal that 
fills and strengthens the stomach. Three pounds and a h df of wheaten flour would make four 
pounds and a half of bread, but it would be dry bread, and bread alone ; and not affording 
half the sustenance or comfort of the porridge. 

Mush. — Put some water or milk into a pot and bring it to boil, then let the corn meal out 
of one hand gently into the milk or water, and keep stirring with the other, until you have got 
it into a pretty stiff state; after which let it stand ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, or less, 
or even only one minute, and then take it out and put it into a dish or bond. This sort of half 
pudding half porridge you eat either hot or cold, with a little salt or without it. It is eaten 
without any liquid matter, but the general way is to have a basin of milk, and taking a lump 
of the mush you put it into the milk and eat the two together. Here is an excellent 
pudding, whether eaten with milk or without it ; and where there is no milk, it is an excellent 
substitute for bread, whether you take it hot or cold. It is neither hard or lumpy when cold, 
but quite light and digestible for the most feeble stomachs. The Indian corn flour is more 
wholesome than wheat flour in all its manners of cooking. It is a great convenience for the 
workmp in the field that mush can be eaten cold. It is, in fact, moist bread, and habit soon 
makes it pleasanter than bread. It is a great thing for all classes of persons, but particularly 
for the labourer. He may have bread every day, and he may have it hot or cold ; and there 
is more nutrition in it than you can get out of the same quantity of w'heat flo\ir. It is eaten at 
the best tables in America almost every day; some like it hot, some cold, some with 
milk, some to slice it down and eat it with meat ; some like it best made with water, others 
with milk, but all like it in one way or another. Some put these cold slices again into the 
oven, and eat them hot ; or they might be heated on the griddle. It is believed in America 
that the Indian com, even used in this one single manner, does more as food for man, than all 
the wheat that is grown in the country, though the flour from that wheat is acknowledged to be 
the best in the world. 

Hominy is made of the broken grain; broken by the steel mills described in the first pa<re. 
It is soaked over night in warm water, changed in the morning to clean cold water, and boi£d 
gently an hour and a half. Warm it over when cold; eat it with milk, or molasses, oa 
salt, or bacon, or alone. The weekly allowance to a working man is ten pounds of the flint 
com, or twelve punds of the golden corn. Judge what a nutritious food this must be, for 
twelve pounds of it to be sufficient to maintain a working man seven days. 

Samp, though not in such common use as porridge or mush, is very much used. The husk 
or skin of the com is scalded off, or dipped in hot lye, or beaten off as we do the skin of oats. 
This is put into a pot with pork or fat, and boiled just in the same manner as the people in the 
country make pease porridge; but the samp is more wholesome and more nutritious. 
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Wheaten bread, with one-third Indian corn meal, is decidedly improved by it, and is preferred 
at all the tables of the first American families. It acquires by this addition a sweetness in 
flavour, and a freshness that we in vain look for in bread made entirely of wheat. 

Indian Com and Wheat Jlmir Bread. — Take one quart of corn meal, and a little salt and one 
quart of boiling water. Wet the meal, let it stand till it is blood-warm, then add two quarts 
of wheat flour and a half of a pint of yeast, and let it rise. This quantity will make two loaves. 
Bake it one hour and a half. 

Brown Bread. — ^'I'ake one quart and a pint of Indian meal, one quart and a pint of rye flour, 
and a little salt. Mix well together; then take half-a-pint of yeast, a (juart and a half of blood- 
warm water, and let it rise ; bake it in an iron stand in the oven all night. 

Rye and Indian Com Bread another way. — Scald three pints Indian meal in boiling water, one 
quart lye meal, a little molasses, salt, scalded altogether, not to be made stiff ; yeast put in 
when cold. 

To make an Indian Meal Pudding- — About four table-spoonfuls of Indian meal, a pint of 
milk, one egg, and two full table-spoonfuls of treacle, mixed well together, put into a basin, tied 
down, and boiled an hour. 

In the midst of a wilderness, with a flint and a steel, and a bag of corn meal, an American 
sets hunger at defiance. He makes a large wood fire on the ground, and wliile that is burning 
up, he takes a little wooden or tin bowl, or sometimes in the crown of his hat, in which 
he mixes up a sufficient quantity of his meal with water, and forms it into a cake about an inch 
thick. \^’ith a pole he then draws the fire open, and lays the cake down where the centre of 
the fire was. To avoid burning, he rakes some ashes over the cake first, he then rakes on a 
suitable quantity of the live embers, and his cake is cooked in a short space of time. 

In Canada, the French inhabitants place the uuground corn in hot lye, thereby getting rid of 
the outside skin, after which they boil it in milk, until it is well thickened and the grain soft, 
and with a little sugar to sweeten it, it makes an excellent and veiy nutritious breakfast. 

The usual mode of making bread or cake of Indian meal, is to scald the meal in boiling 
water, and make it of a proper consistency of dough, and bake it on tins before the fire half an 
inch thick ; and at the South and West, it is made three quarters or an inch thick. It is 
Indian meal, water, and salt, of a consistency to roll out on a tin or board, or flatten out with 
the haiids. 

It is also made into gruel, or thicker into hasty pudding, by stirring the meal into hot water 
gradually until it is of a consistency of starch, or a very soft pudding, which hardens as it 
becomes cold. 

It is eaten with butter, fat, stilt, or sugar, or molasses, or any relish of salt meat or fish, or 
alone. 

It is also made the basis of thickening any broth or soup, or made with eggs and suet into 
puddings of the usual consistency, and with molasses. 

No mistake can be made in using the meal, as it can he mixed with, or adapted to anything. 
Maize or Indian corn has never been extensively used in Great Britain, and this has arisen 
from die almost total ignorance of tiie English people as to the mode of preparing it for human 
food. It is, perhaps, the most productive crop that can be grown, and its nutritious qualities, 
when properly prepared, are equal to its productiveness. We are satisfied that it may be 
grown in that country, or, at any rate, in the south and eastern parts of it, with great advantage ; 
indeed, the experiment has been tried, and with decided success. Ihe late Mr. Cobbett grew 
an average crop of the dwarf kind on Barn Elms farm, Surrey, for three or four years, as the 
editor can testify from bis own personal inspection, and he himself has succeeded in rearing the 
large sort to perfection, the cobs or ears, when quite ripe, averaging eight or nine inches; this, 
however, was effected upon a small scale, and in a garden. 

Indian Cake, or Bannock.— as prepared in our own country, is cheap and verj' nice 
food. Take one quart of Indian meal, dressed or sifted, two table-spoonfuls of treacle or- mo- 
lasses, two tea-spoonfuls of salt, a bit of “ shortening’’ (butter or lard) half as big as a hen s egg, 
stirred together; make it pretty moist with scalding water, put it into a a welUgreawd pan, 
smooth over the surface with a spoon, and bake it brown on both sides before a quick tire. A 
little stewed pumpkin, scalded with the meal, improves the cake. Bannock split and dipped 
in butter, makes very nice toast. , 

Green Indian Com. — This is a most delicious vegetable. When used as a vegetable, the 
cobs, or ears, are plucked about the time that the corn nas arrived at a milky state, or just before 
it assumes a solid substance. A part of the leaves or filaments by which the cob, or ear, is sur- 
rounded, is taken away, and the cobs boiled from twenty to forty minutes, " according to its 
age." Wnen it is done, it is served with cold or melted butter, and eaten (after being stripped 
of its remaining leaves) by taking the two ends of the cob in the hands, and biting off the com. 
The editor can hear testimony to its delicious quality, from having grown it in his own garden 
and partaken of it. 

Indian Com, or Maize Pudding, Jaied.— Scald a quart of milk (skimmed milk will do), 
and stir in seven table-spoonfuls of sifted Indian meal, a tea-spoonful of salt, a teacup-ful of 
molasses or treacle, or coarse moist sugar, and a table-spoonful of powdered ginger or sifted 
cinnamon ; bake three or four hours. If whey is wanted, pour in a little cold milk after it is 



ail imxeu. _ „ 

Boiled Maize Pudding. — Stir Indian meal and warm milk together “pretty stiff; a 
little salt and. two or three “ great spoonfuls ’’ of molasses added ; also a spoonful of ginger, 
or any other spice that mav be preferred. Boil it in a tight-covered pan, or m a very thick 
loth; if the water gets in, it will ruin it. Leave plenty of room, for Indian meal swe^ ve^ 
much. The milk with which it is mixed should be merely wanned; if it- be scMdmg hot, the 
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pudding win break to pieces. Some chop suet very finej and warm in the milk others warm 
thin slices ot' apple to be stirred into the pudding. Water will answer instead oi milk. 

Rye and Indian Bread.— There are many different proportions in the mixing of this bread. 
Some put oue-thiid Indian with two of rye ; others like one-third rye and two ot Indian ; others 
prefer it half and half. . • -n 

If you use (he largest proportion of rye meal, make your dou^h stiff, so that it will mould 
into loaves ; when it is two-thirds Indian, it should be softer, and baked in deep earthen or 
tin pans after the following rules : — 

Take four quarts of sifted Indian meal ; put it into a glazed earthen pan, sprinkle over it 
a table-spoonful of fine salt ; pour over it about two quarts of boiling water, stir and work it 
till every part of the meal is thoroughly wet ; Indian meal absorbs a greater quantity of water. 
When it is about milk-warm, work in two quarts of rye meal, half a pint of lively yeast, 
mixed with a pint of warm water ; add more warm water if needed. Work the mixture well with 
your hands : it should be stiff, but not firm as flour dough. Have ready a large, deep, well- 
buttered pan ; put in the dough, and smooth the top by putting your hand in warm water, and 
then patting down the loaf. Set this to rise in a warm place in the winter ; in the summer 
it should not be put by the fire. When it begins to crack on the top, which w’ill usually be in 
about an hour or an hour and a half, put it into a well-heated oven, and bake it three or four 
hours. It is better to let it stand in the oven all night, unless the weather is warm. Indian 
meal requires to be well cooked. The loaf will weigh between seven and eight pounds. 

There is another mode which many persons think preferable. Scald a quart of rye and another 
of Indian meal, with a small quantity of boiling water. Boil a tea-spoontul of salt in a pint and 
a half of milk, mix the rye and Indian meal together, and pour the milk over them — add half 
a pint of fresh yeast ; but not before the meal is cooling. The mixture must be well kneaded 
and placed in a deep pan by the fire to rise. When it has risen sufficiently, take it out of 
the pan, make it into any shape you like, and put it into an oven well heated. If the fire is 
too brisk, the crust will brown and the inside remain heavy. 

It should bake from two to three hours. 

7b make excellent Bread ^oit]mlt Yeast. — Scald about two handfuls of Indian meal, into 
which put a little salt, and as much cold water as will make it rather warmer than new milk ; 
then stir in wheat flour, till it is as thick as a family pudding, and set it down by the fire to 
rise. In about half an hour it generally grows thin ; you may sprinkle a little fresh flour on 
the top, and mind to turn the pot round, that it may not bake to the side of it. In three or 
four hours, if you mind the above directions, it will rise and ferment as if you had set it with 
hop yeast; when it does, make it up in soft dough, flour a pan, put in your bread, set it before 
the fire, covered up, turn it round to make it equally warm, and in about half an hour it will 
be light enough to bake. It suits best to bake it in a Dutch oven, as it should be put into 
the oven as soon as it it light. 

Hasty Pudding.— BoW water, a quart, three pints, or two quarts, according to the size of 
your family ; sift your meal, stir five or six spoonfuls of it thoroughly into a bowl of water ; 
when the water in the kettle boils, pour into it the contents of the bowl ; stir up well, and let it 
boil up thick ; put in salt to suit your own taste, then stand over the kettle and sprinkle in meal, 
handful after handful, stirring it very thoroughly all the time, and letting it boil between whiles. 
When it is so thick that you stir it with difficulty, it is about right. It takes about half an 
hour’s cooking. Eat it with milk or molasses. Either Indian meal or rye meal may be used. 
If the system is in a restricted state, nothing can be better than rye hasty pudding and West 
India molasses. This diet would save many a one the horrors of dyspepsia. 

The Canadian Voyageurs employed by the North West and Hudson Bay Companies, who 
are exposed to the severest labour without cessation, rising at 5 o’clock, a.m., and working till 
sunset; if on the water, continually paddling; and at the portage carrying the packs on 
their shoulders weighing 200 lbs. ; these men are- fed entirely on Indian corn. Each man 
receives, per diem, one quart of Indian corn, husked (that is the outer skin taken off), and one 
ounce of fat or grease ; this is boiled in water, and the grease or fat with it, and when cooked 
produces one quart and a half, and no man can eat mom in a day. They live on tliis food 
for six weeks together without any change, and gi’ow fat on it. The Canadian peasantry 
are well fed in their own homes, yet they enter with alacrity into this service and this manner 
of living. Taking adults and children, the cost of living for fifty persons is estimated at 
4s. 6rf. sterling, per diem ; calculating the Indian corn at 3s. stei'ling per bushel of forty 
quarts, and forty ounces ol grease or fat, at Is. fid., say for forty men, or fifty adults and 
children. 

Dr. Bartlett, the able Editor of the iVem ThrA AZ&ion, who has published an admirable 
pamphlet on this subject, makes the calculation somewhat less, but of course on the prices in 
the United States : — 

“ I carefully weighed out one pound of the meal, and gave it to a person who understood 
the mode of cooking it. In the course of boiling it absorbed about five pints of water, which 
was added at intervals until the process was complete. The bulk was again weighed, and 
gave as the result four pounds and a half. Such are the powers of expansion possessed by this 
grain. ^ On dividing the mass into portions, it was found to fill four soup plates of the ordi- 
nary size, and with the addition of a little milk and sugai’, gave a plentiful breakfast to four 
servants and children. 

According to this experiment, one pound of maize flour, which cost one penny, would give a 
breakfast to four persons, at one farthing each, and if we add to this another farthing for milk, 
sugar, or butter, the breakfast would cost one hal^enny each, and would be an ample meal 
for females and children. 
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It is found from daily expsrience in all the rural districts of Amsrica, that pei-sons, instead 
of becoming tired of this food, become more attached to it. 

Be careful to observe that Indian corn in all its prenavations requires thorough cooking. 

If not sufficiently boiled or baked, it loses its flavour and becomes indigestible. 

Tile following receipes are extracted from Dr. Bartlett’s admirable pamphlet : — 

Griddle Cakes. — Use milk altogether, and no water. Two eggs yellow and white to be 
allowed for a pint of corn meal, tlie milk to be a little warmed, and the whole to he well 
beaten up with a spoon. There must be milk enough used to make the whole so liquid that 
it will pour out of the saucepan on the griddle, one spoonful of wheat flour and lard (pure 
butter is better) the size of a walnut. 

The griddle is a flat round iron concern, standing on three legs, and of any size; it must be 
made not very hot, as it would then burn the cakes, and it must be well cleaned and greased 
while warm, that it may be perfectly smooth, so that the cakes may be easily turned, that they 
may be done brown (not burnt) on both sides ; to promote their turning easily is the object of 
adding the wheaten flour. The dough, or rather the batter, must be well beat up, and prepared 
directly before being cooked, though it might set an hour, but it would not bear to be mixed 
over night. The cakes are usually poured on until they spread on the griddle to the size of 
the bottom of a breakfast plate. 

Egg Pone. — Three eggs to a quart of meal, no wheat flour, to be made also with milk, as 
water would make it heavy, a spoonful of butter, all well beaten together, and made up of a 
consistence thicker than the cakes, too thick to pour out, but just thick enough to require to be 
taken up with a spoon — may be baked like cakes, immediately after being mixed, must be 
baked in a tin pan, which must be placed in a Dutch oven, not too hot at firet, biit the fire 
under it to be increased. The object is to have it begin to bake at the bottom, when it will 
rise in the process of baking, become brown on the top, and, when put on the table and cut, 
resemble what we call pound cake. Salt, of course, add as usual to your taste in both cases. 

Indian Meal Breakfast Cakes. — Pour boiling water into a quart of corn meal ; stir it undl * 
it is w'et ; then add two well-beaten eggs, and milk enough to make it a thick batter ; measure 
a small tea-spoonful of dry saleratus,* and dissolve it into some warm wafer, and put it into the 
batter with a small quantity of salt ; butter square tin pans, fill them two-thirds full, and bake 
in a quick oven ; when done cut it in squares, and serve hot. 

Indian Muffins. — Pour boiling water into a quart of corn meal, stir it well, let it be a thick 
batter; when it is cooled a little add to it a table-spoonful of yeast, two eggs well beaten, and 
a tea-spoonful of salt ; set in a warm place to rise for two hours ; then butter square tin pans, 
two-thirds fill them, and bake in a quick oven ; when done serve hot or cut in squares, or 
bake as wheat muffins. 

Johnny Cake — s prepared from the corn meal scalded, and the dough rolled or pressed out 
to half an inch in thickness, is cooked one side at a time in front of the fire, after being put on 
a board, sheet of tin, or plate, or any other material of suitable shape. 

Ash Cake — Is prepared from the Indian meal dough made as above, and is cooked as 
follows : — Make a bed by scraping away the ashes on all sides, roll the dough, after being 
made into form, between two cabbage leaves, place it in the bed, and cover up with the pre- 
viously removed ashes and embers. A little practice will determine the length ol time requisite 
for cooking. The process resembles that of roasting potatoes. 

Com Cup Cake. — Take two cups of corn meal and one of wheat flour, or in that proportion, 
make them into a thin batter with milk and eggs, and cook them on a griddle. 

Hoe Cake — Is prepared bv wetting up corn meal with boiling water, is made into a cake, 
and cooked in front of the fire on a board or plate. This resembles the Johnny Cake. 

Baked Indian Pudding. — One quart of milk boiled, stir in seven spoonfuls of meal while it 
is boiling hot, mix it quite thin, when it is moderately warm add molasses, a little ginger and 
salt, four eggs, a lump of butter the size of an egg. 

Boiled Indian Pudding. — One tea-cup of molasses, one piece of suet the size of two eggs, 
chopped fine, three spoonfuls of meal, scald the meal with boiling water or milk, mix it quite 
thin, when it is nearly cold add four egg^ well beaten. It requires three hours’ boiling in a 
strong cloth. 

Indian Gruel.— To one quart of boiling water, stir in two table-spoonfuls of Indian meal, 
mixed with a little cold water, boil 15 or 20 minutes, add a little salt. 

Tlie Mexican mode of using the Indian corn differs from all the foregoing. 

The whole corn is soaked in water until it becomt'S soft. A small quantity is then placed on 
a fiat stone, on which it is crushed into an uniform smooth paste by a roller, also of stone, 
somewhat of the shape and size of a common paste roller. Succesave portions are added, and 
the paste, as it accumulates, removed into a dish, until a sufficient quantity is thus prepared ; 
after which it is made into cakes of the thickness of pancakes, called “ Tortillas. These are 
baked quick on a hot hearth, or on an iron plate, and usually eaten as hot as possible ; but are 
also kept till cold, and then re-baked in the same manner, when they become as crisp as thin 
biscuits. No other kind of broad is used iu the country districts, or by the majority of the 
inhabitants of even the large towns ; and many of the wealthier classes prefer it to the best 
wheaten bread. The muleteers, who are always on the road, are considered to prepare these 
cakes better than other people, and they make them of the thickness of a London crumpet, but 
they then require a longer time, and a stronger heat to bake them properly. These are called 
Tortillas gordas. . . . . 

There will be found some repetition in the preceding pages, as the selections are made trom 
various sources, some original and some printed, and they are frequently different manners of 
arranging the same thing. ^ ^ 



See pageSS. 
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I have always understood that the Indian corn grown in the noithern states of America is 
best adapted to the uses of cattle, and that grown in the south the most delicate and the best 
for human food. I believe it requires a dry temperature, and at least one moutli of a hot sun. 
It grows in all the south of Europe, and is the principal food of the inhabitants of Portugal, a 
great part of Spain, and of Italy. The Indian corn bread is there eaten without any mixture 
of wheat, and not usually of any other grain, It is sweet and agreeable to the taste, and those 
who are accustomed to its use become e.xceedingly fond of it. It is also used in the south of 
Prance. 

To those who are unaccustomed to the use of Indian corn bread, I think the thin cake baked 
or toasted over or near the fire is more palatable than the bread in the form of a loaf; tlie 
material is tile same, but in the form of a thin flat cake it is lighter j but a little habit soon 
leads you to prefer the bread in the usual form. 

In conclusion, it will be found on trial that everything which can be made with wheaten flour 
may be made with Indian corn meal, and that the latter is more wholesome and more nutritious. 



No. 3 (o). 

Instructions to Committees of Relief Districts. 

From Minutes of Proceedings of the Relief Commission appointed on tlie IStli November, 

1845, for carrying into etfect measures to relieve the Distress in Ireland, consequent on 

losses of the Potato Crop of 1845. 

The Kelief Commission having had under their consideration the necessity of establishing 
Local Committees, properly organized in the several districts where destitu'lion is likely to 
prevail, through whose superintendence the approach and progress of distress in such localities 
may he watched, and the means of relief administered according to the instructions of 
Government, 

It is Resolved, — 

I. That lieutenants of counties be requested to form Committees for conveniently-sized 
relief districts, in those cases where it shall be established, on good and sufficient grounds, that 
very considerable loss of the potato crop has been sustained, and that extreme distress is near 
at liand. That these Committees be comprised of the following classes : — 

Lieutenant or Deputy-lieutenant of the county. 

Magistrates of petty sessions. 

Officer of Board of Works, 

Clcrgj’raen of all persuasions. 

Chairman of Poor Law Union of the locality, 

Poor Law Guardians of electoral district or districts. 

Coast Guard Officer, where available. 

Resident magistrate. 

And such other active and intelligent gentlemen as the lieutenant may select. 

IT. That each Committee should hold regular periodical meedngs at a place or places to be 
fixed by them, where all Committee business should be transacted; and that regular minutes 
should be kept of their proceedings in a book to be supplied to them from this Commission, 
and that three members should be a quorum. ’ 

III. That such Committee should make themselves acquainted with the provisions of the 

Act 1 Vic., c. 21, and the Amendment Act passed in the present year, 9 Vic., c. 1, which are 
intended to afford a summary method of affording relief by means of public works ; observing 
that it is desirable, in order to facilitate their operation within the district, that all memorials 
from special sessions held under these Acts should be accompanied by proper plans, sections 
and estimates, of the works proposed to be constructed. ’ 

IV. That a most important duty of the Committee will be to promote, by eveiy means in 
their power, the most pmfitable and most natural sources of employment in their district, by 
stimulating private enterprise; by urging the improvement and drainage of farms and estates 
and by promulgating a knowledge of the facilities afforded by the Legislature for these objects’ 
to meet the present emergency. 

To supply the Committee with the necessary information, copies of the following documents 
will be forwarded to them : — “ 

Address to Laud Proprietors, from the Roval Agricultural Society. 

Act 1 Vic., c. 21, and 9 Vic., c. 1, tbr facilitating Public Works. 

Estate Drainage Act. 

Amendments of Drainage Act. 

Amendment of Board of Works Act, enabling proprietors to borrow money for 
improvements. 

Extraortlinary Sessions Presentment -4ct, 9 Vic., c. 2. 

Fishery Piers Act. 

V. That it is evident, and is also iu strict accordance with the views and instructions of the 
Government, that the land-holders and other rate-payers are tlie parties both let^ally and 
morally answerable for affording due relief to the destitute poor, and that the same parties are, 
from their local influence, and their knowledge of the situation and wants of the people in their 
neighbourhood, best able to furnish such relief without waste or misdirection of t^he means 
employed. 
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That the measures to be adopted by the officers of Government are to be considered merely 
as auxiliary to those which it is the duty of the persons possessed of property in each neigh- 
bourhood to adopt. 

That the Local Committee should, therefore, put themselves in communication with such 
persons^ and should solicit subscriptions fi-om fhenr proportioned to their means, and to the 
extent of distress in the locality to which they belong. 

That where notwithstanding such subscriptions some assistance is likely to be required from 
the Government, a list of the sums subscribed, together witli a list of the landlords who do not 
contiibute, should be confidentially brought under the notice of the Lord Lieutenant, who, 
after due consideration of the case, will determine on the sum to be contributed from the funds 
at his disposal in aid of the local subscription. 

But those landlords are not to be considered in the list of persons refusing to contribute, 
who, by farm drainage, by other works of a more general nature on their estates, or by resi- 
dence and employment, enable their tenants to meet the present emergency without an appeal 
to the public assistance ; but no such expenditure, nor any other sum not actually placed under 
the control of the Committee, can bo regarded as part of a subscription. 

The Government will be prepared to supply to the Local Committee, at a moderate price, 
such reasonable quantity of Indian meal and oatmeal, as the Committee may propose to 
purchase for distribution, either in lieu of money wages, to destitute persons employed bv them, 
or for sale at one uniform price, at or under first cost, with a view of euabliog the poorer 
classes to obtain a sufficiency of food with the wages ordinarily earned. 

VI. That some instances may occur in which the necessary supply of food cannot be obtained 
by funds derived from the proprietors or voluntary associations of t he district. 

In such instances stations will be established in the distressed localities for the sale of food. 
Such sale will be conducted by the Commissary-General, through the agency of the Commis- 
sariat, of the Coast Guard, or of the Constabulary, with the co-operation of the Local Com- 
mittee of the district. 

VII. That in cases wherein any assistance is afforded by Government, either in aid of local 
subscriptions, or otherwise, the following rules are to be invariably observed in the adnunistra- 
tion of relief; — 

1st. A task of work shall be required from every person capable of giving it who applies for 
relief. 

2nd. The payments for the work performed shall be made in food, and shall in every case 
be limited to such a quantity of food as will be sufficient to support the workman and tire help- 
less persons of his family. 

3rd. If in any ease it be impracticable to pay in food, the payments in money shall be 
limited to what is absolutely necessary for the above purpose. 

dth. Gratuitous relief shall be afforded only to those persons who are entirely incapable of 
giving a day’s work, and who have no able-bodied relative on whom they are dependent, and in 
these cases only in wliich their reception in the workhouse of the Union is, from want of room, 
impracticable. 

5th. The works in which destitute persons are to be employed by the Local Committee 
shall be in prosecution of some public improvement, approved of by this Commission, within 
or adjacent to the distressed locality, and shall be such as will be capable of being brouglit at 
once to a close when the circumstances of the people are improved. Small repairs in town 
streets and lanes ; cleansing of those localities, and sewers connected with them; and cleansing 
as well as whitewashing houses occupied by poor persons, are also works of utility, and deserv- 
ing attention. As further means of employment, the breaking of stones for sale may he found 
available ; and females may be employed in tasks of kuitting, spinning, straw-plaiting, mat- 
making, also in washing and repairing clothes for poor persons, or in such other in-door works 
of utility as the Committee may find suitable. 

VIII. That the Committee should obtain townland lists, with minute reports of the circum- 
stances of each family from whom application for relief may be made; that at their meetings 
certificates or tickets should be given to such only as are ascertained to be without means of 
providing food for their families ; that such certificates or tickets be the authority to the Super- 
intendent of the Public Works for receiving the persons to whom they are granted ; and that a 
register of all certificates or tickets granted by the Committee be preserved in a book to be 
supplied for that purpose by this Commission. 

Under no circumstances should the work tickets be distributed to the persons in need of 
employment otherwise than at meetings of the Committee. 

dilie tickets may not in any case be distributed by individual members of the Committee. 

It is also particularly to be observed that the tickets should not be distributed to any persons 
but those with respect to whom the Committee shall have made inquiry, aud ascertained that 
they have no other resource than employment oh public works. 

At all times caution should be used in distributing the tickets only to as many persons as 
can be usefully employed on works in progress or to be immediately commenced. 

IX. That the secretary, or person officiating as such, of the Committee should take charge 
of the books, correspondence, and other documents, and may be paid for his sendees by the 
Committee. 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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No. 3 (h). 

Instructions to Committees of Relief Districts in Towns. 

Extracted from Minutes of the Proceedings of tlie Commissioners appointed in reference to 
the apprmencled Scarcitj'. 

The Commission liating had under their consideration the necessity of establishing Local 
Committees, properly organized in towns where destitution is liltely to prevail, through whose 
superintendence the approach and progress of distress in such localities may be watched, and 
the means of relief administei-ed according to the instructions of Government, 

It is Resolved, — 

I. That the mayor, or where there is no mayor and aldermen, the chairman of the Town 
Commissioners of any town in which it shall he established on good and sufficient grounds that 
extreme distress is near at hand in consequence of the failure in the potato crop, be requested to 
convene a meeting composed of the following classes : — 

Mayor and aldermen. 

The Town Commissioners (in towns where there is no mayor and aHermeu), 
Clergymen of all persuasions. 

Chairman of any Poor Law Union which may include any part of the town. 

Poor Law Guardians of electoral district or districts, 

Magistrates of Petty Sessions. 

That this meeting should select from amongst themselves not more than 20 members, who, 
with the resident magistrate (if any), the Coast Guard officer (where available), and an officer 
of the Board of Works, should form the Local Relief Committee. 

II. That each Committee should hold regular periodical meetings at a place or places to be 
fixed by them, where all Committee business should be transacted ; and that regular minutes 
should be kept of their proceedings in a book to be supplied to them from this Commission, 
and that three members should be a quorum. 

III. That it is evident, and is also in sti'ict accordance with the views and instructions of the 
Government, that the owners of property and other rate-payers are the parties both legally 
and morally answerable for affording due relief to the destitute poor, and that the same parties 
are, from their local influence, and their knowledge of the situation and wants of the people in 
their neighbourhood, best able to furnish such relief without waste or misdirection of the means 
employed. 

That the measures to be adopted by the officers of Government are to be considered merely 
as auxiliary to those which it is the duty of the persons possessed of property in each neigh- 
bourhood to adopt. 

That the Local Committee should, therefore, put themselves in communication with such 
persons, and should solicit subscriptions from them proportioned to their means, and to the extent 
of distress in the locality to which they belong. 

That where notwithstanding such subscriptions some assistance is likely to be required from 
the Government, a list of the sums subscribed, together with a list of individuals from whom 
subscriptions might have been expected, should be confidentially brought under the notice of the 
Lord Lieutenant, who, after due consideration of the case, will determine on the sum to be con- 
tributed from the funds at his disposal in aid of the local subscriptions. 

In cases where there may arise a scarcity of food within a district, or the price of food may 
have been artificially rai-ed, the Government will be prepared to transmit to the Local Com- 
mittee, at cost price, including the expense of carriage, a quantify of food corresponding to the 
amount of the subscriptions paid in for that puqjose, and to place that food in the hands of the 
Local Committee for distribution, on their own responsibility, at cost price, or as wages of 
labour to destitute persons employed on local works, or when absolute destitution is united 
with inability to labour, in gratuitous donations. 

IV. That in cases wherein any assistance is afforded by Government, either in aid of local 
subscriptions, or otherwise, the following rules are to be invariably observed in the administration 
of relief : — 

1st. A task of work shall be required from every person capable of giving it, who applies for 
relief. 

2nd. ITie payments for the work performed shall be made in food, and shall in every case be 
limited to such a quantity of food as will be sufficient to support the workman and the helpless 
persons of his family. 

3rd. If in any case it be impracticable to pay in food, the payments in money shall be limited 
to what is absolutely necessary for the above purpose. 

4th. Gratuitous relief shall be afforded only to those persons who are entirely incapable of 
goring a day’s work, and who have no able-bodied relative on whom they are dependent, and in 
theji? cases only in which their reception in the workhouse of the Union to which they belong is, 
from want of room, impracricable ; and, lastly, 

5th- The works in which destitute persons are employed, shall be in prosecution of some 
public improvement, approved of by this Commission, within or adjacent to the distressed 
locality, and shall be such as will be capable of being brought at once to a close when the cir- 
cumstances of the people are improved. 

V. That the Committee should be prepared with plans or suggesrions of small useful works 
of public improvenant, for the employment of the destitute poor, in all cases where relief is given 
to the able-bodied. 

VI. That the Committee should divide the town into districts, and should obtain minute re- 
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ports of the circumstances of each family {rotn whom application for relief may be made ; that 
at their meetings, certificates or tickets should be given to such only as are ascertained to be 
without means of providing food for their families ; that such certificates or tickets be the au- 
thority to the Superintendent of the Public Works for receiving the persons to whom they are 
granted ; and that a register of all certificates or tickets granted by the Committee be preserved 
in a book to he supplied for that purpose by this Commission. 

VII. That the secretary, or person officiating as suclx, of the Committee, should take charge 
of the books, and other documents, and should conduct the correspondence with this Com- 
mission. 

VIII. That towns in which there is no mayor and aldermen, nor town commissioners, be 
considered as coming under the class of county relief districts. 

J. P. Kennedy, 

Castle, Dublin, \Ath March, 1846. Secretary. 



List of CoAST-Gu.yRD Stations in Ireland that have been supplied with Indian Corn 
Meal for Sale to the distressed Population. 



Waterford District. 
Bonmahon 
Islands of Kane 
Dunmore East 
Arthurstown 
Fethard 

Cove District. 

Eastferry 
Ballycroneen 
Poor Head 
Light House 
Crosshaven 
Robert’s Cove 
Ringabella 

Kinsale District. 
Courtmasherry 
Upper Cove 
Old Head 
Oyster Haven 
Dunny Cove 

Skibbereen District. 

Castle Townsend 
Milk Cove 

Glandore (Union Hall) 

Baltimore 

Crookbaven 

Whitehouse District. 
Dunraanus 
Bantry 

Castledoum District. 
Berehaven 
Colaris 

KnigMstoicn District. 
Valenfia (sttpplying Portmagee) 
Knightstown 
Ballmskeily 
KeUs 

West Cove District. 

West Cove 
Waterville 



Galway District. 
Ballyvaughan 
Kilcorgan 
An'an Islands 
Recorder’s Quay (Fairhill) 
Lettermore 
Kilkearne 
Barna 
Spiddle 

CUfden District. 
Roimdstone 
Tiilly 
Ballinakil 
Claggan 
Killeries 
Ciifden 
Btindorra 

Keel Disti'ict. 

Keel (Achill Island) 

Clare Island 
Dugurth 
Bullsmouth 
Achilbeg 

Newport District. 
Newport (Mayo) 
Innisturk 
Burrispool 
Boffin 
Rosstrunk 



Belmullet District. 
Belmullet 
Tulloughan 
Uulough 
Bally^ass 



Dunkeehan District. 
Dunkeehan 

Pullundiva District. 
Pullexidiva 
Pullocheney 
Inniscrone 
Portovad 



Dingle Distrid:. 

Dingle 

Seale District. 
Beale and Ballybunion 
Kilrush District. 
Kilrush 

Seafield District. 
Dunbeg 
Liscanon 



Port Rushive District. 
Killibegs 

Lochrvs District. 
Loohrus 
Port Hoo 

Sligo Distrid. 

Rachley 

Rutland Distrid. 
Rutland. 
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<5. Constabulary Office, Xhtblin Castle, May 27, 1S46. 

Instructions for the guidance of the Constabulary having tlie charge of, or enga^d in the sale 

or distribution of Oaten and Indian Corn Meal, issued by authority of His Excellency 

the Lord Lieutenant. 

1. In cases where the Commissary-General requires the assistance of the constabulary in 
the coiiyeyanee of supplies for Relief Committees, or to depdts, county inspectors will appoint 
a constable to take charge of such supplies, with the usual escort, to the place of consignment. 

2. In places where there are no Relief Committees, the custody of, and accountability for 
the stores (which will be confined to Oaten and Indian Corn Meal), will remain wiUi the 
constabulary. The county inspector is therefore authorized to appoint a constable for this 
dutv, who will retail the meal in small quantities, and at low prices, viz. : 

Oatmeal .... 151 . per ton. 

Indian Corn Meal . . lOZ. ,, 

The constable so employed will be entitled to 2s. 6rf. per diem, from the Commissariat 
Department, in addition to his constabulary pay. 

3. If ab.solutely necessary, a room may be selected in the immediate neighbouhood of the 
barrack, for the custody of the meal, for which a moderate rent will be allowed by the Com- 
missariat Department. 

4. Iso sale is on any account to be made to dealers or retailers. 

5. A lumi of account, with printed instructions, will be sent to the constable, to enable him 
to account for the siorcs in his charge, and to note down the proceeds of the sale. 

6. Commissariat officers will be sent fro«u time to time, to collect the sums last referred 
to ; but ns their visits can only be periodical, the money should be lodged, at least once 
a-wcek, with the sub-inspector of the district. 

7. If it sliould be necessary to distribute the meal in payment for labour, under the directions 
of a Relief Coinmitlee, the constable will still retain the custody and accountability, and enter 
the issues and receipts in the printed account. 

D. McGregor, Inspector- General. 



List of Constabulary Depots in Ireland for die sale of Indian Corn Meal. 



Dublin District. 
Tullamore 



Sligo District. 
Tobercurry 
Mullaghroe 



Luneridi District. 
Clare Castle 
Kilrush 
Couryclare 
Doubeg 
Kiliiard 
Killaloe 
Fort Dunnaglia 

Waterford District. 
Carrick-on-Suir 
Dunganan 

Sligo District. 
Midpoint 
Ballymote 
Baliysadare 
Ballina 
Killala 

Ballaghadereen 



Westport District. 
Ballinrobe 
Castlebar 

Longford District. 
Castlerea 

Carrick-on-Shannon 

Roscommon 

Strokestown 

Dundalk District. 
Armagh 
Monaghan 

Athy District. 
Castle Dermott 
Castle Comer 
MountmelHck 
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A Statement of Sums issued, by order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, as Donations 
in Aid of Subscription raised by Relief Committees for the Purchase of Food in Ireland. 



Date. 


Relief Committee. 








Donations. 


Subscriptions. 


1846. 










£. 


s. 


d. 






Mfivch 


25 


Lismore .... 








■75 


0 


0 






„ 




Limerick .... 








400 


0 


0 






April 


4 


Woodford .... 








60 


0 


0 






„ 




Loughrea . . . 










0 


0 






April 




KilSimanlea 








100 


0 


0 






8 


Ennis .... 








200 


0 


0 


417 11 




April 


11 


Clare , . . . • 








60 


0 


0 


71 7 




„ 




Ijoughrea Union . 








350 


0 


0 


820 0 


0 


„ 




Bruff .... 








150 


0 


0 






„ 




Crusheen .... 








85 


0 


0 






„ 




Newmarket 








90 


0 


0 


127 0 




„ 




Bunrattv .... 








40 


0 


0 






„ 




Six Mile Bridge . 








50 


0 


0 


70 0 




„ 




Quinn .... 








85 


0 


0 


120 0 


0 


„ 




Doonas .... 








250 


0 


0 






„ 




Mitcbelstown 








300 




0 


402 0 




„ 




Graig .... 








150 


0 


0 






April 


14 


Carrick-on-Suir . 








200 




0 


114 0 


0 


„ 




Killamey .... 








300 


0 


0 


650 0 


0 






Templemore 








100 


0 


0 






„ 




Broadford District 








125 


0 


0 


235 10 




„ 




City of Limerick . 








500 


0 


0 










Feakle .... 








40 


0 


0 


88 0 








Castlelyons 






3 


20 


0 


0 


49 0 


0 


„ 




Clonmel .... 








500 


0 


0 


500 0 








Agbada .... 








40 


0 


0 


79 0 




April 


18 


Temple Kelly 








30 


0 


0 


53 0 


0 


„ 




Kilworth Kilcrainfort, Cork . 








200 


0 


0 


264 7 




„ 




Tulla .... 








100 


0 


0 


135 8 








Clanmorris Irraghtiamon, Kerry 








500 


0 


0 


803 0 




„ 




Monegal, Barony of Clonlish . 








30 


0 


0 


53 0 




April 




Arran Islands, Barony of Arran 








1 


10 


0 






22 


Feakie .... 








15 


0 


0 


17 10 


0 


„ 




Cappawhite 








60 




0 


90 10 




„ 




Cove .... 








30 


0 


0 






„ 




Caherconlish 












0 






April 


23 


West Musketry . 








200 


0 


0 


347 4 




April 


24 


Tipperary .... 








200 


0 


0 


481 1 




„ 




Portumna .... 








60 


0 


0 


100 0 




„ 




O’Brien’s Bridge 








50 


0 


0 


52 0 








Killaloe .... 








200 




0 


284 0 








Mallow .... 








250 


0 


0 


314 6 


0 


„ 




Bailycowan 








75 


0 


0 


112 0 




„ 




Cove .... 








50 


0 


0 


86 0 




April 




Kildorrery .... 








150 


0 


0 






25 


Tessargh and Taughboy 








15 


0 


0 


17 15 


6 






Cabir .... 








240 


0 


0 


324 16 




» 




Cullen and Lottogher . . 








150 


0 


0 


224 18 


0 


April 




Bailymackey . . . 








50 


0 


0 


73 13 




28 


Carricibeg, Waterford . 








65 


0 


0 


160 0 




,1 




Nenagh .... 








120 


0 


0 






„ 




Skibbereen 








120 


0 


0 










Tipperary .... 








200 


0 


0 


505 19 


6 






Cashel .... 








300 


0 


0 






„ 




Waterford .... 








750 


0 


0 






April 


29 


Cork .... 








1530 


0 


0 






April 


30 


Newcastle .... 








150 


0 


0 










Murroe .... 








160 


0 


0 






„ 




Ahuda .... 








18 


0 


0 










Templederry and Lattera 








60 


0 


0 






,, 




Emly .... 








85 


0 


0 










Doon Parish 








130 


0 


0 






„ 




Ballynetty .... 








200 


0 


0 






„ 




Kilmastulla and Temple Kelly 








35 


0 


0 






May 


2 


Fermoy .... 








600 


0 


0 


787 8 


4 






Corcomroe .... 








200 


0 


0 


305 8 10 


„ 




Clonrush .... 








65 


0 


0 


96 4 


0 






Cashel .... 








75 


0 


0 


104 0 




,y 




Gowran .... 








150 


0 


0 


261 0 




» 




Thurles, County Tipperary 








400 


0 


0 


571 1 


0 


jt 




i Parishes of Glenworth.and Deryyolane 








0 








t. 




Freshford, Kilkenny 








70 


0 


0 


101 0 


0 






Kilkenny .... 


• 






400 


0 


0 


609 11 


0 



2 I 
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A Statement of Sums issued, &c. — continued. 



Relief Comroittee. 



£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


100 


0 


0 


144 


0 


0 


170 


0 


0 


243 


8 


6 


2;-)0 


0 


0 


389 


2 


0 


350 


0 


0 


508 


10 


0 


140 


0 


0 


166 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


284 10 


0 


170 


0 


0 


254 


12 


0 


100 


0 


0 


166 


6 


6 


300 


0 


0 


434 


7 


6 


200 


0 


0 


611 


6 


0 


ISO 


0 


0 


261 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


271 


0 


0 


130 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


250 


0 


0 


359 


7 


2 


70 


0 


0 


104 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


341 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


410 


0 


0 


626 


0 


0 


320 


0 


0 , 


4S0 


0 


0 


55 


0 


0 


78 


12 


0 


120 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


231 


12 


6 


350 


0 


0 


521 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


265 


15 


0 


.350 


0 


0 


536 


3 


6 


250 


0 


0 


3S6 


8 


6 


ISO 


0 


0 


266 


0 


0 


120 


0 


0 


186 


17 


0 


100 


0 


0 


404 


5 


6 


40 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


223 


5 


6 


80 


0 


0 


123 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


8 


1 


0 


750 


0 


0 


1000 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


133 


10 


0 


50 


0 


0 


70 


11 


6 


110 


0 


0 


159 


0 


0 


240 


0 


0 


349 


12 


6 


100 


0 


0 


128 


0 


0 


140 


0 


0 


207 


8 


6 


70 


0 


0 


90 


7 


6 


23 


0 


0 


38 


2 


0 


110 


0 


0 


293 13 


0 


110 


0 


0 


171 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


100 


10 


0 


30 


0 


0 


43 


2 


6 


60 


0 


0 


84 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


72 


10 


0 


300 


0 


0 


441 


8 


6 


10 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


240 


0 


0 


368 


2 


4 


140 


0 


0 


206 


13 


6 


150 


0 


0 


238 


18 


0 


90 


0 


0 


136 


12 


0 


40 


0 


0 


59 


0 


0 


25 


0 


0 


40 


10 


0 


120 


0 


0 


183 


0 


6 


140 


0 


0 


198 


15 


0 


400 . 


0 


0 


565 


16 


6 


300 


0 


0 


431 


5 


6 


240 


0 


0 


329 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


148 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


117 


7 


6 


120 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


220 


0 


0 


322 


4 


0 


180 


0 


0 


259 


14 


0 


170 


0 


0 


250 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


240 


0 


0 


75 


0 


0 


85 


18 


6 


100 


0 


0 


136 


2 


6 


60 


0 


0 


89 


12 


6 


100 


0 


0 


147 


2 


6 


200 


0 


0 


265 


11 


0 


95 


0 


0 


140 


0 


0 



1846. 
ilay 5 

May 6 

May 8 

May 9 

May 11 

May 13 



May 15 



May 16 



May 19 



May 21 
May 22 



May 25 



May 28 . 



Patrick's Well 
Kanturk, County Cork . 

Barony oflkerin, County Tipperary 
Town of Galway 

; Parish of Inch, County Tipperary 
Barony of Kenry 
Barony of Moliill 
BInckrock and Ballintample 
Clogheen District 
Ennis District 
Kilshanny District 
Kilnisk District . 

Inniscaltra Parish 
Tethard . , . ^ , 

Ballinamoiia, Barony of Barrets 
Crooni District . 

Carrickbeg District 
Wexford Electoral District 
Tallow District, County "Waterford 
West Passage, County Cork . 
Touraavara, Barony of Ormond 
Tullarowan 
Corkaguieney, Kerry 
Rathcormac, Cork 
Middleton aud Ballypillane 
Cloonakil'y 

Gaultee and Middlethird 
Immogeely and Ballyoughteragh 
C.wick-on-Suir . T 
Myross District, West Carberry 
Kilreedy, Major Parish 
Killaldriff Barony 
Lettermore Island 
Waterford . 

Indiigeela Parish 
Lorra and Dorra Parishes 
Castleconnel 
Dungar\-an . 

Bansha, County Tipperary 
Churchtown, County Cork 
South Division, Barony of Leitri 
Kilkee, County Clare . 

Tulla, County Clare 
Ballraget, County Kilkenny 
Killorglin, County Kerry 
Templederry, County Tipperary 
Belmullet, County Mayo 
Timmoleague, County Cork 
Doneraile, County Cork 
Lettermore, County Galway 
Kilfinane, County Lainerick 
Corrofin, County Clare 
Callan, County Kilkenny 
Crusheen, County Clare 
Imogeek, County Cork . 
Xewmarket-on-Fergus, Clare 
Johns Town, IGlkenny . 

Durrnw, Queen’s County 
Youghai, Cork . 

Conna, Barony ofKinnatalom, Cork 
Castlelyons, Cork 
Crossakiel, Meath 
Toomgraoy and Kilnoe, Clare 
Gorey, Wexford . 

Kinsale, Cork 
Tuam, Galway . 

Ardfinan, Tipperary 
Porilaw, Waterford 
Taghmon, Wexford 
Kifrosenty and Fews, Waterford 
Scariff, Clare 

Clonlea and Killunan, Clare 
Borrisoleigh, Tipperary 
Shrowellaton and Glantam, Tipperary 
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A Statement of Sums issued, &c. — continued. 



Hate. 



Relief Committee. 



1846. 
Miiy 28 



June 1 • 



June 2 
June 3 



ClonouUy and ClojrheT, Tipperary 
Ballycahane, Limerick . 

Castletown Arra, Limerick 
Kilmichael, West Muskerry, Cork 
Moninnny, Cork 
Buttevaiit, Cork 
Rathfarnliam, Dublin . 

Coolavin, Sligo . . 

Ballyonskel, Kilkenny . 
Kilmacdunne, Clare 
Kilmichael, Clare . 

Ballvgarrv, Limerick . 

Iveyane, Queen’s County 
Killeroran, Galway . . 

Kilrusli, Clare 
Liscarrol, Cork . 

Killeagh, Cork 

Terryglass, Tipperary’ . . 

Barony of Ballintober, Roscommon 
Kilmore, Tipperary 
, Spiddal, Galway . 

Newpalles, Limerick 
Banmalcra, &c., Waterford 
Ballyadams, Queen’s County • 
Kilmeedy, Limerick 
Athasel, &c., Tipperary 
Kildisart, Clare . 

Kii6ddane, Clare 
Newport, Tipperary 
Donoughmore, Cork 
Tralee, Kerry 
Moyglass, Wexford 
Castletown, Limerick . 

Bruree, Limerick 
Kilworth and Macroney, Cork 
City of Limerick . 

Dungarvan and Kilrush, Waterford 
Ventry Estate, Kerry . 
Ballickmoyler, Queen’s County 
Kilfeely, Limerick 
Kilbolane, &c., Limerick 
Carrigrohan, &c., Cork 
Kilmoe, Cork 
Barony of Bere, Cork . 
Ballinspittal, Cork 
Kilmurry, Clare 
Goresbridge, Kilkenny . 

Clifden, Galway . 

Roscommon, Roscommon 
Dunhill and Fenoo, Waterford 
Kibbereen District, Cork 
Tulla Sub-District, Cork 
Roscarberry, Cork 
City of Cork, Cork 
Kiltrim, Cork 

Island of Lettermore. Galway 
Gort District, Galway . 
Killamey, Kerry 
Oula and Cleggan, Limerick . 
BoherUhan, Tipperary . 
Kilbebeny. Cork . 

Cloubeg, Tipperary 
Ardnageetrv, Cork 
Kilru^, Wexford 
Bullyclough, &C-, Tipperary . 
Cratloe, Clare 
Iilrone, West, Carlow . 

Ahinagh, Cork 
Monsea, Tipperary 
Moycoakey, Tipperary - 
Cove, Cork 
Tramore. Waterford 
Dysart, Waterford 
Castlemagna, Cork . . 



I 



Donations. 
£. s. d. 



150 


0 


0 1 


60 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


130 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


48 


0 


0 


104 


0 


0 


89 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 


45 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


325 


0 


0 


250 


0 


0 


120 


0 


0 


22.5 


0 


0 


83 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


255 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


800 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


ISO 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


soo 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


400 


0 


0 


320 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


70 


0 


0 


38 


0 


0 


180 


0 


0 


SO 


0 


0 


74 


0 


0 


155 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


67 


0 


0 


55 


0 


0 


270 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


120 


0 


0 


900 


0 


0 


110 


0 


0 


5 


0 


0 


135 


0 


0 


400 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


110 


0 


0 


55 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


45 


0 


0 


103 


0 


0 


210 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


220 


0 


0 


70 


0 


0 


225 


0 


0 


HO 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


135 


0 


0 



Subs^riptioQS. 



£. S. d. 

201 4 2 
60 0 0 

126 15 0 
117 19 0 

75 12 0 
199 11 4 
93 0 0 
55 0 0 

48 17 6 
104 10 0 

89 0 0 
235 17 9 
141 17 0 
40 0 0 
52 14 1 

127 2 6 
421 S 0 

64 10 0 
71 9 0 

242 7 G 
74 11 0 
298 9 6 
485 0 0 
371 13 6 
173 12 0 
331 2 6 
123 2 6 
42 12 0 
379 10 0 
92 0 0 
1,203 10 0 

49 0 0 
122 19 0 
283 17 0 

65 1 6 
1,211 18 0 

97 0 0 
600 0 0 
473 4 11 
97 12 0 
210 0 0 
85 15 0 
55 0 0 
267 13 6 
117 0 0 
110 0 0 
232 0 0 
121 15 6 
76 16 0 
76 0 0 
409 17 2 
44 0 0 
192 5 0 
1,323 12 5 
172 10 0 
4 8 0 
200 17 0 
591 13 4 
137 15 0 
2S3 1 0 
164 4 0 
80 15 0 
207 12 0 
161 3 0 
68 2 6 
155 0 0 
312 5 0 
84 8 6 
331 6 0 
105 13 0 
^3 5 3 
155 2 0 
40 0 0 
206 10 0 



212 
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A Statement of Sums issued, &c. — continued. 



Date. 


Relief CoromitUe. 


Donationi 




Subscriptto 




1846. 










£. 




rf. 


£. s. 


d. 


June 6 . 


Holvcross, &c., Tipperary 








170 


0 


0 


255 7 


3 




Lisdownv, Kilkenny 














155 7 






Glanaheirv, Waterford . 








75 






111 10 






Derrygrath, Tipperary . 








40 


0 


0 


62 3 


6 












65 












Bantrv District, Cork . 








220 


0 


0 


332 10 


0 


June 8 . 


Tubbrid, &c., Ti|iperary 








180 


0 


0 


272 8 


0 




Shanna Golden, Limerick 








180 


0 




216 2 


6 




Knockauv and Hospital, Limerick 








300 


0 


0 


400 0 


0 




Clonmeen, Cork . 








80 


0 


0 


111 16 


0 




Tallow, Carlow . 








180 


0 


0 


271 3 


0 




Ballyinantte, Cork 








60 


0 


0 


86 0 


0 




Ovens, Cork 








45 


0 




62 0 


0 




Borrisokaue, Tipperarv . , 








50 


0 


0 


12 14 


6 




Stradbally, &c., Waierford 








100 


0 


0 


149 12 


6 




Morgallion, Meath 








60 


0 


0 


80 0 


0 




Galballv, Limerick 








300 


0 


0 


315 0 


0 




Cloushjordan, Tipperary 








60 


0 


0 


106 10 


6 




Oldcastie, Meath . 








85 


0 




128 9 


6 




Gi. Killenaule, Tipperary . 








75 


0 


0 


111 14 


6 


June 11 


Carrickbee, Waterford . 








9 


0 


0 


9 0 


0 


„ 


Donoughmoie, Cork 






. 


25 


0 


0 


25 0 


0 


j 


Inch and Kitniealv, Clare 








90 


0 


0 


136 0 


0 




Ballinclass, Wicklow . 








50 


0 


0 


126 0 


0 


June 12 


Clare Abbey, &c., Clare 








75 


0 


0 


112 0 


0 




Kilcorney, Cork . 








25 


0 


0 


34 19 


0 




Ciondrohid, Cork 






. 


85 


0 


0 


121 13 


6 




Annaghdown, Galway . 

And 5 tons of Indian com 


meal 






60 

50 


0 

0 


0 1 
0 / 


150 0 


0 




Knnckhane, Kerry 








55 


0 


0 


82 0 


0 




MuUinavaf, Ktlketinv . 








90 


0 


0 


134 0 


0 




Upper Half Barony Liny, Sligo 








85 


0 


0 


125 0 


0 


,, 


Carrigallen, Leitrim 








85 


0 


0 


123 0 


0 




Kilmallock, Limerick . 








80 


0 


0 \ 


213 10 






And 10 tons of Indian corn 


meal 






100 


0 


0 j 






Croshoyne, Mayo 








35 


0 


0 


41 0 


0 


,, 


Athboy, Meath . 








90 


0 


0 


134 0 


0 




Fuertv, Roscommon 








30 


0 


0 


43 10 


0 




Newcastle, Tipperary . 








50 


0 


" 1 


no n 






And 5 tons of Indian com 


meal 






50 


0 


0 1 






Decies-within-Drum District, Waterford 






375 


0 


0 


558 13 


1 


„ 


Newtownbarrv, Wexford . 








85 


0 


0 


124 8 


7 


3, 


Barony of Ganard, Longford 








no 


0 


0 


252 10 


0 


„ 


Arklow, Wicklow 








300 


0 


0 


452 1 


1 


June 13 


Clotidagad, Clare , 








' 35 


0 


0 


52 0 


0 


33 


Schull, Cork . . , 








100 


0 


0 


143 6 


7 


3, 


Kileadon. &c., Cork 








85 


0 


0 


121 12 


0 




Mallow, Cork 








160 


0 


0 


233 2 


2 




Kenmare, Kerry . 








175 


0 


0 


259 2 


0 




Urlinefonl, Kilkenny . 








50 


0 


0 


13 1 


9 


„ 


Kilcorasev, King’s County 








105 


0 


0 


153 0 


0 


„ 


Rathaspic, We^rd 








75 


0 


0 


no 12 


4 


„ 


Neuagh, Tipperary 








175 


0 


0 


264 5 


0 


„ 


Carrignavor, Cork 








10 


0 


0 


106 5 


0 




Templemacarraga, Cork . 

Coacbf'ord, Cork 








60 

115 


0 

0 


0 

0 


81 4 
113 3 


0 

6 


3, 


Ballyvournv, Cork 








10 


0 


0 


100 15 


0 


„ 


Kilmurry, Clare 








90 


0 


0 


131 0 


0 


June 15 


Banagher, King’s County . 








85 


0 


0 


125 14 


0 


„ 


Bruff, Limerick 








90 


0 


0 


120 2 


6 




EfBn, Limerick . . . 








100 


0 


0 


146 11 


0 




Kilbrian, Mavo . 








16 


10 


0 


16 10 


0 




New Inn, Tipperary 








no 


0 


0 


146 10 


0 


5, 


Ciereban, &c., Tipperary 








100 


0 


0 


145 3 


8 


„ 


Emiiscorthy, Werford * . 








540 


0 


0 


198 2 


6 


„ 


koughal Arra, Tipperary 








200 


0 


0 


270 0 


0 


„ 


T'ullyhunco, Cavan . . 








20 


0 


0 


29 0 


0 


„ 


CharlaviUe, Cork 








250 


0 


0 


312 14 


0 




Cloyne and Churcbtown, Cork 








180 


0 


0 


261 16 


0 




Douglas, Cork . , 








55 


0 


0 


80 14 


6 


„ 


Newmarket, Cork 








100 


0 


0 


145 13 


6 


„ 


Kells, Meath 








150 


0 


0 


150 0 


0 


June 11 


Tisrera District, County Roscommon 






21 


0 


0 


30 15 


6 




Dysart, County Roscommon 


• 






10 


0 


0 


15 0 


0 
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1S46. 
June 1 1 



Relief Committees. 



Templetenny, Tipperary 
Clonmell, Tipperary • 

Mutlinahone, Tipperary 
White Church, Waterford 
Shilmalin East, Wexford 
Town of Wickiow 
Newcastle, Limerick . 

Corrigbue, &c., Cork 
Castletown Roche, &c., Cork 
Lettermore, Galway 
Warrenstown, King’s County 
Kilcoramock, Longford 
Cong, Mayo 
Cones, Monaghan . 

Ardcroney, Tipperary . 

Bailyduff, Waterford . 

Camolin, Wexford 
Ballyfeard, Cork 
CarrigahoU, Clare 
Feaklkj Clare 
Carrigline, Cork 
Ennishanon, Cork 
Ballinrobe, Mayo 
Neale, Barony Kilmain, Mayo 
Dundrum, Tipperary 
Lismore, Waterford 
Drumraney, Westmeath 
Dromtariff, Cork 
Ballymacarret, Down 
Arran Island, Galway . 

Oranmore and Ballinacourty, Galway 
Thomastown. Kilkenny . 

Kinnitty, King's County 
Croagh. Limerick 
Shillelah, Wicklow 
Ballyclough, Cork 
Carrigtohill, Cork 
Ballyme, Galway 
Gorumiia and Killeen, Galway 
Paulstown, Kilkenny 
Shinrone, King’s County 
Drogheda, Louth 
Kilmain, Mayo . 

Lower Navaii and Serine, Meath 
Rosenalis, Queen's County 
Athlone, Roscommon . 

Autrath and Mosilestown, Tipperary 
Ballyhae, Cork . 

Ballygibbon, &c., Tipperary 
Clonea, Waterford 
Cappoquin, Waterford . 

Tallow, Waterford 
Ferns, Wexford . 

Corrofin, Clare . 

Dungoumey, &c., Cork 
Raheen, Limerick 
Kilcolraan, Mayo 
Kilmastulla, &c., Tipperary 
Kilgobinet, &c., Waterford 
Coppermine District, Limerick 
Clough, Kilkenny 
Clonbur, Galway 
Lisrough District, Tipperary 
Dualla, Tipperary 
Kilmore, Wexford 
Lisgoold, Cork . 

Kilbarren, Tipperary . 

Burris, Tipperary 
Drangan, &c., Tipperary 
Buiren, Clare . . 

Killobn. Clare 
Kilcullen, Clare . 

Daishane, Cork . 

Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary 



135 0 0 
670 0 0 
106 0 0 
180 0 0 
90, 0 0 

no 0 0 

170 0 0 
30 0 0 
210 0 0 
60 0 0 
160 0 0 
40 0 0 

49 0 0 
150 0 0 

40 0 0 
80 0 0 
95 0 0 

50 0 0 
45 0 0 
95 0 0 

140 0 0 
CO 0 0 
75 0 0 
53 0 0 
100 0 0 
63 0 0 
52 0 0 
120 0 0 
100 0 0 
50 0 0 
93 0 0 
300 0 0 
55 0 0 
60 0 0 
670 0 0 

no 0 0 
100 0 0 
50 0 0 
20 0 0 
115 0 0 
67 0 0 
500 0 0 
35 0 0 
110 0 0 
100 0 0 
126 0 0 
60 0 0 
110 0 0 
50 Cl 0 
170 0 0 
140 0 0 
35 0 0 
100 0 0 
]2fl 0 0 
100 0 0 
52 0 0 
20 0 0 
62 0 0 
120 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
35 0 0 

29 0 0 
120 0 0 

75 0 0 
100 0 0 
55 0 0 
120 0 0 
85 0 0 
230 0 0 
90 0 0 

30 0 0 

50 0 0 

75 0 0 



£. s. d. 

135 10 0 
1006 8 6 

154 2 0 
250 19 6 
127 14 6 
246 19 0 
250 16 0 
44 0 0 
316 IS 8 
90 0 0 
248 17 6 

56 5 0 

49 10 0 
223 15 6 

57 15 0 
114 10 0 
139 13 0 
118 8 6 

63 0 0 
95 12 6 
220 17 6 
86 1 0 
107 12 0 
78 10 0 
143 19 3 
63 1 6 
78 0 0 
182 18 0 

136 8 8 

50 0 0 
93 10 0 

449 4 0 

83 12 7 
90 16 0 

1003 7 2 
160 14 0 
139 10 0 
60 10 0 
23 17 0 
171 0 0 
lOO .3 6 
743 17 10 
33 10 0 
162 0 0 
143 4 6 
189 6 4 

84 0 0 
151 3 0 

69 0 0 
254 6 0 
203 4 6 
49 8 0 
143 6 9 
179 15 6 
154 1 0 
78 15 0 
26 0 0 
92 10 0 
186 10 0 
109 7 6 
141 1 9 
36 0 0 
29 0 0 
153 14 4 
108 16 0 
119 5 0 
78 6 6 
162 19 0 
122 19 9 
346 10 0 
133 4 6 
39 8 0 
71 4 0 
106 5 0 



Donations. | Subscriptions. 
£. r. d. 
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A Statement of Sums Issued, &e. — continued- 



Date. 


Relief Committees. j 


Donations. | 


Subscriptiona. 


1846. 








£. 


s. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


June 2T 


Kilmeen, Galvray . . . 






55 


0 


0 




0 




O’Brien’s Bridge, Clare 






35 


0 


0 


45 16 


6 




Cantred and Upperwoods, Queen’s County 






80 


0 


0 


114 5 


6 




Carrickbeg District, Waterford 






20 


0 


0 




9 




Parsonstown, Kintc’s County . 






110 


0 


0 


164 11 


2 


June 29 


Cooltrrena, Wexford 






60 


0 










Shrule and Ballrmahon, Longford . 






112 


0 


0 


167 18 






Cunin, Monaghan 






50 


0 


0 


65 7 


0 




Si.t-Mile Bridge, Clare . 






50 


0 


0 


58 7 


6 




Rathdownr, King’s Countv . . 






SO 


0 


0 


119 6 




July I 


Ballymaclnieh, Cavan . 






18 


0 


0 


25 10 


0 




Mount Nugent, &c., Cavan . 






16 


0 










Kilsheuig, Cork .... 






40 


0 


0 


48 5 


0 




Kanturk, Cork .... 






25 


0 


0 


35 11 


G 




Carrigrohan, &c., Cork . . . 






60 


0 


0 


84 17 


8 




Shandrum, Cork . . 






120 


0 


0 


179 8 


6 




Aghada, Cork .... 






30 


0 


0 


30 4 


0 




Dunmore, Galway . . . 






30 


0 


0 


41 0 


0 




Castle Island, Kerry 






300 


0 


0 


432 6 


0 




Shrule and Headford, Mayo . 






40 


0 


0 


60 0 


0 




Swineford, 5tc., District, Mayo 






75 


0 


0 


103 0 


0 




Kilmain District, Mayo . . 






18 


0 


0 


18 0 


0 




Ballingarry District, Tipperary 






20 


0 


0 


30 12 


6 


j 


Drom, Tipperary 






80 


0 


0 


122 11 


6 




Boyle, Roscommon 






125 


0 


0 


1S8 2 


0 


July 2 


Ballvhange, Wexford . . . 






45 


0 


0 


63 5 


6 




Clomanto and Tobria, Kilkenny . 






60 


0 


0 


86 13 


0 


July 3 


Ballioamona, Cork . . 






25 


0 


0 


32 10 


0 




Larha and Darha, Tipperary 






60 


0 


0 


85 0 


0 




Committee at Cappawhite, &c., Tipperary 




120 


0 


0 


140 3 


6 




New Ross, Wexford 






170 


0 


0 


244 14 


6 


July 4 


Kilcreest, Clare .... 






26 


0 


0 


39 5 


0 




Chuxchiown, Cork . . . 






20 


0 


0 


26 12 


6 




Kilnamartorv, Cork 






40 


0 


0 


57 7 


6 




Kilmeeii, Cork .... 






140 


0 


0 


212 3 


2 




Inniscarra, Cork .... 






00 


0 


0 


133 15 


0 




Caltra, Galway .... 






30 


0 


0 


45 0 


0 


jj 


Dunmore, Galway . . 






7 


0 


0 


7 4 


6 




Naas, Kildare .... 






175 


0 


0 


259 18 


6 




Knocktiipher, Kilkenny . 






20 


0 


0 


31 5 


0 




Seirkeiran, King’s County 






40 


0 


0 


56 16 


0 




Ballingarry, Limerick . 






80 


0 


0 


117 4 


4 




Rathkeale, Limerick . 






225 


0 


0 


339 9 


4 




Castletown, &c., Meath 






50 


0 


0 


70 0. 


0 




Parishes of Wilkinstown, &c., Meath 






35 


0 


0 


47 0 


0 




BallinakilL Queen's County .. 






65 


0 


0 


96 5 


G 




Athleague, Roscommon 






40 


0 


0 


47 10 


0 




Castledocknel, Wexford 






45 


0 


0 


67 12 


6 




Tullyhimco, Cavan 






35 


0 


0 


52 0 


0 




Kiimahoii, Cork .... 






55 


0 


0 


76 19 


0 




Ballineen, Cork .... 






50 


0 


0 


68 0 


0 


,, 


Eyrecourl, Galway . . , 






50 


0 


0 


60 0 


0 




Spiddal District, Galway 






6 


0 


0 


6 0 


0 


„ 


Kilvine District, Mayo . 






4 


10 


0 


4 10 


0 


j. 


Kilgeffin District, Roscommon 






5 


0 


0 


5 0 


0 


„ 


Mealiffe, Tipperary 






86 


0 


0 


120 16 


6 


„ 


Templcodigan, Wexford . . 






35 


0 


0 


52 10 


6 




Wells, Wexford .... 






35 


0 


0 


50 5 


0 


July 9 


Mulrankan, Wexford . 






80 


0 


0 


107 12 


3 




Wingfield, Wexford . . , 












84 0 


G 


„ 


Villierstown, &c., Waterford . 






55 






81 19 


2 




Upperchurch, &c., Tipperary . 






65 


0 


0 


96 16 


6 




Strokestown, &c., Koscommon . 






60 












Boyceiown, &c., Meath. 






112 


0 




16-! 3 


9 




Achil, Mayo .... 






22 


0 




32 0 






Drogheda, Louth 






140 






200 0 






Granard, Longford . . , 






75 


0 




109 2 


6 




Kilkenny ..... 






200 


0 




241 10 






Timmoleague, Cork 






50 








6 




Ballinamore, Leitrim . 






150 


0 


0 


179 7 


6 




Kildorrerv, Cork. . . 






64 


0 


0 


64 14 






Lislee, Cork .... 






80 


0 


0 








Rildallan, Cuvan .... 






25 


0 


0 






” 


Drumlemmou, Cavan . 






20 


0 


0 


29 19 
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1846 
July 9 



Relief Commitiees. 



Macroom, Cork . 

Castlehaven, Cork 
Ballymcre, Galway 
Tyholland, Monaghan 
Tipperary . 

Baliycurren, Wexford 
Oulart, Wexford . , 

Arklow, Wicklow 
Kilmurray, Cork . 

Kibonane, Cork . 

Moviddy District, Cork 
Cannaway District, Cork 
Ferodah District, Kilkenny 
Ballyfoyle, &c., Kilkenny 
Finnoe, &c., Tipperary . 

Connelly, See.. Kilkenny 
Ciarina, &c., Limerick . 

City of Waterford 
Drumshambo, Leitrim . 

Mooucoiii, Kilkenny 
Faheen, Mayo 
Moylough, Galway 
Upper Loughtee, Cavan 
Ashford, Wicklow 
Roscommon, Rxiseommon 
Knockpher, Kilkenny . 

Ennis, Clare 
Kilcullen, Kildare • . 

Killavin, Wexford 
Castlereajrh, Roscommon 
Ballina, Mayo 
Moate, Westmeath 
Noghevai, Westmeath . 
Ballymacward, Galway 
Callan, Cork 

July 16 1 Palles Kenry, Limerick 
Killaloe, Clare . 

Dumore, Galway. 

Monaghan, Monaghan. 

Newpallas, Limerick 
Hollymount, Mayo 
Cashel, Tipperary 
Ematris District, Monaghan 
Clonlea, &c., District, Clare 
Monanimy District, Cork 
Clenor and Carrig, Cork 
Ballinakill, Gahvay - 
Miltown, Kerry . 

Valencia, Kerry . 

Corrofin, Clare . 

Lower Philipstown, King’s County 
Swiiieford. Mayo 
Nenagb, Tipperary 
Grange Mocbler, &c., Tipperary 
Rathowen, &c., Westmeath. 

July n I Kilcorney, Cork . 

Upper Half Barony, Sligo 
Ganlties, &c., Waterford 
Herbertstown, Limerick 
Quinn, Clare 

Dalla and Killanaff, Tipperary 
Broadford, Clare • 

Rathronan, Tipperary 
Elphiii, Roscommon 
July 18 I Ballina, Mayo 

Knoeklough, Limerick . 

Cross Boyne, Mayo 
BallymacEiligott, Kerry 
July 20 I Ballymachugh, Cavan 
Ballynagh, Cavan 
Castletown Arra, Tipperary 
Killaraey, Kerry . 

Templeshambo, Wexford 
Castle Ellis, Wexford . 

July 21 I Ballinakill, Queen’s County 



Donations 



£. ff. d. 
120 0 0 

27 0 0 
21 0 0 
36 0 0 

170 0 0 
45 0 0 
65 0 0 
25 0 0 
120 0 0 
30 0 0 
43 0 0 
48 0 0 
20 0 0 
80 0 0 
20 0 0 
60 0 0 
120 0 0 
210 0 0 
80 0 0 

28 . 0 0 
20 0 0 
50 0 0 

SOO 0 0 

loo 0 0 
20 0 0 
30 0 0 
58 0 0 
20 0 0 
85 0 0 ! 
100 0 0 I 
112 0 0 ! 
50 0 0 i 
85 0 0 
SO 0 0 
75 0 0 
90 0 0 
75 0 0 
9 10 0 
90 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
150 0 0 
80 0 0 
20 0 0 
18 0 0 
90 0 0 
30 0 0 
160 0 0 
50 0 0 

15 0 0 
60 0 0 
80 0 0 
100 0 0 
90 0 0 
40 0 0 
22 0 0 
67 0 0 
40 0 0 
110 0 0 
40 0 0 
62 0 0 

65 0 0 
25 0 0 

66 0 0 
20 0 0 

180 0 0 
7 10 0 
160 0 0 
25 0 0 

60 0 0 
17 0 0 

150 0 0 
70 0 0 

31 0 0 

35 0 0 



Subsetiptions. 



£. s. d. 

174 17 6 
40 0 6 
31 0 0 
52 11 4 

250 6 3 
67 11 6 
96 5 0 

29 12 2 

175 8 0 
44 1 6 
63 IS 0 
70 0 0 
27 0 0 

102 17 4 
28 1 0 
70 10 6 
171 11 6 
312 0 0 
114 9 0 
2S 10 0 
28 0 0 
70 6 6 
448 0 0 
143 0 0 
28 5 0 

39 15 2 
58 14 0 
23 10 0 

122 2 0 
140 0 0 
167 0 0 
70 0 0 
125 1 2 

30 0 0 
102 10 0 
134 10 0 

77 1 10 
9 10 0 
133 19 0 

40 7 6 
40 0 0 

213 8 0 
117 16 0 
28 0 0 
25 4 2 
130 19 6 
33 0 0 
230 4 0 
73 0 0 
18 10 0 
82 8 0 
85 0 0 
138 6 6 
124 6 3 
55 0 0 
32 17 0 
100 0 0 
53 0 0 
152 6 5 
58 3 0 
91 1 0 
95 0 0 
30 12 6 
98 5 0 
26 0 0 
273 2 6 
7 11 0 
234 0 0 
35 1 0 
87 10 0 
17 6 6 
1,277 0 0 
107 0 2i 
45 10 0 
50 10 0 
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Date. 


UelieC Committees. 


Donations. 


Subscriptions. 


1846 




£. s, d. 


£. s, d. 


July 21 . 


ModreeuT, Tipperary . ..... 


40 0 0 


58 15 0 


„ 


Balkgibbon, &c., Tipperary ... . 


10 0 0 


12 0 0 


,, 


Youghal Arra, &c., Tipperary 


20 0 0 


SO 0 0 




Cahercireeu, Kerry . . ... . 


150 0 0 


225 0 0 




Grenagh, Cork 


85 0 0 


122 1 6 


j, 


Kilmawn, Kilkeunv ..... 


80 0 0 


118 14 6 




Dunmore, Galway ..... 


20 0 0 


28 1 0 


July 22 . 


Ballingaddy, Limerick .... 


50 0 0 


74 18 3 




"Wallstown, Cork . • . 


20 0 0 


27 0 0 


j. 


Ardcrooey, Tipperary ..... 


12 0 0 


14 0 0 




Kiltegney, Wextord ..... 


9 0 0 


13 18 6 




Kilmore, Tipperary . . ... 


26 0 0 


37 IS 0 




Frenclipark, Roscommon . . . 


60 0 0 


89 5 0 




Tasliinev, Longford . 


105 0 0 


155 2 6 


July 23 . 


Foxford, Mayo . ... 


15 0 0 


21 17 0 




Monevgail, King’s County . 


20 0 0 


20 10 0 




Dunkerrin, Leitrim .... 


70 0 0 


102 14 6 




Caher, Tipperary ... 


40 0 0 


46 16 6 


July 24 . 


Banagher, King’s County .... 


10 0 0 


15 0 0 




Galway ...... 


120 0 0 


151 7 6 




Air.brosetown, Wexford ... 


40 0 0 


55 11 2 


„ 


Kildalkey, Meath ... . 


60 0 0 


88 0 0 


„ 


Thurles, Tipperary .... 


110 0 0 


161 3 2 


5, 


Fuerty, Roscommon ... . 


20 0 0 


25 17 6 


„ 


Duckaiieely, Donegal ..... 


55 0 0 


77 3 0 


„ 


Dungourney, &c., Cork 


25 0 0 


29 17 6 


„ 


Donaeliraore, Cork ... 


40 0 0 


52 7 6 




Kiilibeifs, Donegal ... 


45 0 0 


66 0 0 




Kilhrin, Cork .... 


25 0 0 


36 9 0 


Julv 25 . 


Edermine, Wexford ... 


30 0 0 


42 0 0 


„ 


Ennis, Clare .... 


lOO 0 0 


458 0 0 


„ 


Kilorglin, Kerry • . . . . 


60 0 0 


82 12 6 


„ 


Dunlavin, Wicklow 


lOO 0 0 


125 0 0 


„ 


Kinrara .... 


24 0 0 


24 12 0 


„ 


Callan, Kilkenny ... . 


80 0 0 


112 9 0 


July 27 . 


Miltown Malbay, Clare ... 


35 0 0 


47 0 6 




Taghmon, Wexford .... 


60 0 0 


85 4 0 




Cappawhite, Tipperary ... 


35 0 0 


50 10 0 




Inchigeela, Cork .... . 


20 0 0 


26 0 0 


„ 


Kilrush, Wexford ... 


2S 0 0 


38 19 6 




Forgnev, Longford ... 


50 0 0 


69 0 0 




Molhill, Kilkenny • , , 


13 0 0 


13 11 0 


„ 


Carrigullen, Leitrim ... 


15 0 0 


15 0 0 


„ 


Nctvport, Tipperary ... . 


40 0 0 


51 15 0 


Julv 28 . 


Newmarket, Clare 


40 0 0 


45 1 0 


„ 


Ballinamona, Cork ... 


26 0 0 


32 0 0 


„ 


Ballymauvard, Galway 


11 0 0 


11 10 0 


„ 


Innistioge, Kilkenny ... 


140 0 0 


201 19 0 




Frankford, King’s County 


30 0 0 


37 0 10^ 


„ 


Dungarvan, Waterford 


125 0 0 




„ 


Crosaerlough, Ballyiames Duff. Cavan f 


35 0 0 






Ballyjames Duff, Cavan 


85 0 0 




July 29 . 


Crosserlough, near Mount Nugent. Cavan 


13 0 0 


18 10 0 




Clonmeen District, Cork 








Castlemartyr, Cork 


17 0 0 






Ballymoe, G^way . 








Freshford, Kilkenny 


35 0 0 






Kilteelv, Limerick . , 








Tully, Longford . ... 






„ 


KUmain, Mayo . , 


30 0 0 




„ 


Tirera’h, Sligo . 


170 0 0 




i. 


Killenaul, 'I'lgnerarv . . 


160 0 0 




tj 


Ballingarry .... 






,, 


Camckbeg, Waterford 






July SO . 


Tullyhunco, Cavan . , 






„ 


Carrignavan, Cork , , 






„ 


Brosna, Kerry .... 








Kilcolraan, Limerick . 






„ 


Nohber, Meath .... 


30 0 0 






Ballina, Mayo .... 






,> 


Conan, Sligo .... 


45 0 0 






Borris O’Kane, Tipperary .... 


11 0 0 


11 10 0 




Total £ 


65,914 10 0 


98,003 1 



DMm Came. jMgus, 1, 1S16. Camniseary. General. 
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Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

July 31, 1846. 

The Deptford oatnieal does not please the Irish taste : it is ground too 
fine, and it is too highly kiln-dried, which gives it a parched, burnt flavour, and 
smell. 

In Galway, the Committee preferred the Irish-ground oatmeal, and bought it 
in preference, at a small increase of price. 

After sending you the 10,000/. to-day, my balance this evening will be 8800/. 
in my favour, so that I shall go on remitting next week. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

BuUin Castle, July 31, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Jlajesty’s Treasury, that in obedience 
to their instructions communicated in your letter No. 222 of the 18th instant, I 
have this day paid into the Bank of Ireland, to be transferred to the credit of the 
account of Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General at the Bank of England, the sum 
of 10,000/. 



SirR. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, August 1, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the approval of the Right Ho- 
nourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, copy of an 
accepted tender for the sale of all the empty barrels and sacks remaining in 
store at Dundalk. 



Enclosure. 

John Robinson to A. Waller, Esq. 

Dundalk, July 28, 184B. 

Understanding that you have a large quantify of empty American meal barrels to 
dispose of, I hereby offer you sixpence per barrel for any number you may have ; this is exactly 
the price *of such in Liverpool. 

Should you also have a few sacks, such as I have seen, I should be willing to take them at 
Is. 8d. each. 

P.S. I engage further to remove the barrels at once. 

I hereby accept this offer. 

(Signed) Alered Waller. 

Recommended, Dundalk, July 29, 1846. 

R. J. Routh, C. G. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Write to Sir R, Routh that their Lordships desire to be informed what steps 
were taken to make the intention of disposing of these articles publicly known 
in order that every person might have an opportunity of tendering for their 
purchase. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, August 5, 1840. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honour- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter 
from Commissary-General Hewetson, reporting that he had given notice for 
the surrender, according to agreement, of the Lee Mills and. Lee Mills Gra- 
naries, and further notifying certain reductiom made on his establishment 
conse<iuent thereon. 

Enclosure. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to SirR. Routh. 

Lee Mill DepSt, Cork, August 3. 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to report I have given notice, dated the 31st ultimo, to Messrs. 
Beamish and Crawford, that the Lee Mills and Lee Mills Granaries will he surrendered, 

2 K 
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according to tlie terms of their agreement, at the expiration of two months from that date. 
I have further to add, that within the last month I have discharged the following persons from 
my establishments, viz., S. Moore, assistant miller, on the 30lh June; B. T. Hill, packer at 
Haulbowline, on the 11th July; packers’ gang of 12 labourers, same date; also within the 
month, 2 landing measurers, and 19 kiln-men and labourers from Lee Mill and Granaries. 

1 shall continue to make further reductions, as the service permits. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevely.in. 

August 5, 1846. 

The diggmg of the early crop of potatoes is become very general, and 
this diminishes the demand on our magazines, at least a fortnight before the 
usual time. In the meanwhile, the importations of Indian corn meal are 
reducing the price of that article ; botli circumstances are in operation to pro- 
duce this result, together with the harvest in view. The early potatoes are of 
a tolerably good size, but much of them more or less diseased, and the farmers 
are hurrying them to market, to effect a sale before the disease makes a further 
progress. 

In this state of things we cannot maintain our price at 10^., when the dealers 
are selling at 9Z., and some Sil. 10s. We cannot ask more than the cun*ent 
value. Our price will, therefore, be reduced to 9^., all of w'hich will be 
reported officially. I expect to see potatoes very cheap for the next two or 
three months. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin Castle, August 5, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Right Plonour- 
able my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the undermentioned 
reductions in tliis department, consequent on the breaking up of the Dmidalk 
depot and sub-depots : — 

]\Ir. R. J. Manifold, temporary clerk, at 5s. per day, from to-morrow, the 
6th instant. 

Constable Milling, Dundalk, from the 31st ultimo. 

Constable M'Carron, Armagh, from the 29th ultimo. 

Constable Berryman, Monaghan, from the 29th ultimo. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan, 

JCuhlin Castle, August 5, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Mr. Waller, having completed 
his duties at Dundalk, proceeds this day to London to report himself to the 
Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

In consequence of the great facility of importation, and the spirit of com- 
mercial enterprize which exists on the east side of Ireland from Dublin north, 
the duties of Dundalk have not been so heavy as I anticipated ; but the advan- 
tage of a depot in that locality is not, therefore, to be depreciated. Its presence 
there was a check upon any immoderate rise in the markets, and it was a source 
of confidence to all the neighbouring counties. Neither has Mr. Waller been 
exempted i'rom his share of labour ; and I am happy to inform you that his 
zealous attention to his duty, and his assiduity to acquire the necessary expe- 
rience for its discharge, have been unceasing. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

August 5, 1846. 

Adverting to my letter. No. 288, dated 24th July, I have now the 
honour to lay before yon, for the approval of the Right Honourable my Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a schedule and vouchers for sundry 
gratuitous issues made at the constabulary depot at Outerarde, under the orders 
of IMajor Wainwright. 

This officer, having lately joined, had directed the issues under a misappre- 
hension of the nature of our duties, and of the instructions which governed 
them. 

The locality in question of Outerarde, though fully capable of doing so, had 
made no subscription, nor any other effort in its own behalf, nor was there any 
committee established. 
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By these gratuitous issues from our depots the tendency to mendicity u-as 
countenanced, and the exertion of the inhabitants discouraged, and the prin- 
ciple that the Government only acted as an auxiliary to individual efforts lost 
sight of. 

These were the grounds on which I fomid fault with this transaction ; but I 
beg, at the same time, to submit to you, that this officer being called suddenly 
to act, before he had time to inform himself of these details, from a first feeling 
of commiseration was led into error, and I respectfully solicit their Lordsliips, 
mider the circumstances, to allow these issues ; but I have thought it right to 
bring the subject specially before you, that the prmciple itself might not be 
involved. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

August 7, 1846. 

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships will not, under all tlie circumstances 
of the case, insist upon Major Wainwright making good the value of the meal 
improperly issued by liim ; but they are of opinion that, although Ma.jor Wain- 
wright had only recently been employed on this service, he ought to have 
informed liimself on so essential a point in his instructions as that the assistance 
of the Government was to be given in support of exertions previously made by 
the leading persons in each locality, and that food w’as, in no case, to be issued 
gratuitously to persons who were able to work. 



Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Westport, Avgust 6, 1846. 

The demands upon our stores have very much diminished within the 
last week, and there are only one or two parts which continue to req^uire sup- 
plies — the Belmullet district and Balimote. The reason of the diminished 
demand is that the people wish to save what potatoes they can before they 
all go, and consequently are digging, where, under better circumstances, they 
would leave the crop still to grow. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, August 7, 1346. 

In acknowledging your letter of the 4th instant, No. 2.36, in which you 
signify to me the orders of the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury to report on the steps taken to make Imowi the inten- 
tion to dispose of the empty barrels and sacks at Dimdalk, I have the honour to 
acquaint you that the highest price obtained for these barrels is the rate of GtZ. 
eacli, which was offered on tliis occasion, and is their highest merchantable 
value, and the price received for sacks is their prime cost when new ; and on 
these grounds I did not think that the interests of the public in this case required 
any further publicity, which might probably have resulted iu a more disadvan- 
tageous sale. 

Mr. Waller, being in England, will be able to afford such further explana- 
tion as may seem desirable. 

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Cork, August 9, 1846, 5p.m. 

Another week has elapsed. My issues to committees have fallen off 
one -half, and I expect will, this next week, be considerably less ; Mr. Coffin 
also writes, that the issues from his depot last week were not more than was 
usually demanded for one day. He has, consequently, as he -wjH have a lai^e 
surplus on hand, requested me to discontinue my shipment. I have upwards 
of 7000 sacks now in the depot, and after supplying the Coast Guard stations 
to the extent of the requisitions, and my issues to Committees to the 15th 
instant, about 5000 sacks of meal, or 625 tons, wUl remain, I suppose, for 
future use. The trade here have no demand upon them latterly for Indian 
meal. I teR them to take good care of their stocks, in well-ventilated store- 
rooms, calculating upon all they have, and a great deal more, being required 
at a later period. I have nothing new to add since my last on the potato 
crop. All parties are looking anxiously for the time when a proper judgment 
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can be formed upon the late and maul crop. Great fears are entertained, and 
the people are inclined to look to the dark side. 



Sir R. Routh to Mr. Tkevelyan. 

The Castle, Dublin, August 10, 1846. 

We are waiting for to-day to send you the last of the subscription lists ; 
some of them very singular. I shall leave Mr. Cummins in charge at 
Clonmel after the 15th, and send Mr. Lister to the Coast Guard stations on 
the coast of Mayo and Connemara to close our accounts, collect receipts and 
payments, and bring supplies not now in demand into a central position. Mr. 
Dobree, in the mean while, will bring these to a conclusion here, while Mr. 
Lister does the more active duty there. Whatever we may do hereafter, it is 
an important step to wind up now ; and we must collect our scattered threats 
together, and bring all to as speedy conclusion as possible. 



Sir K Routh to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, August 10, 1846. 

I HATE the honour to lay before you, for the inforaiation of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissionei-s of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly 
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the 
amount of donations and of the sums subscribed up to the 8th instant. 



Enclosure 1. 

Weekly State of Provisions in the sereral Depots in Ireland, on the' Evening of Saturday, 
the 8ih of August, 1846. 



Depots. 


OatiDviil. 




Indian Corn Meal. 


Indian Corn. 


Tons. 


Barrels. 


Sacks. 


Pounds. 


Bushels. 


Cork and Dependencies 


31^ 




7,599 


2,02-7,664 


2,028 


Waterford 












Clonmel 


58^ 




184 


51,560 




Carrick-un-Suir .... 


6^ 




38 


10,605 




Dungarvan 


6^ 










Limerick 




3,566 


726 


896,168 




Banagher 






574 


160,913 




Clare Castle .... 




9 


775 


218,400 , 




Eilrush 






553 


154,840 




Galway and Dependencies . 


44^ 


1,875 


689 


567,011 


5.906 


"Westport 




1,013 


546 


350,663 




Killaloe 




150 




29,491 




Sligo and Dependencies 




950 


87 


196,555 


27 


Dublin 


135^ 




432 


120,850 




Tullamore 






168 


52,654 




Longford 


8= 




137 


38,486 




Strokestown 






62 


17,472 




Roscommon 




1 


33 


9,453 




Castlerea 




5 


64 


18,998 




Canick-on-Shannon . . 




5 


50 


15,218 




Athy and Dependencies 






695 


194,765 




Total . . . 


430^ 


*J,574 


13,382 


5,131,766 


7,961 



Shipments from Cork during the "Week — None. 

164f Tons issued to Committees. 

Dublin Castle, August 10, 1846. R. J. Routh, C. G. 
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A StatementoF Sums issued by order of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, as Donation 
in Aid of Subscription raised by Relief Committee for the Purchase of Food in Ireland. 



Date. 


Relief Committees. 


Tuns of lodian 
CuTD Meal. 


Donations. 


Suliscriptioas. 






, £. 


s. 


d. 


£, i. 


d. 


1846. 


Amount brought forward . 




66,032 10 


0 


98,176 13 


8* 


Aug. 1 . 


Corran District, SUko .... 




15 


0 


0 


18 0 


0 




Graig District, Kilkenny 




15 


0 


0 


109 10 


0 




Navan District, Meath .... 




140 


0 


0 


226 3 


4 




DerrvDahinch, &c. District, Kilkenny 




23 


0 


0 


34 0 


11* 




Ballina District, Mayo .... 




14 


0 


0 


20 0 


0 




Whitechurch District, Cork . . . 




58 


0 


0 


86 15 


6 


Aug. 3 . 


KiHemmel District, Mayo 




30 




0 


46 2 


6 




Tuam District, Galway .... 




16 


0 


0 


23 16 


0 




Cashel District, Longford . . . 




48 


0 


0 


72 15 


4 




Giillen and Costello District, Mayo . 




100 


0 


0 


150 0 


0 




Moycarkv District, Tipperary . 




25 




0 


36 0 


0 




Clogliiordan District, Tipperary . 




10 


0 


0 


10 1 


6 




Roslara District, Wexford . 




12 


0 


0 


108 3 


4 


Aug. 4 . 


Dungarvan, &c. District, Kilkenny . 




125 


0 


0 


185 2 


6 




Milford Raraelton District, Donegal. 




30 




0 


34 5 


0 




Kilcooly, Buslick, &c. District, I'ip- 




100 


0 


0 


137 11 


0 




perary. 

Ennis District, Clare .... 




25 


0 


0 


30 0 


0 




Doon District, Limerick 




100 




0 


139 17 


6 




Knock, Parish of Kilmurry, District, 




14 




0 


14 6 


6 


Aug. 5 . 


Clare. 

Killeen and Gorumua District, Galway 




3 


0 


0 


3 0 


0 


Bagnalstoun District, Carlow 




45 




0 


68 15 


6 




Ballymacarret District, Down . . 




25 


0 


0 


37 16 


0 




Clondagad District, Clare 




20 


0 


0 


22 7 


0 


Aus- 6 . 


Ijcttermacward District, Donegal 




20 




0 


30 0 


0 


Clonmel District, Tipperary . . 




200 


0 


0 


300 0 


0 




Newtownbarry District, Wexford 




21 




0 


31 7 


6 




Kilkenny West District, Westmeath 




50 


0 


0 


63 10 


0 




Kilvine District, Mayo .... 




5 


0 


0 


5 0 


0 


Aug. 1 . 


Crosserlough District, Cavan 




8 


0 


0 


10 3 


6 


Carrickbeg District, Waterford . 




5 




0 


5 0 


0 




Kilgefin District, Roscommon . 




5 




0 


5 0 


0 




Castletown District, Limerick . 


2 








18 19 


6 




New Pallas District, Limerick . 


2 








24 4 


9 




Crossakeil District, Meath 




18 




0 


24 0 


0 




Swineford District, Mayo . . 


3 








33 0 


0 




Tyrawly District, Mayo .... 
Rathowen District, Westmeath . 


u 

2 








21 0 
26 0 


0 

0 




Bnllyneely District, Limerick . 




120 


0 


0 


169 2 


0 




Clonkeen District, Galway . 




5 


0 


0 


6 10 


0 




Clone District, Wexford .... 




30 


0 


0 


43 3 


4* 






10* 


67,632 


10 


0 


100,607 3 


94 




Add for lOi^ tons India Meal 




105 


0 


0 












67,737 10 


0 


100,607 3 


9i 



DuhliTit August 10, 1846. R. J. Routh, C. G. 



There cannot be a doubt that our present operations ought to cease with 
the harvest labour and the new crop. 

It has been proved by experience, that the immediate effect of the prevalence 
of the potato disease is to force large supplies prematurely into the market, 
and that there is no period when relief is so little req^uired as at the com- 
mencement of such a season. 

During the season which has just elapsed, we firmly refiised to open our 
depots whie the disease was making progress, and forcing the crop into the 
market, and reserved our supplies until they were imperatively called for in 
consequence of the actual exhaustion of the crop in April, May, June, and Jidy ; 
the early issues being to a very moderate extent, and increasing as the year 
advanced, It was solely O'wing to this prudent reserve, that we were able to 
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supply the void caused by the partial destruction of the crop over such a great 
extent of country, and if, with the projects now before us, we were to begin our 
issues in August, before the new crop is well out of the ground, I do not hesitate 
to say that it would be utterly impossible for us to meet the demands upon us 
throughout the ensuing year, in all the parts of Ireland in which the potato 
crop may fail ; and the consequences would be likely to be extremely disas- 
trous. 

I entertain, no doubt, from the accompanying Report from Sir J . Dombrain, 
and other information which I have received, that the potato disease has re 
appeared in the counties of Cork, Kerry, and other parts of Ireland ; but I 
repeat that the first result of the disease has invariably been found to be a well- 
supplied market, and that wdiat we have to provide against is not the disease, 
hut the scarcity which is likely to he ultimately occasioned by it. 

Treasury, August 4, 1846. C. E. TREVELYAN. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Right Honourable H/ Labouchere. 

Treasury, August 11, 1846. 

The authority given for the execution of works under the fi.rst Act of 
this Session, was necessarily conditional on the works being required for the 
relief of urgent distress, and in issuing tickets beforehand for the full amount 
of the works at Galway, the Local Committee exceeded its powers, and adopted 
a course wliich it is impossible for the Government to support them in. 

If our relief expenditure is not to be suspended during the harvest 
work, and the period of artificial and unfortmiate abundance, caused by the 
apprehensions entertained for the new crop of potatoes, and we are to go on 
complying with all the demands that may he made upon us for assistance till 
this time next year, neither all the Government establishments, nor the Exche- 
quer itself, will be equal to the occasion, and calamities which it is painful to 
think of, may be the result of this improvident anticipation of the means of 
relief. 

The only chance of our being able to carry the people safe tlirough the 
coming year, is that we should be allowed to reserve our means, as we did 
during the past year, until the means in the possession of the people are ex- 
hausted. 

It is very important that a proper distinction should he drawn between the 
potato disease, and the scarcity occasioned by it. The first effect of the disease 
is not scarcity, hut plenty, owing to people’s anxiety to dispose of their 
potatoes before they become useless, and it is essentially necessary that we 
should not consume, during the period of plenty, the provision whicli has been 
made against the period of scarcity. 

I return herewith the Galway Memorial, as well as the note from Mr. Powell, 
of Castle Connell, to which the same remarks apply ; and the only further 
observation I have to make, is that the Chairman of the Board of Works in- 
forms me in a letter I have received from him this morning, that he was on the 
pomt of leaving Dublin for Galway, where he will take every necessary and 
proper step in the matter. 
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Balance Sheet of the Commissariat Expenditure and Beceipts for Sereices in Ireland, in 
relieving the Distress occasioned h/ the failure of the Potato Crop- 



Dr. £. s. d. 

To cost and chaises of Indian Coro and Meal imported from America . . . 105,256 S S 

j, cost and charges of Indian Corn and Oatmeal purchased in the United Kingdom 45,923 0 1 
„ cost of Oatmeal purchased in Ireland by Commissariat Department . . . 6,544 0 0 

„ cost of Oatmeal supplied by Admiralty ....... 5,517 5 3 

„ expenses of kiln-drying and grinding Indian Com, to SOth June . . . 3,887 15 1 

,, expenses of labour, cartage, boat-hire, &c., to SOth June .... 2,578 13 0 

„ expenses of freight from port to port, and by canals, to SOth June . . . 3,292 15 4 

„ Sums paid for rent of magazines, to SOth June ..... 300 0 0 

„ cost of sacks and other expenses incurred by Ordnance Department . . . 6,982 10 2 

„ estimate of further amount required for grinding, labour, and freight . . 3,500 0 0 

„ estimate of further amount required fur rent of magazines .... 1,700 0 0 



^185,432 7 7 

Cr. £. 5. d. 

By amount of sales of Indian Com, Meal, and Oatmeal, to 15th July . . . 70,171 6 5 

5, estimated amount of further sales of Indian Com, Meal, and Oatmeal, to 15th 

August ............ 60,000 0 0 

5, amount recovered from underwriters as net avails of “Arab,” lost . . . 4,684 11 0 

„ amount recovered from underwriters for general average, per “ Harriet Rockwell” 95 4 9 
Balance, being the probable net cost to the public of the Indian Com and other food 
which has been provided for the relief of the people suffering from the failure of 
the crop in Ireland . 50,481 5 5 



£185,432 7 7 



Mem. of Payments made to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co., on account, for Purchases of Food 
[for the Relief of Persons suffering from Scarcity in Ireland. 



Indian Corn and Indian Corn Meal Imported from the United States. 











£. d. 


£. s. 


d 


Per Adirondack 


. Cargo 

Freight and charges . 






6,985 IS 41 
1,842 4 5) 


8,828 2 


9 


„ Atlas 


. Cargo 






8,584 12 21 








Freight, &c. , . 






2,062 16 ol 


10,651 4 


0 




Ditto underclaimed . 






3 15 llj 




„ Rainbow . 


. Cai^o 

Freight, &c. 






3,907 7 111 
9ST 1 7f 


4,894 9 


6 


„ Winnipiac . 


. Cargo 






4,402 13 71 


5,529 11 


. 




Freight, &c. 






1,126 17 10( 




„ Elsinore 


. Cargo 

Freight, &c- 






6,403 8 10\ 
1,566 4 Ilf 


7,969 13 


9 


„ Harriet Rockwell 


. Cargo 






4,455 3 61 








FreighL &c. 






1,391 2 5 


5,973 18 


0 




Demurr^e and general average 




127 12 ij 






„ Arab 


. Cargo 






(Lost) 


4,732 11 


9 


„ Ohio 


. Cargo 

Freight, &c. . . 






3,923 15 41 
1,024 7 4j 


4,948 2 




j, Trident 


. Cargo 






3,807 11 6) 


4,774 5 






Freight, &c. 






966 14 3f 




„ Liberty 


. Cargo 






7,258 5 Si 


8,694 6 






Freight, &c. . . 






1,436 1 4i 




„ Edinburgh 


. Cargo 






3,476 6 o: 


4,350 8 




Freight, &c. 






874 2 41 




,5 Empire 


. Cargo 






12,134 7 91 


14,111 3 




Freight, &c. 






1,976 16 OJ 




,, Cornelia 


. Cargo 






11,758 6 8 








Cargo and Freight 






2,000 0 0* 


13,974 2 






Balance of ditto 






215 15 9j 






,, Almade 


. Cargo . . 






4,795 17 71 


5,824 7 


g 




Freight, &c. 






1,028 9 llj 






Total from United States . . £105,256 8 
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For Purchases made in the United Kingdom. 









£. 


s. 


d. 


( Ballinasloe 




■1 








Oatmeal . . . . 


, Roscommon 




. 


1,642 


3 


5 


1 Duchess . . . 














John and Henry 






1,174 


5 


9 




Harmony 






1,235 


5 


10 




Concord . . 






1,154 


17 


2 




Quiver 






1,287 


11 


2 




Lady Rowley . 






1,190 


9 


0 




Providenzia . 






1,804 


It) 


9 




Superior . 






725 


7 


8 




Aaron Lass 






1,098 


1 


2 




Swan 






1,114 


19 


1 




White Mouse and Sarah 






678 


1 


1 




Union and Maria 






1,093 


14 


4 


Indian Com . . 


Paziente . 






1,705 


2 


10 




Antigua . 






1,483 


5 


0 




Maria 






1,886 


1 


1 




Battiaa . 






2,398 


10 


0 




Jack-o’ -Lantern 






700 


7 


6 




Jane , . . 






853 


4 


6 




Vencedor . 






621 


IS 


6 




Tom Banks . . 






634 


1 


9 




Athena . 






1,708 


3 


8 




Aurora . 






1,694 


13 


7 




Active 






1,243 


8 


0 




Rebecca . . 






1,199 


6 


3 


Indian TVfaal 


[ Eleanor and Jane 






561 


0 


0 


1 Three Sisters 






546 


19 


10 


lodian Com . 


Marchioness Breadaibane 






2,784 


15 


1 


Indian Meal j . . 


Purchased at Cork 






2,566 


7 


6 


Indian Com . 


Ditto per Chase and Buona Donna 


3,035 


19 


9 


Purchased at Cork 






1,283 


8 


9 


Indian Meal . 


Vulcan . 






360 


18 


6 


Purchased at Cork 






3,208 




6 


Antonietta 






1,147 


19 


1 


Purchases made in theUnited Kingdom 






. 45,923 0 1 






Total 






£151,179 8 9 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 251 ) 



BOARD OP WORKS. 



Anno Nono Victoria Regin®. 

Cap. I. — An Act for the further Amendment of the Acts for the Extension 
and Promotion of Public Works in Ireland. — oik March, 1846. 

Whereas an Act was passed in the first year of Her present Majesty’s reign, 
intituled “ An Act to amend the Acts for the Extension and Promotion of . 
Public Works in Ireland,” reciting an Act of the first and second years of His c 
late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled “ An Act for the Extension j 
and Promotion of Public Worlds in Ireland,” the provisions whereof were 
amended and extended by an Act passed in the then last Session of Parlia- 
ment, and that the Commissioners acting under and in execution thereof were 
authorized to make advances by way of loan to a certain amount in the said 
Acts limited, in aid of the execution of public ■works in Ireland, and were also 
authorized to make advances for the like purpose by way of grant in aid of the 
constmction of certain -works to an amount not exceeding in the wdiole tlie 
sum of Fifty thousand pounds, and that it was expedient, with a view to the 
further promotion of jjublic w'orks in Ireland, and the employment of the 
labouring population, that the said Commissioners should be enabled to make 
advances to an additional amount by way of grant, and that provision should 
he made for making advances for the execution of public works under certain 
circumstances, partly by way of loan and partly by way of grant ; that is to 
say, by loan to the extent of one moiety of such advances, and by grant to the 
extent of the other moiety thereof ; and by the said first-recited Act it is 
enacted, that it should and might be lawful to and for the Comniissiouers for 
the execution of the said recited Acts, under the like conditions and regula- 
tions, and for the purposes of the said therein-recited Acts and the said first- 
recited Act, to make additional advances by way of grant to an amount not 
exceeding in the whole the sum of Fifty thousand pounds, and for the Com- 
missiouers of Her Majesty’s Treasury, or any three or move of them, to cause 
to be issued, from time to time, as they might find necessary, out of the grow- 
ing produce of the ConEolidated Fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland arising in Ireland (in addition to the sum of Fifty thousand pounds 
therein recited, to ^vhich the issues for the purposes of the grant to be made 
under the therein-recited Acts were limited), any further sum or sums of 
money not exceeding in the whole the sum of Fifty thousand pounds, to be 
applied to the purposes of the said recited Acts and the said first-recited Act : 
And whereas by another Act passed in tlie first and second years of Her pre- 
sent Majesty, intituled “ An Act to authorize a further issue of Exchequer 
BiUs for Public Works and Fisheries, and Employment of the Poor; and to 
amend the Acts relatmg thereto,” it is enacted, that it should be lawful for the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to appropriate out of the sum of 
Five hundred thousand pomids in Exchequer Bills authorized to be advanced 
under the authority of the said Act any sum or sums in Exchequer Bills not 
exceeding Fifty thousand pounds in the whole, for the promotion and extension 
of public works in Ireland, to be applied by the Commissioners appointed 
under the authority of an Act of the first and second years of the reign of His 
late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled “ An Act for the Extension 
and Promotion of Public Works in Ireland,” to the purposes and under the 
provisions of the said Act ; And whereas of the said sum of Fifty thoimnd 
pounds so made applicable under the said last-mentioned Act the sum of Four 
thousand pounds was applied to grants, the remaining Forty-six thousmid 
pounds having been issued by W'ay of loan: And whereas by another Act 
passed in the sixth and seventh years of Her present Majesty, intitmed ‘‘An 
Act to amend the Acts for canying on Public Works in Ireland, after reciting 
as therein recited, it is enacted, that it shall he lawful for the Commissionei's 
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of Her Majesty’s Treasury to order that out of such monies as at or after the 
passing of said Act may he in the Exchequer, or as may be thereafter paid into 
the Bank of England to the credit of Her Majesty’s Exchequer in repayment 
of loans made for public works in Ireland, any sum or sums of money not 
exceeding the sum of Twenty-one thousand pounds may be set apart and 
appropriated for grants by the said Commissioners of Public Works, with the 
approval of the said Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, in such and the 
same manner as the said sum of Twenty-one thousand pounds might have been 
used and applied for grants if the same had not been, as therein mentioned, 
inadvertently applied for the purposes of loans : And whereas of the said 
several sums so authori2ed to be advanced under the said recited Acts a sum 
of One hundred and eighteen thousand and ninety-three pounds nineteen 
shillings and eight-pence has been advanced and paid, and applied for the pur- 
poses of the said Acts, in the way of grant, leaving a sum of Six thousand nine 
hundred and six pounds and four-pence still unapplied and available for such 
puiqroses ; and it is expedient to increase the sum so available, and to authorize 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to issue a further sum from the 
Consolidated Fund for the purposes of the said Acts and this Act, or any of 
them ; and it is also expedient to amend the said recited Act of the first year 
of Her present Majesty, and extend its provisions to other cases : Be it there- 
fore enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
The Commissioners sent Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, That it shall and 
of Public Works in may be lawful for the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland acting in exe- 
awrHonS^r™nts^ cution of the said recited Acts, under the like conditions and regulations (save as 
to the extent of hereinafter provided), and for the purposes of the said recited Acts and this Act, 
po’ses^o’f tfaVreci^ed^ ^lake additional advances by way of grant to an amount not exceeding in 

Acts and this Act. the whole the sum of Fifty thousand pounds, and for the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
or any three or more of them, to cause to be issued from time to time, as they 
may find necessary, out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in addition to the said 
several sums hereinbefore mentioned, any sum or sums of money not exceeding 
in the whole the said sum of Fifty thousand pounds, to be applied for the 
several purposes of the said Acts and this Act, or any of them, in relation to 
grants. 

Provisions of former II. And be it enacted, That all and every the provisions, regulations, 

GranL°underthis privileges, advantages, forfeitures, and disabilities, contained or 

Act. expressed in the said recited Acts, or any Act amending the same, in respect 

of the grants authorized to be made thereunder, shall (save as hereinafter 
provided) be applied and extended to the grants to be made under authority 
of this Act as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, as if the same 
were herein repeated and re-enacted. 

Two Justices and III. And whereas by the Said recited Act of the first year of Her present 
15'iSed'S'” Majesty it is, amongst other things, enacted, that if any three or more justices 
them at tbe last of the peace, not being stipendiary magistrates, in and for any county, county 
may ^ county of a town in Ireland, shall think it expedient to make 

convene^’MwtTng application for the construction of any public work on the terms and under the 
of Justices and regulations thereinafter contained for the repayment of a moiety of the 
SlkinYan Apjii- expense of executing such work, it shall and may be lawful for them, by notice 
cationlotheLord under their hands to be posted on the places appointed for posting notices of 
SSFoTofaVv® applications to presentment sessions in the barony, or half barony or place, in 
Public Worksurider which such Work IS proposed to be executed, to convene a special meeting of 
' ■’i ^ justices, and cess-payers associated with such justices, at the last special or 

^ ' presentment sessions held in such barony, or lialf barony or place, for tbe 

purposes of an Act passed in the then last Session of Parliament, intituled 
“ An Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws relating to the Presentment of 
Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland; ” and such meeting shall be held 
at the place appointed for the holding of such special or presentment sessions, 
at such time as shall be ^ecified in such notice, not being sooner than seven 
days from the time of posting such notice ; and the senior justice present at 
such meeting shall preside thereat, and shall have, in addition to his vote, a 
casting voice in case of an equality of voices ; and, if a majority of such justices 
and cess-payers assembled at such special sessions shall so think fit, the chair- 
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man shall apply by memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor 
or governors of Ireland, on behalf of the justices and cess-payers assembled at 
such sessions, praying that the work described in such memorial may be 
executed, and that a sum, not exceeding the amount in such memorial men- 
tioned, may be advanced for that purpose, a moiety thereof to be repaid by 
grand jury presentment as thereinafter mentioned : And whereas, by reason of 
a deficiency of magistrates residing in certain districts, it is difdcult to obtain 
the concurrence of three justices of the peace in convening any such special 
meeting as aforesaid, and it is therefore expedient to amend the said provision ; 
be it therefore enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, it shall 
and may be lawful for any two justices of the peace (not being stipendiary 
magistrates), in and for any county, county of a city, or county of a town in 
Ireland, and any three cess-payers associated with the justices at the then last 
special or presentment sessions as aforesaid, held in and for the barony, half 
barony or place, wherein any public work is proposed to be executed under 
the provisions of the said first-recited Act and this Act (as far as the same are 
applicable), by notice under their hands to be posted as in the said last-recited 
provision directed, to convene any such special meeting of the justices and cess- 
payers for such purposes, and subject to such regulations, as in the said last- 
recited provision mentioned ; and every such special meeting so convened shall 
be as valid and effectual for all and every the purposes of the said first-recited 
Act as if such meeting had been convened in such manner as in the said first- 
recited Act prescribed ; and the several provisions of the said first-recited Act 
(subject to the variations thereof contained in this Act), shall extend and be 
applied to any such special meeting, and to the proceedings thereat, the appli- 
cation for the execution of the u’orks, the advance of monies, the repayment on 
accomit of the same, and to the several other matters and things relating to 
any such works applied for at such meeting. 

IV. And be it enacted. That it shall and may be lawful for any such sjjecial Sueb Special Meet- 
meeting as aforesaid, convened in the manner in the said first-recited Act or Advance 

this Act prescribed, to make an application in like maimer as aforesaid to the RepairorExtension 
Lord Lieutenant, or other chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, for an of any exiting 
advance as aforesaid, for the alteration, extension, or improvement of any then Worts, 
existing public work, as fully and effectually as for the construction as aforesaid 
of any public work ; and the provisions of the said first-recited Act shall 
extend and be applied to any such alteration, extension, or improvement of 
any existing public work as fully and effectually as to the construction of any 
public work. 

V. And be it enacted. That whenever any such public work shall have been Subsequent Repairs 
constructed, altered, extended, or improved, under the provisions of the said of such Public 
recited Acts or this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the said Commis- ^dedfc°as*nnto 
sioners of Public Works from time to time to take such proceedings, and the recited Acts, 
exercise such powers and authorities for or relating to the subsequent repairs 

and maintenance of any such public work aforesaid, and such subsequent 
repairs and works of maintenance shall and may be executed, md the expense 
thereof shall and may be provided for, rai^d, and repaid, in such manner, and 
subject to such provisions and regulations, as by the said recited Act of the 
first and second years of the reign of His late Majesty King WUliam the 
Fourth, or any Act or Acts amending the same, are directed and provided in 
relation to the repair or maintenance of any road or bridge in aid of the con- 
struction w^hereof grants may be made, or have been made, by the said Com- 
missioners of Public Works. 

VI. And whereas by the said recited Act of the first and second years of Advances under 
the reign of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, it is, amongst other LoaiTforii^^* 
things, enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the Commissiouers for tlie provements of 
execution of the said recited Act to make advances in aid of the drainage, b™Boari of 
embankment, reclaiming, or other improvement of land, on the credit of puMic worksrre- 
mortgages, assignments, or other assurances of the estate and interest, freehold 

or leasehold, in such land which is to be the subject of such drainage, em- of fnterest m in ** ^ 
bankment, reclamation, or other improvement : Provided always, that it shall cases of other 
be made out to the satisfaction of such Commissioners, by competent evi- 
dence, accompanied by the certificate of a skilful engineer or surveyor ap- 
proved of by the said Commissioners, that such thrainage, emba nkm ent, 
reclamation, or other improvement, when completed, will increase the value 
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of such laud in the proportion of at least ten per centum on the sum proposed 
to be expended thereon ; and that a contract, with two good and sufficient 
sureties, to be approved of by the said Commissioners, shall be previously 
made and entered into for the full and complete execution of such drainage, 
embankment, reclaiming, or other improvement, at and for a sum not exceed- 
ing the amount of the advance sought therefor, within a period to be fixed by 
the said Commissioners, not exceeding seven years from the date of such 
advance ; and that in all such cases the whole amoxmt of such advance shall 
be made repayable within three years next after the period so fixed for the 
completion of such drainage, embankment, reclaiming, or other improvement, 
■with interest thereon in the meanwhile at a rate not less than Five pounds per 
centum per annum, payable half-yearly, as the said Commissioners shall fix 
and appoint : And wliereas the provisions of the last-recited Act as to loans 
are in part amended by an Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign of 
King William the Fourth, for the amendment of the said last-recited Act; 
but it is expedient that further encouragement should be given for the im- 
provement of lands by enabling parties to obtain such advances on more 
favourable terms, and that for such purpose the aforesaid provision should be 
further amended ; he it therefore enacted. That it shall and may be lawful for 
the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, if they shall so think fit, sub- 
ject to such restrictions and conditions as are hereinafter provided, to make 
any loan or advance as aforesaid for or in aid of the drainage, embankment, 
reclaiming, or other permanent improvement of land, upon application duly 
made conformably to the provisions of the said recited Act of the first and 
second years of the reign of King William the Fourth, and any other Acts 
amending tlie same, and this Act, in relation thereto, and which may be 
appro\-ed of by tlie said Commissioners, and by tlie Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, or any three or more of them, upon the terms and condi- 
tions that the whole amount of such loan or advance shall be made repayable 
within such time or times, not exceeding twenty years after the period so fixed 
as aforesaid for the completion of such drainage, embankment, reclaiming, or 
other permanent improvement, at such rate of interest in the meanwhile, pay- 
able half-yearly, as by the said last-recited Act, or any Acts amending the 
same, is provided witli respect to any other advances by way of loan there- 
under, anj’^thiug in the said last-recited Act, or the other Acts amending the 
same, requiring a different period of payment, or a higher or other rate of 
interest on any loan or advance for any such drainage, embankment, recla- 
mation, or other permanent improvement, to the contrary notwithstanding : 
Provided always, that any such loan or advance, and any charge, mortgage, 
assignment, or other assurance for securing the repayment thereof, shall be 
subject to the several provisions, regulations, and enactments in the said last- 
recited Act, and the other Acts amending the same, contained in relation to 
any loan or advance or security thereunder, so far as the same are applicable, 
and shall not be varied by this Act; and any such charge, mortgage, assign- 
ment, or other assurance for securing the repayment of any such last-mentioned 
loans imder this Act sliall take priority of all charges and incumbrances what- 
soever and whensoever made: And pro'vided further, that no such charge, 
mortgage, or other assurance to be made as last afor^aid shall have such 
priority as aforesaid in any case where such loan or loans shall be made, pur- 
suant to the provisions aforesaid, to or for the use of any person or persons 
under any legal disability or incapacity, or being tenants for life, or having 
only particular or limited estates or interests in the lands whereon the same 
are to be charged, or whose estates therein shall be subject to any incum- 
brances whatever, unless previous to the making such loan or advance, the 
person or persons to whom or on whose behalf the same shall be made shall 
have obtained the report of one of the masters of the High Court of Chancery 
in Ireland, authorizing such advance to be made, on a j>etition to be presented 
to the said Court pursuant to the provisions of a certain Act passed in the 
8 & 9 Viet., c. 56. eighth and ninth years of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, 
intituled, “ An Act to alter and amend an Act j^assed in the Third and Fourth 
Years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled ‘ An Act to enable the 
0-wners of Settled Estates to defray the Expences of Draining the same by 
way of Mortgage ” and such report shall have been duly filed and absolutely 
confirmed according to the provisions of the same Act, and which provisions 
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shall he applicable to advances to be made under this Act in the same manner 
as if the same were here repeated. 

VII. And whereas by reason of such advances in aid of permanent improve- Persons under 
ments oi' lands it may be expected that great benefit will accrue to the pro- 
prietors thereof, and that the value thereof will be considerably increased ; and imprlved^to^Mure 
it is expedient, with the sanction of the High Court of Chancery, to be obtamed rei)aymenf of such 
on such petition as aforesaid in mamier aforesaid, to enable tenants for life, mentL*^'^ improve- 
and others having only particular estates, and persons under legal disability or 
incapacity, or persons whose lands are incumbered, to charge on such lands 
monies so to be advanced for the purposes of such improvements ; be it there- 
fore enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any coiporatiou, lay or 
ecclesiastical, sole or aggregate, and for the husbands, trustees, committees, or 
attornies of or for the owners or proxirietors of, or for any company or com- 
panies, or the directors thereof for the time being, interested in any part or 
parts of any such lauds in or for or in aid of the drainage, embankment, 
reclaiming, or other permanent improvement of which any such loan or ad- 
vance shall be agreed to be made by the said Commissioners of Public W orks, 
in pursuance of the said last recited Act, or the other Acts amending the same, 
and this Act, being under coverture, minors, lunatics, or beyond the seas, or 
otherwise incapable of acting for themselves, and to and for every of them for 
the time being, and to and for the owners and proprietors of all such lands, 
being tenants in tail or for life, or tenants in tail after possibility of issue ex- 
tinct, or tenants by the courtesy or in dower, and for persons whose estates are 
incumbered as hereinafter mentioned, and to and for every of them respec- 
tively for the time being, by and with the sanction and approbation of the 
Pligh Court of Chancery, to be obtained in manner aforesaid, by indenture or 
indentures under their respective hands and seals, from time to time, and to 
which indenture or indentures one of the said Commissioners shall be an exe- 
cuting party, and before obtaining any advance on account of such loan from 
the said Commissioners, suljject to such restrictions and conditions as arc 
hereinafter provided, to charge the said lands with any sum or sums of money 
which tlie said Commissioners shall advance in or for or in aid of any such 
drainage, embankment, reclaiming, or other permanent improvement thereof 
as aforesaid ; and for securing tlie repayment by instalments of such sum or 
sums of money which the said Commissioners shall so advance, with interest 
from the date of the advance thereof, with the approbation of the Court of 
Chancery, to be obtained in manner aforesaid, to grant, mortgage, lease, or 
demise or otherwise subject the said lands unto the said Commissioners of 
Public Works, or to the Secretary of the said Commissioners, in trust for them, 
either in fee or for any term of years, so as every such grant, mortgage, lease, 
or demise be made with a proviso or condition to cease and be void, or under 
an express trust to be surrendered, in. case and so soon as the sum or sums of 
money thereby to be secured, with the interest for the same, shall be fully paid 
and satisfied at the time or times to be appointed in that behalf, and also witli 
a covenant to pay the instalments as they shall become due, and to pay and 
keep down the interest in the meanwhile ; and in the case of every such grant, 
mortgage, lease, or demise, such person or persons or bodies as aforesaid, as 
the case may be, and every succeeding tenant for life, or other person or 
persons having only a limited interest in the lands charged, shall be bound to 
pay the instalments of principal and the interest which shall become from 
time to time due and payable during the continuance of his, her, or their title 
in. or to the said lands ; but nevertheless, on the termination of such title, by 
death or otherwise, the estate in remainder or reversion in such lauds, or the 
inheritance thereof!, shall remain chargeable with all instalments, and interest 
and arrears thereof, then due or thereafter to become due ; and every such 
charge, grant, mortgage, lease, or demise as aforesaid shall be good, valid, and 
effectual in the law for the purposes hereby intended, and shall take priority 
of all charges and incumbrances whatsoever and whensoever made : Provided 
always, that it shall be lawful for any person or persons liable to repay any 
loam and interest by instalments under any of the provisions aforesaid to repay 
the same in one sum, or in a shorter time than that in ■which the same shall be 
made repayable under the provisions aforesaid. 

VIII. And be it enacted. That every loan or advance to be made by the said Advances to le 
Commissioners of Public Works for any such last-mentioned works or im- menfsnotexMk- 
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ing One-fifth of the provements as aforesaid under the provisions hereof shall he made by instal- 
^ents not exceeding at any one time one-fifth of the entire sum agreed to be 
advanced ; and that no second or subsequent instalment of any such loan shall 
be advanced until it shall have been proved to the satisfaction of the said 
Commissioners that the preceding instalment has been properly expended on 
such vvorhs or improvement pursuant to the application for such work approved 
by the said Commissioners ; Provided always, that no one instalment shall in 
any case exceed Three hundred pounds. 

Incorporated Com- IX. And whereas societies or companies incorporated by an Act of Parlia- 
established by charter in Ireland or in England, for the improvement 
Seiand empowered of land ill Ireland, or for reclaiming land in Ireland, may be desirous of 
to borrow Money applying for advances of money under the provisions of this Act and the Acts 
sioSr^^ herein recited, but doubts may arise whether such societies are within the 

provisions of the Acts herein recited, and whether they are authorized to 
borrow money, by reason of the absence of special authority in their Acts or 
charters of incorporation, or by reason of the powers to borrow therein con- 
tained not having arisen or being inapplicable to the securities which must be 
taken under the said recited Acts and tliis Act ; be it enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the trustees or directors of any such society or company 
incorporated by Act of Parliament or by Royal charter for the improvement 
of land in Ireland, or for reclaiming land in Ireland, to convene a special 
general meeting of the shareholders, with such notice as may be required by 
the respective Act or charter of incorporation, and specifying in such notice the 
object of such meeting, and to submit to such meeting a proposition for bor- 
rowing money under the provisions of this Act; and if the majority of the 
shareholders present at such meeting sliall authorize the directors to borrow a 
sum of money under the prmusious of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for 
the said Commissioners of Public Works, if they shall think fit, upon the 
application of the trustees or directors of such society or company, to advance 



any sum of money not exceeding the sum by such resolution of the special 
meeting authorized, upon the security hereinafter mentioned: and such 
trustees or directors shall and may mortgage, assign, or charge all or any 
part of the property of such society or company, or all or any of tire interests 
of such society or company in the leases of lands which they may have taken 
for the purpose of improvement, or the monies to arise from the sale, letting, or 
disposal of such lands, or any of them, for securing the repayment, according 
to the provisions of this Act, of the money so advanced, with interest, although 
such society or company may not have power, independently of tliis Act, to 
borrow money, or may have special powers of borrowing which shall not have 
arisen ; and the securities made under the provisions of this Act shall, so far 
as respects the property therein comprised, have priority over all mortgages or 
charges subsequent in date and registry, any provisions in the Acts or charters 
of incorporation of such societies or companies notwithstanding. 

Commissioners may X. And whereas, Under the said recited Acts of the first and second, and 
forLoa^Mn^^to Seventh years of the reign of King William the Fourth, all persons. 

Cases, without the save as therein excepted, to whom advances may be made for the use of any 
Bmd required by person or persons, body or bodies politic or corporate, or Company or Com- 
anci 6 & r W. 4, ’ panies in Ireland, or for any other purpose imder the provisions of said Acts, 
^re requifed, besides the securities in each case respectively therein directed to 
be taken before any advance shall he made in respect of any loan under the 
provisions of the said Acts or of either of them, to make and enter into, or 



cause some sufficient persons or person to the satisfaction of the said Com- 
missioners, to make and enter into a bond or obligation in writmg to the secre- 
tary for the time being of the said Commissioners, together with a warrant of 
attorney for confessing judgment thereon, binding the obligors or obligor 
therein named, their, his, or her heii*s, executors, or administrators in such 
penalty as the said Commissioners should direct, conditioned to be void, as in 
the said Acts mentioned ; and whereas it may be convenient that such bond and 
warrant oi attorney should be dispensed with in the case of bodi^ politic or 
corporate, or incorporated societies or Companies ; be it enacted, That it shall 
be lawful lor the said Commissioners, when they s^ll think lit, to receive ap- 
plications for and make any loan or advance, imder the provisions of the said 
recited Acts or this Act, to or for the use or in aid of any body or bodies politic 
or corporate, or incorporated society or Company, without requiring such bond 
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or warrant of attorney to be made or entered into as aforesaid ; and the said 
Commissioners may, if they shall think fit, in lieu thereof require such security 
imder the seal of any such body politic or corporate, or incorporated society or 
Company, for the due application of the money advanced, as they shall think 
fit; and the said Commissioners shall amend the regulations established by 
them imder the said Acts accordingly. 

XI. And be it enacted, That if default shall be made in the due application In case ofmisappii- 
of any instalment of any loan or advance made for the purpose of any such 

drainage, embankment, reclamation, or other improvement, or in case the party Loan^iothyporpose 
or person to whom any such loan or advance may have been so agreed to be agreed upon, the 
made, or if the person or persons entitled for the time being to the rents and ma™™cMerthe 
profits of the lands which may be the subject of such drainage, embankment, adrances made, or 
reclamation, or other improvement, shall omit or neglect to proceed with the 
completion of such drainage, embankment, reclamation, or other improvement, 
it shall and may be lawful for the said Commissioners to proceed for the 
recovery of any such instalment, loan, or advance, or any part thereof, with the 
interest due thereon, and to stop all further advances or loan in respect of such 
work, or it shall and may be lawful for the said Commissioners, or any person 
authorized by them for that purpose, if they shall so think fit, to enter upon 
such lauds, and proceed to complete the drainage, embankment, reclamation, or 
other improvement of such lands according to the original plan and specifica- 
tion which may have been agreed upon for the same, and out of the residue of 
the monies so agreed to be advanced by and then remaining in the hands of the 
said Commissioners to complete and finish such drainage, embankment, recla- 
mation, or other improvement ; and all monies so advanced and paid as last 
aforesaid by the said Commissioners shall be deemed and taken as part of the 
money agreed to be advanced by the said Commissioners, and secured and 
charged on such lands as aforesaid, and shall be repaid to the said Commis- 
sioners out of such lands, and out of the monies to be raised from such lands 
by means of such charge, grant, lease, mortgage, or demise, or other assurance 
as aforesaid. 

XII. And be it enacted. That in the construction of this Act (except where Definition cf terms 
the nature of the provision or the context of the Act shall exclude such con- this Act. 
struction) the word “ Land” shall extend to all arable, pasture, or otherwise 
profitable, and to all waste uncultivated land, whether bog land or land covered 

with water, and shaU also extend to messuages, tenements, and other heredita- 
ments, corporeal or incorporeal, and any estate or interest therein, and any un- 
divided i>art thereof; and the expression “Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury ” or “ Commissioners of the Treasury ” shall mean the said lastrmen- 
tioned Commissioners or any three or more of them ; and the expression “ the 
said Commissioners” shall mean the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland 
or any two or more of them (except where otherwise provided ) ; and the words 
“ Person or persons” shall extend to all bodies politic, corporate, or collegiate, 
and also all bishops, parsons, and other ecclesiastical persons, as to lands held 
by them in those respective characters, and to any number of persons associated 
together as a Company or partnership ; and the word “ County ” shall extend 
and be applied to all counties, counties of cities, and counties of towns ; and 
the expression “ High Court of Chancery or Chancery ” shall extend to and 
include the equity side of the Court of Exchequer ; and the word “ Master ” 
shall extend to and include the Remembrancer ; and every word importing the 
singular number only shall extend and be applied to several persons or things 
as well as one person or thing ; and every word importing the plural number 
shall extend and be applied to one person or thing as well as several persons 
or things ; and every word importing the masculine gender only shall extend 
and be applied to a female as well as a male. 

XIII. And be it enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Act may 
any Act to be passed in this present session of Parliament. KseaSom ’ 
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Gr&nd Juries in 
Ireland may, at Iht 
Spring Assizes of 
this 'i ear, appoint 
Places and Times 
for holding 
Exiraordihaiy 
Presentment 
Sessions for tlie 
Purposes of this 
Act. 



All Justices 
required to attend 
and, with the Ce=^s- 
pavers associated 
with them, to hold 
such Sessions for 
the Purposes of this 
Act at the Times 
and Places 
appointed by ihe 
Grand Jury. 



How Sessions are 
to be constituted. 



Provisions ofO & " 
W. 4, c. II6, 
relative to Special 
Presentment 
Sessions to extend 
to Sessions held 
under this Act. 



' Anno Nono Victoriae Re^inffi. 

Cap. II. — An Act to authorize Grand Juries in Ireland, at the Spring 
Assizes of the present Year, to appoint Extraordinary Presentment Sessions ; 
to empower such Sessions to make Presentment for County Works, and to pro- 
vide Funds for the Execution of such Works ; and also to provide for the more 
prompt Payment of Contractors for Works under Grand Jury Presentments in 
Ireland. — {5th March, 1846.) 

Whereas by reason of an extensive failure of the potato crop of the last season 
in Ireland, it is expedient to facilitate and encourage the employment of the poor 
in public works during the approaching summer ; Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, that it shall be lawful for the several grand juries 
assembled for the despatch of fiscal business at the spring assizes of this year in 
every count}', county of a city, or county of a town in Ireland, the county of the 
city of Dublin excepted, if they shall respectively think fit, to appoint by present- 
ment certain places within their i*espective counKes (videlicet, one in and for each 
barony or half barony, to be called the Extraordinary Baronial Presentment Ses- 
sions, and one for each county of a city or county of a town, or in and for such 
barony or baronies, half barony or half baronies only, as they shall think fit,) where, 
and certain times, the first thereof not being later than thirty days from the day of 
the opening of the commission at such spring assizes, when extraordinary pre- 
sentment sessions shall be holden for the purposes of this Act ; and the said several 
grand juries, save in a county of a city or county of a town, shall by such present- 
ment also appoint an extraordinary presentment sessions for the county to be holden 
either in the county court house or such other court house or place as such grand 
juries may deem most convenient, which sessions shall be called the extraordinary 
county presentment sessions, and shall be appointed to be held as soon as conve- 
niently may be after the last of such extraordinary baronial presentment sessions as 
aforesaid ; and every such presentment shall appoint the hours of the day between, 
which such sessions shall be respectively holden, and public notice thereof shall be 
forthwith given and posted at the usual places for posting public notices ; and it 
shall be lawful for eveiy such grand jury at such spring assizes to direct by pre- 
sentment what number of copies of the schedules of applications to be made at each 
sucli extraordinary presentment sessions shall be printed and distributed by the 
secretary of tiie grand jury. 

II. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for every justice of the 
peace in and for any county, county of a city, county of a town, or city and county 
in Ireland, not being a stipendiary magistrate, to attend, and all such justices are 
hereby required to assemble, and with the cess-payers associated ^rith them respect- 
ively, as hereinafter appointed, to hold such extraordinary baronial and county pre- 
sentment sessions respectively for the purposes of this Act in such place or places, 
and at such time or times, within any and every such county, county of a city, or 
county of a town, as the grand jury of the same at such spring assizes shall have 
appointed for the holding of such extraordinary sessions. 

III. And be it enacted, That the justices or justice present at every such extra- 
ordinary baronial presentment sessions, together with the number of cess-payers 
uhich shall have been appointed by the grand jury at such spring assizes to be 
associated wth the justices at the ordinary presentment sessions to be holden next 
after such spring assizes for the purposes of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh 
years of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled " An Act 
to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the presentment of public money by 
grand juries in Ireland,” for the barony or half barony, county of a city or county 
of a town, in which such extraordinary baronial presentment sessions shall be 
holden, shall constitute such last-mentioned sessions ; and that all and every the 
provisions contained in the said recited Act of the sixth and seventh years of the 
reign of the said king William the Fourth relative to the selection of a chairman 
and of the cess-payers to be associated with such justices or justice at presentment 
sessions, and to their respective powers, duties, and authorities, shall, as far as the 
same are applicable, extend to all extraordinary baronial presentment sessions to 
be held under this Act, and to tije proceedings to be had thereat ; and that all and 
every the provisions contained in the said recited Aci relating to the declarations 
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to be made by the justices aud cess-payers respectively who shall act at any pre- 
sentment sessions, and relating to notices or to applications for works, whether by 
the county surveyor or other person or persons, and to the lodgment of such appli- 
cations, and to the manner in ndiich every such application shall be made, dealt 
with, and decided upon, and to the duties of the secretary of the grand jury with 
respect to the same, and also relating to specifications of proposed works, and to 
applotments by the county treasurer of the several sums required by sucb applica- 
tions, aud also relating to the powers, duties, and authorities of the secretaries of 
grand juries, county surveyors, clerks of the crown, and clerks of the peace, and all 
other officer’s respectively, shall, as amended by an Act passed in the seventh year 
of the reign of his said late majesty King William the Fourth, intituled “ An Act ■ 
to amend an Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of his present majesty, * 
for consolidating and amending the laws relating to the presentment of public 
money by grand juries in Ireland,” as far as the same are applicable or maybe 
necessary for carrying out the provisions of this Act, and not inconsistent with such 
provisions, extend to all proceedings respectively to be had under the provisions of 
this Act in as full and ample a manner to all intents and purposes as if the same 
were herein repeated and enacted, unless where other provisions are hereby substi- 
tuted; and furtiier that the said justices or justice and cess-payers shall sit de die 
in diem until all the business which may come before them shall be concluded ; 
provided that in any such declaration to be made by any such justice or cess-payer 
the title of this Act shall be inserted together with the title of the said Act of the 
sixtli and seventh years of King William the Fourth. 

IV. And be it enacted, That the justices and cess-payers associated at each 
extraordinary baronial presentment sessions shall select one of the said cess-payers 
for every barony for which such sessions are appointed, to be associated with the 
justices of the county as a member of the extraordinary county presentment 
sessions ; and the secretary of the grand juiy shall make out a list of the persons 
so chosen at each such baronial sessions, and shall forthwith notify tiie same and 
the day appointed for such county sessions to them, and shall read out the same 
list previous to the appointment of the chairman for the extraordinary county pre- 
sentment sessions; and the person so chosen shall, together w'ith the justices 
as aforesaid, form the extraordinary county presentment sessions; and every such 
justice or cess-payer shall make a like declaration respectively, as in the case of 
extraordinary baronial presentment sessions is provided. 

V. And be it enacted, That all applications for works, the expense whereof it 
may be proposed as aforesaid to levy off any barony, shall be made at sucb baronial 
presentment sessions as shall be holden for sucb barony, and that such applications 
shall be for any one or other of the following matters, and no others ; (that is to 
say,) the lowering a hill or filling a hollow, or both, on any public road, aud the 
making a road thereon with stones and gravel, the building, i-ebuilding, repairing, 
enlarging any bridge, the cost of which shall not exceed fifty pounds, or any pipe, 
arch, or gullet, built of stoues or brick or wood under or on any such road, or filling 
or gravelling over any such bridge, arch, pipe, or gullet, or for building or repair- 
ing any wall or part of a wall necessary to the support of, or to prevent any steep 
hank of earth from falling upon, any such road, or in erecting any fence, railing, 
or wall for the protection of travellers from dangerous precipices or holes lying on 
the side of any public road, the widening of any public road to a breadth not 
more than forty feet, the gravelling, macadamizing, paving, fencing, repairing, or 
otherwise improving any part of any public road, filling up grips or trenches on 
any public road, making sufficient fences instead thereof, the filling dikes or holes 
on the sides of any public road, or for making, widening, or deepening, drains on 
the side of any such road, and carrying off the water therefrom, the making, or 
repairing of the footpaths along the side of any county road, and the making or 
repairing of any sewer or channel along the side of any part of a public road 
lying within any town or village. 

VI. And be it enacted, That at each extraordinary baronial presentment sessions 
to be holden as herein-before provided, the justices and cess-payers associated in 
the business of such sessions shall take into consideration all such applications as 
may be laid before them in manner aforesaid, and examine into the posting or 
serving of the notices of all such applications, when a notice shall he necessary, 
and into the merits of such applications, and the conformity thereof with the pro- 
visions of the said recited Acts and this Act ; and the said justices and cess-payers 
shall after such examination decide by majority of voices upon every such application. 



r W. 4, 8s l Viot. 
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and whetlier the same ought to be adopted or rejected, and whether wholly or in 
part, or conditionally, in the event of the expense thereof not exceeding a certain 
specified sum, and what modification thereof, if any, may be proper ; and if such 
justices and cess-payers shall approve of any proposed work, either wholly or in 
part, or conditionally, or of any modification thereof, they shall, where necessary, 
save in the case of applications herein-after otherwise provided for, direct the 
county surveyor to prepare a proper form of tender for the execution of the 
same, together with such specifications, maps, plans, sections, or elevations as may 
be necessary, expressing the nature and extent of such works, and, if the sessions 
shall so direct, the quantity per perch, and the description of the materials proper 
to be employed in performing and executing the same, and the term within which 
such work ought to be completed, and such other particulars as said justices and 
cess-payers shall tlunk fit ; and such chairman shall endorse all applications accord- 
ingly which shall be adopted and approved, and sign his name thereto, and deli\'er 
all such applications so endorsed to tlie secretary of the grand jury; and such sur- 
veyor shall deliver such form of tender, specifications, maps, plans, sections, or 
elevations in respect of the ^vork to w'hich each application shall relate as soon 
thereafter as the same can be conveniently prepared to the secretary of the grand 
jury ; and the said justices and cess-payers shall adjourn such sessions until some 
day not sooner than fourteen days after the day fixed for the extraordinary county 
presentment sessions. 

VII. And be it enacted, That so soon as may be possible after the extraor- 
dinary baronial presentment Sessions shall have been hoMen at all the places and 
times appointed therefor in any such county, the secretary of the Grand Jury 
shall prepare and make Schedules of the contents of all applications approved of 
wholly or in part, and which may have been delivered to him for such purpose 
by the chairmaii at each such sessions ; videlicet, one Schedule for each barony of 
all such applications for works proposed to be levied upon eacli such barony, 
arranging ail sucli applications in alphabetical order, and noting on the face of each 
Schedule the particulars of the decision of the Extraordinary Baronial Present- 
ment Sessions on each application; and such secretary shall forthwith cause 
copies of such Schedules to be printed and distnbuted in such manner as shall 
liave been authorized and directed by such Grand Jury Presentment as herein 
provided ; and the said secretary shall on the day when the Extraordinary 
County Presentment Sessions shall be assembled as herein directed deliver one 
copy of the siiid printed Schedules, together with the several printed applications, 
with any specifications, maps, plans, sections, or elevations of the works to which 
such, application shall relate, which shall have been prepared by the county 
surveyor, annexed thereto, to the chairman of such sessions ; and the said secretary 
shall keep another copy of the said Schedules in his office for the inspection of 
the public during three complete days at least immediately before the day when 
such sessions shall be first as.sembled. 

VIII. And be it enacted. That the justices and cess-payers at such Extra- 
ordinary County Presentment Sessions shall at the time appointed proceed to 
transact all busiuess relating to public works and contracts within the county, 
and to consider and decide upon all applications which shall he made for works, 
as herein-before provided, in the order in which the same shall be entered in the 
Schedule to be prepared as aforesaid, where they may deem it necessary, lessening 
the amount or altering the time for executing each work, and examining all maps, 
plans, estimates, and specifications relating to each application ; ami the said 
county sessions shall be attended by the secretary of the Grand Jury, and by the 
county surveyor or surveyors, and shall hear and receive and direct to be read 
aloud in open court, the several reports and cei-tificates of such surveyor or sur- 
veyors, and shall have povyer and authority at their discretion to receive and obtain 
{tJl legal and pertinent evidence which shall be tendered to them for or against the 
making any presentment, or in anywise relating thereto, or concerning any public 
work authomed to be executed under this Act, or any contract for or iu respect 
ot any or the matters aforesaid ; and such Extraordinaiw County Presentment 
Sessions are hereby authorized and empoivered, if they shall think fit, to make 
presentments for ail or any of the works, and the expense thereof, hereby 
authorized to be applied for, and for which an application shall have been made 
and approved, either wliolly or in part, at the Extraordinary Baronial Presentment 
Sessions as herein-before provided, _ and specifying in all such presentments the 
maximum amount which shall be raised for the execution of any such work, and 
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the barony off which such amount is to be raised, and the said County Presentment 
Sessions shall sit de die in diem until all the business which may come before 
them of the nature hereby described be despatched ; and every such presentment 
so made by such county sessions shall be as valid and effectual for the purposes 
of thisAct as if the same had been duly presented by the Grand Jury, and hatted 
by the Court at any Assizes. 

IX. And be it enacted, That the secretary of the Grand Jury shall immediately seevefary of the 

after the conclusion of such County Presentment Sessions, upon being furnished by Grand Jury to 
the county surveyor with the specification or form of tender for the execution of ^td^ess to*receivc 
any such vrorh as aforesaid, and the maps, plans, sections, and elevations belonging Tenders aad Pro- 
thereto notify by public advertisement or otherwise, in the usual manner as such such 

county sessions shall have directed, his readiness to receive sealed tenders and Works, and that 
proposals for the execution of such work during such period as shall have been Forms of such 
appointed for the reception of the same, and the time to which the Extraordinary had hiToffice. 
Baronial Presentment Sessions respectively has adjourned for the opening of such 

tenders and proposals, and that forms thereof may be obtained at his oflSce or 
elsewhere ; and such secretaiy shall accordingly cause to be printed and prepared 
a sufficient number of forms of such tenders and proposals, and furnish to any 
person who shall demand the same, a copy thereof, receiving therefor the rea- 
sonable cost of preparing the same, not exceeding the sum of three-pence, and 
also take such other Jiieans as such County Presentment Sessions shall direct for 
placing such forms within reach of persons who may have occasion to use them ; Tenders to be 
and each of such tenders and proposals shall be returned to him sealed, or in delivered in sealed, 
an envelope, and shall contain a statement of the lowest sum for which the 
paidy making such proposal is willing to contract for the perfonnance of the 
work or works specified and described in such notification, and shall be subscribed 
with the name, description, and residence of the party so desirous to enter into 
such contract, and also the names, descriptions and residences of not less than two 
sufficient persons willing to be bound jointly and severally ^vitli him for the due 
and faithful performance of the said contract, within the time and in the manner 
thereby prescribed, in a penal sum double the amount of the said sum mentioned 
in such tenders and proposals if the said sum shall not exceed one thousand 
pounds, but if such sum shall exceed one thousand pounds, then in a penal sum 
exceeding the sum mentioned in such tenders and proposals by one thousand 
pounds in addition thereto; and all maps, plans, sections, and specifications 
relating to any such work prepared by the county surveyor shall be open to public 
inspection in the office of such secretary without fee or reward. 

X. And be it enacted. That at the Meeting of each such adjourned extraordina^ At the adjourned 
baronial presentment sessions as aforesaid the secretary of the grand jury shall in 

open court produce, duly numbered and arranged, and with the seals unbroken, all Tenders shall be' 
the tenders and proposals which may have been delivered to him, and shall open opened and dealt - 
consecutively all those relating to the same public work; and so soon as the lowest 
proposal made for the performance of each such work shall be ascertained, the 
party making such proposal and his surety shall be called, and if the said party 
and his sureties shall appear, and shall satisfy the justices and cess-payers at such 
baronial sessions, upon oath or otherwise, of the si^ciency and ability of each and 
every of them to answer and make good the penalty herein-before specified for the 
nonperformance of such contract, and that such proposal has not been made for 
any unfair or fraudulent purpose, and shall thereupon enter into security for the 
due performance of such contract, conditioned in such penalty as aforesaid, in the 
manner and subject to the provisions in the said recited Act of the sixth and 
seventh yeai-s of King William the Fourth directed and contained, such proposal 
shall be accepted, and the party making the same shall be declared entitled to 
execute the work to which such proposal may refer, unless there shall appear some 
reason for rejecting it ; but if the party making such proposal, and bis sureties, 
shall not appear when called, or shall fail to satisfy the justices and cess-payers at 
such sessions in anv of the particulars aforesaid, or shall decline to enter into such 
security as aforesaid, or if such Presentment Sessions shall see cause to reject it, 
then and in such case the proposal of the party making default as aforesaid shall 
be deemed null and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and the next low- 
est proposal shall be ascertained and dealt with in the same manner, and so on till 
the said security shall be entered into, and the contract duly completed : Provided app^ved 

always, that if no proposal shall be made in respect of any work within the time ofbyStisions, 
limited for receiving snch proposals, or if no proposal or tender shall approved 
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of by sucb Presentment Sessions, it shall and may be lawful for the said Present- 
ment Sessions, if they think proper, to give such work in charge to the county sur- 
veyor, with po■^ver to expend a sum not exceeding the maximum fixed as aforesaid ; 
and such county surveyor shall cause such ivork to be executed, and shall account 
for the execution thereof to the Grand Jury at the following assizes. 

Form of Secwity. XI. And he it enacted, That such security so to be entered into by contractors 
under this Act, and their sureties, shall be a recognizance to Her Majesty, Her 
heirs and successors, and of like force, validity, and effect as other recognizances 
made to the Queen’s Majesty; and at such adjourned Baronial Presentment Ses- 
sions any justices present, or the chairman, are and is hereby authorized to take 
such recognizance, and the secretary of the Grand Jury shall prepare the same, and 
come provided therewith, so as to prevent delay ; and the expense of preparing the 
same, not exceedmg sixpence, shall be defrayed by the party or parties entering 
thereinto; and sudi recognizance shall be preserved in custody of such secretary 
until the condition of such recognizance shall have been fulfilled, and shall then be 
delivered up to the contractor or contractors therein named, or to any pei-son by 
him or them duly authorized, to be cancelled. 

Secret*ry of the XII. And be it enacted. That the secretary of the Grand Jury shall have charge 
keTpaB^SS ^11 such contracts as aforesaid, and shall provide and keep a book in which he 
Particular of Con- shall insert an abstract of all sucb contracts, setting out the names of the several 
contractors, and the particulars of each contract; and all contracts so entered m 
Schedufes^&c numbered ; and every sucb book shall have an alphabetical index 

referring to the number of each contract; and such secretary of the Grand Jury 
shall, as soon as may be afterwards, prepare schedules of all applications so contracted 
for, approved of and presented for as aforesaid, and cause the same to be printed and 
distributed in the same manner as he is by the said recited Act of the sixth and seventh 
years of the reign of King William the Fourth required to do with respect to appli- 
cations approved of at Presentment Sessions, and shall immediately thereafter 
deliver all such applications so presented for to the clerk of the crown for the county, 
county of the city, or county of the town to which they shall relate, who shall preserve 
the same, and within seven days after such delivery deliver to the treasurer of such 
county, county of a city, or county of a town, without fee or reward, a copy thereof, 
attested upon oath, and signed by himself ; and, sucb treasurer shall return the 
same to the foreman of the Grand Jury at the time when they shall be first impan- 
Powers of former nelled at the ensuing summer assizes ; and all and every the powers, authorities, or 
Acts applied. provisions given or contained in the said recited Acts in relation to works or the 
execution of the same, and the raising and levying the expense of the same, shall, 
as far as the same are applicable, and not inconsistent with this Act, extend and be 
applied in relation to the works to be executed under this Act, or ti the raising 
or levying money for the payment of the expense of the same ; and the several 
forms in the schedule to the said first-recited Act contained shall be used and ap- 
plied, or altered and made applicable, as occasion may requii’e, in or in relation to 
the several proceedings under this Act. 

XIII. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the commissioners 
ofLoan in respect of of Her Slajesty’s treasury, on application to them in that behalf, to make advances, 
Works approved of. not exceeding in the whole the sum of one hundred thousand pounds, by way of 
loan, at such rate of interest, not exceeding the rate of five pounds per centum per 
annum, as they shall think tit, out of the growing produce of the consolidated 
fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, arising in Ireland, 
to defray the expense of any public work or works, the execution of which 
shall have been approved of and presented under the provisions herein in that 
behalf contained, or of any work presented for by a grand jury under the 
provisions of any Acts relating to the presentment of public money by grand 
juries in Ireland, save any gaol, court-house, hospital, infirmary, or bridge, 
the cost of which bridge shall exceed fifty pounds ; and that when and so soon 
as any application for such works as aforesaid shall have been duly certified 
to the said Commissioners of the treasury by the acting clerk of the crown to have 
been duly approved of, and presented according to the provisions of any of the said 
last-mentioned Acts or of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the said commis- 
sioners from time to time to make, upon the credit of such application so approved 
Monies advanced to of and presented as aforesaid, tiny advance they may think fit ; and that any such 

^ t^Trea- advaucefl under the authority of this Act shall be delivered or ptiid by such 

shall ’ officer or person and in sucb manner as the said Commissioners shall think tit, and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



263 



by such instalments as may be necessary, to the treasurer of the county, county of account for the 
a city, or county of a town in which the works in respect of which such advances 
shall be made shall have been or are intended to be executed, and shall be acc(»unted 
tor by him in like ma,nner ^ any other monies by him received for the use of such 
county, county of a city, or county of a town, and all securities given or to be given 
by him or on his behalf shall extend to such money ; and every such treasurer “shall 
also Irom time to time, and at all times when thereunto required by the said Com- 
missioners ol Her Majesty’s Treasury, furnish to the said Commissioners as they 
may direct, an account of all his disbursements and receipts in respect of such 
advances. ^ 



XIV. And be it enacted, That the treasurer of each county, county of a city, or ' 
county of a town, shall deliver to the chairman of such extraordinary county \ 
presentment sessions, or extraordinary presentment sessions, on the assembling i 
thereof, a list, signed by himself, of all presentments made at the then last assizes ' 
lor such couuty, county of a city, or county of a town, and of all queries remaining ‘ 
undischarged m respect of grand jury presentments for such county, county of a < 
city, or county of a town, and the amount of the county funds then in his hands or ^ 
invested m exchequer bills for or on behalf of the said county; and the secretary | 
or each grand jury shall deliver to such chairman a list, signed by himselij of all ] 
contacts theretofore entered into by such grand jury, on foot of which any sums 
shall appear to be due, setting out the names of the several contractors, the parti- 
culars ot each contract, and in the case of roads the places whence and to which each 
road contracted for leads, and where each road under charge of a contractor com- 
mences and ends, or the names of the occupiers of the adjoining lands, and the 
number of perches of road included in such contract, and the rate per perch and' 
the whole annual sum which each contractor is to be paid, and tlie period for ivhich 
each contract is made. 



XV. And be it enacted, That in cases where the cost of executing any public Advances may be 
work shall exceed twenty pounds it shall and may he lawful for the justices, or TcMlncSS 
justice and cess-payers, at any such extraordinary county presentment sessions, or, in exeecding Three 
the case of a county of a city or county of a town, at the meeting of tlie extra- Work!'’ 
ordinary presentment sessions, to authorize the treasurer of the county, county of 

the city, or county of a town, out of any funds applicable to the purpose, to advance 
from time to time during the execution of the ivork to the county surveyor to whom 
any work shall be given in charge as aforesaid, or to the contractor for any such 
county work applied for and presented under this Act, or presented under any other 
Act for the regulation of grand jury presentments in Ireland, upon his application, 
any sum or sums not exceeding in the whole three-fourths of the cost of such work ; 
provided that no such advances shall be made by such treasurer unless such appli- 
cation shalTbe accompanied by a certificate attached thereto, and signed bv the 
county surveyor, that more than the sura applied for by such contracto^r, in addition 
to any previous advances made to him for such work, has been Mrly and honestly 
expended upon it conformably to the contract. 

XVI. And be it enacted, That any person who may have contracted for the Contractora to pro- 
execution of any work under this Act, or under the said recited Act of the sixth Certificate 
and seventh years of King William the Fourth, or any Act amending the same, save 

in the case of any gaol, court-house, hospital, infirmary, or auy bridge, the cost of pletion of theWork. 

which bridge shall exceed fifty pounds, may, on the completion of the work for 

which he may have contracted, if completed within the present year, give notice 

thereof by post, addressed to the county survej-or at liis office, who shall, ‘either by 

himself or his assktants, within fifteen days from the receipt of such notice, examine 

the work so represented to be completed, and in case he shall be fully satisfied of 

the due execution of such work, hut not otherwise, shall grant his certificate of 

approval thereof to such contractor, which certificate shall set forth the amount to 

he paid, and the description or number of the contract on account of which payment 

is to be made. 

-And be it enacted. That the treasurer of such county shall thereupon, Ob Production of 
upon the production to him ot such certificate, give to the person entitled to such Cenifi^e to 
payment a draft for the amount thereof, which draft shall contain a specification of Lrer beTsLii'^ve 
the purposes for which the same shall have been drawn, and of the person to whom ^ Dfaftfor the 
it is payable, and when so signed it shall be the authority for the bankers in whose thereof, 

bank the county funds may be deposited to pay the amount thereof, any thing in an ^ 

Act of the first and second years of Her present Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act 
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to amend an Act of tlie last session of Parliament, for providing more effectual 
means to make treasurers of counties and counties of cities in Ireland account for 
public monies, and to secure the same, to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding; 
and such draft shall be as valid to all intents and purposes as any draft for the 
payment of any money given under the said last-mentioned Act; provided that after 
the expiration of this year the contractors for any such works shall make application 
for and receive payment, subject to the provisions and regulations of the Acts 
relating to the presentment of public monies by grand juries in Ireland. 

P‘‘?sentment for XVlII. And be it enacted. That the treasurer of every county, county of a city, 
nn ing, c. couutv of a town in which this Act shall come into operation shall include in his 

account, to be furnished to the respective Grand Jury at the next Summer Assizes, 
tlie cost of all copj’ing, printing, and other proceedings of a like nature required 
under the provisions of this Act, who shall, at such next Summer Assizes, and they 
are hereby required to present, to be levied off the county at large, such sum as 
shall be necessary to defray the same, and shall also present, to be levied off the 
county at large, to be paid to the secretary of the Grand Jury, and to the county 
smTeyor or his assistants, such sums of money as shall be actually incurred by them 
respectively for their expenses out of pocket in or in respect of their respective 
attendance at any such extraordinary presentment sessions as lierein provided. 
Treasurv\fb™re- XIX. And be it enacted. That the monies so from time to time to be advanced, 
paidby compuisorj- pursuant to the provisions of this Act, by the commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Presentment. treasury, for the execution of any such pul3lic w’orks in any county, county of a 
city, or county of a town, or city and county, shall be repaid by grand jury pre- 
sentments at such time or times and in such manner and with such interest (not 
exceeding the rate aforesaid) as the said commissioners of the treasury shall appoint 
and direct ; and the said commissioners shall from time to time cause to be certified 



to the secretary of the grand jury of each such county, county of a city, and county 
of a town the money so to he repaid ; and each such secretary shall lay such cer- 
tificate before the grand jury of such county, county of a city, or county of a tow'n 
at the next assizes or presenting term after he shall receive the same; and it sliall 
be lawful for every such grand jury and they are hereby required to present the 
sum mentioned in every such certificate to be raised either off the county at large 
or off the respective baronies or half baronies in respect whereof the w'orks for 
which any such monies shall be so advanced by the said commissioners shall have 
been presented by the extraordinary county presentment sessions as hereinbefore 
directed, or off the county of the city or comity of the town, as the case may be; 
and tlie treasurer of such county, county of a city, or county of a town shall pay 
the sum so presented when and as l)y him received to such bank or person, and to 
In ease the Grand account or in such manner, as the said Commissioners of tlie treasury shall 

Jnry fail to present, direct: provided always, that it the grand jury of any county, county of a citj^, or 
county of a town shall fail to present the sura or any part thereof contained in any 
such certificate, the treasurer of such county, county of a city, or county of a town 
shall and he is hereby required to insert such sum or such omitted part thereof in 
his warrant for raising tlie monies presented at the same assize as if such sum had 
been duly presented by such grand jury to be raised off the county at large, or 
county ot a city, or county of a town, as the case may be, and the same shall be 
raised and levied off such county, county of a city, or county of a town, accordingly 
as if the same had been so presented, and the said treasurer shall pay over the 
amount when by him received as hereinbefore provided in the case of such money 
being presented ; and all the _ provisions of the said recited Act of the Sixth and 
Seventy Years of His late Majesty King William the Fourth with reference to the 
raising, applotmept, coDection, levy, or recovery of grand jury cess shall, as far as 
Treasurer to paf applicable, apply to such sums of money so inserted in such war- 

into Bank all Ad- I'ant ; provided also, that in all cases in which any of such monies shall have been 
frarn'cSSS by the said commissioners for or on account of any works for wliicli pre- 

sentment shall have been theretofore made by a grand jury, the treasurer of the 
respective county, county of a city, or county of a town, shall &om time to time 
pay to such bank or person as the said commissioners shall direct all such sums as 
shall from time to time he received by him from the baronial or other collectors hy 
virtue of the presentment on account of which such money shall have been ad- 
vanced, until the whole sum so advanced shall be repaid, 
w StoureS in That every contractor for the execution of any county 

Money and not in 'vvoi'k shall pay his labourers or artificers in money, and at intervals of not more 
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than fourteen days ; aud if any contractor shall directly or indirectly attempt to 
persuade or induce any labourer in the employment of such contractor to take 
goods in lieu of such wages, or to expend his wages in any particulai- shop, or tor 
any particular purpose, he shall be liable to be summoned before the justices assem- 
bled at any petty sessions, on conrplaint of the party aggrieved, or any other person, 
and such justices are hereby authorized to hear such complaint, and adjudicate 
thereon; and it such contractor shall be convicted tiiereof he shall forfeit and pay 
such sum not exceeding five pounds as to such justices shall seem fit; and if any 
contractor shall neglect to pay any labourer in his employment, at intervals of not 
more than fourteen days, all wages that may be due to him, save and except the 
wages of one whole week, he shall be liable to be summoned before the justices 
assembled at any petty sessions, on complaint of the party aggrieved, for recovery 
of any wages or money payable to any person employed by him in the execution of 
such works, so as the sum demanded shall not exceed six pounds, and such justices 
assembled as aforesaid are hereby authorized and required to hear such complaint, 
and adjudicate thereon, and it shall be no defence to sucii complaint that such con- 
tractor has not himself received any payment on foot of his contract, and the deci- 
sion of such justices shall be final; aud the sum adjudged to be due shall be levied 
by warrant of distress, under hand and seal of any two such justices, off the goods 
and chattels of such contractor. 

XXL And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for each grand jury at such 
spring assizes to exercise the powers given to them by this Act after and uotwith- 
standing that ?Ier Majesty’s commission at such assizes shall have been opened, 
anything in the said Act passed in the Sixth aud Seventh Years of the reign of 
His late Majesty King William the Fourtli, or any Act or Acts notwithstanding. 

XXII, And be it enacted, That in any and every case in which it shall happen 
that the spring assizes in and for any such county, county of a city, or county of a 
town shall have been concluded, or that the grand jury at such assizes respectively 
shall have been discharged, before the passing of this Act, or before any such grand 
jury shall have received sufficient notice of the passing of the same, it shall and 
may be lawful for the sheriff of such county, county of a city, or county of a 
town, and such sheriff is hereby authorized aud required, in case he shall receive a 
direction by warrant, to be issued from time to lime as may be necessary, under the 
hand of the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland so to 
do, to summon the several and respective persons 'who shall have served as grand 
jurors upon the grand jury at such spring assizes of the present year for such 
county, county of a city, or county of a town to re-assemble and attend for the 
purposes of this Act at the usual place of holding assizes upon a day by such 
sheriff to be fixed, not later than ten daj'S from the day on which such sheriff shall 
have received such ^varrant as aforesaid ; aud such persons so summoued are hereby 
required to come and appear agreeably to the exigency of such summons, 
under the like penalties and subject to the like forfeiture of issues as persons here- 
tofore summoned to appear aud serve on grand juries at any assizes in Ireland ; 
and on tlie day and at the place appointed for such attendance such sheriff shall 
attend and proceed to call such grand jurors, and the clerk of the Crown or his 
deputy shall attend at such time and place, and take a list of all such grand jurors 
so attending; but in case twelve such grand jurors should not be so in attendance 
it shall be lawful ibr such sheriff to call and summon to be associated with such 
grand jurors attending such number of other persons whose attendance can be pro- 
cured, and whose names shall have been on the grand jury panel for such spring 
assizes,- as will be sufficient with such first-named grand juroi-s attending to make 
up a number not less than twelve and not exceeding twenty-three ; and such 
grand jurors so attending, not being less than twelve in number, or, as the case may 
he, such grand jurors so attending together with such, other persons associated 
•with them, shall have all the powers and authorities hereby given to the respective 
grand juries at the spring assizes of this year for appointing any such Extraordi- 
nary Presentment Sessions as herein provided ; and it shall be lawful for them, 
if they shall respectively so think fit, twelve of them at the least assenting, by a 
Presentment, to appoint such Extraordinary Presentment Sessions respectively, 
and the times and places for holding the same, and the several matters relating to 
the same, as herein-before provided ; and any such Extraordinary Presentment 
Sessions so appointed shall be as valid, and have all such powers and authorities, 
and be subject to such provisions, as if the same had been appointed by the grand 



Goods, and at In- 
tervals of not more' 
than Fourteen Days. 



Grand Jury at such 
Spring Assizes 
may exercise the 
Powers herein 
given, after the 
(Jommission has 
been opened. 

If the Spring 
Assizes shall be 
concluded before 
the passing of this 
Act, or before due 
Notice of it, Grand ' 
Juries may be 
re-assembled. 
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In Counties of 
Cities orTo'^rns the 
First Extraordinary 
Presentment Ses- 
sions to have the 
Powers herein given 
to Extraordinary 
County Sessions. 



Interpretation of 
Act. 



Couoly Surveyors 
to assist in Worlcs 
direcjed by the 
Lord Lieutenant. 



Alteration of Act 



jury at such spring assizes under the provisions of this Act herein-before contained ; 
provided that the time to be so appointed for holding the First Extraordinary 
Baronial Presentment Sessions in each county, county oi a city, or county of a town 
shall not be later than thirty days from the days so fixed for the respective grand 
juries to re-assemble. 

XXIII. Provided always, and be it enafted. That in the case of any cou n 
of a city or county of a town the extraordinary presentment sessions to be held for 
the same respectively under the provisions of this Act shall, in addition to the other 
powers and authorities hereby given to any extraordinary baronial presentment 
sessions, have and exercise at their first meeting all the powers and authorities 
hereby given to any extraordinary county presentment sessions ; and no such extra- 
ordinary county presentment sessions shall be held for any such county of a city or 
county of a town under this Act, save such respective extraordinary presentment 
sessions for such county of a city or county of a town in this provision and before 
mentioned, and the adjournment thereof respectively as herein-before directed ; and 
in the construction of this Act, unless the context or the nature of the case shall 
exclude such construction, the expression “Extraordinary Baronial Presentment 
Sessions,” or “ Baronial Sessions,” shall, in the case ol a county of a city or 
county of a town, mean and include such extraordinary presentment sessions for 
such county of a city or county of a town respectively, or the adjournment thereof, 
hereby provided; and the word “Treasurer” shall, as to the county of Dublin, 
mean and include tlie finance Committee; and the words “Assizes” or “Spring 
Assizes” shall, as to the said comity of Dublin, mean and include the “ Presenting 
Term.’' 

XXIV. And whereas it may become necessary and expedient to provide further 
employment for tlie labouring poor of Ireland during the approaching summer and 
autumn, by the execution of works otlier than those presented for by the respective 
grand juries of the counties wherein such further works shall be required; and in 
order to assist in and facilitate the due execution thereof it is desirable that the 
several county surveyors and their assistants, within their respective counties, sliould 
superintend such works, either wholly or in part, and subject to such orders and 
directions as may from time to time be issued to them by the Lord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, or by the 
commissioners of public works in Ireland; be it therefore enacted, that the several 
county surveyors in Ireland, and their assistants, do and shall at all times, from and 
after the passing of this Act, and until the thirty-first day of December next, or 
until the respective works in this provision mentioned shall be completed, in addi- 
tion to all their other duties, obey, perform, and execute, either alone or conjointly 
with or subject to the direction of any other person or persons to be appointed for 
that purpose by the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, all such orders and directions as the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, for the time being, or the commissioners of 
public works, shall from time to time issue aud transmit to them or any of them 
respecting the planuiiig, laying out, superintending, or overseeing auy such work or 
works within their respective counties as shall be specified in and by such orders 
or directions, or the disbursing any such sum or sums of money which shall be 
placed at his or their disposal for that purpose, whether such works shall be of a 
public or private nature, and do and shall from time to time, and as olten as he or 
they shall be so required, report to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland, or to the said commissioners of public works, how and in 
what manner he or they shall have executed such orders and directions, ;ind dis- 
bursed such sum or sums of money so to be issued and transmitted to him or them 
as aforesaid. 

XXV. And be it enacted. That this Act may be amended or repealed by any 
Act to be passed in this present session of Parliament. 
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Mr. Pennefathee to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, February 11, 1846. 

I AJf desired by the Lord-Lieutenaut to transmit, for the consideration 
of the Lords of the Treasury, the accompanying copy of a Report of the 9th 
instant from the Commissioners of Public Works, and to state that his Excel- 
lency recommends that their Lordships should give the necessary authority for 
the execution of the works suggested by the Commissioners. 



Enclosure. 

The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Pennef-^ther. 



Ojffke of Public Works, February 9, 1846. 

In answer to your reference of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a memorial to his E.'icellency 
the Lord-Lieutenant from the magistrates and ratepayers of the barony of Moyarta, county 
Clare, assembled at a meeting convened under the powers given by the 1 st Vic. c. 21, and pro- 
posing therein that certain works should he forthwith undertaken for the employment of the 
'distressed poor, we have to report that having consulted our engineer, Mr. Kussel, on the 
different works proposed to be undertaken, we have been enabled to form an opinion thereon, 
and to advise his Excellency to recommend to the Lords of the Treasury, under the terms of 
the before-recited Act, to sanction the following works being undertaken by the Board, the 
expense to be defrayed from the grant fund at the Board’s disposal, and by a loan of one 
moiety of the cost, to be afterwards repaid by the barony in the manner to be directed by their 
Lordships. 

Moyarta Parish. £■ £. 

Road between Querin and Blenkweir Bridge . . . 100 



Kiballyowen, Road. 

Road from Kibaliyowen Bog to Tullybog 
Kilfearayh Parish. 

Road between Kilkee and Kilrush to be improved 
Cutting hills on Corbally Road . . . . 

Road from Corbally to Lishanahan 



. 200 
300 



. 300 
. 60 
. 30 

390 



Kilrush Parish. 

Cutting hills from Kilrush to Higgin’s Cross on the Kilkee road 600 



Kilmenduema Parish. 

To cut a hill between Clonreddan and Leitrim 

Road from Creegh to Cloghanbeg 

Lower hills between Cooraclare and Creegh Bridge 



. 50 

. 110 
. 100 



£ 1,550 



The remaining works applied for are to such a great extent, that we cannot recommend the 
whole being undertaken; for supposing them to be all works useful and necessary, the sum of 
5310/., the moiety of the estimate, is one beyond the means of the barony to repay. We 
therefore postpone reporting on those until we hear further from our engineer after a close 
inspection. 

In the meantime, as employment is much demanded in the district, we recommend his 
Excellency to give his sanction to the works herein mentioned, and to recommend them to the 
favourable consideration of the Lords of the Treasury. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 17, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather, that their Lordships have had before them his 
letter, dated 11th instant, enclosing a copy of the Report of the Board of 
Works, dated 9th instant, on a memorial to the Lord Lieutenant from tlie 
magistrates and rate-payers of the barony of Moyarta, county Clare, aK>embled 
at a meeting convened under the powers given by the 1 Viet. c. 21, and 
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proposing that certain ■works should be forthwith undertaken for the employ- 
ment of the distressed poor ; and state that their Lordships, acting under 
the powers vested in them by the above-mentioned Act, have authorized tbe 
Commissioners of Public Works to execute such portion of the proposed works, 
in. the barony of Moyarta, as they have recommended in their above-named 
Report should be undertaken, the aggregate cost of the works so authorized 
being 1550/., one half of which will, according to the provisions of the Act, be 
issued from the Consolidated Fund in |rart of the balance of the Grant Fund, 
under the Act 2 and 3 Viet c. 50, remaining unissued, and the other half ■will 
be issued from the Loan Fund at the disposal of the Board of Works — these 
issues to be made by the direction of this Board in such proportions as they 
may be certified by the Board of Works to be required. 

Their Lordships, however, feel themselves justified in sanctioning this 
arrangement only on the condition that the Lord Lieutenant shall be of opinion 
that there are no landed proprietors or others, in the district in which these 
works are to be executed, who, owing to their being benefited by the works to 
be undertaken in a greater degree than the other cess-payers of the barony or 
of the county (accordingly as the Grand Jury shall determine that the moiety 
of the cost of the works shall be repaid by one or the other), may fairly be ex- 
pected to contribute towards their execution a sum proportioned to the special 
benefit which they will derive from them. 

If there should he any parties so circumstanced, their Lordships suggest that 
the Lord Lieutenant should cause a communication to be made to them on the 
subject, and that the sums wliich may be contributed by them should be appro- 
jjriated in reduction of the moiety of tlie cost of the works to be defrayed from 
the Grant Fund, by which means that fund will become available to a greater 
extent to meet cases of real necessity in wliicli there may be no other resource. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works 
for their information and guidance, and state that a warrant will be transmitted 
to them, authorising the execution of the uorks, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Act. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, 
for his information and guidance. 



Mr. Pennefather to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhliti Castle, February 18, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for the sanction and approval of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, extract of a report from the 
Commissioners of Public Works, requesting their Lordships’ authority for the 
grant of 4100Z. in aid of certain woiks in the neighbourliood of Nobber, county of 
Meath, to the extent of one moiety of the cost, and that the remaining moiety may 
be advanced by way of loan from the Board’s funds, with the view of relieving the 
labouring poor. 

And 1 am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to convey his Excellency’s recom- 
mendation that the Board’s application may be complied with. 



Enclosure. 

The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Pennefather. 

Office of Public Works, February 16, 1846. 

Is pursuance of the instructions contained in your reference of the 27th ultimo, sub- 
mitting for our consideration certain memorials from magistrates and cess-payers, assembled 
at Nobber in the county of Meath, under the 1st Viet., chap. 21, we have the honour to report, 
for his Excellency’s information, that we lost no time in directing our engineer to have surveys 
made of the works proposed to be undertaken forthwith, for the relief of the labouring poor 
atid having considered the reports made to us, we beg^ leave to advise the Lord Lieutenant to 
recommend to the favourable consideration of the Lords of the Treasury, that they should 
authorize this Board to make grants in aid of the works hereafter mentioned, to the extent of 
one moiety of the eo.«t, and that the remaining moiety he advanced by way of loan from the 
Board’s funds. 
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X. 

No. I. — Road Trom Wilkinstown to Lady Ruth . . . 1,000 

No. 2. ,, RafBn to Sfephonstown , . . . 900 

No. 3. ,, Kilmainiham to Ardee .... 1,200 

No. 4. „ Continuation of ditto to Tubbermore Bridge . 1,000 



.£ 4, 100 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

February 20, 1846. 

■\^''rite to Mr. Pennefatlier that their Lordships have authorized the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works to execute the works proposed to be undertaken in the 
neighbourhood of Nobber, in the county of Meath, under the provisions of 1 Vic. 
c. 21, at the total cost of 4100?., one-half of which is proposed to be issued as a 
grant, and the other as a loan to be repaid ; and their Lordships will be prepared 
to make the requisite issues, in such proportions as they may be certified by the 
Board of Works to be required. 

State, however, that if any proprietor.^ will be benefited by these works in a 
greater degree than the other cess-payers, their Lordships rely upon the Lord 
Lieutenant causing a proper communication to be made to the proprietors in 
question, with a view to induce them to contribute a sum of money proportioned to 
the superior interest they have in the works. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works and to the 
Paymaster of Civil Services, for their information. 



Sir Thomas Fremantle to Mr. Trevelyan. 

2, Eaton Place, February 26, 1846. 

I HAVE received the enclosed papers from Mr. Pennefather, and in 
obedience to tlie orders of the Lord-Lieutenant, I take tlie liberty to transmit 
them to you. 

I am bound to state to you that, in my own opinion, the requirement made 
in the Treasury letter is not unreasonable. 

It cannot be very strictly enforced, but the inquiry may, in some instances, 
prevent jobbing, or compel a landed proprietor to make some payment in con- 
sideration of advantages to be gained by him from an outlay of public money 
on his estate. 

The Lord-Lieutenant has the means, through the engineer of the Board of 
Works, of ascertaining the fact generally ; and if it appears that the estate is 
encumbered, or the proprietor involved in pecuniary embarrassments, the 
answer would be, that although the work was calculated to benefit a private 
estate, there were no means of obtaining a contribution from the proprietor. 

If, on the other hand, the Treasury insist on such payment being made in 
all cases, you will put a stop to the operation of the Act and the intentions of 
Parliament ; for if the works are beneficial (as I presume all must be), some 
particular estate will derive more benefit than othere. 

You must be careful, therefore, in dealing with Irish localities, not to press 
this condition too far. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Sir Thomas Frem.vntle. 

Treasury, Febintary 26, 1846. 

I WILL endeavour to state, as briefly as possible, the view which is taken 
at the Treasury on the subject of the communication which Mr. Pennefather 
made to you by desire of the Lord-Lieutenant. 

In order to make the Grant Fund go as far as possible, and to prevent its 
being misappropriated to works of private advantage, without some cor- 
responding private contribution, the Treasury has for many years acted upon 
the rule that the grant is only to be to an equal amount with the private con- 
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tributions, one moiety of the cost of the work being, in every case, provided for 
by a loan the repayment of which has been secured by a grand jury 
presentment. 

In other words, the total sum required for the execution of works, in aid of 
wlxich grants are applied for, has been required to be made up as follows ; — 

One-half by gi-and jury presentment ; 

One-quarter private contributions ; 

One-quarter grant. 

To tliis rule the following exceptions have been allowed, the contribution in 
each case, although falling short of the prescribed amount, having been sup- 
posed to l;ie proportioned to the benefit exi)ected to be derived by the contri- 
butors for the work : — 



In 1839— A grant for a road from Roundstone to Bunowen Bay, Comity 
Galway : — 



Grant . . ^ . 


£. 

. 1000 


s, 

0 


Contribution 


331 


10 


Presentment 4- 

From Town of Galway . 


331 


10 


From County 


337 


0 


Expense of Work 


. £2,000 


0 



In May, 1841 — For a road in Connemara, 
Mai-tin : — 

Presentment . 4. 

Contribution . -.b 

Grant , . tV • 



on the application of Mr. 



£. 

2,552 

500 

2,052 



£5,104 



In June, 1843 — For a road from Duudrum to Dromara, on the application 
of the Marquis of Downshire : — 



£. s. 

Presentment . . . 1,000 0 

Grant .... 562 8 



in consideration that the Marquis of Downshire had ali'eady laid out a larger 
sum on a part of the road in question. 

In 1844 — For a road in Connemara, on the application of the Earl of Devon : 

£. s. d. ■ 

Presentment 1,044 13 4 

Grant q q 

Contribution by the Waste Land Society . 418 0 0 

£3,134 0 0 



Such being the rule which has been acted upon with much public advantage 
in ordinary times, we have now arrived at the commencement of a new series 
of grants to be made with the view of affording employment during the 
expected scarcity ; and the course which h^ been adopted has been determined 
liy the following considerations: — 

That care ought to be taken that funds granted by Parliament for the relief 
of the people during the scarcity, are not misajipropriated to serve the interested 
views of private individuals ; and that the permanent interests of the commu- 
nity do not suffer by advantage being taken of this temporary emergency to get 
rid of rules which have been found by experience to be of much practical 
utility ; 
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That the motives wliicli induced the Tveasuiy to aim at making the Grant 
Fund go as far as possible, are greatly increased in force by the scarcity ; and 

That, so far from landed proprietors and others interested in the imjjrove- 
naents proposed to be executed by means of grants, being released from the 
obligation of contributing to'U'ards them out of their private means by reason 
of the impending scarcity, the obligation upon them to make some personal 
sacrifice is rendered much stronger thereby. 

Acting on this view, the Treasury sanctioned the grants apjdied for in the 
cases of Moyferta and Nobber, subject to t]ie condition, that if the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant had reason to believe that any proprietors would be benefited by the 
works in a greater degree than the other cess23ayers, a proper communication 
would be made to them, with a ^•iew to induce them to contribute a sum of 
money 2 )roportioned to the superior interest they have in the work, wliich sum 
would be ai)propriated in reduction of the moiety of the cost of the work pro- 
posed to be defrayed from the Grant Fund. 

The i)roi3riety of this course of 2 )i'oceeding has received some confirmation 
from a representation from the coimty of Meath, stating that certain proprietors 
in that neighbourhood i^ropose to avail themselves of the power of compulsory 
assessment, aided 1)y a grant of public money provided by the Act 1 Viet, 
c. 21, in order to e.s.ecule cei-tain works in which they are personally interested, 
and which are of suclr a nature as to afibrd only very limited em 2 )loyment to 
the jjeojde. 

Mr. Pcnnefatlier states that the course jr^escribed by the Treasury is attended 
with the following difficulties : — 

1. The Lord-Lieutenant has no means of ascertaining whether there are any 
landed jjroprietors or others in the district in wliich the works are proposed to 
be undertaken, who would be benefited by them in a greater degree than the. 
other cesspayers. 

2. His Excellency has no means of asceitainiug whether persons who may be 
so benefited are able to contribute in proportion to the advantage they are 
likely to derive from the works. 

On the first point, I should observe, that according to the provisions of the 
1 Viet. c. 21, applications for grants are to be referred by the Lord Lieutenant 
to the Board of Works for inquiry and rejiort previously to their being sub- 
mitted to the decision of the Treasury, and the Board of Works will be per- 
fectly well able to ascertain, by means of their subordinate engineers and other 
officers, whether any particular proprietors are interested in the works in a 
degree so much greater than the other cesspayers, as to make it proper that 
they should be called u^ion for a contribution. 

All the grants which were made jireviously to measures being adopted for 
the relief of the expected scarcity, were made, witliout the intervention of the 
Lord Lieutenant, under the xAct 1 and 2 Wil. IV. c. 33 ; and previously to sanc- 
tioning the grant, the Treasury always required the Board of Works to report, 
in pursuance of the rule which has been already referred to, whether there 
were any proprietors "who were particularly interested in the work and ought 
to contribute towards it. So that the course now prescribed is merely a conti- 
nuation of that which has been invariably followed by the Treasury in its omi 
immediate exercise of the same powers which have been partly vested in the 
Lord Lieutenant by the Act now being carried into execution. 

With regard to the other case, of its being admitted that certain proprietoi-s 
will be specially benefited by the -^vorks, but of their pecuniary circumstances 
being such that they cannot contribute, all that can be said is, that the fact 
ougiit, as far as possifile, to be ascertained and reported, in order that exceptions 
may be made only in cases of proved necessity, and that the groimds of such 
excejitiou may be projjerly placed on record 

No pow’er of enforcing contributions from private proprietors is provided by 
any of the Acts relating to grants, and although the power of maWng the 
grant conditional upon such contributions involves a species of coercion, this 
discretion ought, as you observe, to be exercised with great caution in a time of 
serious scarcity ; and cases may occur in which proprietors, who both ought to 
contribute and have the means of doing so, may nevertheless pr^ume upon 
the knowledge they have that the Government cannot, under any circumstanees, 
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allow the people to starve, and hold out long enough to secure the benefit of 
the work without giving anything towards it. 

The Board of Works should, I think, be instructed to iiiq^uire and report iu 
respect to each application for a grant : — 

1. Whether such a state of destitution has occurred, or is likely soon to 
occur, in the immediate neighbourhood of the places where the works are pro- 
posed to be executed, as to req^uire that means of subsistence should be provided 
for the people. 

2. Whether the proposed works are such as will provide employment for 
the labouring class generally, or will only, or for the most part employ melons 
or other artisans. 

3. Whether any particular proprietors or others will be benefited by the 
proposed works iu a much greater degree than the other cesspayers of the 
barony or county, &c. 

4. Whether the proprietors in q^uestion are willing to contribute in pro- 
portion to their respective interest in the work, and if not, what reasons are 
given by them for refusing to do so. 

On receipt of this information, a satisfactory decision may in most cases be 
at once come to. 

I have submitted Mr. Pennefather’s letter and tliis reply to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who authorizes me to say that the statement which I havtj 
made correctly describes the practice and wshes of the Treasury, 

My letter to Mr. Pennefather is heremth returned. 



Mr. Peirce Mahony to Mr. Trevelyan. 

The Colonnade Hotel, Febniary 27, 1846. 

I ENCLOSE you for your perusal a copy of a letter from the Surveyor 
of the county of Kerry. It explains tlie extent of works, &c., he is pre- 
pared to recommend ; and I am convinced that nothing short of the advance of 
a million — I do not mean a grant — will meet the wants of Ireland in this year. 

An to the grant fund, I should be prepared to advance one-half of any sum 
necessary, provided the other half wa.i paid hy landlords ; and in my efforts, 
since 1834, for Kerry, I have found the best course to have been to require, 
as a grant one-fourth, say 5007 ; private subscription one-fourth, say 5007 ; loan 
on presentments, repayable hy 20 instalments, say 10007 For the results I 
need only refer you to the enclosed letter from Mr. Stokes, which has been 
published by Lord Devon’s Commission, Part iv., p. 172. 



Enclosurk. 

The CocKTY ScRVEYOR of Public Works in Kerry to Peirce M.\hony, Esq. 

Cou7ity Survey Office, Tralee, 
Ajml 5, 1845. 

Is compliance with your request, I send you the following information relative 
to tne public works in Kerry, which you can turn to whatever purpose you please. I have not 
gone into minute details of quarter miles, or shillings or pence, fis I know you did not want 
them. 

There have been 233 miles of road opened in Kerry since the year 1834. 

There have been 140 miles of them made by the Board of Works. 

There has been about 13, 300Z. subscribed iond/tic by the proprietors, besides 21 miles of 

roads made and dedicated to the public by the Marquis of Lansdowne, and about 14 miles bv 
^lessrs. O Connell and Locke, which are well worth 4,000Z. move. 

There is l,200f. subscribed for quays, none for bridges, except as they form a part of new 
road cost. 

The grants amount to about 30,0007. from the Treasuiy. 

The gross cost is 123,0007. 

And I believe the present county debt is about 20,0007.,* and as it now stands it will be all 
discharged at about the last assize of 1 840. 

The result of this espendiuire has exceeded the most sanguine expectations of our very 
pnblic-spirited gentry. The increase of traffic is apparent everywhere, and there are three of 
our eight baronies tiiat had so few cars in them as to make it a curiosity to meet one ten yeais 



* Mr. Stokes was wrong in supposing the debt 20,008/. : it was only 15.040/. in May, 1845. The cross 
expenses under the Board of Works alone was 133,383/. At this moment the countv debt does not exceed 
7000/. As to Kerry, I would recommend to your attention Appendix, part 4, Nos. 60-6G. 

P. M. 
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agOj where it is now three times as expensive to keup roads in repair as it was then. Every 
horse has now his car instead of his baskets ; five times the value is got by horse work, and 
proportionate improvement goes on in the productiveness ol'ihe country. The state of Kerrj', 
generally speaking, has improved in every way since 1834, when I firet knew it. The markets 
are trebled, and they have sprung up in places wliere, eight yearn ago, they were not in exist- 
ence ; and when we consider that in these last ten years we have opened and repaired roads so 
as to make 1,100 miles now of good roads instead of about 400, many of which were very bad 
lines, it is not too much to say that the improvement of the county has resulted in a great 
jiieasure from that extension of available roads. 

The County Survetor on Public Works in Kerry to Peirck M.^hoKy, Esq. 

Tralee, February 18, 1846. 

The works that are to be proposed to the magistrates in Ivraghticonnor are, roads Ivom 
Gunsborough to Ashdee Strand, Ashdee to Beale, Kilnaughlin Cbur^i to Tarbert, Kilmeany 
to Altea, Leitrim toPoulcrow, extensions to Sir John Walsh’s road at Tullamore to Gale 
Bridge, and to a road made by Mr. Blacker at Leanamore, quays at Eniiisraore, Tarbert Town 
and Talbert Island, and new load from Altea lo Aughavolui near Newtownsantles. The 
flooded lands along the Feale and all its tributaries are examined and mapped, about 6000 
acres, liot goir.g above Listowel, the swampy stream from iloaii Vearlagh included. Oa the 
Gale to Moyvane Brick to Abbeydomey Croompone to the Causeway, from the Causeway to 
Ballyhoigue is atmthev nrojeef . I have written to Mr, Paine of the Board of Public Works for 
forms of memorial Ibv the signature of Mr. W. 'i\ Crosbie, which, when I get, will be sent lo 
you. I expect to be able to get up other projects under that Act ibv embankments from the 
fide, similar to Sir E. Denny’s one on Tralee Bay, which will be set a-going early this season. 
I believe there can be little doubt now tliat our stock of food for the people will be very short 
next summer, and many begin to have, fears for 1847, on account of the bad seed ; the spring 
here, for the most part of this month, is very mild, and the ):olatoes are shooting unusually early. 
I am sure all the late sowing will fail. I have got the magistrates to convene meetings iu every 
barony but Clanmaurice, to memorial for grant works to afford employment. I suppose the 
gross amount of the applications will be 50,000/. IF there is not at least a million put at the 
disposal of Government, there will be no perceptible good done in Ireland by their scheme for 
new public works. 



Mr. Pennefather to Mr. Trevelyan. 

DuhUn CastU, Feh'mry 28, 1846. 

I AM commaBded by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit, for the sanction 
and approval of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the 
enclosed copy of a report from the Commisioners of Public Works. 

And I am directed by his Excellency to request that the necessary authority 
may be given for the execution of the works recommended to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to be undertaken. 



Enclosure. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Pennef.a.ther. 



Office of Public JVorhs, Dublin, February '25, 1846, 

In pursuance of the instructions contained in your reference of the 29th ultimo, sub- 
mitting for the consideration of the Commissioners of Public Works, certain memorials from 
magistrates and cesspayers of the barony of Moyarta, county Clare, I am directed to report, 
lor the information of his E.xcellency, that upon a careful survey and investigation of the different 
localities referred to and their circumstances, the Commissioners are prepared to recommend 
his Excellency to submit for the approval of the Lords of the Treasury, that they should 
be authorized to undertake the respective works in the barony of Moyarta in the county 
Clare, hereinafter detailed, and which have been applied for by the magistrates and cesspayers, 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act 1 Viet. c. 21, and that the amount of estimate, 
viz. 5,9701. may be sanctioned, one moiety thereof by way of grant, the other by loan. The 



detailed estimate is as follows ; — 

£. 

For 280 perches of road from Quei'in Quay to Templerreade . . . 200 

For 245 ditto new road on Lishears, from east to west, through bog . . 200 

For 550 ditto from Ebrington line leading to Bella .... SCO 

For 160 ditto between Tnisklieve and Knocknagarm .... 80 

For 245 ditto from the Board of Works’ line to P. Healy’s contract . 100 

For 260 ditto from Kelson’s contract to Liddans .... 200 

, For 280 ditto from Uchterard to Rehy, west ..... 1511 

For 280 ditto from Fadera to Kilbaha ...... 200 

For 500 ditto from road betneen Kilkee to Kilrush, to be improved . 300 

For 1485 ditto of road from Kilkee along the cliff to mills at Moveen . 900 

For a protecting wall at Kilkee 450 
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For 100 perches of Corbally road, cutting hills and filling 
For 180 ilitto improvement, Corbally to Lisnalahan .... 
For ISO ditto road to Kildima to Enlagh ..... 

For 480 ditto new road, Ballynagon to Cahivfeenick .... 
For 2S0 ditto i'rom Clohanniore to cross at CJoninm to cut hills, &c. 

For 160 ditto from old ctnireh mins at Kihnacduane to village of Sama 
For 80 ditto new line, to avoid a hill at D.Sheedy's .... 
For 1275 ditto road from Cooraclare to the sea, on Danganelly and Dro- 
molely, repaired 

For new road, Chiirchtown to Clonfinneen ...... 

For 200 perehes from Creegh to Clohanbeg . • • . . 

For 640 ditto Cooraclare to Creegh-bridge, to lower hills 
For SO ditto footpath in Cooraclare village, and to lower hills 
For 4S0 ditto through town of Kilnish, ami to improve road to Ballyket . 
For 275 ditto from Mihown to Knock, from the post road to the south and 
Moyadoe .......... 

For 720 perches, cutting hills on old imd from Kili-ush to Kerrybout 
For 480 ditto ditto on old road from Kilrush to Higgin’s Cross on the 
Kilkee road ..... .... 

For 40 perches, cutting from Barrack to Kilnish .... 

Gripes to be filled on road from Kilvush to Cooraclare 

Road on Monevan ......... 



£ 

60 

30 

100 

300 

200 

90 

50 

150 

50 

no 

100 

100 

200 

150 

300 

600 

50 

100 

150 



£5,970 



Treasury Minute oii the above. 

March 3, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Peunefather tliat, presuming that the works in the bai-ony of 
Jloyferta, sanctioned in the letter of this Board, dated 20th ultimo, the 
estimated cost of wliicli was l,550i, are all included in the detailed list of works 
in the same barony which are now recommended by the Board of Works to an 
aggregate amount of 5,970?., their liordsliips are pleased to sanction the execu- 
tion of the whole of the works above adverted to, subject to the same condition 
that tlie proprietors morex^articularly interested in the several works be called 
upon to contribute in proportion to the special benefit they will receive from 
them. 

Their Lordships w'ould suggest that as these works are undertaken solely 
ivitli a view to provide employment for the people during a period of expected 
scarcity, care should be taken that the works should not be commenced sooner 
or be carried on to a greater extent than may be absolutely necessary to 
provide the means of subsistence for persons in the neighbourhood who are 
entirely destitute. 



Public Works for the Relief of Scarcity in Ireland. 

The scavcitv is so extensive, and the habits of the countr}' are so peculiar, that our 
plan of relief, whatever it may be, ought to be such as will admit of a clear and 
easy distinction being made between what is indispensably required for the relief of 
the people suffering from scarcity, and what is demanded under the pretext of that 
scarcity, in order to forward the interested views of various parties ; and it should 
also he such as to afford security that the whole of the funds employed will be 
appropriated, in the most economical manner, in providing necessary food to persons 
who would otherwise be in a state of destitution, w’ithout those funds being diverted 
to auy incidental object whatever. 

As the landed proprietors in Ireland have long been accustomed to rely upon 
Government loans and grants for the means of making improvements of various 
kinds, and as the arrangements under which the new grant fund is to be admi- 
nistered afford a much more ready and advantageous mode of obtaining the execu- 
tion of such improvements than any which liM been available to the Irish proprietors 
for many years past, there has been a rush from all quarters upon this fund, or, 
to use Colonel Jones’s words, “ the applications for assistance are coming in so 
“ fast that our 50,000/. tvill soon be reported on. We have memoriaLs before us far 
" exceeding ‘that sum. Many memorials are sent in fearing that the district will 
“ not come in for a share of the grant.” 

It has therefore turned out, as was .anticipated, that means so inviting and ad- 
vantageous to that class of society which is cliarged with providing for the subsis- 
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tence of the people at this crisis, have been at once converted by them into an end; 
and a machinery which has been set up by the Government for the special object 
of the relief of the people from famine, is being, to a great extent, worked by the 
proprietors with a view to the execution of works of local interest of various kinds. 

It is quite impossible for the Government, by any agency that could be employed, 
to distinguish, with sufficient promptness to meet the present emergency, those pro- 
positions which are made principally for the beneht of the proprietors, from 
those which are made principally or entirely for the benefit of the people ; and 
if this mode of relief is to be extensively had recourse to, the applications which 
are made must be acceded to without any sufficient examination, in order to avoid 
the calamity of a starving people. 

The fund of 50,000/. lias been already absorbed, and if this mode of relief is to 
be continued, additional funds must be provided to an unlimited extent. 

The existence of this limited and inadequate, but, as regards the proprietors who 
will benefit by it, bigbly advantageous grant fund, has also been attended with this 
unfortunate result — that, in their eagerness to avail themselves of it, the proprietors 
have neglected the real and substantial means of affording relief to the people under 
the pressure of scai'city, which means may be summed up under the following 
heads : — 

The ordinaiy Board of Works’ Loan Fund, which, by the Act just passed, lias 
been rendered applicable to the improvement of private estates. 

So few demands have of late been made on this fund, that a sum of 47,6874 
belonging to it is now at the account of the Commissioners of National Debt, 
besides a sum of 15,0004 for the quarter ending 5th January last, which remains 
undrawn, and a further sum of o0,0004 which ivill become available up to the 
5th July. 

The works to he carried on under the Drainage Act, from funds raised by 
debenture or advanced by the Board of W^’orks out of their general fund. 

And lastly, the relief to be given by the local committees, which are being formed 
in distressed districts, under the superintendence of the Relief Commission, the 
funds to he administered by which committees are to be raised by local subscrip- 
tion, reinforced, when necessary', by grants of money or food, at the discretion of 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

C. E. TREVELYAN. 

Treasury, March 8, 1846. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of PithUc JVorhs, March 11, 1846. 

Applications were pouring in so fast upon me, that I thought it right 
to draw attention to the subject ; the sums were so large, that the Treasury 
itself would scarce be able to meet the demands. We shall be very particular 
before we recommend any works, and in all cases of new roads, our engineers 
are directed to call upon the proprietors to ascertain what sum they will con- 
tribute ; insisting upon it will, I am sure, have a good effect. 

We must soon expect that real distress uill be experienced ; and where such 
does appear, the Commissariat should have depots at hand, for if the season 
should turn out very wet, as in 1836, when I was in Donegal, several days 
may pass, when it will not be possible to give men employment ; in that case 
money we could not give, hut food would still be required. 

To give you some idea of the number of works crammed into the memo- 
rials, there was one from a barony in Clare, in which our engineer was called 
to examine 90 different pieces of road ! As we have now fairly broke ground, 
we know the points to which to direct the attention of our engineers, which 
will facilitate business. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieut.-Colonel Jones. 

Treasury, March 11, 1S46. 

You have, perhaps, heard, that having begun upon the system laid down 
in the 1st Viet. c. 21, we are to go on with it to the extent really necessary for 
the relief of the people in the localities to which the Act is applicable. 

But effectual securities are to be taken for the relief granted through the 
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medium of this Act being strictly proportioned to tbe necessities of the starving 
people, and for reasonable contributions being obtained from those pi^prietors 
who will be benefited by the works in a greater degree than the other cess- 

^ the towns and other localities to which this Act is not applicable, the 
Relief Commission’s plan of local committees raising subscriptions (to be aided, 
if necessary, by the Lord Lieutenant) and buying food, may be brought into 
action. 



Memorial of the Linen Weavers of Tuam. 

To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

The Memorial of the under-mentioned Linen-weavers of the town of Tuam, 
in the county of Galivay, 

Homely showeth. 

That memorialists, for the last several years, are reduced to extreme misery 
themselves, and their long families, owing to a want of demand for their linens, 
and of persons of speculative habits in their town, since the disease of Mr. Robert 
Potter, and his Grace the late Archbishop of Tuam, through whom Mr. Potter 
obtained, from the London Tavern Committee, sums of money from time to time 
at one per cent, three persons forming a committee ; namely, the deceased Mr. 
Potter, Charles Parsons, and Denis B. Potter. 

That the deceased Mr. Potter was, in consequence of such loan, enabled to cany 
on the trade ; bis Grace having procured for him a market for the linens, and, in, 
consequence, circulated each week from 400/. to 500/. in this town. 

That memorialists, since that period, have turned themselves to common spade- 
work, which has this year become most unfavourable, owing to a rot in their 
potatoes. 

That memorialists, in consequence of their deplorable state, were induced to 
represent tbeir condition to the brother of their deceased benefactor, and one of 
the Committee aforesaid, IMr. Denis B. Potter, who has agreed to accept a loan on 
behalf of memorialists upon the same conditions as heretofore, provided a vent 
could be procured for the sale of their linens. 

That in order to assist your memorialists in a capital for the purchase of yarn, 
&c., the said Denis B. Potter lias agreed to give to each weaver a loan of 51., to be 
paid at the rate of 3^. per week, at an interest of two per cent., in ordei’ to pay 
expenses, &c. 

That memorialists are convinced, if this Memorial be taken into consideration, 
it will render more service to a starving population than any other project here- 
tofore mentioned, and a sure return of the money advanced. And memorialists, 
with their long families, will pray. 

Tuean, March 12, 1846. 139 Signatures. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 20, 1846. 

Write to the parties that their Lordships have no funds at their disposal to be 
employed in the manner requested by them. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, March 14, 1846. 

We find great difficulty, from the very great informality in the prepa- 
ration of the memorials. It is a point on which we are required to be very 
particular, to guard against the teclmical objections which may be raised by the 
grand juries ; and we have had some squabbling about entering upon land 
without the purchase-money being paid. Kerry has commenced : this morn- 
ing’s post brought an immense number of applications. We shall do our best 
to meet the applications. The Fishery Piers and Harbours Act will lead 4o 
much disappointment : we have already 102 applications, the amount, 29,670/., 
and every day brings us more. 
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Having made inquiry, I failed in finding a military engineer ’svho would 
answer to be appointed to the Board as engineer. I have, therefore, done the 
next best thing, in my recommendation to the Treasury, wHch is to give us the 
^stance of two civil engineers, who are both more or less connected with us • 
but when the numerous works upon which we shall be engaged for some 
y^rs, are considered, I do not see that a better arrangement could be made. 
They are both well conversant with the particular duties we shall require 
them for under the new Acts; and I hope that the major part of their salaries 
will be paid out of the funds forthcoming for those services. 



hlr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Route. 

Treasury^ March 14, 1816. 

The formalities required by the first Act of this Session, to secure a 
presentment equd to one moiety of the expense of the work, having, in each 
ease, been gone through, it only remains to determine whether a portion of the 
other moiety should not be contributed by those private proprietors, it any, 
who will be benefited in a greater degi-ee than the other cess-payers ; and Is 
Colonel Jones has directed the officers under him always to report specifically on 
this point, no delay ought to be occasioned by our insisting on this condition 
being complied with in the cases to which it is applicable. 

Colonel Jones does not appear to he apprehensive of any inconvenient delay 
taking place. Some works have been sanctioned in part, reserving for further 
consideration those parts in which private contributions appear to be called for • 
but when the mstructions which have been issued on this point become fully 
acted upon, even this degree of delay will not be necessary. 

The mode of executing improvements provided by this Act is so much more 
^vantageous than any other which is open to the parties interested, that if the 
Treasury were unconditionally, and as a matter of course, to sanction grants, 
merely because the process prescribed by the Act had been complied with, we 
should have to execute ourselves in the course of the next few months, with our 
own fiinds, and by means of our own officers, every improvement which is desired 
by any parties in any part of Ireland ; and there would, besides, be a great liability 
that those works would be preferred which are for the advantage of influential 
proprietors, without reference to their being eligible for the employment of the 
people. Colonel Jones states, that the sums already applied for “ are so large 
that the Treasury itself would scarce be able to meet the demands.” 

It is of great consequence to the success of the important service in which vou 
are engaged, that you should act in the closest concert with the Chairman of the 
Board ol Works ; and I hope you will now arrive at a perfect understanding with 
Colonel Jones as to the course which is to be followed in respect to the grants 
under the Act of 9 Viet., c. 1. 

In one of your recent notes you stated your opinion that the great pressure 
will be in May, but at the same time you enclosed documents whi^ imply that 
we may have serious demands made upon us in various quarters at an earlier 
period. 

However this may be, it is obviously necessary that our preparations should be 
pushed forward with the utmost dispatch consistent with real efficiency ; and as 
our plan has been fully and satisfactorily organized, and you have an able and 
.zealous establishment acting under your orders, to which further additions will 
be made as the occasion may require, I do not apprehend that even a high 
degree of actirity will in this case degenerate into confusion. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

March 14, 1846. 

It being of great importance that the Board of Works should l^ve the 
assistance of properly qualified engineers for carrying out the numerous services 
which the recent Acts of Parliament have entailed upon them, k is requested 
that their Lordships will approve of John Macmahon, civil engineer, and Barry 
D. Gibbons, civil engineer, being appointed to this duty, the former upon a salary 
of 800/. per annum ; these appointments to be considered temporary, and to cease 
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when the demands for employment under the several Acts which have just passed 
shall be less pressing. 

It is proper to state that these appointments are requested from the difficulty 
of procuring the services of one individual who combines experience with the 
knowledge of tlie different branches of engineering required for the variety of works 
to be executed by us. 

Mr. Macmahon has had great experience in canal and drainage works, and is 
peculiarly fitted for planning and making estimates for such operations ; he has 
been employed under the Drainage Commission for the last two years, but not 
upon any fixed appointment, which has led to much inconvenience ; and we had 
no security by which his services could always he obtained. It is therefore very 
desirable that he should be attached to this Board as an engineer on the establish- 
ment, at a fixed salai*y. ^Vhen engaged upon works relating to drainage or 
navigation, the expenses of which are to be defrayed by bodies, individuals, or 
counties, his time whilst so employed will be brought to chai'ge against his salary, 
heing^ro tanto a diminution of the salary to be sanctioned by their Lordships. 

Mr. Gibbons’ appointment is recommended from the circumstance of his 
peculiar fitness for engineering duties which have reference to marine works, more 
particularly harbours, piers, &c., of which there is likely to be a great demand, 
under the Act 9 Viet, c. 3 : his principal employment has been upon works of 
that description, and he is our resident engineer to Kingstown Hai-hour, at a 
salary of 300^. per annum ; it is proposed that he should be paid 500^. per annum, 
in addition to that salary, and that he should relinquish all private practice, so 
that the Board may have full control over, and command of his services ; the 
number of works to be placed under the charge of this Board, by the above-named 
Act, as well as the superintendence of the great hai'bours now under their charge, 
will, for a long time, engage the attention, and occupy tlie entire time of one 
engineer. Mr. Gibbons’ employment under the Fishery Piers Act will be paid 
from the funds provided for these works. We therefore trust their Lordships will 
sanction these appointments. The services of tw’o such individuals are highly 
necessary to euahie us to discharge promptly and satisfactorily to the public, to 
the Government, and ourselves, the varioms additional duties w’^e are required to 
perforin ; and we may be permitted to state that no engineer of eminence and 
character would give up his professional practice for so small a sum as the com- 
bined salary as that now recommended for the two engineers above mentioned ; 
and we trust that this arrangement of employing two engineers, instead, wrill meet 
with their Lordships’ approval, as they must, upon consideration of the widely 
extended field of our operations, perceive that one individual could not prepare the 
plans and make the necessary inspections. 



Treasury JMinute on the above. 

March 17, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that their Lordships are pleased 
to sanction the temporary appointment of John Macmahon, Esq. and Barry D. 
Gibbons, Esq., Civil Engineers, as recommended, for the purpose of acting under 
their orders in the execution of the various services, which, under recent Acts of 
Parliament, have to be carried out by, or under the superintendence of the Board of 
Works. 

Their^IjOrdships understand that the entire services of these two gentlemen are 
to be given to the public during the continuance of their engagement with the 
Board of Works, to the exclusion of private employment, and that they are to 
undertake any duties which the Board of AVorks may think proper to assign to 
them. 

Their Lordships also approve of their salaries being made up to 800/. each, after 
making allowance for the salary of 300/. per annum received hy Mr. Gibbons, as 
Engineer to Kingstown Harbour, and for the sums which may be recovered for 
the time employed by them in assisting in works relating to drainage, navigation, 
fishery-piers, &c. 

The Commissioners of Public Works will submit to this Board a supplementary 
estimate of the sum required to he provided, to make up Messrs. Macmahon and 
Gibbons’ salaries as above stated during the year 1846-7. 
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Mr. Griffith to the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Irish Office, London, February 26, 1846. 

Being obliged to leave town this afternoon for the west of Ireland, I 
beg to mention to you, in writing, should my services be req^uired during the 
approaching distress among the Irish peasantry, that I shall be ready, together 
with the greater part of my stalffof valuators, several of whom are ex]ierienced 
civil engineers, to give assistance in laying out and directing local ivorks, where 
such may be necessary, on the same system as that adopted by me in the coun- 
ties of Cork, Limerick, and Kerry, during the season of distress in the year 
1822, when I had the pleasure of acting under you as Cliief Secretary for 
Ireland. 

I am well acc^uainted with every part of the south of Ireland, where, as you 
know, extensive public works have been completed under my direction, and 
having a thorough knowledge of the characters and objects of all the gentry, I 
think I should be enabled to check the undertaking of interested projects, and 
insist upon the execution of those only which appeared to be of a generally 
useful nature. 

But as my undertaking the direction of a great number of small works, scat- 
tered over the face of the country, and employing several of my valuators as 
local superintendents, would derange and retard the progress of the general 
valuation of Ireland, it would not appear to be desirable to interfere mth my 
establishment until circumstances may render it necessary. 



Mr. Trevelyan to Lieutenant-Colonel Jones. 

Treasury, J\Iarcli 16, 1846. 

Although grants for the execution of works to relieve distress are to be 
continued to the extent req^uired, it is, by no means, intended to i'orego the 
demand for private contributions, when circumstances render it proper to call 
for them. 

This and every other rule must, however, be modified or suspended in cases 
where it is evident that the consequence of our insisting on the strict execution 
of our rule would be that the people w- ould starve ; and 1 feel convinced that 
you have not delayed any really pressing case, for the sake of private contribu- 
tions, without making the immediate provision required to feed the people, 
until more complete information can be obtained. 

You will shortly receive precise instructions as to the course to be followed 
by you in this respect, after which there will no longer be any mistake in any 
quarter as to what is intended. 

I will also write to you to-morrow about the measures to be taken by your 
Commission (Board of Works, I mean), in order to enable it to perform its part 
in a prompt and satisfactory mmner in this emergency. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Buhlin, March. 18, 1846. 

We have the honour to transmit herewith an abstract of an application 
from the Earl of Courtown for a loan from this Board under the Act of 1st and 
2nd Will. IV., c. 33, of 1000/., for the execution of a new line of road (through 
his lordship’s estate") from Wexford to Dublin, between Crocket’s-laoe at the Gorey 
and Courtown New Road, and Ballymoney, in the county of Wexford; and we 
beg leave to recommend the same for your Xiordships’ most favourable con- 
sideration. 
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Enclosure. 



Application for a Loan to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 



1 

Applicant, j 


Object. 




Nature of 


Rate of Proposed 
Repayments. 


j General Observations. 


required.' 


Security. 


Pria. 

cipal. 


Interest. 


The Earl of 
CuurtovD. 


For the execQiioa 
of & sew line of 
road (through his 
Lordship's estate) 
from Wexford to 
DuUio, between ' 
Crocket's-Ianc, at ' 
the Gorey and i 
Courtown new ' 
road, and Bally- 
mosey, in the 
County of Wex- 
ford. 


1000/. ' 


Nominal Pie- 
seotmeot, with 
Cullaterai Se- 
curity by his 
Lordship. 


Cent. 


5 pet 
Cent. 


The proposed lineof road was laid 
out by Mr. James B. Farrell, the 
County Surveyor for Wexford, 
and examined on the part of this 
Board by Mr. Barry D. Gib- 
bons. C.E. 

The line is judiciously laid out, 
and will be a great improvement 
upon the existing road, which 
has some very steep hills upon it 
This is a case fully entitled to a 
loan, and upon the most favour- 
able terms, inasmuch as it is for 
a very fit and useful work. The 
security is satisfactory, and the 
immediate employment it will 
afford will be most desirable and 
necessary. 

The proposed loan is strongly le- 
eommended. 



0_ffice of Public Works, Dublin, Jos. C. Walser, 

IS^i March, 1846. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 20, 1846. 

My Lords are pleased to sanction the loan recommended. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works accordingly. 

Acquaint the Paymaster of Civil Service in Ireland. 



Treasury Minute. 

Mare/t 17, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Ordnance, that, it being necessary imme- 
diately to strengthen the Surveying Department of the Board of Works in 
Ireland, in order to prevent delay in the commencement of projected drainage 
operations undertaken with a view to afford relief daring the scarcity in that 
country, their Lordships request that Captain Larcom may he directed to place 
himself, and the establishment employed under him in the revision of the Ordnance 
Survey of Ireland, at the disposal of the Board of Works, to the extent to which 
their services may he required for the purpose in question ; and the regular 
progress of the Ordnance Survey will have to be more or less suspended on this, 
as on former occasions on which a more pressing service has intervened. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works, for 
their information. 



The Secretary to the Ordnance to Mr. Trevelyan. 

0^^ of Ordnance, March 20, 1846. 

Having laid before the Master-General and Board of Ordnance, your 
letter dated the^lTth instant, signifying the desire of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty s Treasury, that Captain Larcom, Royal Engineers, may be in- 
structed to place himself and the establishment employed under him in the 
revision of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, at the disposal of the Board of 
Works, to the extent to which their services may he required in projected 
drainage operations, 

I have the honour, by the Master-General and Board’s command, to transmit 
for their Lordship’s information, the enclosed copy of a memorandum drawn 
. up by Major-General Sir John Burgoyue, Injector-General of Fortifications, 
which, although it cannot justly be viewed in any other light than as a private 
and confidential document, the Master-General and Board think it proper their 
Lordships should be acquainted writh on that footing. The great importance 
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of the subject, and the deep interest rrhicli necessarily attaches to it, render it, 
in the Master-General and Board’s opinion, indispensable that nothing should 
be held back which can throw light upon it, and Sir Jolm Burgoyiie’s judgment 
and long acquaintance with Ireland claim particular weight to any observations 
which he may offer on the subject, and especially so, as the department of which 
he is the head, is immediately connected with it, as also that which he so 
recently quitted. 



Enclosure. 

Major-General Sir J. F. Burgotne to the Master General of the Ordnance. 

84, Pall Mall, March 18th, 1846. ' ' 

Wjth reference to a Letter from the Treasur}', dated March 17, requesting that the 
Ordnance Survey Department in Ireland should suspend its operations, and he placed at the 
disposal of the Board of Public Works in Ireland for the purpose of accelerating drainage 
operations, with a view to afford relief during the scarcity in that country, I take the liberty of 
submitting that tliis instruction has been issued hastily, under the great desire to afford every 
possible Government means during the distressntg emergency; but I am satisfied that 
the inconveniences from this proceeding and expense would be very great, and the advantages 
none. “ ° 

It is very difficult in an instant to shew clearly, or perhaps quite satisfactorily on what I 
ground this impression, although I am certain I could do so after a little consideration. 

1 . It would have the effect of at once disoi^anizing the whole process of work and employ- 
ment now carrying on by the Survey Department, — a great number of the persons nowent^aired 
in operations connected with each other would become idle ; many of them would be inappli- 
cable to the train of business which by this project is called for. 

2. The surveys for drainage cannot be so purely mechanical, as to be at once put into the 
bauds of mere surveyors, hut must be carried on in concert with engineering views and directed 
by competent drainage engineers after a thorough study of the localities, and which will be 
continued throughout the surveys. 

3. I doubt extremely the necesaty for thus breaking in upon a gi-eat and important establish- 
ment, because I have not heard that there is any difficulty in the Board, of Public Works 
obtaining what surveyors may be necessary for those mechanical operations ; or if there were, 
it might be sufficient to instruct Captain Larcom to consider whether he could spare temporarily 
a few surveyors, best calculated for the service, without imjwding essentially his own proceedings. 

4. For any purpose of affording relief to die distress now existing or anticipated, this project 
is far too late. On reference to the Board of Public Works, I am sure it would be found 
that no work could be provided for the labouring population by such a measure before several 
months. 

5. The entire suggestion I have little doubt originates in a memorial which I happen to 
know was recently submitted to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, which, on the plea of urcrenev 
of the present distress, proposed (probably unintentionally as to its effect) measures to be 
taken by Government that ought naturally to be undertaken by landed proprietors, and 
affording them permanent advantages. 

6. If the principle be once admitted of Government undertaking these surveys on any plea, 
the result of which must he considered, as for limited private and local benefit, it is clear that it 
•will be demanded all over the country; and if so, a well considered system had better be 
adopted for it, for it will require an extensive organization. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 24, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Ordnance that their Lordships have perused 
Sir John Burgoyne’ s confidential memorandum xvdth the respect peculiarly due 
to that officer’s opinion on a subject of this description. 

By the letter from this board, dated 17th instant, their Lordships requited 
that Captain Larcom might be directed to place himself and the establishment 
employed under him in the revision of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, at the 
disposal of the Board of Works, to the extent to which their services might be 
required for tbe purpose of assisting in the surveys of projected drainage opera- 
tions undertaken with a view to afford relief during the scarcity in Ireland. 

Their Lordships are still of opinion that the regular progress of the Ordnance 
Survey in Ireland ought to give place in any instance in which the temporary 
aid of a portion of the Survey Establishment may really be required to give 
prompt effect to any of the measures in progress for the relief of the people 
during the impenffing scarcity ; and acting on this principle, in which their 
Lordships feel assured Sir John Burgoyne fuEy concurs, and having due r^ard 
to the considerations to which that officer h^ called attention, they propose 
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that the following Tevised instruction should be issued to the Board of Works 
and to Captain Larcom. , ^ t,t i ^ 

That it shall be at the discretion of the Board of Works to employ Captain 
Larcom on any duty connected with any of the measures of relief now in 
prooress in which it may appear to them that he is well q^ualified to render 
valuable assistance, and likewise to select, from time to time, as their services 
may be required, any of the officers or other persons on the Ordnance Survey 
Establishment in Ireland, who, from their character and attai nm ents, or from 
the locality in which they are employed, would be particularly useful, and to 
assi®‘n to them any duty connected with any of the measures now in progress 
under the superintendence of the Board of Works, for the relief of the people 
during the scarcity, whether connected with drainage or otherwise, which the 
Board of Works may consider to be required by the peculiar exigencies of the 
ease, taking care that they retura to their ordinary duties in the Ordnance 
Survey, at the earliest period at which their assistance can be dispensed with 
by the Board of Works. 

If the Master- General and Board shall concur in this view, their Lordships 
request that instructions to the above effect may be immediately sent to Captain 
Larcom, and that their Lordships may he informed thereof. 



Secretary to the Ordnance to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Ordnance, March 24, 1846. 

In reference to my letter of the 20th instant, in reply to yours of the 17th, 
regarding the employment of Captain Larcom, Royal Engineers, and the Survey 
Party under his orders, in facilitating the drainage operations about to he under- 
taken by the Board of Public "Works in Ireland ; I have the honour, by command 
of the Master-General and Board of Ordnance, to transmit to you, for the infor- 
mation of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majestj-’s Treasury, the enclosed 
copies of the following papers, viz. : 

A letter from Mr. Pennefather to Captain Larcom, forwarding a copy of re- 
solutions of a meeting held in Dublin on the 6th instant. 

The reply of Captain Larcom thereto dated 9th instant. 

A letter from Captain Larcom to Colonel Colby, Royal Engineers, forwarding 
copies of the foregoing. 

A letter from Colonel Colby to the Inspector-General of Fortifications, with a 
report from the latter officer annexed. 

These papers are sent that their Lordships may he made aware of the further 
expression of Sir J. Burgoyne’s sentiments on the subject. 

P. S. — A copy of the resolutions of the meeting has not been sent, because the 
Master-General and Board apprehend the Lords of the Treasury have already 
been made acquainted with them ; but if not, a copy shall be immediately 
transmitted 



Enclosure. 

Mr. Pennefather to Captain Larcom. 

DuHlin Castle, March 7, 1846. 

I AM dedred by the Lord Lieutenant to forward the enclosed copy of resolutions of a 
meeting held on the 6th instant at No. 41, Sackrille-street, Lord Castlemaiue in the chair, and 
to request your opinion thereon for his Excellency’s information. An immediate reply is 
requested. 



Captain Laecom to Mr. Pennefather. 

Orancmce Survey Office, March 9, 1846. 

In returning the resolutions of the meeting, at which Lord Castlemaine w'as In the 
chair, on the 6th instant, forwarded to me with your letter of the 7th instant, I beg to 
remark, — 

In regard to the firet resolution, viz. — ^tbat it is desirable tbe hydrography of the country 
be specially surveyed by this department, that I think such a survey would be veiy valuable 
in a country for which drainage is so important as it is in Ireland. It would only he 
necessary, in addition to the levelling of contours or lines of equal altitude, which are now in 
progress, to level the ridges of the country bounding Ihe basins or valleys, and tbe streams 
or ^leys by which the waters which fall within them are, or may he discharged, when the 
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facilities or obstructions which now exist would become at onca apparent. Such a survey 
would, no doubt, immensely assist the subsequent operations of drainage, whether under the 
Board of Works or by individuals ; and it would be no very material addition to llie expense ; 
but the calculations lor cuttings, &c., could scarcely be undertaken until the project of the 
enc^ineer was completed, and it would materially alter the duties of this D^artment if it 
we'i-e, by anticipation, to make projects for all such improvements. The principal part of the 
survej-int^ force is at pr^ent employed upon the English survey; and with the force re- 
mainint^^n Ireland, so general a measure can scarcely be executed in sufficient time to meet 
the difficulties of the present season. I pass, therefore, to the second resolution. 

There can he no doubt that the Government, by executing the Townland Survey, which 
exhibits all local and territorial boundaries, and delineates the surface of the country, and 
by publishing the maps on the six inch scale at a low price, has made a great advance in aid 
of improvements in Ireland, and the survey or elevations, by contours and by hydrographic 
features, will be a further step in the same direction. This resolution now further proposes 
that during the present emergency detail sun'eys for special purposes shall also be made 
by the Surveying Department. The force at present employed on contouring in Ireland 
is 1 officer and 15 surveyors — a number quite inadequate to survey specially the whole hy- 
drography of the country in any short time ; but if the Government approve of any special 
projects, and the Treasury and the Ordnance were to consent, there would be no difficulty 
in taking the levels and sections of particular districts as parts of a whole, to be combined 
hereafter by the general operations of the survey. 1 presume, however, there w'ouid be some 
responsible public body to judge of the necessity for each project in the first instance. 

Tlie third resolution is one of great importance, as famine is usually followed by fever in 
Ireland ; and if any special surveys are required in its fulfilment, it will fall within the scope of 
the second resolution, so far as this Department is concerned. 



Captain Larcom to Colonel Colby. 

Ordnance Survet/ Office, Ihihlin, March 10, 1846. 

I BEG to enclose a copy of a memorial referred to me by his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and of my reply. 1 have been requested by the Chairman of Public Works in 
Ireland to lose no time in transmitting these papers, that, if you approve, you may lay them 
before the Inspector-General ; as the same memorial has also been referred to the Chairman, 
and he has forwarded it to the Inspector-General, with a copy of his reply. 



Colonel Colby to Major-General Sir J. Burgotne. 

Sljt^ * Ordnance Map Office, Southampton, March 20, 1846. 

I FORW-ARD the enclosed papers in accordance with Captain Larcom s request, without 
offering any opinion as to the correctness of the views which he has expressed, for the Lord 
Lieutenant’s information. 

Major-General Sir J. Bcbgoyne on the above. 

March 21. 1846. 

Submitted for the information of the Master-General, with reference to the question of 
applying the Ordnance Survey Department in Ireland to surveys for drainage measures under 
the present emergency of distress in that country’. _ • u i. 

The whole tenor of Captain Larcom’s remarks, and indeed one direct expression, show that 
such a proceeding could not have influence on the present emergency; and, therefore, I think 
it would have been belter had he confined himself to that, and left any such genera.1 operations 
as he seen^ inclined to recommend to the future consideration of the proper authorities, without 

n '.udgiog them. , ti. , «-v i o 

t involves matters that are not to be decided upon hastily. If the Ordnance Survey Depart- 
ment is to be charged with such operations, it will require a new branch peculiarly organized 
for them, as mere surveying and levelling are by no means sufficient for carryii^ them on 
effectively and economically. It is also a concern that will peculiarly, and as I think xmrea- 
sonably, interfere with the business of private professional surveyors. _ 

If the Government is inclined to enlarge the services of the Survey Department, it could te 
done probably in more ways than one, in a less objectionable manner, and to greater pmac 
advantage than by this. 



Teeasurt Minute on the above, ^ ^ 

March 24, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Ordnance in reply to h^ letter dated 24th instant, 
enclosing copies of correspondence arising out of a meeting held on the mh instant, 
at No. 41, Sackville Street, Dublin, the resolutions come to at which were ^ 
ferred, by the liord-Iieu tenant’s desire, to Captain Larcom, and refer to the 
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previous letter from tills Board of tliis day’s date, as containing [their Lordship’s 
final decision relative to the mode in which it is advisable that Captain. Ivarcoin 
and the Ordnance Survey Establishment in Ireland should be rendered available 
in aid of the measures in progress for the relief of the people suffering from 
scarcity in that count^J^ 

Transmit to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of the Lord-Lieutenant, 
copies of their Lordships’ two minutes of this day’s date, on the subject of the 
proposed temporary employment of Captain Larconi and the Officers and others 
belonging to the Ordnance Survey Establishment in Ireland, in assisting in the 
measures in progress for the relief of the people during the impending scarcity, and 
request that he will suggest, for the consideration of the Lord-Lieutenant, the ex- 
pediency of Sir. Griffith, and the establishment employed under his orders, in the 
valuation of Ireland, being instructed to give their assistance to the Board of 
Works, on precisely the same footing as Captain Larcom and his Establishment. 

Their Lordships are informed that hlr. Griffith has already intimated his wil- 
lingness to give his valuable aid to the measures for the relief of the people in any 
way in whi^ it may be required. 

Transmit a copy of both the above minutes of this day’s date to the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works for their information and guidance. 



Secretary to the Ordnance to hir. Trevelyan. 

Offi.ce of Ordnance, March 24, 1846. 

Having laid before the Master-General and Board of Ordnance your 
letter, dated this day, respecting the employment of Captain Larcom, Royal 
Engineers, and his party of surveyors, under the Board of Public Works in 
Ireland : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that the Master-General and Board have 
instructed the Inspector-General of Fortifications to cause their Lordships’ wishes 
and intentions, as expressed in your letter, to he complied with. 



Treasury Minute on the above, 

March 24, 1846. 

Transmit a copy of this letter to Mr. Pennefather, for the Lord Lieutenant’s 
information ; and to the Board of Works in Ireland, for tlieir information ; in 
continuation of the letters from this Board of yesterday’s date. 



The two Junior Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the 
Treasury. 

Dublin, March 21, 1846. 

In reply to a memorial which we had heretofore the honour of addressing 
to your Lordships, praying for an increase to our salaries as the two junior Com- 
missioners of Public Works, we were informed that the proper time to take our 
application into consideration would be when the conservation of the Shannon 
works should be added to our other duties. 

Since that period very heavy and important additional duties and responsibilities 
have been tluown upon our Board, and are more especially pressing upon us 
under the recent enactments, so as to leave us little time for rest, or attention to 
our private concerns. 

Under these peculiar circumstances, we confidently appeal to your Lordships’ 
favourable consideration of our claims, and humbly pray that such addition may 
be made to our present salaries Irom the commencement of tKe current quarter as 
may seem reasonable and proper. 



Treasury Minute on the above 

March 24, 1846 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that their Lordships l^ve had 
before them a letter from the junior Commissioners dated 21st instant, renewing 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



28o 



their application for an increase of salary, with particular reference to the additional 
duties which have to be performed by the Board of Works under the recent enact- 
ments, and state that their Lordships are ready to admit that the laborious exertions 
which will have to be made by all the members of the Board of Works, for the 
timely and successful accomplishment of the various important objects to which 
their attention has lately been directed, will give to the junior members some claim 
to extra remuneration, and their Lordships will have the subject again before them 
when the proper time shall have arrived. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

of PvhliG TThj-A's, March 21, 1846. 

I HAVE this day made arrangements with Mr. Pennefather, which will 
enable us to afibrd immediate relief in very urgent cases. Pressure becomes 
great, but not general. 



Commissioners of Public M'^orks to the liORDs of the Treasury. 

March 21, 1846. 

We have the honour to transmit herewith an abstract of an application 
from the Earl of Stradbroke for a grant from this Boat'd, under the Act of the 1st 
and 2nd Wm. IV., chap. 33, of five hundred and seventy-five pounds fifteen shil- 
lings (575/. 15^.) in aid of a new line of road from Clonmel to Dungan'an, 
between the old bridge of Ballymacarbury and the bounds of the bai'ony of !t)ecies, 
in the county of V'^aterford, and we beg leave to recommend the same for your 
Lordships’ favourable consideration. , 



Enclosure, 

Application for a Grant to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 



AppIicAut. 


Object. 


1 Sums required. 


General ObserratiuDS. 


The Eerl of StradbioVe 


la aid of e sev load from 
Clonmel to Durgarvao, 
het'ffeen the old Btidge 
of Ballymacarbury aod 
the boucds of the Ba- 
rony of Deciea, in the 
County of Waterford. 

1 


1 Estimate, 

! 1161/. )0r. 3<L 

Proposed Grant, 
875/. 15*. 

To he contributed ' 
by Lord Strad- 
broke, 

575/. 15s. 3<1. 

1 


The proposed line of toad «as laid out by Mr, 
Henry Owen, the County Snrveyo’r for 
Waterford, and inspected on the paitofthe 
Board by Kit. Thumas Kearney, C.E. 

Its utiUty or use is to open a portion of an 
immesbe tract of improrable mountain land 
lying south of the rirer Nier, aud containing 
considerably more than 40 square miles with- 
out a toad, that will enable the poor inhabit- 
ants to draw in mauure for their lands, or, 
where they do cultivate crops, to take out 
their produce. 

The Earl of Stradbroke offers to pay a moiety 
of the eBpeDse,with the view of procuring 
the people employrsent under the existing 
distress. The proposed giant is strongly r^ 
commended. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, Jos. C. Walkeb, /Seereta^. 

2\st March, J846. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March 24, 1846. 

AVrite to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland that my Lords are 
much gratified in being able to meet the verj- liberal and public-spirited con- 
ti'ibution of the Earl of Stradbroke towards the execution of the proposed work, by 
a public grant to an equal amount, and are therefore pleased to sanction the grant 
of 575/. 15^. recommended. 



Mr. Massy to Sir R. Peel. 

Rosanna, Tipperary, March 21, 1846. 

I HAVE been requested by the magistrates and cess-payers of the barony of 
Clanwilliam, at special sessions assembled, to transmit to you the enclosed copy of 
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a memorial to the Board of Ordnance, in the hope that you might he pleased to use 
your influence to have our wishes, if practicable, carried into eifect. I also enclose 
copy of a resolution, to a similar effect, unanimously passed by the Board of 
Guardians of this Union, another copy of which, as their chairman, and by their 
direction, 1 have transmitted through the Lord Lieutenant to the Board of 
Ordnance. The magistrates have, on former occasions, memorialized the Irish 
Government relative to the building of barracks, and an increase of troops in this 
district, having always considered it a strange circumstance that the large barony 
of Clanwilliam, genemlly the most lawless and disturbed part of Tipperary, 
should have been left trusting to hut one company of infantry. We, tlierefore, 
heard with pleasure that it ^vas intended to build a large military barrack near the 
town of Tipperary, and that land was taken for this purpose about a year since. 
Tiie works, however, have not been yet commenced. Should a beginning be made 
this year, it ivill be a great advantage to the working classes, for, I regret to inform 
you, want of food has already overtaken us in some districts of this Uniou, and 
this want is likely to become general before many weeks. We are endeavouring to 
provide labour for the people, but tbe number of the unemployed is so great, as is 
also the carelessness of our numerous absentee proprietors, that any additional em- 
plovinent is a very great boon. 

I fear. Sir, that we should not addi’ess you ou a subject not in your immediate 
department, but the truth is, that it is to you we all look for counsel and assistance 
in our approaching emergency. You have been the first to foresee the calamity, 
the first to take precautions against it; we also trust to your wisdom to lighten 
the evil when it does come, as far as human means can do. 



Enclosure. 

To the Right Honourable the Board of Ordnance. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Magistrates at Special Sessions, at Tipperary, assembled 
this 18th of March, 1846, — 

Sheweth, 

That for some time sincea portion of ground near tbe town of Tipperary has been in your 
possession for the purpose of building a military barrack, and as the poor of this district, from 
scarcity of food and want of employment, are in a most distressed condition, your memorialists 
anxiously hope that you will be pleased to commence the building immediafely, and thereby 
give employment during a season so likely to require it. 

(Signed) Maurice Crosbie Moore, J. P, 
John J. Fitzgerald, Bart., J. P. 
Joseph Cooke, J. P. and D. L. 
Henry W. Massy, J. P. 

Hugh B. Bradshaw, J. P. 

J. Archer Butler, J. P. 

Thomas Bolton, J. P. 

Hugh Baker. 



Copy of a Resolution unanimously passed at a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
Tipperaiy Union, held on Saturday, 21st February, 1846. 

Resolved, 

That the almost certain scarcity of the ensuing summer can only be provided against 
by an unusual supply of labour, and by a timely storage of provision, and that one of the best 
those purposes in this district appeai-s to be an immediate commencement of 
me bmidi^ of the intended military barrack ; and tbe ground for this buildin» beinc^ already 
in possession of the authorities, we are of opinion that part of the work might be quickly run 
up, and used as a temporary provision store, its situation .being particularly adapted to that 
purpose, as the present barrack is on the ground, and the Union workhouse in its immediate 
neighbourhood. 



Treasury Minute on tlie above. 

April 3, 1846. 

Acquaint BIr. Massy that, in considering the various works for which it was 
necessary to provide in the present year, the barracks at Tipperary appeared to be 
of inferior importance to others which were recommended for the sanction of the 
Treasury, and it was therefore deemed advisable to postpone to a future period the 
erection of the barracks in question. 
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JIemorial of the Galway Town Commissioners. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissiouers of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The hlemorial of the Incorjjorated Commissioners acting under the Gth 
and 7th William IV., 

Respectfully Skoweth — 

That the tou’ii of Galway, witli its environs, containing a very large and 
dense population exceeding 30,000 inhabitants, is totally unprovided with sewerage 
of any kind, which is so necessary for the public health, as fully appears from the 
evidence and reports of the Sanatory Commissioners on the Health of Towns in 
England, as laid before the House of Commons. 

That the town of Galway presents unusual facilities for effecting so necessary' a 
work by reason of tlie extensive lake about 1 5 feet above the level of the sea, thus 
affording an abundant supply of pure water at a comparatively inconsiderable 
expense, cousideriug the very great and important effects upon the public health. 

That the town of Galway, being peculiarly circumstanced under the aforesaid 
Act, and not having the power of assessing a borough rate, does not possess the 
funds by which they could accomplish tiiis most necessary and now indispensable 
■work, in consec^uence of several improvements now in contemplation at Gsilway, 
some of ivhich are already in progress, thus rendering it imperative to j)uy more 
particular attention to the health of all those who may become resident in the town. 

That your memorialists, feeling the necessity and importance of co-operating 
with Government in providing useful employment for the people at this most 
awful crisis, beg to state that tte inhabitants of the town are willing to be assessed 
by Grand Jury presentment for one-half of the sum of 4000/., -which it appears by 
the plan and estimate will be required for the construction of this work, although 
they are at present labouring under burdens which with difSculty they can 
sustain. 

Your memorialists, under all those circumstances, would most earnestly entreat 
your I/ordships’ sanction of this work, so necessary for the prevention of contagious 
diseases and the promotion of the public good, under the provisions of the Act 
1st Victoria, cap. 21. 

And your memorialists, as in duty hound, will ever pray. 

JOSEPH GHEALY, Chairman. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

May 5, 1846. 

'Write to the Galu'ay Town Commissioners that my Lords do not deem it 
advisable to accede to their request. 



Memorial of the Galway Town Commissioners. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Jlujesty’s Treasury. 

The ]\Iemorial of the Galway Town Commissioners, incorporated under 
the 6th and 7th William IV.,' 

Respectfully Showeth — 

That your memorialists, having learned with sincere satisfaction that it was 
determined to erect new barracks near the town, deemed it their duty, in the 
present very distressed state of the labouring poor, to entreat the Board of 
Ordnance to make an order for the immediate commencement of the u-orks. 

That, in reply to the entreaty of vour memorialists, urged by both the re])re- 
sentatives of the town, that Board informed them, through their secretary, a copy 
of whose letter is subjoined, that it could not make such an order until Her 
Majesty’s Government should place funds for the purpose at its disposal. 

That your memorialists, therefore, feel themselves justified in earnestly calling 
your attention to the state of the labouring poor of this over-populated district, 
asking you to consider how, legitimately, I'elief may he extended to them by pro- 
viding employrment, so desirable and so obvious ; how tte health and comfort of 
the troops, as well as the security of the country, will be prpmoted, and the 
immense saving that will ultimately he effected to the public ; and imploring you to 
place the funds requisite for the erection of tbe new barracks of Galway at the 
disposal of the Board of Ordnance. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

THOMAS KEARNEY, Chairman, 
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Enclosure. 

Mr. Blake to Mr. Hart. 

Souse of Commons, April 1, 1846. 

I AM happy to be enabled to transmit to you herewith the reply of the Ordnance Board 
to the memorial of the Galway Town Commissioners^ whicli I had recently the honour to 
present, and which had been forwarded; o me through vou as chairman. 

Sib, O^e of Ordnance, April 1, 1846. 

Having laid before the Board of Ordnance a memorial, dated the 23rd of March, 
from the Town Commissioners for the Improvement of the Town of Galway, signed by your- 
self as chairman, respecting the erection of barracks which are contemplated in that town, 
I have the honour to acquaint you that measures are in progress for obtaining a site for the 
new barracks; but no plan or estimate being prepared, or any money provided for the 
building of the new barracks, the Board fear it will not be possible to commence the works in 
the present year unless specially authorized by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &e., 

John Hart, Esq., Galway. E.'Byham. 

Treasury Minute on tlie above 

May 1, 1846. 

Write to the Galway Town Commissioners that their Lord ships cannot authorize 
the construction of new barracks at Galway until the work shall have received the 
sanction of Parliament and the necessai-y funds shall have been voted. 



Treasury Minute. 

March 24, 1846. 

"Write to the Secretary to the Ordnance, that as there is a pressing de- 
mand for o/hcers qualified to report upon, works projected in Ireland for the 
purpose of giving employment to the destitute poor during the present season of 
scarcity in that country, and to superintend the execution of such works, my 
Lords request that he will move the Master-General and Board to inform them 
what number of officers of the Royal Engineers may be rendered available for 
this temporary service, without seriously interfering with the due performance of 
the ordinary duties of the depai-tment. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, for their information ; and to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of 
the Lord Lieutenant. 



Secretary to the Ordnance to Mr. Trevelyan. 

March 30, 1846. 

Having laid before the Master-General and Board of Ordnance your 
letter dated the 24th instant, stating that as there is a pressing demand for 
officers q^ualified to report upon works projected in Ireland for the purpose of 
giving employment to the destitute poor during the present season of scarcity 
in that country, and to superintend the execution of such works, my Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury desire to be informed what number 
of officers of the Royal Engineers may be rendered available for this temporary 
service, without seriously interfering with the due performance of the ordinary 
duties of the department : 

I have the honour, by the Master-General and Board’s commands, to 
acquaint you, for the information of their Lordships, that there are not any 
officers available for this duty, but that a communication has been made to the 
Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland to ascertain whether he can spare 
any from those under his orders. ^ 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

Aftril 1, 1846. 

Transmit copy of this letter to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of 
the Lord-Lieutenant. 

Also request that he will state to His Excellency, that Lieut.-Colonel Colby, 
the Superiutendant of the Ordnance Survey of the United Kingdom, has been 
instructed by the Master-General and Board to proceed to Dublin, -without 
delay, to ascertain and reiiort what further assistance is likely to be required 
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by the Board of Works in examining into and superintending local -works, in 
order that qualified persons may, if necessary, be selected for this temporary 
service from the Survey Establishments in Engiand and Scotland. 



Secretary of the Ordnance to Mr. Trevelyan. 

AjMl 1, 1846. 

With reference to my letter of the 30th ultimo, stating that a com- 
munication had been made to the Commanding Royal Engineer in Ireland, to 
ascertain Tvhetlier he could spare any officer of Royal Engineers from those 
under his orders for tlie service mentioned in your letter of the 26tli, I have 
the honour, by comnijmd of the Board of Ordnance, to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that tire 
Commanding Royal Engineer reports that he "will endeavour to spare, for the 
service of the projected -u'orks in Ireland for the purpose of giving employ- 
ment to the destitute poor — 

Captain Broughton, 

Lieutenant Ogle, 

Lieutenant Baillie, 

for a short time, under the emergency of the case. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

April 3, 1846 

Write to Mr. Peunefatber, in continuation of the letter from this Board 
of yesterday’s date, and transmit to him a copy of this letter,j for the Lord- 
Lieutenant’s information. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, with reference to the letter 
from this Board dated 1 7th ultimo, and transmit for their information copies 
of the foUo-u'ing documents : — 

Letter from the Secretary to the Ordnance, dated 30th March, 1846 ; 

Their Lordships’ Minute thereon, dated 1st April ; 

Letter from the Secretary to the Ordnance, dated 1st April ; 

And state that the Commissioners are authorized to call for the services of 
the three officers named in the last-mentioned document, as they may be 
required. 



Secretary to the Ordnance to MrJ Trevelyan. 

[fBoarc? of Ordnance^ March 25, 1846. 

I have the honoui', by command of the Board of Ordnance, to acquaint you . 
for the information of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that, in the year 1843> 
the attention of die Board was directed by the Secretary of State to the necessity 
of Increasing the barrack accommodation at Tipperary ; and in 1844, the Quarter- 
master-General represented that it was desirable that early attention should be 
given to secure the necessary ground for that purpose under the recommendation 
of the Lieutenant-General commanding in Ireland. 

I beg to observe, that during many years there has been a small military barrack 
at Tipperary, for which an annual rent has been paid of 96?., and a' lease in per- 
petuity has (now) been procured of those premises from the trustees of Erasmus 
Smith’ .s schools, with adjoining houses, gardens, and land, comprising altogether 
21a. Or. 32p. (under the Ordnance Acts), at the annual rent of l\l. I5s. 9c?., 
an^ -which is perfectly sufficient for the measure above referred to. 

I beg, also, to fonvai’d a communication from the Irish Government respecting 
the proposed barrack, -with a memorial from the magistrates of Tippera^ ; also a 
copy of a report on the subject from the Inspector-General of FortiJfications. 

It has not been practicable, in the Estimate of 1846-7, to include any provision 
towards the execution of the proposed work, but under the drcumstances repre- 
sented in the enclosures, and as the Lieutenant-General commanding is desirous 
that early aiTMigements should be made at Tipperary for securing barrack accom- 
modation for a depdt, with the possibility of increa.sing it to an extent sufficient for 
a Regimejit, I am to beg you will be pleased to submit the papers to the Lords of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, for the favour of their Ix>rdshi]is’ decision, whether 
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measures shall be taken for proceeding with the work this year, and making’ pre- 
vision for it in the Estimate of the next. 

P.S. The Board beg the enclosures may be returned. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

March'll, 1846. 

Write to the Secretary to the Ordnance, that their Lordships cannot authorize 
the construction of new barracks at Tipperary until the work shall have received 
the sanction of Parliament, and the necessary funds shall have been voted. 

Return the enclosures. 



Lieut.- Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

0ffi.ee of Public Wo^’hs, Ajml 1, 1S46. 

W E have had upwards of TOGO persons employed during the past week, 
and our numbers will he daily much increased. Alm ost all our Reports concur 
that before the begimming or middle of May, distress will not he very generally 
felt It is provoking to read the language in which applications are written, 
when inquiry proves the statements are not home out by facte. Mr. Radcliff is 
just returned from inspecting the works in Meath ; he states that it is very 
difficult to ascertain what is the real state of distress, and as to the landlords, 
it is a shame to witness the backwardness they evince towards contributing to 
the expenses of the ■works. I understand from a Report (verbal) of one of our 
engineers, that in some instances the number of roads applied for in the 
memorials is from the circumstance that the resident gentry are afraid to oppose 
them at the Baronial Sessions. 



Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Gal-way Union to the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

April 1, 1846. 

I HAVE been directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to solicit 
the attention of your Honourable Board to the following statements : — 

A considerable sum is at present due by this Union to contractors for the supply 
of food and other necessaries to this workhouse, and many of these parties are not 
in a situation, especially at this period of distress, to remain without payment of 
their respective^ debts, being themselves in but humble circumstance.s. The 
Board are willing and ready to strike a rate adequate to the discharge of their 
liabilities, but in the*present state of this district from the impending scarcity and 
distress, it is not the desire of the Guardians to call upon the rate-payers (many of 
whom are little removed from pauperism themselves) to make a fresh contribution. 

M'ith this view they submit their case to your Lordships in the hope tliat you 
^vilI sanction an advance, say of two-thirds o^ the rate which it will be necessary 
for them to impose, and thereby postpone the period when it will be demanded, 
affording thereby considerable relief to this Union, and receiving ample security for 
the repayment of tlie monies so advanced. 

Earnestly entreating from your Honourable Board an attentive and favourable 
consideration of this communication. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

Aprill, 1846. 

Acquaint the Guardians that my Lords do not think they should be justifieef in 
acceding to this request. 



Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Limerick U nion to the Lords of 
the Treasury. 



April 2, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit your Lordships a copy of a resoluticn 
unanimously adopted by the Board of Guardians of this Union. 
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Resolved, — That it is most desirable that every facility sho»ild be afforded by Govern- 
ment, not only to the several local improvements proposed for the immediate employment of 
the labouring poor, but also to the public works projected through the kingdom, and that the 
powers vested in them by the several Acts of Parliament in reference to docks, railways, &c., 
both as regards grants and loans, can now be applied most advantageously for the relief of the 
distressed in this city and its vicinity, and for the permanent improvement of the country by 
giving, among other loans, the sum of 100,000f. to the Limerick and Waterford Railway 
Company for the promotion of the works, which will enable them at this particular time to 
give employment to their poor. 

Treasury Minute on the above. 

April 7, 1846. 

Write to the Guardians of the Limerick Poor Law Union that the Limerick 
and Waterford RaiKray Company have already been informed that their Lordships 
ciimiot comply with their application for an advance of public money in aid of the 
sums subscribed by their shareholders. 



Treasury Minute. 

April 3, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, that as it is of great import- 
ance that the fimd provided for the execution of public works for the relief of 
the people during the impending scarcity should be strictly applied to that 
purpose, and that it should he administered with all the economy consistent 
with the satisfactory accomplishment of the object for which it has been pro- 
vided, their Lordships desire that in reporting to this Board on applications 
for such grants, they will furnish specific information on each of the following 
points ; — 

First. Whether such a state of destitution has occurred, or is likely soon to 
occur, in the immediate neighbourhood of the places w’here the works are 
proposed to be executed, as to require that subsistence by means of employment 
should he provided for the people. 

Secondly. Whether the proposed works are such as will provide employ- 
ment for the labouring class in general, or whether they will only, or for the 
most part, employ masons or other artizans. 

Thirdly. Whether any proprietors or others will he benefited by the pro- 
jected works in a much greater degree than the other cess-payers of the 
barony or county ; and 

Fourthly. Whether such proprietors are willing to contribute towards the 
works. 

But their Lordships desire that the precautions which these points of inquiry 
imply, may, on no account, be allow'ed to interfere with the timely application 
of the relief which it is the object of these arrangements to afford; and if, in 
any case, the information above required should not be forthcoming, while the 
wants of the locality are pressing, the Commissioners will, at once, recommend 
to this Board the grant of such a sum as may be required to relieve the 
immediate necessities of the neighbourhood, taking such further steps as may 
appear to them to be proper in order to carry their Lordships’ instructions 
fully into effect. 

In those cases, and they may be frequent, in which it may not be practicable 
to adhere to the instructions issued by the Commission to Committees of Relief 
Districts, directing that the payments for W'ork done be made in food, and in 
which, therefore, it may be foxmd necessary to pay money wages, the money 
payments should be helow the umal rate of wages in the ndghhovrhood, and 
should be, as nearly as possible, limited to what is absolutely necessary for pro- 
viding a sufficient quantity of food for the support of the workmen and the 
helpless persons of their families. 

Transmit to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, 
copy of the letter above directed to he addressed to the Commissioners of 
Public Works. 

Also transmit a copy to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh for his infor- 
mation. 



2 0 , 
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April 3, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather that their Lordships’ attention has been particu- 
eularly directed to the following works, which have been recommended for 
the sanction of tliis Board, under the provisions of the 1 Viet. c. 21, in his 
several letters, as underneath : — 



6663.— Letter dated 
Match 30th, 1846. 
D. 41. 



66G4. — Letter dated 
March 30th, 1846. 
D. 44. 

6665. — Letter dated 
March 31st, 1846. 
D. 75. 



6666. — Letter dated 
April 1st, 1846. 

D. 104. 



0607. — Letter dated 
April 2nd, 1846. 

D. 134. 



Barony of Cary, in the County of Antrim. 



For alteration and improvement of the road from Bushmills 
to Bally Castle ........ £3500 

For making a new line of road and improving the present 

old road from Bally Castle to Ballymena .... 2000 

Barmy of Lower Slane, in the County of Meath. 

For a new road from Mitchelstown to Mandistowii . . 2000 

Barony oflveragh, in the County of Kerry. 

New road from Killoughin to Caherciveen, between Tiero- 

moyle and Gurnard ........ 200 

New road from Killougliin to Ballinskillig, between Gurru- 
uafurma and tlie new road at Doora ..... 640 

From Killamey to Ballinskillig, between Kuohome and 

Kentiphane 500 

From Caherciveen to Ballinskelligs, between Dungagan 

Chapel and the Quay at Ballinskelligs .... 480 

To Caherciveen Bridge, from both sides .... 200 

Barony of Ardee, in the County of Louth. 

645 perches of new road from Kells to Dundalk, hy Cooks- 
town .......... 1800 

935 perches of new road from Ardee to Drumcondra, at the 
hounds of Meath and Louth ...... 2000 

222 perches of a new road between the Drumcondra and 
Ardee old road and the proposed new road through the 

Bog of Ardee 700 

Barony of Castlerea, in the County of Roscommon. 

For a new line of road from Balliiilough to Ballymoe . . 1118 

For a new line of road from Castlerea to Ballyhaunis . . 445 lOs. 

For a new line of road from Castlerea to WilHamstown . 496 



State that new works of this description are ordinarily executed entirely at 
the expense of the parties interested, hy means of advances made from the 
Loan Fund imder the management of the Board of Works, and secured hy 
County Presentments ; and even in the case of certain wild and remote districts, 
in which this rule has, to a certain extent, been relaxed, one-half of the expense 
has usually been defrayed hy Grand Jury Presentment, one quarter by private 
contributions, and one quarter only by a Grant of public money. 

The sole object for which an additional sum of 50,000/. has been appro- 
priated in aid of public works in Ireland by the first Act of the present session 
is the relief of the distress arising from the scarcity impending over that country, 
and if Grants were to be made out of this fund, wi^out restriction, in aid of 
roads and other new works, in the proportion of one-half Grant to one-half 
Loan, this mode of procuring the execution of such works would be so 
decidedly more advantageous to the parties locally interested than any other 
which has of late years been available to them, ^at numerous applications 
would be likely to be made from a desire to participate in the advantages 
which this opportunity would offer, leading to the misapplication of the fund, 
and the neglect of the other, and, in some respects, more certain and unobjec- 
tionable means of relieving the people afforded by the ordinary operations of 
the Board of Works’ Loan Fund, and by the plan of proceeding prescribed by 
the Relief Co mmi ssion. 

Their Lordships, therefore, refer to their letter of this day’s date to the Com- 
missioners of Public Works, on the , subject of the precautions to be taken in 
order to secure a strict application of the fund which has been provided for the 
execution of public works for the relief of the people during the impending 
scarcity, a copy of which h^ been transmitted for the information of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and they desire that their sanction to the execution of the several 
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new roads above described may be considered as suspended, except in the 
extreme case contemplated in the sixth paragraph of the above-mentioned letter. 

And they req^uest that the Lord Lieutenant will cause immediate and effec- 
tual inquiry to be made on the following points in respect to each of the said 
proposed new roads : — 

1. Whether the destitution in each neighbourhood is such as to render it 
absolutely necessary that some works should be commenced. 

2. Supposing it to be necessary that some w'orks should be commenced, 
whether the new roads proposed might not be executed in the ordinary way, 
by Loan and Grand Jury Presentment ; and 

3. If decisive objections exist to the last-mentioned course, and a grant of 
public money is necessary, it should in that case be ascertained whether any 
particular proprietors will be benefited by the proposed works in a much 
greater degree than the other cess-payers of the barony or comity, and whether 
the proprietors in question are willing to contribute towards the works. 

As, with the exception of the new roads above adverted to, the other works 
included in Mr. Peunefather’s letters, quoted at the commencement of this 
Minute, were such as were likely to have been proposed only for the purpose 
of affording the people employment and relief during the scarcity, their Lord- 
ships have authorized the Board of Works to proceed at once with the execu- 
tion of them. 

Transmit to the Commissioners of Public Works, for their information and 
guidance, copy of the letter above directed to be sent to Mr. Pennefather. 

State that the course of proceeding which their Lordships wish to be pursued 
in respect to the neiv roads recommended in their Reports to Mr. Pennefather, 
noted in the margin, is fully detailed in the enclosed copy of a letter to that 2sih March, i’s45. 
gentleman. ^ ist 

The other works recommended in the above-mentioned Reports have received ^ ‘ ’ 

their Lordships’ sanction, and may be executed as follows ; — 

Report, 21th March. — One work, to the amount of 100/. 

Report, 30f/i March. — Thirteen works, to the amount of 2170/ 

Report, l4< April. — Three works, to the amoimt of 900/ 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Office of Public IVorks, Dublin, April 4, 1846. 

From all the accounts we receive, there are certain districts where the 
potato will be entirely exhausted by the beginning of May. Galway and Ros- 
common are very bad, and great employment must be given. It has always ap- 
peared to me, that the Act 9 Viet., c. 1, was not suited to meet the demands that 
will be made for relief. The baronial sessions, in many instances, are con- 
ducted more with a view to private, than public interests ; while in others the 
gentry or magistrates are afraid to oppose the proposes, and the memorials 
are sent forward, to be immediately followed by pressing letters for em- 
ployment, which are instantly forwarded from the Castle to the Board of 
Works. In some cases, the Lord Lieutenant has advanced small sums to 
enable us to commence work before the regular forms can be gone through. 
I believe I mentioned in a former letter, that from one barony in Clare, 
there had been applications for upwards of 90 pieces of road, and this day 
from an adjoining barony, applications for 113; how such a system can work 
well, I do not know. 

I do not see my way well with reject to the relief to be afforded by food ; 
depots should be formed well in the heart of the distressed districts if it be 
available ; Limerick, Banagher, Athlone, or Sligo, may be good points as 
central depots, but the food must be brought home to the poor man’s door. 
It would, in my opinion, be desirable that depots of Indian meal should be 
formed in each Poor Law Union. When hunger pieces, it must ^ be a 
question of out-door relief as regards the Poor Law. I look upcai this month 
as the most important as regards the Government arrangements, and I ^te 
it once for all, that under the Act 9 Viet. c. 1, employmait (annot be found 
for the numbers that will require it Speculators in some’parts have intro- 
duced Indian corn, and are selling it at a high pricey people seUing their 
oats, and buying Indian corn as an article that will keep better. 
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Treasury Minute. 

A^ril 7, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Penuefather, that their Lordships have authorized the Com- 
missioners of Public Works to execute the following work, at an outlay of 420/., 
oue-fifth of which has been undertaken to be contributed by Lord Fitzgerald’s 
agent : — 

A new line of ]*oad from Kenalay to Cashel. 

Their Lordship’s sanction to the other proposed works included in the Report 
of the Commissioners, dated 31st ultimo, and which consist entirely of new 
lines of roads, ■ndthout any contribution from the pai'ties principally interested, 
must be considered as si^pended, for the reasons and subject to the inquiries 
explained in the minutes of this Board, dated the 3rd instant 

Write accordingly to the Commissioners of Public Works, and add that the 
sum contributed by Lord Fitzgerald’s agent is to be deducted from the Grant ; 
one moiety of the whole expense of such works being in every ca.se advanced 
from the Loan Fund, and repaid by the barony. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

April 7, 1846. 

We have the honour to forward herewith a return made up to the 31st 
March, which shows the number of applications we have received for grants 
for roads, under the Act 9th Viet., ch. 1, the amount of the Presentments for 
the same, and the sums recommended by us and approved of by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. We have also attached to it an 
Index Map of the Ordnance Survey of the county of Clare, to enable their 
Lordships to form an idea of the extent and relative positions of the several 
■works applied for in that district, and of the arrangements necessary to be 
made, by this Board, for the employment and proper control of the numerous 
parties required for tlie effective execution of so great a number of detached 
works. 

We endeavour to anticipate the demands for superintendence, and, so far, 
have been successful, considering the existing demands on railways lor 
engineers and superintendents. At the same time, we feel that we ought not 
to deceive either the Government or ourselves in the expectation that we shall 
he able to find engineers or superintendents equal to take the charge of such a 
multiplicity of works as wiU press upon us, if the presentments follow each 
other through the distressed districts in proportionate numbers with those 
which have been already sent in from Counties. For instance, from the Barony 
of Moyarta, in the County of Clare, there were ninety-nine applications for 
different roads ; and in the adjoining Barony of Inchiquin, we have under 
examination one hundred and thirteen works, for which grants are applied for 
by memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, under the above-named Act : and if the 
distress increases so will the demands for employment multiply and become 
more cogent, and our difficulties will, consequently, be enhanced 

The system adopted, at present, to afford relief is, for the district requiriuo* 
It, to send m a memorial to his ExceUency the Lord Lieutenant ; that docu- 
ment is then forwarded to the Relief Commissioners, who pass it on to this 
Board with any observations they may have to make upon it, whether urgent 
or otherwise. After being registered and examined, it is then put into the 
hands of a military officer or engineer for investigation, and who immediately 
proceeds to the district to inspect and report upon the several works embraced 
by the memorial, and to obtain the information required by the printed 
instructions marked A, which have been prepared for the guidance of officers 
employed by us on such occasions ; and, on the receipt of his report we pro- 
ceed to take It into consideration, and decide upon the works which we ought 
to recommend to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant for approval, and which 
to reject ; and, • upon the receipt of our report, his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant communicates his recommendation of the approved works to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 
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Such is the mode to he pursued according to the provisions of the Act 
9 Viet, ch. 1. imder which the applications are made, and which appears to 
he clear and simple. Still it must he evident to their Lordships, that the 
process is a long one in cases where immediate relief is required. Nor does 
the Act appear to us to be well suited for the general demands and wants that 
■will arise ; it is too slow in its operation, and invite applications for works 
•which, imder no other circumstances, could be so advantageously executed for 
the benefit of the locality or for individuals, and which would not be recom- 
mended for approval were it not that, in almost every case of memorial, his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is urgently called upon to order the works to 
be immediately commenced. The same pressure is applied to the Relief 
Commission by letter and by deputation, and the same is observed with respect 
to ourselves ; so that, in many cases in wliich we should not for a moment 
hesitate to reject, we feel compelled, from the urgent representations sent to 
us by the Irish Government and Relief Commissioners, to do that which we 
feel ought not to be done, except from the reports and representations alluded 
to above. We see no remedy, under the existing system, except that of the 
Local Co mmi ttees being formed before the distress manifests itself, and by 
which time could be aferded for a more leisurely inspection of the district. 
We trust their Lordships will see how very difficult it is for us, with all the 
desire on our parts to prevent improper expedition, to do so effectually while 
the demands for employment are so urgent. 

We have many complaints from proprietors, objecting to tlie lines in wliich 
the roads are proposed to be made, as d^troying ornamental or liighly-culti- 
vated lands, and that they had not any notice of the holding of the Sessions 
from their absence in Dublin or elsewhere. We are aware from the reports 
we have subsequently received that the proceedings at many of the Baronial 
Sessions have been extremely irregular. Those who could, and were anxious 
to object, were overpowered by the numbers of those who demanded roads to 
be made in the immediate neighbourhood of their own holdings, and to resist 
the applications would have been highly imprudent, if not dangerous. Their 
Lordships are aware that the Master-General and Board of Ordnance placed 
Captain Larcom and the Irish Branch of the Survey under this Board, to assist 
in any way that they could be usefully employed ; and their Lordships directed 
that Mr. Griffith, the Valuator-General for Ireland, should, in like manner, be 
placed at our disposal. We, therefore, made arrangements, which were 
approved of by the Chief Secretary, to place under Captain Larcom the duty 
of making the inquiries into the works applied for in the memorials ; and we 
directed 'that the three officers of Royal Engineei's, and the nine officers from 
the regiments serving in Ireland, who had been placed at our disposal by the 
Commander of the Forces, should receive their instructions from Captain 
Larcom. This was an arrangement which appeared to us best suited to meet 
the objects desired, as there were great facilities afforded by it for quick 
despatch from the readiness with which the officers could be furnished with the 
maps of the district they had to visit ; and it left Captain Larcom (under the 
instructions we issued to him, paper B) at liberty to use his own judgment and 
discretion in selecting such individuals as he might consider useful, and thereby 
avoiding all unnecessary interference with the details of the operation carrying 
on in the Survey Department Mr. Griffith has also given us the benefit of 
his personal assistance ; and, in conjunction with Captain Larcom, we find the 
arrangements made are working satisfactorily, and have no doubt will con- 
tinue to do so. 

We also enclose papers marked C, D, E, which have been prepared by us 
for the engineers and officers employed in reporting upon, or in charge of, 
■works ; and we also enclose a paper marked F, which is the circular letter we 
forward to those proprietoj*s or landholdei^ who we consider ought to contri- 
bute towards the expenses of the roads : we regret to state that our applications, 
in most cases, have been unsuccessful. 

This being the first Report we have made, we considered that the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury might ivish to be informed of the 
nature of our proceedings, and the arrangemaits we had made for carrying 
into execution their Lordships’ instructions for affording relief, by the employ- 
ment of the poor, during the present period of distress, which is the reason why 
we have written so fully on the subject. 

We also enclose a Return, showing the number of men to whom employment 
has been given during the period from 21st February to 3Ist March. 
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Enclosure A. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 1846. 

You will be so good as to proceed to tbe County to inspect the 

country through which it is proposed the different lines of road alluded to in the accompanying 
memoiial, from the Barony of , shall pass. The County Surveyor, on 

application being made to him, will give every information in his power to enable you to form 
an opinion, and to report to the Board whether the whole, or wliat portion, of those works it 
would be advisable to undertake, with the view of providing employment, as a means of imme- 
diate relief, for the labouring poor whose means of subsistence may have failed. 

It is of the utmost importance that any works to be immediately commenced should, if 
possible, be in the vicinity of the villages where the greatest distress now prevails, so as to 
brbg the poor witlun a reasonable distance of the works. 

No work of doubtful public utility should be recommended, unless no other can be pointed 
out in the locality more worthy of support. 

The accompanying plan points out the situation of some of the intended roads, but is unac- 
companied by sections. The estimate for each, an extension of which is precluded by the Act 
of Parliament, is stated in the body of the memorial; and it is of importance to have your 
opinion on the adequacy of those estimates for the works specified. On receiving your Report, 
the Board will have detailed plans and sections prepared by the County Surveyor, or others, so 
that it wiU be unnecessary for you to enter into these details ; the great object in view being to 
obtain, at an early period, a Report on the propriety of undertaking the proposed worlcs, with 
a view to benefit the distressed population. Where a line of road of considerable extent is 
proposed to be undertaken in a Barony, through the whole of which great distress does not 
exist, it may be desirable to execute only a portion of the line through the distressed locality, 
provided the portion can be connected by a short line with any existing road, leaving the 
remainder to be made hereafter in the ordinary way by Presentment. The advice of the 
Distress Commissioners to divide the work as much as possible, and to avoid bringing labourers 
a distance from their homes, should, in all cases, be acted on. 

Where the plans and sections of the proposed works have not been prepared by the County 
Surveyor, and this officer is not prepared immediately to undertake them, the Board will, on 
your application, send a surveyor to take the necessary levels of such lines as you may recom- 
mend the Board to adopt. 

You will take every opportunity of acquiring information (as much as possible from disin- 
terested and well-informed persons) as to the stock of potatoes for sale in the district, and tbe 
probable time it will suffice for. Mucli information may be obtained on these matters from the 
Stipendiary Magistrates; the officers and men of the Constabulary ; from County Surveyors, 
and their assistants, and from other authorities besides the Local Committees that are esta- 
blished for affording relief. 

It should be impressed on those engaged in farming pursuits that any sum now expended by 
them on extra employment of labourers will be tlie means of reducing the demands on the 
County Rates for which they are liable. A moiety of the expenditure, under the 1st Vic., is 
borne by the Barony. Landlords who have only life interest in their estates should be informed 
that, by the Public Works Act, recently passed (9 Vic., c. 1), great facilities are given for 
borrowing money for the improvement of their estates by works of drmnage, &c. ; and at no 
time could works of this nature be better commenced than, at the present. You will use all 
the influence which your independent position gives yovi to impress on the gentry the necessity 
of making every exertion, by opening subscription lists, and otherwise, to raise funds for assist- 
ing the poor during tbe coming crisis of distress ; it is at the very outset that those exertions 
will be most beneficial, by inspiring the poor with confidence in their natural protectors. 
Moreover, the employment to be afforded under the 1st Vic., c. 21, must be of a very limited 
nature. 

The Commissioners further desire that you will supply as full information as you can obtain 
with reference to the following queries; — 

Firstly. — ^\Miether such a state of destitution has already occurred, or is likely to 
occur, in the immediate neighbourhood of your inquiry, as to require that means of 
emplojinent should fortliwith be provided for the purpose ? 

fondly. — ^Whether any particular proprietors or others will be benefited by the 
propowd wwksin a greater degree than the other cess-payers of the Barony or County ? 

Thirdly. — Whether such proprietors are willing to contribute in proportion to their 
interest in the works ; and if not, what reasons they may assign for refusing to do so ? 

By order, 

Secretary. 

Enclosure B. 

'Hie Commissioners of Pubuc W’’orks to Captain Larcom. 

Offiice of Public Works, March 27, 1846. 

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury having communicated to this Board that the 
Master-General of the Ordnance had directed that yourself and staff should, under tbe present 
circumstance.^ of_ the countrj% afford such assistance as may be required, the Board consider 
that the manner in which you can best assist them will be to refer to you all the memorials for 
wor^ under provisions of the Acts 1 and 9 Vic., chapters 21 and 1, after they have been 
received and registered in this office ; and they request that you will make such arran^emene 
as may appear to you best calculated to ensure a prompt examination being made as to the 
several works applied for under those Acts. And that no time may be lost to enable the 
Board to certify to the Lord Lieutenant upon each memerial, in addition to the staff of the 
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Ordnancse Survey Department the Board will direct the three officers of Royal Engineers, now 
attached to this Board, and the nine officers of the line, to receive instructions from you as to 
the localities they will be required to inspect. 

A supply of printed insti'uctions, prepared by the Board, have been sent you, on which the 
engineers and officers who have been sent to the country have acted, and you will have the 
goodness to issue them as occasion may require. 

The officers and persons sent to the country should be furnished with a copy of the Act of 
Parliament (a supply of which will be sent you) ; and great care is necessary in the examina- 
tion of the several lines of road that the termini are within the bounds of the Barony in or for 
which the sessions were held. This is of the utmost importance, not only as regards the sum 
mentioned in the memorial, but further in reference to the Presentment to be made by the Grand 
Jury. In every case, when a line of road applied for is such as will greatly benefit an indi • 
vidual, it will be proper that tlte inspecting officer should ascertain the namesof the proprietors 
whose lands will be benefited by the proposed roads, and send in his list w'ith the Report. 

A messenger will be dispatched daily with such memorials as may in the mean time be 
received for Mountjoy, and will bring back any reports you may have received from the 
country. The Board beg you will impress upon the minds of all employed the great 
importance of the duties entrusted to them, and the necessity for despatch. 



Enclosure C. 

Instructions for the Guidance of Engineer.?, &c.,sent from the Board of Works to Report 
upon Memorials under the Act 9 Viet. cap. 1. 

For Engineers fertile laying out and constructing New Lines of Road, or the improving of existing 
Roads, hy cutting down Hills and filling Hollows. 

No. 1. Roads that have for their object mere employment, so as to alienate distress arising 
from scarcity of food. 

No. 2. Those that tend to improve the agricultural interests of the district. 

No. 3. Roads that facilitate the general means of transit towards the leading inteiml markets 
and to the sea ports. 

The termini being decided on by the magistrates and rate-payers, and the amount to be 
expended presented for under the Act of the 1 Vic. c. 21 , the document is thin fit to be put 
into the hands of the Commissioners’ engineer for examination, if laid out hy the local officers 
of the County; but if it is to be laid out for execution by the Commissioners’ officer, his first 
duty will be to perambulate the country in the shortest line between the points fixed on, and to 
select the most facile course which comes nearest to a right line, that would mute the terminals, 
keeping in recollection that deviations may be made with advantage to the present and pro- 
spective interests of the coiinlry, ifby so doing, the line will be made to afford easy access for 
rural purposes, to good turbaries, or to natural fertilising depots, such as limestone, rock, com 
gravel, marl, &c., still bearing in mind that the sum presented for cannot be exceeded. 

Where the country is open, one eye^survey may enable him to make a selection ; but where 
it is irregular, presenting several apparently feasible ways for overcoming the physical difficulties, 
which the ascents or descents on the line may present, each way should be narrowly inspected, 
to ensure that the best is chosen ; the levels of which are then to be accurately taken, o’oserring 
that the severest gradient should not exceed 1 to 20, which, although on country roads, it may 
not be considered an unfavourable incline, yet requires double the power, or two horses to 
overcome its ascent, while one would be found quite suffident on a level plane. 

The best line being selected (having reference to the foregoing remarks), the next thing to be 
decided on, is breadth of carriage-way. Two maii-coaihes will pas each other on a road 11 
feet in width. This may be taken as the minimum breadth, and only to be adopted in rock 
cuttings. Roads that are merely for agricultural accommodation should not exceed 15 feet 
between the backs of the fences. Those for mixed uses to range from 18 to 30 feet, beyond 
which, except where the traffic is very considerable, and the wear consequently great, diey 
should not be extended, as it would be a needless waste olTand, and cost of construction. When, 
the line projected in one county runs to the verge of another, it should be ascertainid if it can 
■with facility he extended into the county it impinges on ; if not, it can only be supported as an 
agricultural road, and not one of general utility. 

With respect to construction : — In all cases of formation through arable land, the vegetable 
soil should be removed from beneath the metalling, and where practicable (within a reasonable 
limit as to cost), the whole surface of the formation should be ballasted with rough rubble stones 
about six inches in depth, on which the metalling is to rest. This ballast will fonn an effective 
system of underdrainage for the road, without which the cost of maintenance will be much in- 
creased; free egress must also be given to the drainage water into the side ditches or fences, 
the grips of which should be so formed as to levels, tliat tlie water without accumulation may 
run freely off ; by adopting these means, the ditches tend to drain the land as well as the road. 
The sketch on the next page gives a good form of cross section for roads and fences. 

Where side cutting is taken for trunking or forming the road, the soil should be stripped 
from off the land wanted, and the excavation taken so as to allow of the lands being reformed 
and cultivated, when the soil is restored. T’he same practice should be adopted in spoil-banks ; 
the soE should be taken off where the excavated earth is to be laid, andihe surface of the spoil- 
bank, when properly formed -with slopes eff 6 to 1, resoiled and returned to the farmer. In this 
way, the least amount of waste is committed on the land ; and the vegetable soil removed from 
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ofF the surface of the road, if given to the occupier of the grounds through which the road is 
carried, will be an acceptable boon. 



Cross Section of a Hoad 21 feet hetweeii the Mounds. 




In the formation of roads through moors, or shallow bogs, the elastic matter should be re- 
moved where the cost would not be too great, an inflexible base being of the first consequenee . 
in road constructing. When the cost becomes too heary from the depth of the bog, the first 
operation should be drainage, so as to remove all the stagnant water from off the line. These 
drains, all of which are to cross the road at interspaces of about 40 feet, should be so made oi 
dried turf properly moulded, as to remain permanently open ; and the side or fence drains in 
all cases, and at all times, should be kept sufficiently deep and clear for these cross drains to 
discharge into. The formation may then be proceeded with, the filling in of all the hollows to 
he done with virgin bog, chopped and firmly trodden. The crowning of the roadway to he 
then formed with dried peat scraps j those are sods cut about 16 inches bv 12 inches, and 9 
inches in depth, laid evenly over the whole breadth of the carriage way, in two layers; on this 
formation a scaling of tenacious clay, 9 inches in uniform depth, should he placed, on which 
the metalling, either fine broken stones, or, what is better for bog roads, adhesive gi'a%'el, is to 
be placed, averaging 8 inches in thickness. The equilibration of a bog road is its greatest 
security. 

As a general guide to forming an opinion of the average cost of a 21 foot road fall others in 
proportion) it may be taken at from 5s. to 6s. per yard lineal, that is for work only ; for the 
cost of land assume 30s. per statute acre an average price ; and 23 years' purchase a fair 
term for the fee, it will be found to add about two-sevenths in amount to the estimated cost of 
the work. 

A general idea of the number of men to which one mile of road estimated to cost 500i?. will 
afford employment ; say for four mouths, from 1st of May to 1st of September, assuming that 
there will be 88 working days within that time, may be thus formed : — First, deduct lOZ. per 
cent, off the gross estimated sum for implements and management ; this reduces the amount 
applicable to labour to 450Z. ; divide the sum by 88, the days to be worked. It will produce 
51. 2s. 3d. per day, equivalent to the employment of say 123 men at lOd. per day for 88 days. 
But if we come to the conclusion, that the poor cannot live on the wages of five days per week , 
or 4s. 2d., and that nothing short of 5s. per week will support them, 105 becomes the divisor, 
and the number that can be then employed is reduced to 103 men per day. In this way an 
approriraate estimate can be formed of the number of men, that the expenditure of any given 
sura within certain limits as to time will afford employment to, assuming that the whole is spent 
in manual labour. But as there is scarcely any road-project that has not a certain amount of 
mason s work in its formation, this amount has to be added to the lOZ. per cent, for implements 
and superintendence, and deducted from the gross amount, before a division of the sum appli- 
cable to the payment of men’s labour is made. 

To increase the means of extending employment to the poor in cutting down hills, and fillino- 
hollows, long wheeling even to the extent of from 150 to 200 yards may be encountered sooner 
than employ horses, as the hire of two horses will absorb the wages of seven men at least. 

Permanent execution of the works undertaken, if to be obrained through manual labour, 
should in all cases be preferred to imperfect execution, even though the project may be carried 
to a greater extent. 



9ik March, 1846. 



9th March, 1846. 



John Mao Mahon, C.E. 

Office of Public Works. 

Approved, 

By order of the Board, 

J. C. Walkeb, Secretary. 



Enclosure D. 

Office of Public Works. Dublin, March 1846. 

With reference to the works about to be executed in the county of 

under your superintendance, the Board request your attention to the following observations : 

it 13 desirable that the works should only be advanced in proportion to the wants of the 
por, so as to afford employment for as extended a period as possible. 

A Committee has been named who will co-operate with the Board, of which you also are 
appinted a member. ^ 
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Tickets will be issued to the labourers, and others requiring relief, and no person is to 
be employed on any of the works who does not bring a letter or ticket from the Committee. 

The payments will (when possible) be weekly — the rate of wages to be in no case higher 
than the ordinary rate of the district ; and where infirm persons are employed they will, of 
course, not he paid at the same rate as the able-bodied. 

Your instructions should be in writing to all parties j and you should be careful to e-tablish 
a good system at tlie outset to prevent confusion hereafter, as the distress may become more 
urgent. 

It is most desirable to have as small a sum as possible of this fund abstracted for payment 
of anytbing but liibonr. 

The Board would be glad to have your suggestions as to the employment of a pay clerk, 
and the place of residence most convenient to the works, and the procuring of change for the 
paymeiils. 

You are to forward to the Board Ordnance Maps showing the sites of each work. 

The Board wish to have returns, weekly, from the Superintending Overseer, of the number 
of men, women, and boys, employed on the different works during the season of distress, dis- 
tinguishing the infirm from the able-bodied men. 

It will be necessary for you to appoint a better class of check clerk on those roads, so that 
the Board may order payments without auditing the accounts previously in this office; any 
over charge in calculation will be charged against the overseer and check clerk. 

Every as.sistance will be given by the police, consistent with the duties they have to perform. 

Overseer’s books, check lists, pay returns, &c., will be sent as required. 

The payments will be weekly; the returns being forwarded to the pay clerk on a day to 
he fixed by you ; and yon will give the Board notice before hand of the probable amount that 
will be required for each weekly payment, so that the amount may be reniilted in time to the 
pay clerk. 

By applying to the county surveyor, he will probably he able to furnish you with some men 
fit to act as overseers and gaugers. 

You will give orders for the necessary tools and implements, on agreements, and inform the 
Board of their nature and extent. Should you be unable to procure them on fair terms in 
your district, the Board will send such as you may require from elsewhere. 



Enclosure E. 

GENER-itL Instructions for Esginhers. 

1 Victoria, Chap. 21. 

In proceeding to exeeute works under tlie 1st Victoria, c. 21, the Board have all the 
powers for this purpose, which they possess under the original Public Works Act, 1st and 2nd 
Wm. IV., c. 33. 

Sec. 74 authorises the taking of land for the purpose, rendering therefore, or for any damage 
which may he cccarioned thereby, such satisfaction to the proprietor or occupier as may be 
agreed on, and in case of their not agreeing, then upon payment of such sum as shall h.i 
awarded by a jury of 12 persons. 

In the event of the jury awarding a less sum than has been offered on behalf of the Com- 
missioners, the expense of the Jury is to be borne by the party, and, on the other hand, if a 
larger sum is awarded than has been offered, the expense falls upon the Commissioners. 

For the purpose of an immediate entry on the lands, the Act authorises the Commissioners 
to so enter, and proceed with the construction of the road or biidge, after haying tendered to 
the proprietor or occupier, such sum as they may consider reasonable. 

In proceeding in all such cases as above provided for, the course is to ascertain the quantity 
of land to be taken, and the value of it, then, the occupier’s interest in the land, upon which a 
calculation may be made, not only of the sum to be paid the occupier, but also what should be 
paid the proprietor for the loss of rent of that portion of the land taken for the road, and the 



value of his reversion therein. 



Office of Piillic fVorh, Dublin, March 3, 1S46. 



By order of the Board, 

Joseph C. Walker, Secretmy. 



Enclosure F. 

Sir, Office of Public Worhs, March, 1846. 

A Memorial having been presented to the Lord Lieutenant from the barony of 
in the county of under the autnority of the 

the 1st Victoria, c. 21, praying that certain works, therein specified may he forthwith under- 
taken for' the relief of the distressed poor, I am directed by the Commissioners of Public 
Works 'to ascertain whether you are willing to contribute any and what sum towards the 
expense of making the proposed road from to 

which it is understood will pass through and benefit your property. This application is made 
by directions from tVie Lords of the Treasury, who require private contribiitions in aid ol new 
lines of road, when public grants are sought for. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant. 



2 R 
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Returs showing the Number and Nature of Applications, under the Act 1 Viet., c. 21, with the Amount applied for, the 
Amount recommended, and the Date of commencing Work, up to the 31st March, 1846, accompanied by a Letter to the 
Treasury of this date. 













Date. 










Date of 


No. 


County. 


Barony. 




Nature ot Application. 


applied for 




reroznmeeded. 


commencing 














£. 


S. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 




1 


Antrim . . 


Carey . . 




Making new roads, and im- 
proving old. 


March 2 


12,870 






5,500 

1,950 


0 






2 




Dunluce, Upper 




11 2 


2,988 












3 




Dunluce, Lower 




j 1 > > 


1 1 2 


3,502 














4 




Kikonway . 




>> > » 


>1 2 


9,550 


0 


0 










5 


Clare . . . 


Bunrattv, Upper 




J » » 1 


March 17 


4,416 




0 


1,012 




0 


April 6. 


6 




Bunrattv, Lower 


, 


11 ,, 


1, 17 


5.018 




0 




10 




April 6. 


1 




Clonderlaw. 




Roads and quays . 


Mai-ch 7 


12,781 


15 




2,811 


0 




March 23. 


8 




Corcomroe . 


. 


New roads, end improving 


1, 26 


9,221 


0 




















old. 


















9 




Ibrickane . . 




11 J » 


1. 1 


9,930 


0 




4,020 




0 


March 28. 


10 




Incbiquin . 




New roads, and improving 


,, 20 


5,792 


0 




















old, and repairs. 


















11 




Islands . 




New roads, and improving 


>1 16 


1,539 12 


0 


















old. 


















12 




Movarta . . 




• 1 i» 


Jan. 31 


10,620 


0 


0 


7,520 




0 


March 1. 


13 




Tul'la, Upper . 




New roads, aud improving 


March 7 


15,537 


0 


0 


2,466 


10 


0 


April 6. 








old, and repairs. 


















14 


1 , , Tulia, Lower . 




New roads, and improving 


1, f 


10,257 


0 


0 


1,930 




0 






1 




old. 


















15 


1 Cavan. . . 


Clonchee . . 




11 3 1 


Feb. 9 


3,200 


0 




1,600 






March 26. 


Id 


Cork . . 


Carberrv, West 




11 11 


March 21 


2,300 


0 


0 










n 


Galwav . 


Athenry . . 




New roads, and improving 


,, 23 


2,144 


0 


0 


















old, and repairs. 


















IS 


, , 


Ballymoe . . 




JNew roads, and improving 


1, 23 


4,576 


0 


0 
















old. 


















19 


, , 


Danmore . 




Roads, footpaths, and repdrs 


,1 23 


14,515 




0 










20 


, , 


Galwav . 




New roads, and improving 


March 3 


10,000 




0 


















old. 


















21 


, , 


Kilconnell . 




11 >1 


J. 3 


2,797 


0 


0 










22 


, , 


Killyon. . 




IS 11 


>1 3 


3,710 


0 


0 


3,110 


0 




March 19. 


23 




Killarton . 




New roads, and repairs 


March 17 


4,707 


0 


0 










24 


,, 


Leitrim 




New roads, and repairs, and 


1, 2 


5,549 


0 


0 




































25 


, , 


Lougbrea . 




Roads 


,, 14 


7,914 


0 


0 










26 


, , 


Tvaquin 




New roads and repairs. 


• J 1 


7,430 


0 


0 


4,905 


0 


0 




21 


Kerrv . . . 


Cianmaurice . 




New and old roads, quay, &c- 


1. 14 


22,800 


0 


0 










28 


,, 


Corkaguinny . 




Roads, piers, fever hospital, 


7 


25,080 


0 


0 


3,850 


0 


0 












and lighthouse. 


















29 


, , 


Dunkerron, Norm 




New road and bridges. 


,1 26 


4,830 


0 


0 










SO 




Dunkerron, South 




Roads, quays, canal, &c. . 


1, 26 


4,745 


0 


0 










81 




Glenarough 




New roads and quays . . 


March 6 


9,666 


0 


0 










32 


, , 


Irraghticonnor . 




1. 14 


15,830 


0 


0 










33 


,, 


Iveragh 




Roads, piers, harbours, &c. 


Feb. 28 


22,760 


0 


0 


2,020 


0 


0 




34 




Magimiby . 




Roads new, and improving 


March 6 


5,570 


0 


0 


2,610 


0 


0 












old. 


















35 




Traghanaemv . 




Roads and harbours . 


1, 4 


13,620 


0 


0 










36 


Kilkenny - 


Kilkenny City . 




Rndge, and unproving streets 


1, 23 


7,500 


0 


n 










31 


Kiag’s . . 


Ballybritt . 




Improving roads . 


1, 4 


1,200 


0 


6.5 










38 


, , 


Ballycowan. . 




ij 21 


960 


0 


0 










39 


Limerick . 


Clanwilliam . 




New roads 


1, 16 


5,895 


0 




515 


0 






40 


,, 


Connelloe, Lower 




Roads, sewers, and deepen- 


11 21 


8,508 


0 


0 


















ing rivers. 


















41 


, , 


Coshma . . 




New roads 


1, 27 


6,578 














42 




Gienquin . 




New roads, and improving 


.1 19 


11,100 


0 


0 










43 




Limerick . 




Sewers, making and im- 


.1 19 


3,250 


















Bubble Brien . 




proving roads. 
















44 


, , 




.Makingaud improving toads 


», 12 


5,350 


0 


0 


350 


0 


0 


March 28. 


45 


j. 


Sliannid 




>» u 


» 26 


10,946 


0 


0 










46 


Louth . . . 


Ardee . 




>1 » » 




1,740 




0 










47 


, , 


Dundalk, Upper 




, , ,, 


1, 23 


5,100 


0 


0 










48 


,, 


Dundalk, Lower 








» 














49 


, , 


Ferrard 






Feb. 17 


410 


0 


0 










50 


Meath 


Kells, Upper . 








1,900 


0 


0 


1,900 


0 


0 


March 5. 


51 


, , 


Kells, Lower . 




11 >5 


,1 21 


6,660 


0 


0 


5,620 


0 


0 


March 5. 


52 


, , 


Morgallion . . 




11 11 




4,100 


0 


0 




0 






53 


,, 


Navan, Lower . 




Improving roads and foot- 


1, 24 


2,260 


0 


0 


1,745 




0 












paths. 














(continued.) 





* Amount omitted, but memorial seat out for inspection. 
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No. 


County. 


Barony. 


Nature el Application. 


Date. 


Amount 
applied fur. 


Amount 

lecomoiecded. 


Date of 
commencine 
Works. 


54 


Meath . 


Skryne .... 


Improving roads and foot- 


Feb. 24 


£. f. d. 

760 0 0 


£. S. d. 




55 


,, 


Slane, Upper . 


paths. 


.♦ 24 


780 0 0 






56 


Queen’s . 


Slane, Lower . 






2,100 0 0 


2,100 0 0 


Feb. 21. 


57 


iSallyadams 




,, 26 


2.400 0 0 


5ti 


, , 


Slievemarav 












59 


, , 


Tinnehinch 


,» 1 » 


,, 25 


1,600 0 0 






60 

61 


Roscommon . 


Athlone 

BalHntohbcr, North 


New, and repairing old roads 


,, 21 


8,014 0 0 


f 909 0 0 


March 20. 


62 


,, 


Bailintobber, South 












63 


, , 


Boyle .... 


>) u 


,, 25 


3,371 0 0 






64 


,, 


Castlerea . 


New roads, and improving 




3,414 0 0 






65 


Sligo . 


Coolavin . 


old. 

New roads, and improvinz 


,. IS 


4,000 0 0 






66 




Trenchpark 


old, and repairs. 

New roads 




1,929 0 0 






67 


I’ipperary . . 


Glanwillism 


(Navigation) footpaths and 


05 


4,490 0 0 






6B 


, , 


Iffa and OfTa, East. 


,, 24 


6,208 0 0 






69 




Kilnemnnagh, Upper 


roads. 




3,855 0 0 


810 0 0 




70 




Kiloemanagh, Lower 


,, , , 


,, 21 


3,718 0 0 






71 


,, 


Middlethird 


, , j 


,, 23 


5,260 0 0 






72 


,, 


Ormond, Upper . 


New roads, and improving 




4,000 0 0 


2,9S5 0 0 




73 




Ormond, Lower . 


old roads. 




9,226 0 0 






74 


Westmeath . 


Owner and Arra . 


j » » . 


1, 3 


6,000 0 0 






75 


Farluilagh . 


j 1 » » 


Feh. 19 


1,600 0 0 


300 0 0 




76 


>> 


Rathconrath 


r. 


March 23 


1,285 0 0 
















478.221 2 1 


70,326 8 0 





By Order of the Board, 

Office of Puilic JVorJts, Dublin, April 7, 1846. J. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Teeasuey MrjnJTE on the above. 

April 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, aclcnowledging the receipt of 
this Report, and state that it is their Lordships’ wish that they should con- 
tinue to furnish, at the expiration of each month, during the contmuance of the 
present scarcity, a detailed Report of the progress of their operations under the 
several Acts of Parliament and other arrangements having any bearing upon 
the relief of the scarcity, showing to what extent issues have been made under 
each head for the execution of works of different kinds, and what precautions 
have been taken to prevent abuse. 



Treasury Minute. 

Aprin, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather, that their Lordships having had before them his 
letter, dated 4th instant, enclosing a Report from tlie Board of Works, dated 
1st instant, recommending the execution of seven works in the Barony of Upper 
Tulla, County of Clare, imder the Provisions of the Act 1 Viet cap. 21, have 
authorized the Commissioners to proceed with execution of the following 
works : — 

Low'ering the hill at Lodge, near Mr. Russell’s house . . £50 

Cutting a hill on the road from Ennis to Scariff ... 60 

Cutting the hill at Scariff 200 

With regard to the other four works, which are new roads, at an aggregate 
cost of 2,156/. 10s., without any private contributions, their Lordships must 
suspend their sanction to them for the reasons and subject to the inquiries men- 
tioned in the two Minutes of this Board, dated the 3rd instant, unless the Lord For th?sa 
Lieutenant should he of opinion that an imperative necessity exists for at once 



* .*im i,iint omitteJ, but memorial eeot out for iaepection. 



2R2 
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commencing all the works included in the Report from the Board of Works, in 
which case his Excellency will, in the exercise of the discretion vested in him, 
give such directions as the case may seem to him to require. 

Transmit a copy pf this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for 
their information and guidance, witli reference to their Report to the Lord 
Lieutenant, dated 1st instant, recommending the execution of certain works in 
the barony of Upper Tulla, coimty of Clare, under the Provisions of the Act 
1 Viet. cap. 21. 



Treasury Minute. 

Ap'ill, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather, that their Lordships must suspend their sanction 
to these works for reasons, and subject to the further inquires explained in the 
See pages 291, 292. Minutes of this Board, dated the 3rd instant. 

Acquaint the Co mmi ssioners of Public Woi*ks. 



Treasury SIinute. 

Aimll, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather, that their Lordships feel it incumbent on them to 
susjjend their sanction to the following two "works, for the same reasons and 
subject to the same further inquiries as have been fully explained in the 
Minutes of this Board, dated 3rd instant : — 

For making a new line of road at Glenmore . . .£1200 

For making a road from Deer Park to mail coach road . 200 

The Board of Works have been autliorized to execute the other eightworks 
included in their Report, dated 2nd instant, at an aggregate outlay of 1,4957. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, that their Lordships have 
caused his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to be informed that they feel it in- 
cumbent upon them to suspend their sanction to the following two works 
recommended in the Commissioners’ Report, dated 2nd instant : — 

For making a new line of road at Glenmore . . . £1200 

For making a road from Deer Park to mail coach road . 200 

Also state that they are authorized to execute the other eight works included 
in the above-mentioned Report, at an aggregate cost of 1,4957. 



Commissioners of Public "Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 9, 1846. 

I AM directed to acquaint you, with refereuce to the Treasury sanction of 
the 24th ultimo, for a grant of 5757. 15s. in aid of a new road from Clonmel to 
Dungarvan, that since the estimate was framed, an increase in the price of labour 
has taken place, u'hich will increase the cost of the work, and therefore the Earl of 
Stradbroke’s agent is ununlling to contract for it at the estimated cost ; and as the 
Board’s engineer ^rees in the necessity of an addition thereto, the Board propose, 
for the sanction of the Lords of the Treasuiy, an addition to the grant of fiity-seven 
pounds five shillings (577. 5s), Lord Stradbroke being nulling to contribute an 
equEil sum. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

April 14, 1846. 

Inform the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland that my Lords are 
pleased to sanction the proposed addition of 577. 5s. to the grant in question, 
making the whole sum to be contributed by Government and by the Earl of Strud 
brnke 6337. each, and the total expense of the work 12667. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



303 



L'.eiit.-Colouel Jones to the Right Hou. the E.\rl of Lincoln. 

O'^ce of PuUic JVorlix, BubUn, 

Aiml 9, 1846. 

I CO.NSIDER it my duty to enumerate, for the iiifornsation of his Excellency See serevai preoed- 
the Lord Lieutenant, that the undermentioned works, which had been recoin- inn Trmury 
mended by the Board of Works, have not been sanctioned by the Lords of the 
Treasury until further information shall be afforded. 

This will account to his Excellency why particular works applied for have not 
been put in hand for execution. These ■works are neiv lines of roads, and their 
Lordships wish to ascertain the amount of private subscriptions which can he 
obtained. It is the practice of the Board of ’iVorks, in all cases where a line of 
road is likely to prove of private benebt or advantage, to call upon the indi- 
viduals so to be benefited to state to what extent they are disposed to contribute; 
but in almost every case our applications remain unanswered, to avoid giving a 
positive refusal. 

I ■would beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the amount applied for 
under the 9 Vic., cap. 1, which, up to the 31st March, the day our return 
for the Treasury terminated, was 478,221/. 24-. Ic/., and the sum recommended 
by the Board of W^orks 70,326/. 8s-. The sum asked for was enibi-aced in 
memorials from 15 counties only, and this at the present early period of the 
season, when potatoes generally are within reach of the poorer classes. It, there- 
Ibre, behoves us to look forward and consider what are likely to be the demands 
upon Government, and Avhether the present system is the best as regards econo- 
mical expenditure, and affording general and beneficial employment. 

From all T can learn, the baronial sessions are not conducted in a satisfactory 
manner .Inquiries as to the roads to be included in the memorial, are not previously 
instituted by the county surveyor, orauy professional person; the lines or pieces of 
road applietl for are put down upon the application of individuals, the majority of 
the meeting not being at all aware of the positions of the roads ; and many ]>reseiit 
at the meeting, who would be disposed to object, considei-, under the present state 
of the country, that it is more prudent to assent, than to offer opposition. From 
Avaiit of previous inquiry, sums of money are put down which are totally inadequate 
to allow of the works being properly executed. In fact, it appears to be a svstein 
for each barony to apply for as much as they think Government will grant. Yes- 
terday a deputation from the barony of Buni-utt)’, in the county of Clare, stated 
they had made a calculation, based upon the census of 1841, as to the proportion 
of the 50,000/. voted, they were entitled to receive, and they had, in order to secure 
it, put down in their memorial sums which amounted to their proportion ! 

This is an abuse which the Board of Works and their officers have no power to 
guard against. Unfortunately, the memovials are not sent in until the demands 
tor work become pressing, and no time is afforded for making those inquiries which 
it is so desirable should he made. It is extremely difficult for the officers who are 
sent down to the country to report upon the applications, to ascertain what is the 
true state of affairs. It frequently happens that the Relief Commissioners send us 
urgent demands for employment when that same day’s post has brought us reports 
from an officer in the same district that there is no immediate necessity for work. 

What is to be done to meet the demands such as the deputation alluded to above 
make, when they state that there are 20,000 persons in their barony without a 
potato to eat and without the means to purchase ? The Act 9 Vic., c. 1, will not 
meet such cases ; and I would respectfully request the attention of Government to 
be directed to this important subject. 

At present the aid afforded by Government is granted upon the application of 
those who are personally and locally interested. Some check should )>e put upon 
this system, or some other better mode adopted, to secure a proper administration 
of the funds so generously allocated by Government for the relief of the distressed 
poor in Ireland. 

I hope your Lordship will feel that it is only from a sense of dut\-, and from an 
anxious desire to carry out the views of the Government, that 1 have brought this 
subject under consideration. M'heu we reflect upon the amount asked I'oj’, the 
mode in which it is applied, and the amount of destitution there is likely to be, and 
the little assistance to be expected from private contributions to meet the advances 
making by Government, it is impossible to calculate upon the extent to which aid 
■will be required. 
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Gr-^nts for the Relief of tlie Distress in Ireland. 



The mistiilce which has been made consists in t’lis, — ^that among several means 
of relief ndiicli have been provided, one {the half-grant systeni) includes such 
advantages to the landlords as to have led to a general demand for it, whether 
relief for the people u’as required or not ; so that, instead of a test of real distress, 
u'e have a bounty on interested ea'aggeratton ; and there has been an exclusive 
application to this particular means of relief, not for the sake of the remedy, but of 
the sugar in tchich it is offered, to the neglect of the other and less objectionable 
means which have been provided to meet the present emergency. 

For many years past grants in aid of public works have been confined to remote, 
wild, and poor districts, like Conneinava and the western parts of Mayo and 
Donegal ; and, even there, a proportionate contribution has been required from the 
proprietors interested. 

But when this iieiv system of half-grants u’as made applicable to the whole of 
Ireland by the recent Act, the appeal thus made to the selfislmess of the proprietors 
u’as irresistible ; and in the general scramble for this unlooked-for boon, the ordi- 
nary and much smaller advantages offered by the Board of 'i’i'^orks’ Loan Fund, 
have been despised and rejected ; and, indeed, it is unreasonable to expect that 
classes of people will consent to do things entirely at their own eo'pense, ^vhen 
there is a chance of their being done for them, half at their own and half at the 
public expense. The Treasury has done what it can to resist the torrent, by re- 
quiring proof of distress, and calling on the proprietors for contributions ; but 
these endeavours must be to a great extent ineffectual, because, among other 
reasons, the proprietors have only to hold out until a case of distress is made out, 
in order to force the Government to yield to their terms ; and, in the mean time, 
the Govei-nment is placed in the awkward and invidious position of hesitating to 
apply a remedy which it lias itself devised, and u'ithholding the relief which it 
had itself previously been supposed to offer. 

If the first Act of the present Session had been based on the same principle as 
the Grand Jury Presentment Act, and had been confined to the object of providing 
a more expeditious and simple machinery for bringing the Board of W'"oAcs’ Loan 
Fund into operation, as the Grand Jury Presentment Act was intended to render 
the sums annually raised by grand jury presentment immediately available, all the 
means for the relief of the present distress would then have worked harmoniously ; 
the burthen would have been placed equally, and in perfect consistence with the 
established practice of the country, upon the land ; and, in the absence of any 
apparent means of making a profit out of the prevailing distress, the appeal would 
have been direct to the patriotism of the landowners, reinforced by a wholesome 
apprehension of the consequences likely to ensue to them from their failing to 
acquit themselves in a creditable manner under the responsibility fixed upon them. 



Treasury, April 15, 1846. 



C. E. TREVELYAN. 



Treasury Minute. 

April 11, 1846. 

Authorize the Commissioners of Public Works to proceed in the execution 
of the following works, recommended in their Report to the Lord Lieutenant 
01 7th instant, viz. : — 



In the Barony of Upper Ormond, in County of Tipperary. 
Lowering hills in Clack and Kunhane parishes, estimated at 
1 lUmg dykes and improving the road through BaUymackv 

by Camina 

Lowering Knockhalten Hill \ 

„ a hill near Lissenhall ....!] 

„ hill near Kilmore 

,, two hills near Toomarara .... 

„ hill near Russia Mill 

„ hill near Glenahalty ' 

„ hill near Chapel of Minagh .... 

For raising the road between Ballynaclagh Bridge and 
Patrick’s House 



£250 

150 

250 

100 

160 

165 

50 

80 

30 

50 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOAKD OF WORKS. 



305 



And inform the Commissioners that my Lords will, for the reasons stated in 
former communications from this Board, postpone their decision on the other 
works recommended in the said Report 

_ Acquaint Mr, Pennefather -ndth the communication made to the Commis- 
sioners of Public WorlxS, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant. 



Tre.4Sury Minute. 

April 11, 1846. 

Authorize the Commissioners of Public Works to execute all the works in 
the Barony of Lower Navan, in the County of Meath, recommended in their 
Report to the Lord Lieutenant of 4th instant, with the exception of the new 
road from Foxes Lane to the Navan and Athboy Road, their decision upon 
which my Lords will postpone ; the exijense of the works now authorized 
being 745Z. 

Acquaint Mr. Pennefather. 



Treasury Minute. 

April 11, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, authorizing the execution of 
the Avork at Gray Abbey, on the road from Ballinasloe to Creggs and Castlerea, 
m the barony of Killyau, county of Galway, at an expense of 50/., and inform- 
ing them that my Lords will, for the reasons which have been already repeat- 
edly stated, defer their decision on the other works in the same Barony recom- 
mended in the Report to the 4th instant, to the Lord Lieutenant. 

Acquaint Mr. Pennefather Avith the communication made to the Board of 
Works, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant. 



CoM-AiissioKERs of WooDS, &c., to the Lords of the Treasury. 

April 14, 1846. 

In our Reports of 16th September, 1843, and 8tb February, 1844, ive 
brought under your Lordships’ consideration the circumstances connected AA’ith a 
property belonging to the Crown, known as “ The King’s Island,” at Limerick, 
the rents and revenues arising from Avhich had been formerly possessed by the 
constables of Limerick Castle, and which had come Avithiu our management as 
part of the land revenue of the CroAvn, on the abolition of that o£ce, when held 
by the late Lord Gort. 

And in the latter of those Reports Ave sought your Lordships’ authority to enter 
into an agreement Avitli Mr. Thomas Nolan, for his occupation of this property as 
tenant to the Crown, from year to year, commencing on the 29th day of September 
then preceding, and subject to the payment of the sum of 239/. As. 8c/., in resfiect of 
each of such year’s occupation, and to the conditions and provisoes therein 
specified. 

This authority Avas communicated to us by Sir Thomas Fremantle’s letter of 
the I7th of February, 1844 ; and an instrument of agreement having been entered 
into M'ith Jlr. Nolan, he has continued to occupy these premises at the above rent, 
and subject to the conditions and provisoes referred to. 

With reference to the suggestions hereinafter made, we heg to transmit herewith 
a general j)lan of the King’s Island, sliOAving its connexion Avith the city, and the 
extent and boundaries of that portion thereof, which, as the property of the CroAvn, 
has been since the date of the al) 0 \'e agreement, and now is, in the occupation of 
Mr. Nolan. 

From this map your Lordships will perceive that the island is defended from 
the inroads of the river, by an embankment surrounding its whole circuit (marked 
on the plan as “Tide Bank”), and that the CroAvn’s portion of the island is 
bounded towards the city by a line running east and west from E. to B., the river 
Shannon forming the western and the Abbey River the eastern boundary to the 
CroAvn property. 

The embankment in question is of earth ; it is imperfectly constructed ; narrow, 
and suffers frequently from heavy floods occurring in the rivers ; thereby exposing 
the lands within its bounds to damage from inundation, and requiring a constant 
outlay on the part of the tenant to repair and maintain it as a fence. 

In the course of the year 1843, it was suggested to us, oa the part of the Cor- 
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poration of Limerick, that this Ijank might be made available as a public walk 
for the use and recreation of the inhabitants of the citj', wliich is occupied on the 
side next to the island by a douse population of the poorer class ; and that such an 
arrancenient, if carried out, would tend materially to the benefit of the inhabitants 
by alfording them the means of enjoying air and exercise, from which they are at 
present lo a extent debarred, by their position in the town. 

Founded on these suggestions, a correspondence ensued with the Corporation, in 
•which Ave proposed to recommend to your Lordships that we should be authorized 
to execute s\icb works as would be required for enlarging the embankment to such 
a width as would form it into a walk for the benefit of tlie public, on condition of 
the Corjioration providing out of their oum funds for the construction of fit and 
proper approaches thereto from the city; one of these approaches to be lormed 
upon the east side from Thomond Bridge at tbe point marked A. on the inap, to 
join the bounds of the Crown property at B. ; and the other on the west side from 
Park-gate Bridge at the point marked H., through G. and F., to the bounds of the 
Crown property on that side at E. 

To this proposal the Corporation declined to accede, unless we would consent to 
recommend tbe enlargement of the embankment at the expense of the Crowil to 
such an extent as would provide not only a walk, but a carriage drive for tbe 
public, involving an outlay which we did not deem it expedient to propose to your 
Lordships. 

At this point the negociations carried on directly with the Corporation termi- 
nated. 

Reoentiy, however, applications have been made to us on behalf of the Corpora- 
tion, through John O’Brien, Esq., one of t!ie members for the city of Limerick, 
expres.'ing their desire to treat with us either for a lease or for the purchase of tbe 
fee-simple of this property, in order to the same being appropriated under the 
direction of the corporation to public purposes, partly as a public park, and in otlier 
part as a cemetery, or in allotments to the poor. 

Viewing the circumstances under which the property is occupied, the revenue 
derived from it, the objects which the Corpoi-ation had in vie^\’, ajid that there was 
the ])fobabi!ity that they would not agi-ee to become the lessees of the Crown if 
those objects are to be carried out except upon such beneficial terms as we had no 
power, under the Land Revenue Act, lo reconjmeurl, we jiroposed terms to them 
for the purchase from the Crown of the fee-simple and inherimuce of the land, 
namely, thirty years’ purchase of the present rental, payable to the Crown, under 
deduction therefrom of the amoiint at which a general repair of the embankment 
had been estimated : an outlay which, u’hatever might be the result of the negocia- 
tion ■with the corporation, it would be necessary should be incurred for the security 
and protection of tbe Croum’s property from tbe ri\-er floods. 

To this proposal the Corporation have stated, that the amount required by us for 
the purchase of the fee-simple was beyond the present state of their funds ; but that 
they trusted at no very distant period that they might be able to effect a purchase 
in •which tbe health and convenience of the citizens are so much concerned. 

And at the same time they submitted for our consideration a proposition to the 
effect, that if the expense of the formation of an embankment of 20 feet in width 
as a public walk, and of lialf the cost of making corresponding approaches thereto 
from the city were borne by this Board, the Corporation would undertake to bear 
the other half of the cost of making these approaches. And they urged upon us 
further tliat the present scarcity of food, and distress among the lower classes of 
the city, i-eudered it highly expedient that immediate relief in the way of employ- 
ment should be extended to them. 

The urgent distress of the lower class of the population of the city of Limerick 
is fully home out by the statement of tbe mayor of Limerick, recently submitted to 
us, anil bj' iMr. O'Brien, copies of which are herewith transmitted. 

The work propn^sed we consider to be one which, while it would afford employ- 
ment at tlie present season to the laborious poor of the district, wiU be highly ad- 
vantageous to the Crown property, not only as a defence against inundation, but as 
giving the meiins of internal drainage, and tending materially to increase the value 
of the lands. 

Tlie work also, when completed and made available as a public walk, will in no 
small degree tend to the moral and social improvement of the adjoining quarter of' 
the city, by providing the means of iiealtbiful recreation and exercise to the inha- 
bitants of a densely populated district. 
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An estimate of the probable cost of erecting an embankment of the width pro- 
posed, and of forming the necessary approaches, has been recently laid before us, 
from which it appears that the former will amount to the sum of 2062/. Is., and 
the latter to 1363/. 17s. 6t/., one moiety of which latter amount would have to be 
defrayed by the Corporation, leaving the cost to be provided out of the funds of 
this department 2743/. 19s. Qt/. 

In notifying to the Corporation that we were prepared to recommend to your 
Lordships the adoption of this arrangement, we have stipulated, in the event of the 
same being sanctioned, that the funds to be provided by the Corporation should 
be placed at our disposal prior to the commencement of any works connected with 
the approaches ; and that the whole arrangements should be executed under our 
control and direction. We propose to place the immediate superintendence of the 
w’orks under Mr. Boyan, the Crown Agent of the King William’s Town Estate, in 
whose competence for such a service we have entire confidence, and to whom we 
will give instructions in can-ying out the works, to select as many of the unem- 
ployed and dCvStitute poor of Limerick as may be found competent. 

And further, as your Lordships will perceive on reference to the map, that the 
ground forming the site of the requisite appproaches from A. to B., and from E. to 
H., is beyond the bounds of the Crown property, we would require that all the 
necessaiT proceedings for obtaining possession of so much thereof as is required 
for the accesses should be effected by aud at the expense of the Corporation over 
and above the moiety of the cost of fonning these approaches. 

Should your Lordships, on consideration of the foregoing circumstances above 
stated, coincide with us in opinion as to the expediency of this work being under- 
taken on the principle and in the manner above specified, we have to request 
that we may, as early as may be practicable, receive your authority to expend 
out of the ordinary income of the Land Revenues of the Crown in Ireland 
within our management the sum of Three tbousaud four liundred and twenty- 
five pounds eighteen sliillings and sixpence (3425/. 18s. Qd.) in the execution 
of such works as shall be necessary for repairing, reforming, and enlarging 
the present river bank or fence of the King^ s Island, so as to fonn the same 
into a public walk of 20 feet in width at the top, and also in forming such 
approaches thereto from the city at Thomord Bridge and Park Grate Bridge as 
may be required to give a public and convenient access thereto for the inhabitants 
of the city of Limerick, pi-ovided the Corporation of the city of Limerick shall 
contribute thereto, and in aid of these funds the sum of Six hundred and eighty-one 
pounds eighteen sbilliugs and nine pence ((581/. 18^. 9</.), as the one moiety of the 
estimated cost of forming the required approaches, the amount thereof to be 
lodged to our account at the Bank of Ireland prior to the commencement of any 
of the works connected with this portion of the impi-ovements. 

Mr. Boyan’s report, aud estimates for the proposed embankment and approaches 
(received this morning) are transmitted herewith, which, vvith the general map of 
the island, we have to request may be returned with your Lordships’ decision. 



Mr. Trevelyan to the Commissioners of Woods and Forests. 

Treasury Chambers, April 15, 1846. 

Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
your report of the 14th instant, in which you request authority for the outlay 
of a sum of 3425/. 18^. Qd. in the formation of a public walk at Kingsland 
Island, Limerick, provided the Coi-poration of Limerick shall contribute the 
sum of 681/. 18j. ^d. as one moiety of the estimated cost of making the 
approaches, I am commanded by their Lordships to convey to you their 
authority for this expenditure, and I am to urge upon you the expediency of 
an early commencement of the work. 

The Enclosures to your Report are returned herewith, as requested. 
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Mr. Griffith to the Earl of Lincoln. 

Limerick, April 18, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I reached Limerick from Dublin on 
the morning of the 13th instant, and almost immediately pi-oceeded to Cratloe, 
where I found Mr. Stafford O’Brien and the Relief Committee for the district 
assembled to meet me. On inquiring into the nature of the proceedings, and the 
state of the people, I found that although the local subscriptions were considerable, 
and that much extra employment was given the people by Sir. Stafford O’Brien, 
great distress prevailed on the adjoining estates, and that the funds in the 
hands of the Committee were quite inadequate to employ those who had no food 
even for a few weeks. 

Having subsequently examined the several roads in the district on the improve- 
ments of which it was proposed to employ the people, and having walked over 
the hne of a new road which I was informed had been approved of by the Board 
of Works, I laid out certain of the road improvements, and recommended that 
labourers might be employed on the line of the new road, in quarrying and break- 
ing stones at a fixed price per cube yard, to be used afterwards for metalling the 
road ; and to aid the Committee in this work, I informed them that I was autho- 
rized to contribute half the expense, hut that care should be taken not to employ 
any individual whose family had any other means of support. 

Next day I proceeded, acconipanied by Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart, and his brother, 
j\Ir. R. O’Brien, to meet the Relief Committee at the Six-mile Bridge and New- 
market districts of the county Clare ; here 1 found that the county surveyor, acting 
under the orders of the Board of Works, was making arrangements for commencing 
works iu the vicinity of both towns, and, in consequence, it was unnecessary that I 
should interfere ; and the Relief Committees determined to confine their operations 
in future to the distribution of Indian meal at cost price, about 10s. 6cZ. per cwt., 
to the able-bodied, but to sell at an under price to those who were unable to earn a 
full rate of ^vages, and to give, without i-eturn, a small quantity to such persons as 
from age or infirmity were unable to work, and who bad no person immediately 
connected with them wlio could earn their support by labour. 

The price of labour has generally been raised throughout the country from 8<^. 
to [Oil. per day; and when it is considered that no labourer could consume one 
pound of Indian meal when made into bread or stirabout, which is usually sold by 
the Committee at one penny, it becomes evident that even with a family of six, 
fourpence-worth of meal for food will suffice, and the remainder can be expended 
iu the purchase of milk and fuel. 

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, I was engaged in making a tour through 
the baronies of Clanwilliam, Coonagb, Owney Beg, Bubble Brien, Kenry, and 
Lower Connelloe, in the county Limerick, and attended meetings of several Relief 
Committees, as well as examined the lines of several proposed roads and other 
works, and I have the pleasure to say that the numerous Committees are using 
every exertion to relieve the distress, and procure employment for the people. 
Jly arrival appeared to give very general satisfaction, being considered as the 
immediate precursor of more general employment, which is looked for with anxiety 
by all parties. Acting on the same principle as at Cratloe, I have offered to assist 
the Relief Committee at Palliskenry, in the barony of Keury, in employing the 
people to break stones for a new road which is to be made in that neighbourhood ; 
the amount expended on which ■will be repaid on the commencement of the road 
by the' county surveyor, so that ultimately my advance will he returned. 

Iu the same manner I have consented to aid the Committee of the district of 
Ballycahane, in the barony of Pubble Brien, by contributing funds to enable them 
to employ the most distressed, in a very poor and deserted neighbourhood, to break 
stones for a proposed road from the base of Tory Hill to Ballycahane. In my 
tour through the barony of Kenry I was attended by Mr. De Vere and bis brother, 
sons ot Sir Aubrey De "Vere, Bart., and in Pubble Brien by Mr. Mansell, of 
Tirvoe ; and I received much assistance and information from Lord Dunraven. 

For the barony of Coonagh, to the east of Limerick, no meetings had been held 
to apply for works under the 9th "Viet. cap. 1, or 9th Viet. cjip. 2; but I under- 
stood a baronial meeting was held yesterday under the first-mentioned Act. 

For the most part of the barony of Coonagh is much neglected, and there are 
very few resident gentry, though Lord Stanley s agent, who resides in a neighbour- 
ing district in the county of Tipperary, is very zealous and active ; but I apprehend 
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much difficulty will be experienced during the next four mouths, in employing the 
people, and keeping them in due subordination. 

The same observations are applicable to the adjoining barony of Owney Beg; 
but there I found at the village of Cappamore a newly formed but active committee 
sitting, who, although they had met for the first time only the day before, had 
already procured a supply of Indian meal from Limerick, which they intended to 
dispose of in the same manner as other committees had determined to do. This 
committee consisted of Mr. Holland, a magistrate residing in the neighbourhood, 
his brother, and the Protestant curate residing at Cappamore. A letter had been 
addressed to each of the absent landed proprietors of the barony, soliciting sub- 
scriptions, but in the mean time the committee had commenced work with their 
own subscriptions, which amounted to 25?. 

With the exception of Cratloe in the county of Ciai’e, Palliskemy, and Bally- 
cahane, in the county of Limerick, I have not consented to make any advance in 
aid of the local committees ; and rvhen the contemplated work has been commenced, 
no assistance of the kind will be necessary; but what has been done, though trifling, 
has had a very good effect. 

In the city of Limerick, considerable funds, to the amount of about 1700?. have 
been raised by subscription, and at present 600 labourers are daily employed in various 
works throughout the city; but the mayor and corporation are most anxious that 
other works should be forthwith commenced to relieve their own fund from the 
present pressure, and enable it to hold out to the end of the season. In this respect 
I sliall be able to assist by commencing immediately the embankments, &c., at the 
King’s Island, authority for which I received this morning from the Commissioners 
of Woods and Forests, confirmed by the Treasury. Including the approaches, one 
half of wMcb is to be paid by the Corporation of Limerick, the sura to be expended 
will amount to 2300?, which will enable me to give employment to 350 men for 
alK)ut four months ; and as it is probable other works will soon be commenced 
under the 9th Vic., cap. 1, I think matters will go on in a satisfactory manner. 



Lord Lincoln to Mx-. Trevelyan. 

Duhliii Castle, April 20, 1846. 

With reference to your letter of the 21st ultimo, stating that the Lords of 
the Treasury would recommend to Parliament that grants to the amount of 119,750?. 
might he made in aid of the improvement of navigation in connexion with four 
great Drainage V^orks in Ireland, such grants being a moiety of expense peculiar 
to the navigation improvement, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
communication on the subject from the Board of Public Works, aod of the Papers 
Nos. 1 and 2 which accompanied it ; and I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to 
request that you will call the attention of the Lords of the Treasury to the causes, 
as explained in the letter of the Board of Works, which have occasioned the increase 
of the Estimate No. 1 for these Works, as compai-ed with that referred to in your 
letter of the 21st ultimo, and that you will convey to their Lordships the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency for their sanctioning the amount of the Estimate 
No. 1, viz., 135,570/. Zs. Id. 



Enclosure. 

CouMissioNERs of PoBLic WORKS to thfi Earl of Lincoln. 

Office of Pvilic Works, April 9, 1846. 

The Commissioners have received from the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury a com- 
munication, dated the 19th March, 1846, in which the Board are informed that their Lord- 
ships are disposed to recommend to Parliament that grants to the amount of i 19,750/. might 
ha made in aid of the improvement in navigation in connexion with four great Drainage Works 
in Ireland, such grants being a moiety of expense peculiar to the navigation improvement- 
The Works to which their Lordships’ letter referred were — 

Lough Neagh and River Sann, 

Lough Erne and Lough Oughter, 

Lough Erne to the Si^nnon, 

Loughs Corrib, Mask, and Carra 
drainage and navigation in^rovement. 
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I am directed to inform your Lordship that the amount of the estimates for these measures, 
to which the Treasury communication refers, was that calculated upon in May, 1845, when, as 
stated in Mr. Mulvany’s memorandum of the 3rd of that month, the plans and estimates were 
not completed. 

The estinaated amount of one-half the cost of the works peculiar to navigation, as ascertained 
by the revised estimates, completed up to the present time, is 135,573Z. 3^. 7<?., exclusive of 
interest on borrowed monies, as such estimates are more particularly set out in the accompanying 
table (Paper No. 1), which the Board submit should be substituted for thi.t contained in their 
Lordships’ minute. 

As a communication to this effect was made to your Lordship by Mr. Mulvany, on the part 
of the Board, on the 10th ult., the Commissioners presume that you have since communicated 
with their Lordships on the subject. 

An accurate description of the measures lor which the grants are proposed to be made may 
be required in framing the resolutions to be submitted to the House of Commons j I beg, there- 
fore, to transmit the accompanying Paper No. 2. 



P.iPER No. 1. 

Navigation connected with Drainage in Ireland. 





Total Estimate 


j Piopoitiona Chargeable. 


Moiety of Cost 


Moiety of Cost 


, Disiiicts. 


1 including 
Interest, except 
in No. 2. 


To Drainage. | 
Mill-power, and' 
Public Bridges. 


To Navigation. 


inclading 
Interest, except 
in No. 2. 


without futerest, 
and Amount of 
Proposed Grant. 




£. s. d. 


£. *. d. 


£. 1. d. 


f. t. d. 




, Lough Neagh aad Lower 


195,714 4 7 


121,439 4 7 


74,275 0 0 


87,137 10 0 


34,541 0 0 


' Laugh Else and Lough 
Oughtrf. from Belieek 
to Kiileshaodra, and 
Dear CO Caraa(approii- j 
mateeslimate.exciuaive | 


■ £9,000 0 0 


55,000 0 0 


34,000 0 0 


17,000 0 0 


17,000 0 0 


Juaetinn Nuvigatioa ttoin 
the Sbauaon to ijovsh ! 

Erne. I 


118,701 4 4 


19,450 0 0 


99,251 4 4 


49,625 12 2 


46,250 12 2 


Lough Corrib . . . . 1 


74,261 11 5 


44,495 10 10 


29,766 0 7 






Loogh Mask and Carra . > 


70,578 11 6 


17,221 9 3 


53,357 2 3 


26,678 11 2 


24,078 11 2 


Totals ... 


548,255 11 10 ' 

i 


257,606 4 6 I 


290,649 7 2 


145,324 13 7 


135,573 3 7 



Oj^ce of Public Works, Dublin, By order of the Board, 

April, 1816. Jos. C. Walker. 



Paper No. 2. 

Drainage Acts, Ireland, 5 and 6 Vic. c. 89 ; 8 and 9 Tic. c. 69, and 9 Vic. c. 4. 



Inland Navigations. 



Description of Navigations for whick Grants are proposed (for Insertion in Resolutions of 
House of Commons'). 

A Grant to the extent of a moiety of the cost and expenses peculiar to the making and 
improving the following navigations, iu conjunction with drainage, under the provisions of said 
Acts, and not exceeding in the whole the sum of 135,573/., that is to say, — 

1. The navigatiou (m the Lough Neagh district, situate in the counties of Antrim, Derry, 
Tyrone, Armagh, and Down,) of the Lower Bann River, from the bridge of Coleraine, on the 
tidal part of said river, to Lough Neagh, and extending thence to the first lock or entrance ot 
the Lagan, Newiy, Ulster, and Coal Island canals. 

2. The navigation (in the Lough Erne and Lough Oughter district, situate in the counties of 
Fermanagh and Cavan,) from Belieek, by the course of Upper and Ix)wer Lough Erne, Lough 
Oughter. and the River Eme, and the towns of Eoniskilien and Belturbet to Killeshandra, and 
near to the town of Cavan. 

3. The Junction navigation (in the Ballinamore and Ballyeonnell district, situate in the coun- 
ties of Leitrim, Cavan, and Fermanagh,) by the course of the Woodford River and Lakes from 
Lough Eme, at the mouth of the smd river, to the River Shannon, near the village of Leitrim. 

4. The navigation (in the Lough Corrib and Mask districts, in the counties of Galway, town 
of Galway, and Mayo,) by the River and Lake Corrib, and Loughs Mask and Curra, from the 
seat at Galway to the northern e.xtremiiy of said Lough Mask and Carra, and to Cloon Lough 
in the River Aille. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
April, 1846. 



By order of the Board, 

Jos. C. Walker. 
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Treasury Minute on the abo7€. 

Ap'il2A, 1846. 

Write'to the Comnussioners of Public "Works, that their Lordships having re- 
ceived tlu-ough the Earl of Lincoln a copy of their Report, dated 9th instant, with 
its Enclosures, numbered 1 and 2. on the subject of the four great contemplated 
Works of Drainage and Navigation, from ^vIuch it appears that the moiety of the 
cost of the navigation which it is proposed should be provided by a grant of Parlia- 
ment is estimated to amount to 135,573/. 3s. 7d., their Lordships desire that they 
will report what portion of the said amount is likely to be required witliin fhe 
financial year 1846-7. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, April 28, 1846. 

In obedience to the desire of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, communicated by your letter of the 24th instmit, I 
am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to report, that of the 
estimated sum of 135,573/. 3s. 7c?., which it is proposed should be provided by 
a Grant of Parliament as the moiety of the cost of executing the four great 
works of drainage and navigation included in the Report of this Board to the 
Earl of Lincoln of the 9th instant, the sum which, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners, is likely to be reijuired within the period of the current 
financial year 1846-7, will not exceed 35,000/. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Map 8, 1846. 

Write to the Earl of Lincoln with reference to his letter, dated 20th April, 
transmitting copy of a commimication from the Commissioners of Public 
Works, dated 9tb of the same month, with two enclosures, on the subject of 
the four great works of navigation and drainage, and state that their Lordships 
have been pleased to sanction the revised estimate amounting altogether to 
135,573/ 8s. Id., which has been submitted by the Board of Works, of that 
portion of the expense of improving the several lines of navigation, which will 
have to he provided for by a public grant. 

Add, that the Board of Public Works have reported that of the above- 
mentioned sum of 135,573/. 3#. Id., the sum likely to be required within the 
period of the current financial year 1846-7, will not exceed 35,000/., and their 
Lordships will accordingly cause provision to be made for that sum in the esti- 
mates about to be laid before Parliament 

Transmit a copy of this minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for 
their information. 

Let the papers be transferred to the Clerk of Parliamentary Accounts, in 
order that the necessary provision may be made in the hliscellaneous Estimates. 



Memorial op the Waterford Chamber of Commerce. 

To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, Bart., M.P., First Lord of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the City of "Waterford, 
Respectfully sboweth, — 

That the labouring population of this city and neighbourhood have suffered 
greatly during the past winter, from the dearness and bad quality of their ordinary 
food, together with the usual concomitant evil, typhus fever, and are now, for the 
most part, in a state of deplorable destitution. That, as the year advances, the sad 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




312 



BOARD OF WORKS. 



effects of the partial destruction of tbe last potato crop ai-e daily becoming more 
painfully manifest, while the heavy pressure on the poor is aggravated by a general 
deficiency of employment ; yet notwithstanding the trying severity of their suf- 
ferings and privations, the working classes of this locality have evinced a spirit of 
patient endurance deser\ing of the utmost praise. 

That Memorialists, in common with their fellow citizens of all classes and de- 
nominations, have, by the formation of Relief Committees, by raising a large 
amount of subscriptions, and by other measures, done all in their power to prepare 
the means of affording relief in this emergency ; but they feel convinced, neverthe- 
less, that neither the exertions of Local Committees, however active or well- 
directed, nor the proceeds of any private subscriptions, however munificent, can do 
more than very partially mitigate a calamity of such fearful magnitude. 

That while your Memorialists readily and gratefully acknowledge the humane 
and provident care manifested by Her Majesty’s Government, in securing timely 
supplies of Indian com for the food of the people, and in facilitating the admission 
of further quantities of this useful article by a liberal reduction of the import duty, 
they feel bound respectfully to declare their belief, that these wise and beneficent 
measures will fail of producing tbe intended relief, unless employment on a most 
extensive scale can be forthwith provided for the classes who live only by their 
labour. 

Your Memorialists beg leave to represent that, most fortunately, a happy and 
seasonable opportunity for such employment would now be found in the neighbour- 
hood of this city, and in the equally distressed and populous localities of Carrick- 
on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir, and Tipperary, if the construction of the JVaterford and 
Limerick Railway could he immediately and simultaneously proceeded with 
tliroughout its whole extent. The operations of the Company empowered to 
execute this line have been hitherto, we understand, necessarily confined to the 
formation of that portion of it (25 miles) extending from Limerick to Tipperary ; 
being bound by their Act of Parliament to have so much of it completed before 
the 1st of May, 1847 ; to which purpose the Directors have been obliged to devote 
all the money that has been hitherto raised from tbe shareholders. 

Under these circumstances, and as the only obvious means of providing employ- 
ment at once useful, permanent, and sufficiently extensive to meet the pressing 
exigency of the case, your Memorialists respectfully solicit that a sum of money 
may he advanced, as a loan, by Her Majesty’s Government to the Waterford and 
Limerick Raihoay Company, of such an amount as may enable tlie Directors of 
that body to commence operations immediately along the whole of the remaining 
portion of their line from Tipperary to Waterford. 

This measure, if promptly adopted, will have the happy effect, in the opinion of 
your Memorialists, of rescuing thousands of well-disposed men, able and willing to 
labour for the support of themselves and their numerous families, from the a^ul 
consequences of hopeless poverty, idleness, and crime ; will greatly tend to preserve 
or restore the public tranquillity ; and will, at the same time, accelerate the accom- 
plishment of a most beneficial public work, to the speedy completion of which your 
hlemorialists look forward with intense anxiety, as the certain means of increasing, 
to an incalculable extent, the commerce of this important port, and of developing 
the resources of the extensive, fruitful, and populous tract of country through which 
this line is to run. 

Memorialists, therefore, earnestly request that you, respected Sir, will be pleased 
to use your influence with the other members of Her Majesty’s Government to 
induce them to consent to the issue of the desired loan to the Company aforesaid. 

And Memorialists will ever pray. 



Signed on behalf, and by desire of, the Chamber of Commerce of the City 
of M'aterford. 



Waterford, Apnl 1846. 



GEORGE WHITE, 

Preeident. 
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Treasury Minute on the above. 

A^ril 28, 1846. 

Acquaint the parties that my Lords do not consider it advisable to make special 
advances to Railway Companies who have undertaken to make railways on private 
account exclusively for individual advantage ; that it is open to those Companies to 
raise money by calls on their subscribers, or by loans ; and that on application to the 
Commissioners for Exchequer Loans, their claim to receive a loan from the public 
funds, on the same conditions and securities as the undertakers of other works of 
the same description, will be duly considered. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Air. Trevelyan. 

DiiUm, :SImj % 1846. 

I SEND herewith an extract of a letter from a Lieutenant of a county, 
■which ■will give you some idea of the mode in ■which the memorials are appli^ 
for, by which you -will readily perceive the difficult task we have to per- 
form : — 

“ I request you will assure his Excellency that no person is more sensible than I 
“ am of the imperfect and crude manner the applications from the barony of 

were put forward ; but the magistrates and cess-payers were so eager 

“ that they would not delay the calling of the meeting until we had the benefit 
of the county surveyor’s attendance. The consequence was, that slips of paper, 
“ where no measurement or previous survey had been made, were approved of, 
“ the applicants conceiving that the money asked for in each locality, and 
agreed to be presented, would be laid out as the engineer to be employed 
“ might think proper or direct ; it being quite impossible, as connected with 
relief, that time would permit, or proper persons could be obtained, to make 
" the correct plans and estimates required by the grand jury or Act of Parlia- 
“ ment ; and, indeed, amongst the poorer and remote districts, the applicants 
“ would not go to the expense of a survey on a doubtful prospect of success. 
“ It was not thought right to stop the applications going before Government, 
“ imperfect and irregular as they were, they being so intimately connected with 
charitable relief, and were so numerous, that, in many instances, we endea- 
“ voured to get the applicants to lessen the amount sought, as it would appear 
improper to put in for large sums of money as well as for imperfect pre- 
“ sentments.” This will give you some idea how matters are managed. We 
certainly do find it to be our duty to reject many roads, either from the circum- 
stance of the lines proposed not being desirable, or as not giving employment 
where ■wanted. If every road is to be made that is applied for, there vnR be 
plenty of expenditure; each barony and parish endeavours to get as much 
money as it can ; but ■will it give everybody employment ? 

I passed through a barony (Roscommon) a few days since, and was told that 
the sessions were just closed, and that roads to the amount of 16,000/. had been 
applied for. In many cases, sooner than reject roads where the sum presented 
is too small, we endeavour to make the roads as narrow as possible, sooner than 
that delay should occur. One of two things must be done ; either put an 
efficient check over the applications, or else relieve us from the responsibility, 
and let us merely pass the memorials on. 

I have now lying before me two Reports from our engineers, one from 
Clonmel, who has. “ in conjimction with the Relief Committee, reduced the 
" number of men employed from 300 to 240, and at Fethard the ■wages have 
“ been reduced from Is. to I0</. The chief part of the able-bodied labourers 
“ have been employed by the neighbouring farmers, and altc^ether matters 
“ appear to- be going on favourably down here.” 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 



May 2, 1846. 

Before the end of this month we shall have real distress and misrepre- 
sentations to contend "nith The latter being one of our greatest difficulties. 
The same post which brings us reports from om’ officers in the country that 
employment is not immediately required, brings most urgent and pressing in- 
structions from the Castle or Relief Commissioners to the contrary effect. It 
is only by visiting the country that the real state of affairs can be Imown. 

It has been a source of great satisfaction to me in my late tours to have been 
enabled to ascei'tain the true state of things in every county that I travelled ; 
in all I was given to imderstand that hmriBdiate employment was not generally 
required. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, May 9, 1846. 

I HAVE little to communicate. Since my last the accounts from the 
country are not so pressing for employment. The tillage and planting potatoes 
afford a great deal of employment at this moment, and are likely to do so until 
the end of this month. In many cases the Relief Committees have requested 
our engineers to hold their hands imtil the end of this month. 

In some districts there will be a much less breadth of land planted with 
potatoes than usual, from two causes — one, a dislike of the farmer to let con- 
acre from the difficulty of getting the rent for the past year, and the other is, 
that the boys have been told that Government will employ them all at hi^-h 
wages. 



Treasury Minute. 

May 12, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that their Lordships will not 
refuse their sanction to the immediate execution of such of the works in the 
barouy of Dunmore, in the county of Galway, to the aggregate amount of 
5750/., recommended in their Report to the Lord Lieutenant, dated the 7th 
imtant, as may he rendered indisi^ensably necessary by the state of destitution 
of the people in each neighbourhood; but the cost of one of the proposed 
works (“for a new road from Tuam to Dunmore, by the race-course at 
Gurranes to the gate of Grange, 3000/.”) is so considerable, and the Com- 
missioners’ Report as to the state of destitution in the neighbourhood is in such 
general terms ( “ Employment is much required for the labouring classes in 
this barony, which will he provided by the proposed works”), that, in the 
opinion of this Board, the works in question, and particularly that above 
adverted to, the cost of which alone amounts to 3000/., should not be com- 
menced, unless the evidence before the Lord Lieutenant, of the existence of a 
state of destitution requiring immediate assistance on the part of the public, 
should he such as to induce his Excellency to give his authority for their 
execution. 

Transput a copy of this minute to Mr. Pennefather, and request that he will 
submit it to the Lord Lieutenant for his information, a nd for such further 
directions as his Excellency may think fit to give. 



Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Trevelyan. 

May 12, 1846. 

We have the honour to forward, herewith, our monthly Report of 
applications by memorial, to relieve distressed districts, for works under the 
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Act 9th Vict.j c. 1. The sum applied for, as stated by us in our first Report, 
was four hundred and seventy-eight thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
pounds (478,221/.), and the total now applied for, up to the 30th day of April 
last, was seven hundred and eighty-five thousand four hundred and forty-eight 
pounds (785,448/.). 

Our operations continue to be carried on as detailed by us in oxir former 
Report, and appear to w’ork satisfactorily. We have been obliged, in conse- 
quence of the increase in the number of memorials, to apply to the Lieutenant- 
General commanding the forces in Ireland, for addition^ assistance, in placing 
at our disposal officers to inspect and report upon the applications. The 
officers so employed are performing their duty with zeal and intelligence. 
The reports which they fui*nish upon the state of the distinct enable us to form 
an opinion, and to be guided in the selection of the works most necessary to 
be commenced as regards the wants of the people. It is satisfactory for us to 
be enabled to state that the reports, generally, with some few exceptions, state 
that immediate employment is not required, and that our engineers, who are 
charged with the execution of the works, have been requested by the Relief 
Committee not to commence at present ; and, in several localities where the 
Board’s officer has appeared, on the day named to commence work very few 
men presented themselves. This favourable state of things has been caused 
by the usual employment afforded at this season of the year in tilling the land 
and planting potatoes. 

If the Relief Committees will exercise a proper and sound discretion in the 
selection of the persons to be employed, we have little hesitation in stating 
that we shall be able to afford employment to those really needing assistance; 
These Committees should bear in mind that, every year, in the con-acre dis- 
tricts there exists more or less distress, according to the season, and, therefore, 
the Relief Committees should be very particular in issuing tickets for em- 
ployment. 



2 p 
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A Return of Applications made under the 1st Victoria, c. 21, showing the'Total Number of Applications, their Date and 
Amount, also, the Amount recommended, and the Date of Works Being commenced, carrying on the Return furnished, 
ending 3Ist March up to the 30th April, 1846. 



< 


County. 


Barony. 


Bate of 
Application. 


Nature of Works proposed. 


Amount 
Applied for. 


Amount 

Recommended. 


Date of 
commencinv 
Work. 














£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 




to 


• (os per Return 


up to 31st March) 








478,221 


2 




70,326 


8 


0 






Galwav . 


Ballymoe . . . 


March 23 










2,810 


0 




April 11 




,, 


Galway . . . 




3 










1,700 


0 




,, 16 




j 


Kilconnell . , . 




13 










1,155 


0 


0 


,5 27 






Kiltartan . . . 


March 17 










982 


0 


0 


1 • 






Loughrea . 




14 










990 


0 








Kerry . 


Clamnanrice . 




14 










3,100 


0 




April 29 




Glenarough 




6 










2,280 


0 




a. 




Irraghticonnor . , 




14 










3,000 


0 


0 


April 30 




Kings . 


Ballybritt . . . 




4 










505 


0 








Limerick . 


Ballvcowan . . 




21 










S95 


0 


0 






Clanwilliam . . 




16 










1,474 


6 










Connelloe, Lower . 




21 










1,600 


0 






S 




Pobblebtien 




12 










1,330 


4 




April 30 


Ht 


Louth • . 


Atdee .... 




. 










6,670 


3 


0 


17 






Dundalk, Lower . 














2,895 


0 


0 


5, 9 




Meath . . 


Skryne .... 


Feb. 


24 










170 


0 


0 






R(3scommon . 


Athlone . . . 














350 


0 




April 27 




, j 


BaUintobber, North 


Feb. 


21 










2,100 


0 


0 




Sligo . . . 


Castlerea . . . 














2,959 10 


0 


April 17 


g 


Coolavin . . 


Feb. 


IS 










900 


0 


0 


,, 28 




Tipperary. 


Clanwilliam , . 


March 25 










780 


0 


0 


5, 27 




Itia and Offa, East. 




24 










1,610 


0 


0 


,, 22 


s 




Isjiaamanaeh, Lower 




21 










1,247 


15 


0 


24 




, , 


Middlethird 




23 










2,710 


0 


0 


,, 30 


r 


, , 


Ownev and Arra . 




3 










1,890 


0 


0 


55 4 




Westmeath . 


Fartuilash . . 


Feb. 


19 










500 


0 


0 




17 


Carlow . . 


Idione, East . . 


April 


28 


New, and improvement of 


1,500 


0 


0 




















old roads. 
















78 




Idrone, West . . 


* 




















79 


, , 


Ratlu'illy . . . 


April 


29 


New, and improvement of 


650 




0 


















old roads. 
















80 


Cavan . . . 


Castlerahan . . 


* 




















81 


Clare . 


Burren .... 


April 


22 


New, and improvement of 


5,8^ 


19 


6 




















old roads. 
















82 


Cork . 


Bantry .... 


• 




















S3 




Bere .... 






















S4 


,, 


CarberryEast (West) 


Auril 


30 


New, and improvement of 


900 


0 


0 




















old roads. 
















85 


, , 


Carberry West (East) 




SO 


,, ,, 


1,600 

3,470 




0 


- 








S6 


, , 


Condons and (jlon- 




27 


> » 5 » 


2 


6 














eibbon. 






















S7 


, , 


Duballow . . . 




30 


5 5 5 5 


15,500 


0 


0 










SS 


, , 


Fermoy . . 


, . 


9 


5 5 5 5 


2.385 


0 


0 










89 


, , 


inane anfl Jiarrvroe 


* 




















90 


, , 


Kimalea . , . 


April 


29 


New, and improvement of 


1,507 




6 




















old roads. 
















91 


, , 


lUnnataloon 


• 




















92 


,, 


Kinsale . . 


April 


22 


New, and improvement of 


925 


0 


0 




















old roads. 
















93 




Muskerry, East . 


* 




















94 




Muskerrv, West . 


* 




















95 




Orrery and KiJmore 


» 




















96 


Galwav . 


Ballynahinch . . 


April 


22 


New, and improvement of 


16,977 


0 


0 




















old roads. 














97 


, , 


Clare .... 




10 


5 5 5 


6,694 


0 


0 










98 




Dunkellin . . . 




9 


,, 


5,388 


4 


0 










99 


, , 


Longford . . . 




ii 


5 5 5 5 


6,368 




0 










100 


, , 


Movcullen . . 




29 


55 5 1 


17,922 


0 


0 










101 




Ross .... 


, , 


29 


, , 


6,271 


0 


0 










102 


Kildare . . 


Carbury 


, , 


23 


Improvement of old roads . 


521 


4 


6 










103 


,, 


C.ane .... 


, , 


23 


New, and improvement of 


1.378 


19 


6 




















old roads. 














104 




Kilcullen . , . 


« 




















105 


Kilkenny . . 


Crannagh . . . 


April 


29 


New, and improvement of 


1,290 


0 


0 
















old roads. 
















106 




GtWran 


• 




















107 


Kings. .. 


Ballyboy . . . 


April 


29 


New, and improvement of 
old roads. 


1,885 


0 


0 








[eoniinued.) 



* /IppIicatioB nceived since date of this Secum will appear in Setum for Ma^. 
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A Return of Applications made under the 1st Victoria, c. 21, &c . — continued 



o’l 

il'5’ 

< 


County. 


Barony. 


Date of 
Application. 


Nature of Work? proposed. 


Amount 
Applied for. 




Amauat 

Recommesded. 


Date of 
ccrnmeocing 
tVorfc. 


108 


Kings . , , 


Clonlisk . , 


April 18 


New, and improremeat of 


£. 

669 


s. 

0 


d. 

0 


£. s. d. 






109 




Eglish .... 


,, 16 


old roads. 


924 


0 


0 








110 


, , 


Garrycastle 


,, 1 


,, ,, 


12,000 


0 


0 








111 


, , 


Kilcoursey . 


14 


,, 


1,558 


0 


0 








112 


, , 


Philipstown, Upper 


>> 9 


, , ,, 


6,991 


0 


0 








113 


Leitrim . 


Carrigallen . . 


• 
















114 


, , 


Leitrim. . . . 


April 23 


New, and improvement of 


8,300 


0 


0 








115 




Mohill .... 


11 


old roads. 


16,000 


0 


0 








116 


Limerick . > 


Connello, Upper . 


,, 14 


5 » > > 


9,527 


0 


0 








111 


,, 


Coonagh . . . 


* 
















118 


, , 


Coshlea .... 


April 18 


New, and improvement of 


20.000 


0 


0 








119 




Kenry .... 


9 


old roads. 


4,920 


0 


0 








120 


,, 


Kilmallock . . . 


,, 16 


, , ,, 


826 


0 


0 








121 


,, 


Owneyheg . . 


,, 18 


,, ,, 


4,943 


0 


0 








122 


, , 


SmaUcounty 


4 


,, , , 


9,037 




0 








123 


Louth . . , 


Louth .... 


,, 18 


, , , , 


3,350 


0 


0 








124 


Mayo . . . 


Burrishoole . 


,, 24 


j > >1 


9,100 


0 


0 








125 


Carra .... 


,, 20 




9,900 


0 


0 








126 




Clanmorris . 


,, n 


>J »5 


2,516 












127 




Costello (omitted in 


March 3 


>1 > » 


4,710 


0 










128 




last Return). 
Erris .... 


April 16 




15,000 




0 








129 




Grallen .... 


,, 24 


, , , , 


9,900 




0 








130 




Kiimaine . 


,, 18 


»> »> 


4,200 


0 


0 




• 




131 




Murrisk 


>. 21 


, , , , 


6,900 


0 


0 








132 


, , 


Tirawley . . . 


16 


,, ,, 


12,500 




0 








133 


Meath . . 


Lune .... 


March 27 


,, ,, 


1,620 


0 


0 








134 




Moyfemath, Lower. 


April 6 


Improvement of old roads . 


250 




3 








135 


, , 


Navan, Upper . . 


>, 6 


, , ,, 


650 


0 


0 








136 


Queen’s . 


Clarmallagh . 


,, 16 


New road 


1,000 

2,100 




0 








137 




CuUenagh . 


,, 22 


New, and improvement of 


0 


0 








138 


Roscommon . 


Ballintobher, South 




old roads. 














139 




Moycam . . . 


April 29 


New, and improvement of 


soo 


0 


0 








140 




Roscommon 


,, 29 


old roads. 


1,032 




0 








141 


Sligo . . . 


Carbury 


















142 


Corran .... 


April 14 


New, and improvement of 


3,459 


16 










143 




Leyny .... 


* 


old roads. 














144 


Tipperary . . 


Tirerrili . . . 


• 
















145 


Eliogarty . , . 


April 18 


New, and improvement of 


3,801 


0 


0 








146 


Iffa and Ofia, West 


,, 14 


old roads. 


1,690 


0 


0 


1,210 0 0 






147 




Ikerrin .... 


,, 4 




3,537 


0 


0 








148 


Waterford 


SHeveaidagh . 


,, 24 


,, , , 


1,236 


0 


0 








149 


Denies within Drinn 


», 24 


»» >» 


2,783 




0 








150 


Westmeath . 


Upperthird . . 


,, 22 


.> »» 


4,500 


0 


0 








151 


Clonlonen . . . 


.» 22 


5» > » 














152 




Corkaree - 


22 


* > 5 » 


2,500 


0 


0 








153 


, , 


Kilkenny, West 


,, 18 


.» » » 


960 


0 


0 








154 




Moycashd . . . 


,, 11 


.. 






0 
















Totals . . . 


785,448 


10 


7 


117,840 3 8 







* Applicatioo received since date of this Betom vill appear in Return for Xey. 



Total days of men employed, ^iz. — 
In week ended, 4th April . 

11th AprQ 
18th April . 
26th April , 
2nd May 



12,9191 

11,451 

21,138U10,636 

26,165 

3l,103j 



Office of Public Wbrhs^ Dublin, 
\2tk May, 1846, 



ByOrd® 

JOS. C. W ALKER , Secretary, 
2T 2 
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TfiEASuRY Minute on the above. 

May 15, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works that the sanction given by their 
Lordships to the execution of worksunder the 9 Viet., cap. 1, is to be invariably 
understood as heing conditional upon tlieicorks applied for being required for the 
relief of urgent and unusual distress arising from the late failure of the potato 
crop; and should any work which may have been sanctioned, or may hereafter 
be sanctioned under the provisions of the above-mentioned Act, prove not to 
be actually required for the purpose of giving employment to relieve distress 
of the nature specified, the case to which their Lordships’ sanction had reference 
must be considered as not having arisen, and no expenditure of public money 
should be authorized on account of any such wox‘k. 

Transmit a copy of this Report and Minute to Mr. Pennefather for the Lord 
Lieutenant’s information. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Board of Works, Dublin, May 21, 1846. 

The memorials are confined entirely to the rural districts, and in all 
likelihood the works applied for will not afford employment to all who will 
demand it. Farmer, priest, landlord, and tenant all make strong attempts to 
squeeze something out of the Government purse. It is very difficult for the 
Lord Lieutenant, under the applications and statements made to him, to resist 
ordering works. 



Mr. George Carr to Sir Robert Peel. 

Great Southern and TWestern Railway Office, 
3, College Green, Dublin, May 22, 1846. 

I TOOK the liberty of addressing a letter to you, calling your attention to 
the position of the Duhlin and Cashel, or Great Southern and Western Railway, 
in this country, and to the extensive relief which, through the instrumentality of 
the railway works, may be administered to a very distressed and densely-peopled 
country. In conformity with the intentions expressed in my letter to you, I made 
a personal application to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, through their 
Secretary, Mr. Brickwood, who advised me to put the substance ot what I said into 
a letter formally addressed to the Commissioners. He told me, at the same time, 
that the sum I mentioned far exceeded the means placed in the hands of the Board. 
I accordingly wrote a letter, a copy of which I enclose, together with the Commis- 
sioners’ answer to my application. I now, therefore, again solicit you to take the 
subject of my letter into your consideration. By a more liberal grant this year to 
the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, they wUl be enabled to lend, on good security, 
such amounts as -will be sufficient to meet the wants of the borrowers, and adequate 
and most opportune to relieve, or at least mitigate, the deep distress now certain to 
prevail in the months of July and August next. 

I have consulted the principal contractors on our line, and I find that, in case we 
had at once a sum of 600,000/., they would undertake to give immediate employ- 
ment to many thousands in distress, now destitute and unemployed. By a simul- 
taneous action the employment would be distributed judiciously along the greater 
part of the line ; and the wages being paid in cash, and xvith the most scrupulous 
regularity, the disbursement of such a considerable sum through the labouring 
classes must alleviate, if not entirely remove, all apprehensions of suffering from 
want and idleness. 

If you do not feel disposed to extend the grant to the Exchequer Loan Com- 
missioners sufficiently to meet the demand I now make, our Company must, of 
course, resti-ict its works within the limits prescribed by the tardy contributions of 
calls, or the uncertain resource of a loan in the public money market ; both means 
totally inadequate to meet the emergency. The Government has now an oppor- 
tunity of affording the greatest extent of rehef with the certainty of a punctual 
repayment of every shilling borrowed. A great national work trill be materially 
advanced ; and a population, the most obstinate in resistance to law, and the most 
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difficult to tranquillize, will, it is hoped, learn by a salutary experience to trust to 
industry alone for its social improvement and permanent welfai’e. 

May I request to know what your determination will be on this proposition; as 
I could, without delay, make such arrangements with the contractors as would 
enable them to commence work early in July. 



Enclosure. 

Sir, London, May 7, 1846. 

I TAKE the liberty of requesting you to lay before your Board the following statenieut 
which I make on the part of the Southern and Western Railway ia Ireland. 

The line has been laid out in conformity with the recommendation of a Gorernment Com- 
mission. It is essentially a great central trunk line, connecting the capital of the countiy with 
the southern and western districts, having the cities of Cork and Limerick as termini in two 
directions ; the thriving town of Carlow, situated on the river Barrow, on anotlier ; and passing 
through or near many populous towns in the iutermediate distances. Early in July nejrt, 
56 miles of a double line of railway will be open for public traffic as far as Carlow ; and in 
October it is confidently expected a further portion of the main trunk line will be open to 
Mountruth. Half the capital of the Company, viz., 1,250,000/,, will be paid up in July, when 
the Company, under the provisions of the Act of incorporation, is entitled to borrow money, 
and mortgage the line as security. 

My object in troubling the Commissioners with the above details is to lay a foundation for 
the application I now make, being, that the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners should in 
July next, when the Railway Company shall be in a condition to afford a legal security, 
advance by Exchequer Bills, or otherwise, the sum of 500,000/., to enable the Railway Com- 
pany to continue with vigotir the execution of the works. 

I most earnestly entreat the attention of your Board to the following considerations : The 
railway passes through a i'ertile country, it is true, but suffering at this time the deepest 
distress by the failure of the potato crop and want of employment. The dense population of 
the towns along the line, Thurles, Templemore, Tipperary, has long been notorious for its 
turbulent and discontented character, and now aggravated by a famine. There appears no 
way of averting the impending calamity but by giving full and active employment to the 
peasantry. Tliis most desirable object the Railway Company confidently undertake to effect. 
All the works at this stage are of that description that can be executed by the ordinary labour 
of the country ; and, with a certainty of obtaining the aid now sought, I may safely assert that 
50,000 poor fellows, now starring and idle, will be placed in a condition to earn such wages as 
will render them and their wretcSed families comfortable and independent during the two most 
trying months in the year, July and August, when the old crop is exhausted and the new not 
ripe. 

I make this application with the more confidence, because, at a period when no famine was 
apprehended, it was thought expedient to encourage, iinder certain safe conditions, an useful 
public work. The great calamity which now has visited Ireland has added the greater and 
infinitely more important inducement to act with liberality and decision on this critical occasion. 
To the policy of acceding to the proposition I make I can only add that the security will be 
beyond all doubt. The whole line is a trifle short of 200 miles in length ; it passes through, 
the most fertile and populous districts of Ireland. The termini at Dublin, Cork, and Limerick, 
with their magnificent harbours and well-equipped fleets of steamers, afford facilities for the 
import and export of goods possessed by no other railway in the united kingdoms. 

The execution, now complete, of 56 miles of the line, enables the Company to assert that the 
estimate of the engineer. Sir John Macneill, will be borne out, and the remuneration most 
satisfactory. _ 

In conclusion, I beg further to remark that, by the Act of Incorporation, the Directors cannot 
make calls on the shareholders except at intervals of two months ; and the heavy calls, hitherto 
so cheerfully and so punctually paid, cannot, under the prwent pressure in the money market, 
be persisted iu without inflicting an unreasonable burden on parties who have so patriotically 
supported this great national undertaking. 

I remain, &c., 

George Carr, Deputy Chairman 

of the Great Southern and Western 

J. S. Brickicood, Esq.. Secretary to the PuUic Raihoay, Ireland. 

Works, Loan Commissioners, London. 



Treasury Minute on the above. _ 

May 29, 1846. 

Sir Robert Peel submits to the Board a letter, addressed to him by the Deputy 
Chairman of the Great Southern and Western Railway, statmg that a loan of 
500,000Z. is required for carrying on the works of the railway in such a manner 
as will afford immediate employment to large numbers of persons. , 

As Parliament has imposed a limit upon the sura to be annually placed at the 
disposal of the Exchequer Loau Commissioners, my Lords do not teel that they 
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should be justihed iu holding out au expectation that they could recommend to 
Parliament au augmentation of that sum for the purpose of meeting the wants of 
a particular railway Company. 

To the extent to which the funds at the disposal of the Exchequer Loan Com- 
missioners are available, my Lords will readily sanction an advance to the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company on adequate security ; but my Lords 
cannot establish a precedent for exceeding that amount of public money which 
Parliament has thought it fit to appropriate annually to the encouragement of 
public works. 

Write accordingly to Mr. Carr. 

Transmit copy of this letter, and of the aforegoing Minute, to the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners for their information. 



Memorial of Inhabitants and Landholders of Tullyinchin. 

The humble Case of the Inhabitants and Landholders of the Townland 
of Tullyinchin, iu the County of Cavan, Tenants under Minor Arkins, 
and now under the patronage of the Honourable and Right Honourable 
Henry Goulburn, now Chancelior of the Exchequer for the Kingdom of 
Ireland, 

Most humbly showeth to your Noble Lordship our past and present distressed 
situation. Having for a remote period of years past paid rents under your noble 
patronage to a land agent commissioned under you, unto whom we oftentimes 
explained our grievance and distressed situation, paying high rents, when neither 
trade nor money was in circulation, for barren mountain. We now live between 
hope and despair, liaving no expectation of relief from our agent, Mr. Johnston, 
We have now no other means but to make our humble application to your Noble 
Lordship iu this season of distress, having neither meat nor money to disguise our 
poverty. We now stand in a miserable situation, and know not what to do. 
Hoping that your Noble Lordship will mitigate our present state and have our 
grievance redressed, and we, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

[Signed by 39 persons.] 

We hope your Noble Lordship will have compassion for us, as many others 
under said Minor Arkins has been compensated for their long suffering, paying extra 
rents ; and we are daily in expectation of the same allowance and compensation. 

Direct an answer for John Lynch, Tullyinchin, Stradone Post-office. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

May 29, 1846. 

Transmit a copy of this memorial to Mr. Pennefather for the information of the 
Lord Lieutenant, and for such directions as his Excellency may think proper to 
give ; and state that the parties have been informed that their memorial has been so 
referred to the Lord Lieutenant. 

Write to the parties accordingly. 



CoMMissioKERs of Public Works to tlie Lords of the Treasury, 

June 5, 1846. 

honour to forward herewith our third monthly statement 
No. 1. of the sums applied for by memorial under the Act 9 Vic. chap. 1 as 
also of the sums recommended by us for His Excellency’s approval, viz. 

The sums applied for up to the 3lst May amounted to . 

The amount recommended was . . - . 

The amount expended in making the inquiries was 
The amount paid away in wages, &c., to the men em- 
ployed on the works, was .... 

The amount of contributions 

Immediately upon receipt of your Lordships’ sanction, we took the necessary 
steps lor putting into execution the several works according as the necessity for 



£. 

1,054,891 

243,209 

1,541 

11,862 

2,280 
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employment demanded it. His Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant is pressed by 
applications to have all -works commenced as soon as sanctioned, but in many 
cases this is not advisable to be done. 

Our engineei-s are instructed to exercise their judgment in conjunction -with 
the Relief Committees. If this were attended to in all cases, works would not 
be commenced sooner than they ought for the purpose of attaining the object 
intended, namely, relief. 

We liave been induced to urge the exercise of this discretion upon our en- 
gineers, because we have from several quarters been given to understand that it 
would have been better to have retarded the commencement of the works, so 
as to have thrown the aid afforded by them further back in the season when 
employment will be most required. 

We are aware, and regret, that there has been some delay in putting forward 
recommendations from some of the baronies wliose memorials have been sent 
to us, but it has ai-isen solely from the length of time necessary to inspect the 
great number of roads applied for, more, as it would appear, to open out great 
lines of communication, than with regard to the employment of the people. 
Others appear to have been solely for private benefit. 

We invariably reject such applicatioi^, unless it can be shown to our satis- 
faction that there is a i)opulatiou along the entire length of lines applied for in 
need of employment. 

Deputations have waited upon us to urge the recommendation of such lines ; 
our answer is in the words of your Lordships — “ That the sanction given by 
“ their Lordships to the execution of worla under the Act 9 Viet. chap. 1 is to 
“ be invariably imderstood as being conditional upon the works applied ibr being 
“ required for the relief of urgent and unusual distress arising from the late 
“ failure of the potato crop, aud should any work which may have been sanc- 
“ tioned, or may hereafter be sanctioned by the provisions of the above-mentioned 
“ Act, prove not to be actually required for the purpose of giving employment 
“ to relieve distresses of the nature specified, the case to which their Lordships’ 
“ sanction had been given must be considered as not having arisen, and no 
“ expenditure of public money should be authorised on account of any such 
“work.” 

W’e have also had applications from large towns to give employment by im- 
proving tlie sewerage and the footpaths. Such works, however desirable, do 
not come within tlie meaning of the Act, and we have no powers to execute 
them, except by the special directions of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant^ 
who places funds at our disposal to undertake works not embraced by the me- 
morials. 

Repairs, which are very generally applied for, we axe obliged to reject, the 
power originally proposed to be given to us having been stmek out of the Bill 
by the House of Commons. 

During the past month the applications for employment have been numerous 
and pressing ; hut the fact is, that the demands of the people, with some few 
exceptions, have been the reverse of urgent, except -within the last week ; and 
the reason assigned by some of the contractors on the Shannon works for not 
pushing on their works has been that they could not get men to work, and this 
we believe has been found the case in many large public as well as private 
establishments. 

We may consider that nearly all the memorials for work proposed to be 
applied for have been sent in, and, therefore, will he soon reported upon by the 
officers appointed to that duty. 

We have, therefore, now arrived at the second stage in the duty which has 
been assigned to us, viz., that of giving employment ; and we woidd earnestly 
entreat the attention of your Lordships and the Government to the peculiar 
situation in which we are placed, the duties we are required to perform, the 
difficulties with which "we have to contend in the giving employment to the 
destitute poor throughout the whole of Ireland, and this, too, to be accom- 
plished through the length and breadth of the land almost simultaneously. 
If your Lordships add to this the superintendence of engineers, overseers, pay- 
clerks, and others, together with the arrangements which must be made for the 
weekly payments to the workmen, aud tools to be provided for every barony* 
you will perceive some of the difficulties. 

We labour under great disadvantage in having to employ many individuals 
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of whose talents, abilities, and experience we are necessarily ignorant ; and, as 
might he expected, some have proved incompetent, and, therefore, have been 
discharged. Others, well disposed, are wanting in experience. 

The duties of the superintending officers are much increased by the irre- 
gularities in the issue of tickets by the Relief Committees, who pay but little 
attention to the rules prescribed for their guidance. Many members sign 
tickets, which are issued without any entry being made in the secretary’s book, 
and that to a much greater extent than the work can bear. 

Every holder of a ticket considers he has as good a right to be employed^ as 
any other individual, and, consequently, forces himself upon the work, which 
puts au end to all regularity ; and, unless Relief Committees evince due and 
proper discretion in the selection of the individuals to be employed, in not 
giving tickets to all who indkcriminately may ask, it will be impossible for 
the Board aud its officers to give satisfaction, or have the works executed in a 
proper and creditable manner. 

Individuals as well as the Relief Committees, whenever they fancy the 
Board’s officers are not acting with proper energy by not putting in hand work 
which they consider necessary, forward complaints immediately to the Castle. 

The farm labour having terminated, there is a pressure for work ; and it 
may he expected that in the course of another week all the roads applied for 
will be in progress of execution. 

No discretion is left to our officers ; and the Relief Committees, by the 
great anxiety they display to have the works commenced, betray a great want 
of judgment, which eventually will produce bad results. 

We are given to understand that, in some parts of the country where tliere 
will be employment upon the roads, the labourers have intimated that it is not 
their intention to go to England this season to look lor work. In fact, it may 
be anticipated that the Government will be e.xpected to provide such for every 
labouring man in the country. 

Many landholders who are now employing their tenants are anxiously 
looking out for the works to be commenced in their neighbourhood in order to 
relieve themselves. 

Your Lordships are aware that a distinct account is obliged to be opened for 
each road sanctioned. This entails upon the accountant’s branch a vast increase 
of business. 

With a view to transact this part of our duty in the most expeditious and 
satisfactory manner, and to insure regularity in the payments, we have con- 
sidered it necessary to establish district offices, and appointed trustworthy 
persoi^ from the head office to take charge of them, to overlook the district, 
pay clerks, check their accounts, and attend to the issues of money from the 
country banks, arrangements having been made Tvith the directors of those 
hanks who have branches of their establishments in the towns most conveniently 
situated in respect to the districts where the people are employed, aud we trust 
your [jordships approve of what we have done. 

These arrangements were not made without due and mature consideration ; 
great difficulties were experienced in getting the pay lists properly checked, 
to send off the amount from Dublin in time to make the payments. 

The duty of establishing depots of silver has given us a great deal of trouble. 
We trust that the arrangements we have made will secure accuracy in the pay 
returns, with prompt and regular payments to the people employed. 

In carrying on the very numerous works, we have made use of as much as 
possible the services of the county surveyors, and we have experienced from 
these officers an active co-operation. 

In some localities where the county surveyors’ districts are too extensive, 
•or from other causes, we have established engineers unconnected with the 
county ; but we are not prepared to say that the works are more expeditiously 
j)ut in hand, than when we have employed the former officers, they having 
the advantage of a perfect knowledge of these duties and resources, not pos- 
tsessed by strangers, in being able to procure the assistance of overseers and 
-others connected with the ordinary country works. 

They have also works entrusted to them under extraordinary sessions acts, 
•the management of which may be economically combined with that of works 
under the authority of the Board. 

In all cases of employing county surveyors we pay for assistants, to prevent 
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delay in getting on the works ; hut your Lordships, we are sure, will he aware 
of the difficulty to be encountered with the most perfect system of organization 
in putting on at once a number of works in the same barony, without incurring 
a wasteful expenditure for temporaiy superintendents. 

We dwell on these subjects, as we are aware that communications are ad- 
dressed to the Irish Court by local committees pressing for works, all to be 
commenced immediately on theii’ being sanctioned, and indeed, in many cases, 
before it. 

We have made an arrangement which we hope will be attended with 
beneficial results : viz., establishing uniformity of action and regularity in the 
mode of conducting the business of the Board, and at the same time to assist 
the executive engiueeers and others in charge of works in their communications 
with relief committees. 

We have posted a military officer at Galway, whose duty it will be to make 
frequent inspections- of the works, report their progre^, inquire into the re- 
gularity of the payments, and attend the relief committees, whom he will 
assist by his opinion and advice. 

The number of memorials which were received being so great, we were 
obliged to apply to the Lieutenant-General commanding for additional assist- 
ance to enable us to expedite the inspections. Immediate attention was paid to 
our application, and we have much pleasure in acknowledging the satisfactory 
manner in which the officers are executing the duties assigned them. 

The number of individuals employed on this duty amounts to twenty-five. 



■viz. : — 

Officers of the corps of Royal Engineers . . .7 

Officers of the Regiments of the Line . . . .16 

Civil Engineers 2 

. . Total .. . .25 



These numbers u-ill be greatly reduced almost immediately. 

We have been obliged to take on a great number of temporary extra clerks. 
The amount of correspondence -which this Board has to carry on at the present 
moment, entails a labour upon all branches and classes of officers that can be 
little appreciated by those w’ho are ignorant of the immense number of letters 
■we are obliged to answer. 

The registered letters alone, since the 1st January, amount to 7629, and this 
number is independent of those referring to accoxmts. 

In all cases where it appears by the Report of the Inspecting Officers that 
individuals will be benefited, applications were made to them for contributions ; 
some of these have been met in a liberal spirit ; some, for reasons assigned, 
have refused, and others offer to give the land free. 

The rates of wages paid are those of the country where the w’orks are carried 
on, generally lOd. and sometimes U. a-day. 

The idle labourers, who receive tickets from the committees, prefer working 
on the roads, and leave the farmer, where such may be willing to keep them. 
They are under the impre^ion that they may work as easily as they choose, 
and that work will be foxmd for them ; and, in addition to this inducement to 
throng the works; they are paid regul^ly in cash, which is not the case gene- 
rally on the farm. wor^. 

Several pressing applications have been made to us to put on a much larger 
number of men than our engineers have considered prudent. If we are com- 
pelled to do so, it may he worthy of consideration, whether it may not be 
necessary, in order to make the work afforded by th.e presentments last during 
the season of scarcity, to reduce the wages to 6d. per diem, which will 
afford employment to a greater number, and for a longer period, and in all 
likelihood he the.m^ans of driving the able-bodied and well-conditioned men 
away. 



2U 
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Return of Applications made under the Provisions of the Act 1 Viet. chap. 21, showing the Total Number, their 
Date, Nature, and Amount ; also, the Amount recommended, and the Date of the Order for commencing the Works, 



Carried on from the Date of last Return, April SOi/s to May 3Ist, 1846. 



County. 


Barony. 


Date of 
Applicatioa. 


Nature of Application. 


Amount 
applied for. 


Amount 

recommended. 


'Works 
onlei-eit to be 






















£. d. 




d. 








Carried forward from last Return . . 


'85,448 10 7 


.17,840 3 


8 


1846 


Clare . . . 


Buniatty, Upper . 








5,125 0 


0 


May 14 


, , 


Clonderlaw. . . 








4,214 8 


1 


3 3 13 


, , 


Corcororoe . . . 








2,993 10 


0 


33 12 


,, 


Ibrickane . . 








600 0 


0 


3 3 21 


,, 


Inchiquin . 








2,907 3 


5 


3, 19 




Islands. . . 








299 0 


0 


33 12 




Tulla, Upper . . 








1,200 0 


0 


3, 23 


Cork . . 


, 3 Lower . 








6,500 0 


0 




Condons and Cion- 








1,498 16 


0 


3, 23 




gibbon. 










,, 


Duhallow . . 








1,640 0 


0 


3 3 30 


, , 


Fermov 








1,790 0 


0 




Galwav . 


Musketry, West . 








200 0 


0 




Athemy 








200 0 


0 


3 3 30 


, , 


Ballymoe . . . 








856 0 


0 


33 11 


3 3 


Clare .... 








2,985 0 


0 


3 , 13 


, , 


Dunkellin . . . 








2,215 0 


0 






Dunmore • 








5,150 0 


0 


3 3 26 


, , 


Kilconnell . 








500 0 


0 




3 , 


Kiltarton . . 








219 15 


0 


,3 1£> 


, , 


Leitrim 








2,235 0 


0 


33 12 


,1 


Ixmgford . . . 








1,687 0 


0 


3 3 30 


3 3 


Loughrea . . . 








550 0 


0 




Kerry. . • 


Ross .... 














Clanmaurice . . 








1,100 0 


0 




Kildare . . 


Trughenaemy . 










0 




Carirury . . 








521 4 


6 


3 , 28 


Kilkenny . 


Clane .... 
ICilkenoy City. . 








857 15 
500 0 


0 

0 


, 3 ^ 28 




Eglish .... 








604 0 


0 


3 3 23 


3 3 


Garrycastle. 








2,095 0 


0 


3 3 


Leitrim . 


Kikoursey 










0 


3 3 30 


Carrigallen. . 










0 




Limerick . . 


Mohill .... 
Clanwilliam . . 








875 0 


0 


3 3 14 


3 3 


Connello, Upper . 










0 


3 3 20 


j > 


Coshlea . . . 








4,678 5 


0 


3 3 28 


5 3 


Coshma . . . 








240 0 


0 


33 7 


3 3 


Kenry .... 












3 3 23 


3 5 


Kilmallock. . . 








270 0 






3 3 


Limerick City . . 












3 3 30 


3 3 


Shanid .... 










0 


33 12 


Louth. 


Small County . . 












3 3 12 


JJuDdalk, Upper . 














3 3 


Fenard . . . 












3 3 29 


Mayo . . 


Louth .... 
Buirishoole . . 








1,220 0 


0 




3 3 


Clanmonis. . . 












3 3 30 


3 3 


Costello . . 








490 0 


0 


33 21 


3 3 


Erris .... 














3 3 


Gallen .... 














3 : 


Kilmaine . . . 














Heath . . 


Mumsk . . . 

Lune .... 








2' 100 0 


0 


3 3 12 


3 3 


Morgallion . 












* 


3 3 


Movfenrath, Lower 












3 , 18 


3 3 


Navan, Upper . . 












3 3 14 


Queen's . 


Slane, Upper . , 












,3 23 


Clarmallaeh . 
Tinnahincn . . 








1,000 0 




3 , 26 


3 , 








450 0, 






Roscommon . 


BallintobbeT, North 








0 


3 3 26 


33 


Boyle .... 












* 


33 


Frenchpark 












33 23 


3 3 


Moycam . 












• 


Sligo . . 


Roscommon . . 












• 


Corran .... 














Tipperarv. 


Clanwilliam . . 














3 3 


Jihogarty . 










33 19 


5 U 


Iffa, and 0£Fa, West 






1,617 0 


0 


3 3 22 



* Sanction uot recened. 
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174 

175 

176 

m 

178 

179 

180 
181 
182 
183 



County. 


Barony. 


Bate of 
ApplicatioD. 


Natoie of Applicatios. 


Amount 
A]iplied fur. 


-Amount 

Itecummended. 


Tii)perarj-eon. 


Tkertin. . . 


1846. 




£■ S. d. 


£~ s. d. 




Kilnemanagh, Upper 
MLddlethird . 








615 0 0 


, , 


Ormond, Lower . 










, , 


Owney and Arra . 










} ) 


Slieveardaeh . 










Waterford 


Decies within Drum 










Westmeath . 


Upperthird , 










Clonlonan . . . 










,, 


Kilkenny, West . 










,, 


Movcashel . 










, , 


Rathconrath 










Carlow 


Forth .... 


mW 11 


New roads and imnroTii)g 






,, 


St. Mullins, Lower 


>> 14 


old. 






Cavaa . 


Idrone, West ' . 


,, 12 








Castlerahan 


». 6 


*■ 






>> 


Clanmahon, 


,, 30 


, , 


4,060 0 0 






Tullyhaw . . . 






3,350 0 0 






Tullyhunco 


,, 30 








Clare • . « 


Bunrattv, Upper . 


6 








Cork , 


Bantry .... 


,, 1 




4,200 0 0 






Barretts . . 


,, 29 


Building gullets and lowering 


180 0 0 




” 


Barrymore . . . 




New roads and improving old 


^9,083 10 0 f 










20.000 0 0 1 . . 




Carbery, East, W.D. 


{'■ a} 


,, 














2,066 0 0 






, , E.D. 


1” n[ 


.. 


1,300 0 0 




1 , 


Carbery, West, W.D. 


22 




4,1S0 0 0 




j. 


Cork, Co. of City . 


14 




4,500 0 0 




, , 


Courceva , , 


,, 26 








, , 


Duhallow . . 


,, 28 




3,882 12 0 








f.. 19) 








. , 


Fermoy . . , 






12,583 0 0 








U 30j 








, , 


Ibaoe and Barrrroe 


0 










Kinnatalloou . 


,, G 










Muskerry, East 


,, 2 




1,840 0 0 




> , 


, , W'^est . 






5,065 10 0 




Galway . 


Orrery and Kilmore 






3,033 15 0 




Alhenry 


„ 27 


, j 


200 0 0 




5 , 


Clonmacnowen. 


,, 16 


, , 


4,750 0 0 




>> 


Galway, Co. of City 


,, 14 


,, 


3,700 0 0 






Moycullen . . 






1,760 0 0 




Kerry. 


Matruniliy . 


,, 28 




4,440 0 0 




Kildare 


Kilcullen . 


8 








Kilkenny . . 


Galmoy . . . 


,, 19 




3,188 0 0 






Gowran . . 


,, 2 




10,445 0 0 




King’s. . 


Ballyboy . 


,, 19 




580 0 0 




, , 


Geashill 


14 




506 0 0 




, , 


Fhilipstown, Jjower 


,, 22 




2,245 0 0 




Leitrim . 


Wanenatown . . 


,, 22 




1,203 0 0 




Drumahaire 


,, 14 




9,300 0 0 




, , 


Kossclogher 


,, 18 








Limerick . 


Coonagh . 


,, 9 




8,735 0 0 




Mayo . , . 


Burrishoole . 


,, 26 




1,500 0 0 




,, 


Costello . . 


>> 26 




10,200 0 0 




Meath . . 


Duleek, Upper 


,, 22 




1,633 0 0 




Queen’s , 


Fore .... 


9 




1,660 0 0 




Slievemargue . 


,, 14 


,, 


8,372 0 0 




Roscommon . 


Athlone 


4 


, , 


7,335 10 0 




, , 


Ballintobber, South 


9' 


,, 


4,205 0 0 




,, 


Ballymoe . , . 


{:: n} 


' ,, 


6,058 17 3 






Caatlerea . . . 


,, 11 




2,835 18 0 






Frenchpark . 


,, 8 


,, 


2,537 3 2 




,, 


Roscommon . . 


2? 


,, 


8,736 0 0 




Sligo . 


Carbury . 


,, 4 




8,760 0 0 






Leyney. . 


9 




3,270 0 0 





1S46. 
Mav 20 



* Sucticrn aot rewired, 



( Continued.} 
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Return of Applications made under the Provisions of the Act 1 Viet., chap. 21 — mitinued. 



No. 


County. 


Barony, 


note of 
ApplicaSoD. 


Nature of Application. 


Amount 
Applied for. 


Amount ' 
Recommended. 


Workj 
ordered to be 
commenced. 














£. 


«. 


d. 


£. 


s. d. 


1846 




Sligo-co«ft'aw«i 


Tyrerrill . . . 


Mav 6 


New roads and impToving old 


3,225 


0 


0 








191 


Tipperary 


Jffaaud OfFa, East. 


,, 16 


• ' j 




4,000 


0 


0 








192 




Owney and Arra . 


16 


,, 




4,971 


0 


0 








193 


,, 


Slieveardagh . . 


1 :: '} 


, , 




150 


0 


0 








194 


Waterford. 


Coehmore andCosh- 


,, 15 






1,400 


0 


0 


700 


0 0 








bride .... 




















195 


,, 


Decies within Drum 


,, 22 


, , 




905 


0 


0 


- 






196 


,, 


, , without Drum 


{:: «} 


, , , 




18,115 


0 


0 


780 


0 0 




197 




Middlethird . . 


,, 27 






687 




0 








19S 


,, 


Uppenhird ' . ' . 


,, 6 


Building Court House . 




4,460 




0 








199 


, , 


Waterford County . 


,, 26 




4,000 




0 








200 


,, 


, , City 


.. 6 






4,000 


0 


0 








201 


Westmeatii , 


Moyashel & Mag- 


,, 19 


New roads and improving 


old 


765 




0 








202 


Wicklow , . 


Moygoish . . . 


. , 12 






1,270 




0 


510 


0 0 




203 


Rathdown . 


„ 26 






300 


O' 


0 








- 










£. 


1,054,891 7 


5 


243,029 


0 2 





N.B. — Those cases not cumbered were numbered in last Return. 



By Order of the Board, 

Office of PuUic Worlts, Ireland, JOS, C. WALKER, 

June^,im. Secretary. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

June 16, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, that their Lordships have 
perused tvith much interest, their third Monthly Report, dated 5th instant, of 
the progress of their Derations under the several Acts of Parliament for the 
relief of the scarcity arising from the late failure of the Potato Crop. 

The Commissioners appear to have ably and energetically contended against 
the difficuties of their situation, and their Lordships do not doubt that the 
various arrangements explained in their Report were the best which could have 
been adopted under the peculiar circumstances of the present emergency. 

The Commissioners state that a separate account has to be opened for each 
road sanctioned, and that, to ensure regularity in the payments, they had esta- 
blished distinct ofEces, and appointed trustworthy persons from the head office 
to teke charge of them, to overlook the district pay clerks, check their accounts, 
and attend to the issues of money from the country banks. 

Their Lordships attach great importance to the object of securing a prompt 
md exact account, according to a regular and well understood system, of the 
large sums in the course of being issued to numerous persons in various parts of 
Ireland, for the purpose of carrying on public works of different kinds, and 
they request that they may be furnished with a more particular detail of the 
measures wmeh have been adopted by the Commissioners for this purpose, of 
the degree in which they have been successful, and of the points, if any in 
which they have been found to be defective. 

Several cmci^stances are aUuded to in the course of the Report, indicating 
tha;t a watchful check is required to be kept over the works intended for the 
relief of the people suffering from the late failure of the Potato Crop, in order 
to prevent the arrangements for this purpose from injuriously interfering with 
the ordinary operations of private business, and from being abused to the 
encouragement of idleness, and to a lavish expenditure exceeding what is re- 
quired for the limi^ and temporary object for which the sanction of Parlia- 
ment h^ been obtained ; but their Lordships are of opinicai that these important 
ends far as possible, be attained by a proper attention to, the instructions 

Irom this Board, dated the 3rd April last, directing that in those cases " in which 
See page 291. “ it may he found necessary to pay money wages, the money payments should be 

“ behw the usual rate of wages in the neighbourhood, should be, as nearly as 
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“ possible, limited to what is absolutely necessary for providing a sofdcient 
“ quantity of food for the support of the workmen, and the helpless persons of 
“ their families and to the further instruction, dated the 1 5th May, last, stating 

that “ the sanction given by their Lordships to the execution of works under 
“ the 9th Viet. cap. 1, is to be invariably understood as conditional upon 
“ i/is tcor^s applied for being required for the relief of urgent and rtnusual distress Page 318. 
“ arising from the late failure of the Potato Crop ; and should any work which 
“ may Imve been sanctioned, or may hereafter be sanctioned under the Provi- 
“ sions of the above-mentioned Act, prove not to be actually required for the 
“ purpose of giving employment to relieve distress of the nature specified, the 
“ case to which their Lordships’ sanction had reference, must be considered as 
“ not having arisen, and no expenditure of public money should be authorized 
“ on account of any such work.” 

Add that their Lordships have transmitted a copy of this Minute to the Lord 
Lieutenant, and have requested his Excellency to give the Commissioners his 
support and assistance in carrying into effect the directions contained in it, in 
such manner as may be best suited to the circumstances of each distinct. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Mr. Pennefather for the information of 
the Lord Lieutenant, and wi-ite as above. 



Mr. Pennefather to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublm Castle, June 15, 1846. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit for the consideration 
of the Lords of the Treasury a Memorial from the Corporation of Kilkenny, 
praying for a grant of 60007 to erect a new bridge in that city. 



Enclosure. 

Memorial of the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of Kilkenny. 

To tiie Right Honourable the Lords of the Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of Kilkenny in 

Council assembled 
Humbly Showeth, — 

That a public work of paramount importance to the Borough of Kilkenny, and of 
great utility in a more extended sense, requires to be undertaken at Kilkenny, namely, the 
ereclion of a new bridge, instead of the present existing structure over the river Nore, to 
connect John-street with Rose Inn-aireet, in said Borough of Kilkenny. 

That the bridge now crossing the river, between the two streets here mentioned, is one of 
extreme danger in its construction, and should be removed in order to insure the safety of 
passengers. 

That said bridge is dangerous from the precipitancy ofits ascent at both sides, which makes 
it almost impassable in the winter season, and particularly dangerous, from the sharp and 
sudden angles to be encountered in its approach, so much so, that serious accidents are of 
frequent occurrence, and, on more. than one occasion, loss of life has resulted. 

That the bridge described by Memorialists, as so hazardous to strangers and travellers, is 
part of the main southern line of road between Dublin and Cork ; tbe same, along which the 
mails are carried between these two towns and the intermediate towns, and, therefore, of public 
importance, to a greater extent, than concerns Kilkenny. 

That the Borough of Kilkenny is most heavily taxed for local purposes, and unable to 
undertake a work of such magnitude as this now specified; and that the Corporation of 
Kilkenny, already considerably in debt for improvements made within the borough during the 
last three years, is without funds for the purpose. 

That application vvas lately made by the justices and cess-payers of Kilkenny assembled, 
agreeable to the provisions of the Act 9 Victoria, c. 1, to the Board of Works, for a grant 
under said Act for the erection of a bridge at a point described by Memorialists, and that 
said application was not complied with, as not coming under the provisions of that statute. 

That Kilkenny has not hitherto been favoured with any grant for the purpose of anv public 
work, and that taking into consideration its importance, as one of the principal cities of Ireland, 
Memorialists hope your Lordships will agree with them, that when a work of such importance 
as that under notice is contemplated, Kilkenny is fairly entitled to a share of the advantages 
elsewhere bestowed. 

That the inhabitants of Kilkenny, with scarcely any assistance from those not actually 
within the city, have subscribed Eight hundred pounds to meet the necessities of the present 
year of scarcity, which, with the addition of Four hundred pounds granted by the Lord 
Lieutenant, is now being dispensed in giving employment to the resident labouring poor to 
the number of five hundred persons, who, with their families, form an aggregate of two 
thousand individuals. And that should your Lordships be graciously pleased to comply with 
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the prayer of Memorialists in the present instance, the contemplated work will afford eniploy- 
meiit in the time of greatest need, when the existing funds may prove insufScient for that 
puj'pose, and will provide additional occupatiosi to the artisan population, who, although in 
very great distress, could not he relieved out of the money just referred to. 

Memorialists therefore pray that your Lordships will be pleased to grant out of the 
funds at your disposal for such purposes, a sum not exceeding Six thousand pounds, 
to be applied for the erection of a bridge over the Nore, at Kilkenny, between 
Rose Iim-street and John-street, xm., in place of the bridge now standing near the 
same point, and which Memorialists have shown to be a work of the greatest 
importance and necessity. 

And Memorialists will pray, 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 

Joseph Hackett, Mayor. 



Tseasurt Minute on the above. 

June 19, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Hackett, that their Lordships have received, through Mr. 
Pennefather, the Memorial of the Mayor and Town Coimcil of the Borough 
of KUkenny, praying for a grant out of the funds at their Lordships’ disposal 
for such purposes, of a sum not exceeding 6000Z., to be applied for the erection 
of a bridge over the Nore at Kilkenny, between Rose Inn-street and Jolm- 
street, in place of the bridge now standing near the same point ; and state that 
their Lordships have no funds at their disposal for such purposes. 

Acquaint Mr. Pennefather. 



Tre.asury Minute. 

June 16, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, that their Lordships’ attention 
h^ been called to the following works recommended in their Reports to the 
Lord Lieutenant, dated respectively the 6th and 8th instant. 

Barony of Ballynahinch — County of Galway. 



The extension of the road from Clodgah Dough to the Quay at 

Cleggan 2000 

Widening and completing the road from Board of Works road 
in Murvey to cross-roads at Ballyconneely . . . 1400 

New road from the bridge at Streamstown to the Glebe Gate 

at Kingston 1750 

Barony of KUconicay — County of Antrim. 

Completing the road from Ballycastle to Ballymeena, by 

Glurbrick 2300 



It appears to their Lordships to be deserving of consideration, whether 
tiiese works are not of a more extensive character than is consistent with the 
limited object of relieving distress arising from the late failure of the potafo 
crop in Ireland, and whether, adverting to the advanced state of the season, 
they could be completed before that distress shall have ceased. 

If the information possessed by the Commissioners, of the state of the 
localities concerned, should be such as to induce them to believe that the above- 
mentioned view is correct, their Lordships desire that the Commissioners will 
submit to the Lord Lieutenant in tins, as they have already done in other in- 
stances, a modified proposition for the execution only of such portions of the 
works in question, as may be required to meet the presait emOTgency ; selecting, 
^ far as possible, those parts which may be completed within the period during 
which distiess arising from the above cause is likely to prevail. 

Transmit a copy of this minute to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of 
the Lord Lieutenant, with reference to his letters, dated 10th instant, on the 
subject of certain works proposed to be executed under the Act 1 Viet. c. 21, 
in the barony of Ballynahinch, in the county of Galw^, and in the barony 
of Kilconway in the county of Antrim. 
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CoMMissioxEES of PUBLIC WoRKs to Mr. Trevelyax. 

Dublin, June 23, 1S46. 

We beg leave to submit, for the consideration of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the difficulty in which we find ourselves 
placed in regard to carrying out the intentions of the Legislature as contem- 
plated in the Act of the present session, 9th Viet., cap. 3, for the encourage- 
ment of the sea-fisheries of Ireland, “ by promoting and aiding with grants of 
public money the construction of piers, harbours, and other works.” 

By tins Act, their Lordships are empowered to make advances in aid of 
such works to the extent of 50,000/. in the whole ; and by the 4th clause, the 
grant for any one object is restricted to 5000/., and is in no case to exceed 
three-fourths of the total actual cost of the work, the residue in every instance 
to be levied off the county, district, or the proprietors of lands, as the e(juity of 
the case may appear to justify. 

Immediately after the passing of the Act, applications poured in upon ns 
from nearly ail parts of the sea-coast, and we have received no less than 180 
memorials praying for the consti’uction of piers, q^uays, and other such works. 

Inquiries have been made into the merits of several of the proposed projects, 
and estimates have been prepared for 27 of them, the aggregate cost of which 
amoimts to 57,000/. 

We are now therefore in a position to state our opinion, tliat the fimds 
provided by the Act 9th Viet., cap. 3, are quite insufficient for the attainment 
of its intended object. The expense of building a pier or quay exposed to the 
force of the Atlantic, as many of these works would be, wiU very much exceed 
the estimates formed by many of the applicants for the purpose ; and some of 
those which might probably be the most useful and important for the public 
interests could not be constructed at the cost limited by the provisions of the 
Act ; and it will not, in consequence, be in our power to recommend them for 
their Lordships’ approval. 

A considerable sum may also be requisite to enable us to repair, alter, or 
improve the existing harbours, piers, quays, &c., on the sea-coast, which may 
be deemed by us fit and still useful for the purposes of the sea-fisheries, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the 6/A clauie of the recent Act. 

Very extravagant notions have been formed by some of the beneficial results 
likely to arise from the working of the Act to peculiar interests and localities ; 
but we cannot avoid expressing to their Lordships our opinion that its machi- 
nery will be found too cumbrous, and some of its provisions too complicated 
and perplexing, to admit of the possibility of the benevolent objects of the 
Legislature being attained to anything like the extent contemplated, or that 
would appear desirable. 

Under all these circumstances, we are desirous to be honoured with their 
Lordships’ instructions, as to the principle on which we should proceed in 
selecting and submitting for approval works applied for from the various 
districts along the sea-coast for fishery purposes ; and whether we are alto- 
gether to exclude from further consideration those projects which, either from 
mtuation or extent, must necessarily involve a larger outlay than the Act has 
provided for. 

It is obvious that of the number of applications already received as above 
stated, not one-half can be complied with under the limits as to funds, pre- 
scribed by the Act, at the same time, that it will require much care and dis- 
crimination to arrive at a satisfactory decision of the comparative merits and 
peculiar claims to consideration of each. In the mean time we are proceeding 
in our examination and inquiries in respect to the localities from whence me- 
morials have been received ; and, if no additional funds beyond those already 
provided for the service by the Act of 9th Viet, cap. 3, are to be looked for, 
we shall be prepared, on receiving their Lordships’ instructions to that effect, 
to make the best selection we can from the numerous applications before us, 
and on obtaining the Treasury sanction, to proceed to carry the works into 
effect with all the expedition attainable under the provisi<His of tiie Act 
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Treasury Minute on the above. 

June 30, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works and Fisheries in answer to tlie 
statement contained in their Report of 23rd ultimo, representing the inadequacy 
of the funds provided by the Act of 9 Viet. cap. 3, to carry into execution the 
works proposed to be constructed under that Act, that my Lords are of 
opinion, that tlie grants of public money toward the construction of fishery 
piers and harbours in Ireland, should be strictly limited to the sum of 50,000/. 
fixed by the Act ; and that, therefore, it will be their duty, in recommending 
grants under this Act for their Lordships’ sanction, to have this limit in view, 
and to select those works which may appear most useful, and to which the 
largest private contributions may be made, bearing in mind that one-fourth 
part of the expense of a work is the smallest contribution that can be sanc- 
tioned by this Board, and that a much larger contribution should be insisted on 
towards the expense of all such works as are not recommended by some pe- 
culiar public advantage to be derived from them. 



Treasury Minute. 

June 26, t846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather, with reference to the letter from this Board dated 
I6th instant, that their Lordships having reason to believe that numerous 
persons w'ho do not really stand in need of relief, are employed on the works 
which have been sanctioned under the Act 9 Viet c. 1, for the relief of the 
people suffering from scarcity, and that rates of wages are given exceedin®- 
what is required for providing a subsistence for the workpeople and their 
families, and holding out a temptation to engage in the w'orks carried on under 
the above mentioned Act, in preference to other means of employment which 
are open to them, their Lordships request that he will suggest to the Lord 
Lieutenant, that the Board of Works and the Relief Commission should be 
directed to issue such instructions to the superintendent of the works and to 
the Local Relief Committees, as %vill secure a due dbservance of the rules 
which have been laid down for the proper administration of the funds provided 
for the relief of the people suffering from the late failure of the potato crop 
in Ireland. 



Mr. Pennefather to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, June 30, 1846. 

Hating laid your communication of the 26th instant before the Lord 
Lieutenant, his Excellency has commanded me to state that he has directed a 
copy of your letter respecting the employment of “ numerous persons who do 
“ not really stand in need of relief on the works which have been sanctioned 
" under the 9 Vic. c. 1, for the relief of the pople suffering from scarcity, and 
“ the payment of rates of wages exceeding that which is required for providing 
“ subsistence for the workpeople and their families, and thereby holding out a 
“ temptation to engage in the works carried on under the abovementioned Act 
“ in preference to other means of employment which are open to them,” to be 
brought without delay under the notice of the Relief Commissioners and Board 
of Works. 

His Excellency having no means of testing the accuracy of the reports 
which appear to have reached the Treasury relative to the employment of 
persons not actually in want of relief, and the rate of wages paid to them, can 
do no more than forward their Lordships’ suggestions to those who are specially 
charged to provide employment in those localities where distress really exists. 

His Excellency commands me further to state, that the most unremitting and 
anxious attention has been given by the Relief Commissioners to the numerous 
and pressing applications which have been made to Government for assistance 
under the present distressing emei^ency, arising from a failure of the ordinary 
food of the people ; and every precaution which is possible under the circum- 
stances has been taken by_them to secure a due observance of the rules laid 
down for the proper administration of the funds provided for the relief of the 
people suffering from the late failure of the potato crop in Ireland. 
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Treasury Minute. 

My 3, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Pennefather that their Lordships are fully aware of the zeal 
and ability with which the Relief Commission and the Board of Public Works 
have exerted themselves to secure the adoption, in the most economical and 
effectual maimer, of the measures required by the present emergency ; and in 
suggesting that renewed and more stringent directions should be given to the 
Local Relief Committees and other parties acting in a subordinate capacity, 
their Lordships had in view the necessity which exists for preventing the funds 
appropriated to the relief of distress arising from the late failure of the ordi- 
nary food of the people, from being diverted from their proper object, and for 
preparing for the entire cessation of this expenditure at the earliest practicable 
jieriod. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, My 3, 1846. 

The Board of Works have endeavoured to follow out the instructions they 
liave received; had they not done so, they would have been guilty of a 
dereliction of duty. 

The number of applications examined and reported on exceed 2600. 

Tliere is no doubt that many works were commenced without uecessity. It 
is true the representations were extremely urgent and pressing, and therefore 
great precaution and judgment were necessary. 

The delay was occasioned by those very necessaiy inquiries which the 
Government and Parliament considered it requisite to have made, and which 
results have proved to have been highly judicious and important, and attended by 
most beneficial results, stopping jobs, preventing objectionable lines of roads or 
other works from being undertaken, and rejecting others for which the sums 
presented were totally inadequate. 

Tlie Board of ^Vorks rejected all applications for repairs of roads, inasmuch 
as they were not sanction^ by the Act 9 Victoria, c. 1, repairs having been 
struck out of the Bill when in the Commons, it being considered that it was a 
description of woi*k which ought to be executed by the county. 

The Board always promptly acted in conformity with the directions of 
His Excellency the Lord Ijieutenant, upon any work ordered by his Ex- 
cellency. And in many cases the Board have requested authority from the 
Lord Lieutenant to he allowed to put works in hand, anticipating that the 
sanction of the Treasury would be subsequently obtained. 

The Board have invariably commenced works when the necessity has been 
made apparent to them or to their officeis, who have always been directed to 
use their own discretion as to the proper period for commencing the works. 
The Commissioners have received accounts from various channels of informa- 
tion, that urgent representations have heen made for tlie Government to com- 
mence works, where in fact no distress exists. 

The Board well knowing that there was a regular set against the Govern- 
ment in order to obtain as much employment as possible, without regard 
to the actual state of distress in the district, considered it their duty to hold 
back, and instantly representations w'ere sent to the Castle making strong com- 
plaints against the Board’s officers. 

“Where pressing demands have been made for many lines of road to open out 
a country, on the groxmds of great public utility, without regard to the con- 
dition of the population of the district through w’hich a road of ten at twelve 
miles would run, the Board believed they acted in accordance ivith the in- 
structions they had received, in reporting against such lines of road in the 
absence of all proofs of such a state of distress as required that extraordinary 
means should be adopted of giving employment to the people. 

It is well known, and of daily occurrence (for some baronies are still sending 
up memorials), that many of the roads applied for are what are commonly 
designated jobs, and that the pressure that has been put upon os to execute 
works, has (I speak individually) induced us to order some works to be 
put in hand, which, with less pressure, would not have been done. 

There are many works now being executed which cannot be completed 
within the period in which distress may be expected to continue. 
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If there was difficulty in the selection, the Board of Works are not to be 
condemned on that account. The ratepayers were left to present for such, 
works as they considered best. The Board were to use their judgment and 
discretion in recommending them. 

So far from the Board throwing difficulties in the way, where lines have 
Keen rejected on the ground of their gi-eat extent, in every case where it ap- 
peared to them necessary or likely that employment would be required, the 
Board recommended a sum on account to be advanced, in order to be pre- 
pared to meet distress, and to gain time to have the lines carefully examined. 

The roads applied for were not based upon actual surveys, but merely upon 
recommendations made by individuals at the sessions, as being for a road 
between two places known often only to the persons so asking. It has 
happened, in many cases, that the termini, or places named in the memorial, 
cannot be found upon the maps, nor could the ins^jectiug officer find them out. 

The necessary and salutary check upon the gi*ants to be made, may be 
evidenced by a reference to our monthly reports, by which will be seen the 
amount applied for and the sum recommended. 

As the Lord Lieutenant had the power, there was no difficulty in finding 
employment. In the early part of the season, orders and money were sent 
from the Castle, without communicating with the Board, to officers em- 
ployed under them, to set the people to work. Upon this, it was represented 
that such orders should be sent ffirect through the Board ; which is merely 
stated to show that Mr. Pennefather had the means at command to order 
any work to be commenced he thought proper ; and in many cases the Board 
have received authority to expend sums of money advanced by order of the Lord 
Lieutenant on works in districts from whicii memorials had not been received. 

The Board were bound by the Act of Parliament and their instructions to 
inquire into and recommend such works only as they were of opinion were 
proper to be executed. 

The memorials were invariably ti*ansmitted to the Board from Mr. Perme- 
father’s office, so that he had always the power of examining them, and ascer- 
taining their nature, and he might have returned them to the parties when 
they appeared objectionable, and directed new presentments to be pas-sed. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lobds of the Treasury. 

Dublin, July 7, 1846. 

We have the honour to forward this our Fourth Monthly Report of 
our proceedings in affording employment to the distressed districts in Ireland, 
under the Act 9 Victoria, chap, the 1st. 

Up to the SOth of June, the sums applied for 
by memorial amounted to . . . £1,187,120 9 3 

The sums recommended by us . . . 349,554 13 2 

The number of roads examined and reported 

upon 3,183 

The expense incurred in making the exami- 
nations and inquiries amounts to . . £3,764 11 1 

The number of persons employed during the 

last month was 493,845 

Making a daily average of . . . . 20,577 

As stated in our former Report, we have been enabled to reduce the number 
of officers who were employed in the examination of the several projects 
contained in the memorials from the baronies. 

We have now the following, viz: — 

Officers of Royal Engineers , . *21 

„ Regiments of the Line . . 9 i 12 

„ Civil Engineers ... 1 1 
As inspecting officers of districts, viz : — 

Officers of Royal Engineers . . . 4 i « 

„ Regiments of the Line . . 2 j ” 

The memorials from baronies for work are daily decreasing in number. We 
have to observe that, from some baronies a tlfird set has been received; 
however, at this advanced period, it may fairly be presumed that very few 
more works will be presented for under 9 Victoria, chap. 1. 
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A reference to the annexed return, marked A., will show the number of 
persons employed in each county and barony for the four weeks ended 
27th June ; and when it is considered that these large numbers are necessarily 
broken up into small parties, scattered over the face of the country, their Lord- 
ships will readily perceive the extensive and minute arrangement we are required 
to make, in order to enable the engineers to give employment where required. 

It affords us much satisfaction in being able to state that, from the reports we 
receive, we have every reason to believe that all the works are progressing 
steadily and with regularity. 

Complaints are frequently sent to the Lord Lieutenant against our engineers 
or officers ; but when due inquiry has been made, it generally appears that the 
irregularity, or grounds of complaint, have been occasioned by the interference 
of unauthorised parties, or by the inattention of the Relief Committees to the 
instructions which have been issued to them for their guidance, as well as to 
dissensions and jealousies among themselves, by forming parochial committees, 
claiming every work within the parish boundary, and, of course, excluding all 
located without that line. 

This has created a great deal of trouble and dissatisfaction, and interfered 
materially with the well working of the system. 

We regret again to repeat, tliatthe instructions laid down by the Relief Com- 
missiou have not been attended to. In some districts, no committees have been 
formed ; and in the generality of them, the members of the committee take a 
certain number of tickets, which they distribute to whom they please, without 
regard to the arrangements made by the engineer in respect to the number 
of men that can be employed in each work. 

The consequence is, that greater numbers present themselves than can be 
advantageously employed, which leads to confusion, and, in more cases than 
one, the men employed have been driven away from these works by holders of 
tickets, who conceived they liad an equal right to work with those that 
had been put on by the engineer. 

This inconvenience would be avoided if the committee would act in concert, 
and only issue the tickets through their secretaiy, when signed by two members. 

From personal inspections of some of the works in progress, the Board dis- 
covered that many individuals were employed who had not been supplied with 
tickets. Instructions -were immediately given to put a stop to such improper 
and irregular proceedings, which Ijecame the more necessary as we e.xperienced 
the injurious results of it. Tlie great publie- works of the improvement of the 
Shannon and drainage were left without workmen ; and, strange as it may ap- 
pear, men who were, by measurement, earning Is. Qd. and Is. ~d. a day, quitted 
these works to take employment on the Relief Roads at 9d. a day. 

We regret to be obliged to observe, that the labourers appear to be encou- 
raged to pemevere in habits of indolence by those who ought to advise and 
urge them to due diligence. 

W e have had great difficulty in getting stone broken by measurement, when 
offering the highest prices for it 

We are well aware that the amount of work performed is not by any means 
an equivalent for the money paid, and we are fully prepared, after the works 
shall be closed, to find the Board of Works attacked for the small quantity of 
w'ork which will have been executed ; and we are free to admit, that this may 
in many instances be true, and caused either by inattention or ignorance, on the 
part of those employed to superintend the work, and their Lordships, we feel 
assured, must be aware of the difficulty, if not impracticability, of the Board 
controlling such conduct under existing circumstances. 

In some districts there appeared such a determination to do as little as pos- 
sible, that we had printed bills sent to thedifferent works, directing payment 
to he made in proportion only to the work performed. (Paper B.) 

The arrangement of appointing inspecting officers of districts appears to 
work extremely well. 

We have placed officers in the counties of 

Galway, Mayo, 

Roscommon, Limerick, and 

Tipperary, Cork, 

and others will be appoints to coimties where works are executing extensively, 
as soon as they can be taken from the duties they are now employed upon. 
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We experience great benefit by having an officer stationed in a district, -with, 
whom we can communicate upon any subject connected with, or having refer- 
ence to the duties in which we are engaged, and very beneficial results have 
been derived from the personal communications they have had with the 
Relief Committees, by inquiring into complaints, or by giving advice where 
needed. 

A copy of the instructions issued to the officers will be found in Paper C. 

We are glad to find that the best feeling appears to exist between the in- 
sjDecting officers and the county surveyors and engineers in charge of the works, 
who appeared to have viewed the appointment of these officers in a proper 
light, and have evinced a candid spirit of co-operation with them. 

It affords us great satisfaction in being able to notice the very efficient assist- 
ance we have received from the county surveyors, who aife discharging their 
duties in a very zealous manner, as ai-e also the engineers iu charge. 

The arrangements made by Captain Larcom, R.E., for the examination of 
the memorials, aided by the great facilities afforded by the Ordnance Survey 
Office for supplying the officers appointed to that duty with the necessary maps 
of the baronies, and other official information, have worked extremely well, 
and greatly expedited our duty of reporting upon them. 

The arrangement for the regular payment of the labourers is as follows : 

The course pursued by the Board for payment of the labourers (on which 
more information has been called for), may be seen from the following state- 
ment of the detail of proceedings. 

The weekly labour returns are made out by a check clerk from the overseer’s 
day-books, or by the overseer himself on small detached works. These returns 
are forwarded to the engineers in cliarge of the district, who, after examining 
and signing them, forward them to the district pay clerks, with instructions to 
pay them. 

To enable the Board to put the pay clerk in funds for this purpose, the 
engineer, some days before, sends up to the Board an estimate of the probable 
sum that the labour returns will amount to for the week ; and on receijjt of 
this estimate, a remittance, in the shape of bankers’ post bills or letter of credit, 
is forwarded to the pay clerk, who, after payment of the returns, sends them 
to this office, vouched. 

This may be described as the general course of proceeding ; but, owing to 
the great extent of works in progress in the counties of Tipperary, Limerick, 
and Clare, it was found necessary to establish in Limerick a person in the 
Board’s confidence, who has a general control over the whole of the pay clerks 
in those counties, and to wliom all returns are forwarded immediately they are 
paid, and by him at once audited, before being returned to the Board. 

For supplying funds to the pay clerks in the county of Clare, and a greater 
portion of Limerick, an arrangement has been come to with the Bank of Ireland 
and the Provincial Bank to fund the pay clerks by order from the auditor on 
their branches, and so avoid the necessity for remittances from this office on 
estimate, the auditor having the actual amount stated to him weekly that is 
required for each payment. The instructions from the banks to their managers 
of branches, at the Board’s desire, only allow the auditor’s order to be cashed 
in favour of the individual pay clerks named to them by the Board, and he cannot 
himself draw any smn from the bank. The orders of the auditor on the banks 
in lavouT of the pay clerks are sent to this office immediately after they are 
received from the branch banks, and the Board having previously received a 
return from the engineers of the amount of the several returns of labour, a 
complete check is established on the sums to be drawn. 

The Board were obliged to take this course, as, with such a number of 
persons conducting works, travelling from oue place to another, they could not 
obtain punctually the estimates of weekly expenditure in time to make the 
remittances ; the consequence was, great irregularity in payments, and conse- 
quent discontent among the labourers. 

When the auditor is living in the middle of the district before alluded to, 
he is enabled without delay to have the returns of actual expenditure sent to 
him. This system is working satisfactorily. 

The Board have made use of the branches of the Bank of Ireland, Provincial 
Bank, National Bank, and Tipperary Bank, who have been most accommo- 
dating in keeping supplies of silver for them, without which the payments to a 
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large amount could not be regularly made in accordance with the rule “ to pay 
" every man separately what is due to him.” 

At Ballinasloe we have also employed a confidential officer to receive all 
returns, vouched, from the pay clerks, and to exercise control over them by 
visiting their districts, and seeing that the people are paid regularly ; but the 
payments not being so heavy as in the southern districts, nor the pressure from 
distress so great, it has not as yet been found necessary to remit the funds 
otherwise than directly from the office. 



(A.) 

Abstract Retcrn of Days of Labourers employed on Relief Works in Four Weeks ending 27tb June, 1846. 



BOA.DS. |j 


R0.4DS. 


County. 


Baiony. 


Baiouy 

Totals. 


County 1 
Totals. 


County. 


Barony, j 


Barony 

Totals. 


County 

Totals. 


Clare . . . 


Moyarta . . .1 

Ibrichan . • • r 

Clonderlaw. . .J 
Bunratty, Upper . 

, , Lower . 

Burren . . . 

Corcomroe . . 

Islands .... 
Inchiquin . 

Tulla, Upper . . 

, , Lower . 


83,688 




King’s . . . 


Ballycowan 
Ocoutsey . 


3,126 

71 


3,197 




9,469 

22,575 

1,095 

4,175 

6,860 

6,508 

14,092 

32,317 


180,779 


Kerrt . . . 


Corkagviny 
Clanmaurice . . 

Iraghticonnor . . 

Killorglin . . 

Magunihy . . 

Southern District, 
2nd division. 
Southern District . 
Trughanachry . . 


8,662 

15,316 

6,330 

3,605 

6,410 

9,404 

274 

1,767 


Cork 


Cork District . 
Barrets and Mus- 
ketry East. 
Duhallow . 

Fermoy 
Miiskerry . 
Southern District, 
2nd dtrision. 


1,910 

40 

] ,659 
3,300 
35 
301 




51,768 

1,272 






Kildare . 


Qane .... 
Clane and Carbury 


840 

432 






„ 1 








CoRs'end Kerrt 


Southern District 
2nd division. 


50 


50 


Limerick . 


Conneilo, Lower . 

,, Upper . 
Glenqum . . . 

Kenry .... 


2,554 

1,168 

84 

1,134 












4,941 ; 
107 


Dubljs . . . 


Coolock . • . 

Dublin .... 


129 

265 


394 


Longford . 


Longford . . . 


107 














Ddblin & Meath 


Navan and Knock- 
sedan. 


537 


537 


Louth . . . 


Ardee .... 
Ftrrard 

Dundfdk Upper . 

, , Lower . 
Louth .... 


7,412 

1,040 

7,190 

5,221 

196 




Galwat. . . 


Ballymoe . . . 

Clare .... 
DunkeUon . . . 

Galway .... 
Killyan . . 

Kilconnell . 
Kiltartan . . . 

Longford . . . 

Ijoughiea . 

Leitrim 

Ross .... 
Tiaquin . . . 

Western District . 








1,533 

2,952 

2,213 

166 

7,203 

1,147 

918 

185 

2,648 

3,120 

2,920 


30,153 


Meats . . . 


Kells t^per . . 

, , Lower . . 

Lune .... 
Morgallion . . 

Ditto, and Upper 
Slane. 

Moyfenrath, Lower 
Nobber . . . 

Navan, Lower . . 

Slane, Lower . . 


6,290 

11,122 

2,003 

9,388 

3,213 

1,489 

6,533 

2,344 

5,931 


























227,138 


‘ ■ 






130,657 








A- 








B. 



{Continued.') 
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(A.) — cQittimied. 



Abstmct Retcrjj of Days of Labourers employed on Relief Works in Four Weeks, ending 27th June, 1846 — continued. 



ROADS. 


1 DRAINAGE. 


CouDty. 


Bsrooy. 


Barony 

Totals. 


County 

Totali. 


County. 


DiatHct. 


Nature of Work. 


■ No. of 
PewM.r 


Mato . . 


Burrishoole . . 


4,410 




GiLWAT . 


Oranhill . . 


Drainage . 


994 • 




Clanmorris . 


3,916 






Turloughmore 


Ditto .... 


4,412 




Erris . . . 


1,003 










Kilmaine . . 


5,525 


17,450 


Lodth . . 


Ardee . . ; 

Fane . . . ■ 


Ditto River Dee . 
Ditto River Fane . 


1,413- 

3,146 








Louth, Meath, 




Glyde . . . 


Ditto River Glyde . i 


6,341 


ROSCOMUOK . 


Ballintobber, North 


40,914 


40,914 


Cavan, and , 
Monaghan. 




















Sligo , . 


Coolavin . . 


1,S8S 


1,888 


Longford 


Longford . . 


Ditto .... 


63 




Meath and 


Blackwater . 


Ditto River Black- 


2,845 
















Kildare. 




water. 


Queen's . . 


Ballyadams . 


1,185 














Ciaie Mallagh . 


1,286 




Qoeen’s . 


Borris in Ossory 


Ditto .... 


1,462 




Tinehinch . . 


233 1 


1,624 


Roscommon . 


Ditto .... 


Strokestown . 


2,240 






















4,053 


Tippebart . 


Oanrvilliam . 


1,814 












JLiiosjartv 


220 














Ufa and Ofia, East 


1,375 




Wexford . 


Cahore . 


Ditto Bog ditto. 


1,577 




. . . , West 

Kilsam&na^h . 


3,710 

12,415 

13,726 






Kilmanock . 


Slob Embankment « 


2,680 
















MiddlethirJ . 










31,226 




North Riding . 
Ormond, Upper. 


4,552 












3,066 














, , Lower . 














Ownev and Arra 


3,462 












Slieve Ardagh . 


864 


49,212 


B. : 

c. 


130,657 


















Wateuford . 


Coshmore and 
Cosbbride . 


722 




478,138 Total on Roads. 
31,226 Total on Drainage. 






Decies within 


5,016 




509,364 Total on Roads and Drainage. 








1,589 














Drum . . 
Uppetihird . . 




















7,00,. 










WicKLorr 


Baltingl^s Dis- 


! 1,373 


1,373 












trict 


















120,343 
















C. 











Office of Public Works, Jul^, 1846. 



By Order, 

J. C. WALKER. _ . 



^Paper B. has been mislaid, and cannot be sent to the Printer in time for the press.] 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BOARD OF WORKS. 



337 



(C.) 

Instructions sent to Inspecting O^kers of Counties. 

Sir, 

r AM directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to acquaint you that they are 
of opinion that it will conduce rery much to the satisfactory execution of the important duties 
entrusted to them if frequent inspections can be made of the work now in progress, and of those 
that may hereafter be put in hand. 

The Board, neither collectively nor individually, can make those inspections so often as tliey 
consider necessary ; they have, therefore, appointed you to be their “ Inspecting Officer ” for 

the county of , and of such other districts as they may hereafter deem proper to 

appoint you, unless you may be of opinion that some more eligible point may be fixed upon. 

The tonn of — — will be your residence, and to which place all official letters will be 

addressed unless other post towns should be named by you for that purpose, and which some- 
times may be found necessary'. 

Under all circumstances, you will keep the Secretary constantly informed of the post town to 
which your letters should be addressed. 

The works intended to be executed in the county of , have been placed as 

follows, viz. : — 

The Northern Division, under Mr. , Coimty Surveyor. 

The Southern Division, under Mr. , ditto. 

Assistants have been placed under the control of each of those gentlemen. 

You will communicate personally and by letter whenever you may wish to do so with any of 
those gentlemen; and it is the Board’s particular desire that a cordial feeling and under- 
standing should etdst between you and the engineers whose duty it is to have the works 
executed. 

An important part of your duty will be to assist them with your advice in such points as 
they may require it, and you are to facilitate their operations as much as possible. On no 
account are you to interfere with the details of the works; but should anything occur to you, 
in the viats that you may make, which in your opinion calls for alteration, you will direct 
the attention of the engineer to the subject, and state fully what appears to you necessary to 
be done. 

On inspecting any particular district where a relief committee is established, you will make 
inquiry of the engineer whether the instructioos respecting the issue of tickets to those indi- 
viduals only who require assistance is attended to, and you are to discountenance as much as 
possible the delivery of tickets indiscriminately to all who demand them. You will also- 
endeavour to prevent the committees from sending more men for employment than the 
engineer has arranged can be beneficially or usefully employed at or on any particular road. 

It is expected that a fair day’s work will be given for a fair day’s pay ; and as a check upon 
idleness, where it exists, it would be advisable that the engineer should only pay a quarter or 
a half day’s pay in proportion to the work performed. 

You will be very particular at your inspections to ascertain whether the labourers have been 
regularly paid ; if you receive any complaint of irregularity, immediate inquiry should be 
made ; call the pay clerk to explain the cause of irregularity, and if you are not satisfied with 
his statement, refer to the district pay clerk, whose office is established at Limerick, and whose 
special duty it is to look after that particular branch. Check the pay lists, and take care that 
tne amounts are regularly remitted to the pay clerks. The rule Imd down by the Board is, 
that the payments should be made once a-week, and at no longer intervals. 

The Board request that you will send off by post, so as to be in Dublin every Monday 
morning, a weekly report of your proceedings during the past week, in which you will st^e 
the day of tire week and month on which you visitw any particular work, with such observ- 
ations as yon may think it desirable to offer, so as to afford the Board the fullest information 
possible as to the state of the work and the progress that has been made. 

A communication will be made to the engineer in charge, notifying your appointment and 
the nature of the duties you are to perform, so as to prevent any misunderstanding on tbeir- 
part. 

As an officer employed under the Board of Works, you are to consider yourself as a. 
member of any of the relief committees in your district, and take your seat accordingly. 

By order, 

J, C. Walker, Secretary. 
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Retdrn of ApPLiC-MtOKS made under the Provisions of the Act IViet. chap. 21, showing tlie total Number, their 
Date, Nature, and Amount; also the Amount recommended, and the Date of the Order for tlie commencement of 
the Works. 



Carried on. from the Date of last Return (May 31) to Jime 30, 1846. 



No. 


County. 


Barony. 


Date of 
Application. 


Nature of Application. 


Amount 
Applied for. 


Amount 

Recommended. 


Wnrkj 
ordered to be 
commenced. 












£ 


i. d. 


£ 




rf. 


1846 






Amount carried forward from last Eetum . . 


1,054,89 


1 5 


243,209 




2 






Carlow 


Forth .... 








600 


0 


0 






, , 


Idrone, Kast . 










1,400 


0 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


Do. West . . 










1,370 


0 


0 


,, 8 






Rathvilly . . , 










650 


0 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


St. Mullins, Lower. 










200 


0 


0 


,, 20 




Cavan . . 


Castlerahan . . 










500 




0 


,, 18 




, , 


Clankee ... 










900 


0 


0 






Dare . . . 


Burrin .... 










3,519 


15 


6 


10 




, , 


Ibricane . . . 










350 


0 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


Islands .... 










1,365 




0 


>, 17 






Tulia Upper . . 










5.360 


0 


0 


.. 17 






Do. Lower . 










560 


0 


0 






Cork . . 


Bantry’. . . . 










300 


0 




,» 11 




, , 


Barrett's . . . 










70 


0 


0 








Barrymore . . . 










2,920 


0 


0 


11 






Bear .... 










3,000 


0 




24 




, , 


Carberrv, East, W.D 










2,500 


0 


0 


,, 24 




,, 


Condons and (Jian- 










350 










„ 


gibbon. 

Courceys . . . 










20 


0 




,, 23 




,, 


Fermoy . . . 










500 


0 


0 


,, 24 




,, 


Kinalee . . . 






















KinnatallooD . 




















, , 


Muskerry, Bast . 










790 






11 




Galway . . 


Orrery and Kilmore 
















24 




Ballynahinch , 
















17 




, , 


Cbnmacnowen 




















,, 


Galway . . . 












0 








, , 


Kiltartan . . . 
















>, 12 




, , 


Longford . . . 










343 






». 17 




,, 


Loughrea . . . 




















, 1 


Moycuilen . . . 
















17 




Kerry . 


Ross .... 




















CoTkaguinnv . . 










1,310 


0 


0 


22 




Kilkenny . . 


Maguiiihy . 




















Craunagh . . 

Kells .... 










420 

800 


0 

0 


0 

0 


May 22 
,, 15 




>> 


Galmoy. . 










t 300 




0 


[ ,, 23 




King’s . . 


Gowran 
Ballyboy . 










' 350 




0 


11 






BallybriK . . . 
















27 






Cloniisk . . . 




















1 , 


GarTTcastle. . . 




















> , 


Geashill 
















26 




Leitrim . . 


PaUipstown, Lower 
Carrigallen 










380 


0 




„ 26 




,, 


Dromahair . . . 
















,, 25 






Leitrim . . , 
Mohill .... 










1,600 




0 


,, 10 




Limerick . . 


Rosclogher . . 

ConnelTo Upper . 










1,400 


0 




:: 25 
.. 25 




,, 


Coonagh . . . 
















.. 13 




, , 


Cosblea . 




















” 


Liiacriclc, North 
liberty. 










250 


0 


0 


July 3 




1 > 


Owaeybeg . . . 




, . 
















1 , 


Pubblebrien . 




















> > 


Shanid .... 
















,, 11 




Louth . . 


Sraallcountv . . 
















,, 26 




Perrard , . . . 










650 




0 


June 15 



( Continued.') 
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No. 


Coauty. 


Barony. 


Date of 
Application. 


[ Nature of Application. 


Amount 
Applied for. 


Amount 
Recuumi ended. 


Works 
ordered to be 

commenced. 












£ f. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


1846 




Mayo . . . 


Burrishoole . . 










650 




0 


June 25 




,, 


Carra .... 










1,300 




0 








Costello . . 










950 




0 








Erris .... 










1,000 


0 


0 






,, 


Kilmaine . . 










870 




0 


,, 25 




,, 


TvTawlev . 










360 




0 


July 3 




Meath . . 


Uuleek . 










290 


0 


0 








Pore .... 










S15 


0 


0 


16 




, , 


Lune .... 










310 




0 


,, 11 




, , 


Moyfenrath, Upper 










220 


0 


0 


,, 26 




Queen’s . . 


Ballvadanis 










740 


0 


0 


,, 13 






Ciarmailajh 










150 


0 


0 


,, 26 






Cullenash . 










1,300 




0 


,, 13 




, , 


Slievemarsfv 










2,800 


0 


0 


,, 24 




, , 


Upperwoods . 










2<>0 




0 


July 2 




Roscommon . 


Athlone 










3,450 




0 


June 19 




, , 


Ballintobber, South 




. . 






2,025 


0 


0 


,, 23 




, , 


Ballymoe . . . 










1,487 


7 


0 


,, 16 






Castlerea . . 










1,727 




0 


j » 25 




Sligo . . . 


Coolavin . 










1,658 


18 


6 


17 




, , 


Carbury . . . 










1,090 


0 


0 


, , 19 




, , 


Leyney . , . 










1,047 


0 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


Tyrerrill . . . 










2,095 


0 


0 


,, 24 




Tipoerarv 


Kiinemanagh, Lower 










552 


9 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


Ormond, Upper . 










425 


0 


0 


.» 24 




, , 


, , Lower . 










250 


0 


0 


,, 20 




, , 


Owney and Arra . 










1,140 


0 


0 


July 2 




Waterford 


Slieveardagh . 










150 


0 


0 






Coshmore and Cosh- 










700 






,, 5 






bride. 




















, , 


Middlethird . . 










130 


0 


0 






,, 


Upperthird 










310 


0 


0 


,, 10 




Westmeath . 


Clonlonan . . 










250 


0 


0 


,, 19 




, , 


Fartullauh . 










1,073 


0 


0 


,, 29 




, , 


Movashel and Mag- 










453 




0 


,, 12 






herademon . 




















, , 


Moygoish . . . 










510 




0 


>> 11 




Wicklow . . 


Raihconrath 










2S0 




0 


9 




Ratbdown . 










300 


0 


0 






, , 


U'albotBtown, Upper 










333 


10 


s 


,, 24 








1S46 
















204 


Carlow 


Idrone, West . . 


June IS 


Improving roads • . 


600 0 


0 










205 


Cavan 


Clankee . . . 


0 




5,300 0 


0 










206 


, , 


Loughtee, Upper . 


,, 6 




1,200 0 


0 












, , 


'I'uilyearvv . 


,, 2 




2,600 0 














Clare . . 


Bunrattv, Upper . 


,, 22 




1,111 11 












209 




Cionde^la^y . . 


,, 24 




5,694 3 












210 




Corcomroe . 


,, 8 




730 0 


0 










21] 




Islands . . 


,, 22 




4,918 0 


0 










212 


, , 


Moyarta 


June 4 




7,911 10 


0 










2U 


Cork . 


Fermov . . 


,, 18 




3,308 0 


0 










214 




KinnaPilIoon . 


24 




2,064 0 


0 










215 




Orrery and Kilmore 


,, 18 




3,480 0 


0 










216 




Carberv, West . 


6 




8,746 0 


0 










2r 


Gralway 


Ballymoe . 


,, 18 




3,900 0 


0 










218 


, , 


Galway Town . 


,, 26 




7,850 0 


0 










219 


Kerry 


Glenarough 


,, 24 




5. 880 0 


0 












Elildare . 


Naas, South 


6 




300 0 


0 










22] 


Kilkenny - . 


J-'assadinin ... 


,, 18 




700 0 


0 










222 




Ballvbritt . . 


,, 16 




630 0 


0 










22: 


Leitrim . 


MobiU .... 


,, 2 




,300 0 


0 










22- 


Limerick . 


Clanwilliam 


4 




21,370 17 


4 










225 


, , 


Coshlea . . 


,, 24 




7,211 0 


0 










226 


, , 


Kenry .... 


19 




895 0 


0 










22’ 


, , 


North Liberties . 


,, 11 




1,312 0 


0 










228 


, , 


•Owneybeg . 


,, 11 




841 0 


0 










22{ 


Mayo • . 


Carra .... 


24 




4,800 0 


0 










23( 




Clanmorris , . 


,, 23 




1,700 0 


0 










28 




Erris .... 


,, 26 




I,S60 0 


0 










232 


,, 


Tyrawley . 


5 




5,233 12 


6 










23: 


Meath . . 


Fore .... 


,, 11 




90 0 


0 










23‘ 


Monaghan 


Kells, Upper . 


,, 25 




1,980 0 


0 










235 


Cremome . . , 


,, 25 




1,000 0 


0 










23b 


Queen’s . . 


Monaghan . . 


,, 19 




1,560 0 


0 










23‘ 


Baliyadams . . 


19 




1,970 0 












238 


>> 


UppenvcMjds . 


9 




747 0 


0 











f 2Y ■i.Coniinued.'y 
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Return of Applications made under the Provisions of the Act 1 Viet. chap. 21 — continued. 



No. j County. 


Bstony. 


Date of 
Appli cation. 


Nature of Appticatioo. 


Aisount 
Applied fur. 


Amount 

Recommended. 


Works 
ordered to be 
commenced. 


239 Roscommon , 


Boyle .... 


1846 
,, 23 




£. s. d. 
2,980 0 0 


£■ d. 




240 Sligo . . . 


Caibury . 


23 




5,618 0 0 
2,006 0 0 






24i1 


Tyrerriil . . 


,, 10 








242 Tipperary 


Elios'artv . . 


24 










243 , , 


Ida and Oda, East 


,, 1 












, , West 


6 




9,000 0 0 






245! 

246 Waterford 


Kiloeraanagh, Upper 


.. H 




4,136 0 0 






Decies within Drum 


,, 27 










2471 


Glenahirv • . 


27 




642 14 0 








Middlethird . 


,, 19 




250 0 0 






249 Westmeath . 


Fartullagh . . . 


18 




1,075 0 0 






250' Wexford . . 


Bantry . . . . 


= , 18 




317 5 0 






■2oll ,, 


Gorey .... 


20 




1,021 19 0 






2521 


Shelmalier . . 


18 




440 0 0 






253, Wicklow . . 


Rathdowo . . 


,, 18 










254 ] 


Talbotstown, Upper 


,, 18 




764 0 C 






255j , , 


, , Lower 


4 




351 0 0 






1 






£ 


1,181,120 9 3349,554 13 2 





By order. 

Office of Public Works, Ireland, JOS. C. WALKER, 

July 7, 1S46. Secretary, 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Under Secretary for Ireland. 

Dublin, July 18, 1846. 

We feel it our duty to bring under the early notice of the Governnaent 
the importance of considering the subject, as to when the relief afforded by 
employment on Public "Works shall cease, in order that this Board may be 
timely furnished tvith the necessary instructions for their guidance. 

It would appear to be necessary to decide this question speedily, the season 
being advanced, with the prospect of an early harvest. 

It will not be possible to fix the precise period for closing the works gene- 
rally, as this must be regulated according to the circumstances of each 
locality. » 

It may be foimd advisable to reduce the numbers employed gi-adually, or to 
reduce the rate of pay. 

The latter, in our opinion, would be the most desirable course, as it would 
not hold out inducements to the farm labourers to prefer emplo5anent on the 
Relief Works, as the rate of pay would he lower th^ that given by the 
farmers. 

The money advanced by Government being intended solely for the relief of 
the poor suffering from the failure of the potato crop, it would appear that the 
proper time to discontinue its issue w'ould be when the new crop and the ordi- 
nary employment of the country have afforded a remedy. 

To determine this very important point rests with the Relief Commissioners, 
who should communicate to this Board, or to the Lord Lieutenant, the time 
when they shall consider relief by employment on Public .Works no longer 
necessary ; or, if it should please his Excellency, a discretionary power may be 
vested in us. 

suggest, then, that this power may be given to the Board of Works, as 
they have officers with whom they are almost daily in communication, and 
from whom they could receive current information as to the state of the crops, 
either of com or potatoes. 

It is verj' probable that many of the new roads will be found in an unfinished 
state when the period arrives that the Government aid ought to cease. 

There does not appear to he any objection to their being left in an unfinished 
state. They w'ere undertaken to afford relief, but the recommendations were 
founded on the fact that they would, when finished, be works or hnps of 
communication of public utility. 
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Of course, if only a few days’ labour were necessaiy to complete a road, its 
completion should be permitted. 

The unfinished roads may be completed by the Grand Juries, if they are 
d^rous to benefit by the advantages which such new lines of communication 
would offer. 



Treasury Mi>tute on the above. 

July2\, 1346. 

My Lords have before them the fourth Monthly Report of the Board of 
Works of their proceedings in affording employment in the distressed districts 
in Ireland, mider the Act 9 Viet. cap. 1. 

Their Lordships concur in the opinion expressed by the preceding Board of 
Treasury, that, considering all the difl&cult and peculiar circumstances of the 
case, the degree of efficiency and regularity which has been attained in the 
execution of the numerous works simultaneously carried on in various parts 
of Ireland, is creditable to the Board of Works and to the officers serving 
under them ; and although it is their Lordships’ desire that every complaint 
which may be made, either in reference to the alleged insufficiency of the 
work performed, compared with the sums expended, or on any other ground, 
may be promply and fully investigated, they will not overlook the distinction 
which ought to be made between those parts of the undertaking, the regulation 
of which may fairly be considered to have been within tlie power of the 
superior officers, and those in respect to which, owing to the nature of the 
local agency employed, effectual direction and control was not to be 
expected. 

Their Lordships are deeply sensible that the series of measures by which 
employment and food have of late been provided for large numbers of persons 
in Ireland, by the agency of public officers, and in a great degree at the pulrlic 
expense, are at variance with the principles by which the well-being of society 
is ordinarily regulated ; that such measures are liable to abuses which require 
the utmost vigilance of the Government, and of the officers employed under it, 
to keep them in check ; and that great and permanent evils would be the result 
of any portion of the people becoming habituated to depend upon the Govern- 
ment for support. This anomalous, and, under other circumstances, highly 
objectionable mode of proceeding, was justified by the necessity of inteiqmsing 
for the purj)ose of averting the calamitous effects which would otherwise have 
arisen from the late extensive failure of the accustomed food of the people of 
Ireland ; but their Lordships feel that it is not less incumbent upon them to be 
able to show that the operations undertaken for this object are, as far as 
possible, limited to the exigency of the case, and that every practicable pre- 
caution has been taken to bring them to an early termination as soon as the 
people of the distressed districts can properly be left to their usual resources. 

Those parts of the operations for the relief of the people which stand most 
in need of correction are stated to be connected with the imperfect manner in 
which some of the Local Relief Committees have executed the duties entrusted 
to them ; and it appears, as well from the Report now before this Board, as 
from the previous correspondence on the subject, that tickets for employment 
on the Relief Works have, in numerous instances, been distributed by the 
members of those committees, without regard either to the real circumstances 
of the applicants, or to the nmnber of persons who could properly be em- 
ployed ; — that the ordinary resort of Irish labourers to England, for the 
puiqiose of participating in the high wages consequent on the getting in of 
the hay and corn harvest has been in some parts of the country suspended ; — 
that the great public works for the improvement of the Shannon, and for 
the drainage of the country, have, to a considerable extent, been left without 
workmen ; — and that the people employed on the Relief Works have indulged 
in habits of indolence, preferring the receipt of an eleemosynary allowance 
under the name of wages, to higher wages proportioned tothelabourperformed. 

Their Lordships feel it to be their imperative duty to apply, in concurrence 
with the Lord-Lieutenant, a suitable remedy to this state of things ; but, at the 
same time, the utmost care must be taken that the measures intended to pre- 

2Y2 
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vent the abuse of the means provided by Parliament for tlie relief of the 
people in the distressed districts, do not interfere mth the substantial and 
■well-regulated administration of that relief during the short period 'wiiich 
remains before the new harvest and the employment connected with it "will 
render further precautions unnecessary. 

With these objects in view, it is their Lordships’ desire that all the'U'orks now 
in progress imder the first Act of tliis Session should be inspected, at the earliest 
practicable period, l^y those members of the Board of Works who can, without 
serious inconvenience, leave their duties in Dublin, or by other officers in 
whose judgment and experience entire confidence can be placed, and who will 
be selected for the occasion by the Board of Works from among those now 
employed by them or co-operating with them ; and that the following rules be 
acted upon by the inspectors, without waiting for any further orders from this 
Board or from the Irish Government, except in cases (if any such should occur) 
wliich are attended with unusual difficulties. 

First. The Insj>ecting Officer will, in every case, revise the lists of labourers 
employed upon Relief Works, so as to confine the persons to whom wages are, 
for the future, to be paid to those who are proved to have no other means of sub- 
mtence ; and he w’ill take care that the rule, that tickets are to be signed by 
two members, and are to be issued only through the Secretary, as well as 
the other regulations which have been prescribed to the Relief Comi'oittees for 
the purpose of preventing persons who are not really in distress from being 
employed upon the works, are properly observed. 

Secondly. Tl^e wages to be paid are also, in every case, according to the rule 
whicli has been repeatedly enjoined, to be fixed below the usual rate of wages 
in the neighbourhood. 

Tliirdly. If it shall appeal’, after making full inquiry in the neighbourhood, 
and communicating with tlie members of the Local Relief Committee, that 
there is no such urgent distress as requires the continued adoption of ex- 
ti-aordiuary measures of relief, or that drainage or other works are being 
carried on which would afford the people sufficient employment, the Relief 
Works in progress in that neighbourhood are to he discontinued. 

Fourthly. In discontinuing Relief Works, as above directed, care should he 
taken to leave them, as far as possible, in a serviceable state, as far as they 
have gone — as, for instance, a section of a road actually in progress may be 
completed to such an extent as will render it of some use, and will admit of 
its being easily carried on hereafter by a loan secured by Grand Jury Pre- 
sentment; but it must be clearly understood that the paramount object in 
every case in wliich such -n'orks are not required for giving relief, is to bring 
the work to an early close, and that the intention of the slight modification 
above adverted to is merely that this object may be carried into effect with as 
little sacrifice as possible of any incidental benefit that may have been expected 
from the works. 

Fifthly. Wlien Relief Works are continued for a time, a date should be 
fixed by the Inspecting Officer, -with reference to the prospects of the harvest 
and probable means of emplojunent in the neighbourhood, at which the ivork 
is to be finally brought to a close, and all payments on account of it are to 
cease. And 

Sixthly and lastly. The members of the Board of Works and other officers 
employed in this service wiU keep a journal, in W’hich every material part of 
their proceedings in the execution of these Instructions is to be clearly re- 
corded, one copy of which journal they will send at the end of each week, 
through the Board of Works, to this Board, and another copy will he sent 
by them, through the same channel, for the information of his Excellency the 
Lord-Lieutenant. 

It was pointed out by the late Board of Treasury, at an early period of these 
operations, that the sole object for which a fund had been provided by Parliament: 
by the first Act of the present Session for the purpose of carrying on works in 
Ireland, half at the public expense, and half at the expense of the distressed 
localities, was to provide a remedy for the scarcity then impending over that 
country; and that works were not to be carried on under the above-men- 
tioned Act, although they might have been presented according to the pre- 
scribed form, and liave received the sanction of this Board, if it should 
afterwards appear that the -works, or any portion of them, were not required 
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for tlie relief of urgent and unusual distress arising from the above-mentioned 
cause. 

Their Lordships entirely concur in this view, and they desire that the 
Commissioners of Public Works, and the officers employed by tliem, will 
impress upon all concerned, that the motive wliich induced Parliament to 
give effect, by the first Act of the present Session, to a mode of executing 
public works in Ireland much more advantageous than any which had, for 
many years past, been available to the parties interested in the execution of 
such works, w^as, not for the sake of any advantages wliich were expected to 
be derived from the works themselves, but soleli/ to assist the proprietors and 
others in affording employment to relieve the distress of the people^ caused by the 
failure of their ordinary food ; and that as soon as this distress has in any 
locality been relieved, tlie object of the Act has been accomplished, and the 
works, as carried on by that Act, should be discontinued at the earliest prac- 
ticable period. 

If, in such cases, the parties interested desire that the works should be 
carried on to completion, it is open to tliem to take the usual steps to p^o^^de 
for this object, either by obtaining loans secured by Grand Jury Presentment, 
or by other means. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for 
their information. 

Also transmit a copy to the Secretary for Ireland for the information of the 
Lord Lieutenant, and req^uest that he will move his Excellency to give his sup- 
port and assistance to the Board of "Works, in carrying into effect the instruc- 
tions contained therein. 

Also req^uest that he will suggest to his Excellency to consider whether it is 
necessary to continue any longer the fimctions of the Board of Health, wMch 
was constituted in the early part of the present year, for the purpose of provid- 
ing a remedy for the fever reported to have broken out in some localities, 
ow’ing to the scarcity of food ; and whether it would not be advisable that a day 
should be named for the discontinuance of donations from the Public Revenue, 
in aid of subscriptions for the relief of distress arising from the same cause ; and 
also, that a period should be fixed for closing the operations of the Relief 
Commission. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information. 



Treasuky Minute. 

July 7, 1846. 

Aly Lords refer to the Act of this Session, cap. 3, authorizing the issue of grants 
and loans to be applied in the construction of piers, harbours, and other works 
connected ivith the Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 

The 10th clause of the Act directs that in case the Commissioners appointed 
under the same Act shall recommend the construction of any such work to the 
Treasury, and shall report the amount of money which in their opinion might 
properly be advanced by way of .grant for or on account of such work, and the 
Lords of the Treasury shall think* fit provisionally to approve of the work so 
recommended, or any modification thereof, and the amount of the grant recom- 
mended, or any modification thereof, it shall he lawful for the Commissioners 
of the Treasury to signify their provisional approval of the same respectively, 
and to specify the time to be allowed for the repayment, and the rate of interest to 
be chargeable upon such sum of money as may be required by way of loan to defray 
the residue of the total cost of the work so approved by them over and above the 
amount to be advanced for the same by w&y of grant ; and the 11th clause directs 
that the Fishery Commissioners shall, on receiving from the Commissioners of the 
Treasury their provisional approval as aforesaid, cjiuse to be prepared a proidsional 
declaration under their hands, describing, by reference to plans or otherwise, the 
works proposed to be executed or provisionally approved of, and the estimated cost 
thereof with the respective proportions of such cost to be supplied by way of grant 
and by way of loan, and the time of repayment of the rate of interest on such loan, 
and the county or counties, or the extent of district or lands which ought, in the* 
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opinion of the said Commissioners, to become cliargeable with the repayment of 
such loan and the interest thereon. 

In pursuance of these enactments, my Lords are pleased provisionally to approve 
of the following work ; — The extension of Claddagn pier in the county of Galway, 
at the expense of 4000/. ; viz., 2666/. 13s. 4i. to be advanced by way of grant, and 
1333/. 65 . 8d. by way of loan. Of the loan 888 /. 17s. 9d. to be repaid by the town 
of Galway, and 444/. 85 . lid. by the proprietors whose property Avill be benefited 
by the reclaimed land ; the whole to be repaid in 20 half-yearly instalments, 
together with interest at the rate of 5 per cent, on the sum outstanding. 

Communicate their Lordships’ provisional approval of these w'orks to the Fishery 
Commissioners, and desire that they wiU prepare the provisional declaration 
required by the Act, and proceed in the matter as therein dhected. 



Tre.^sury Minute. 

Jul^ 7, 1846. 

Read again the letter from the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, dated 
1st instant, recommending works at different fishery piers in Ireland, to he executed 
by means of grants and loans under the Act of this Session, cap. 3, and the Minute 
of their Lordships theron, so far as relates to the pier at Claddagh, in the county 
Galway. 

hly Lords are now pleased to sanction provisionally in the terms of the said Act, 
the folloAving works, viz. : — 

1. The construction of a pier at Carlineford, in the county Louth, 

at an expense of £2,000 

Two-thirds of the above sum to be granted £1,333 6 8 
And one-third raised by loan, viz. : — 

To be levied off the proprietors . . . 500 0 0 

To be levied off the district . . . 166 13 4 

£2,000 0 0 

2. The improvement of Rush Harbour at £1,400 

Two-thirds to be granted, or . . . 933 6 8 

One-tliird to be contributed by Sir R. Palmer 466 13 4 

£1,400 0 0 

3. The construction of a pier at Mount Charles, county Donegal, 

at the expense of ' . ^ £2 675 

One-half to be provided by a grant. . . 1,3-37 10 0 

To be contributed by the Marquis of Conyngham 250 0 0 
To be levied off the adjacent District . 1,087 10 0 

£2,675 0 0 

4. The Improvement at Greystones Harbour, county Wicklow, at . £1,200 

One-quarter to he raised by private subscription 300 0 0 
And three-quarters to be granted . . 900 0 0 

£1,200 0 0 

5. The erection ot a pier at Portuahlaw, county Donegal, at the 

expense of £l,500 

Three-fourths to be a grant . . . 1,125 0 0 

And one-fourth by a loan to be repaid by 
Alexander Stewart, Esq. . . . 375 0 0 

£1,500 0 0 
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6, The erection of pier at Dunany, in county Ix)utli, at . . £500 

Three-fourths to be a grant . . . 375 0 0 

And one-fourth a loan, viz. ; — 

To he levied off the proprietor . . . 60 0 0 

And off the district . . . . 65 0 0 



£500 0 0 



7. The construction of a pier at Ballinass, in county Donegal, at . £640 

Three-fourths to be a grant, or . . . 4S0 0 0 

And one-fourth, a loan to he levied off the 

adjacent district . . . • 180 0 0 



£640 0 0 



The whole of the loans to he repaid by 20 half-yearly instalments, together with 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent, on the sums outstanding, except in those cases in 
which the instalments -would be so small that an earlier repaymejit of the loan 
would be more convenient to the parties interested ; and in such cases the Commis- 
sioners are authorized to fix such period for the repayment of the loan as may be 
mutually agreed. 

Communicate their Lordships’ provisional approval of these works to the Fishery 
Commissioners, and desire that they will prepare the provisional declarations 
required by the Act, and proceed in the matter as therein directed. 



Treasury Minute. 

July 10, 1846. 

Write to the Commissioners of Public Works, with reference to their Reports 
to the Lord Lieutenant, dated respectively 3rd and 4th July, on memorials from 
the barony of Dunmore, county of Galway, and from the county of the town of 
Galway, making application for the execution of certain works, under the pro- 
visions of the Act 1 Vic. c. 21, that the undermentioned works appear to be of 
a more extensive character than are likely to be required for giving employ- 
ment in the respective neighbourhoods for the short remaining period during 
which it -null be necessary to carry on public works for the relief of the people ; 
and should such, on inquiry, prove to be the case, their Lordships desire that 
the Commissioners -will submit to the Lord Lieutenant a modified proposition 
for the execution of only so much of these works as may he wanted to meet 



the present emergency. 

A new line of road from Milltown to Tuam, to avoid the hills £ 

of Kildooney 2000 

A new line of road to the town of Galway, on the east side, 

so as to avoid the hills on the present College Road . . 1200 



Subject to these observations, the works included in their two Reports, above 
adverted to, are approved. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Mr. Pennefather, for the information of 
the Lord Lieutenant. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasury. 

Dublin, July 13, 1846. 

We have the honour to forward herewith an abstract of an application 
from Wybrauts Olphert, Esq., for a loan of One thousand pounds (1,000/.), and 
a grant of Eight hundr^ and fifty pounds (850/.), in aid of a new road from 
Falcara Cross to Guidore, in the county of Donegal, under the Act 1st and 2nd 
William IV., chap. 33 ; and we beg leave to recommend the same for your 
Lordships’ favourable consideration. 

The proposed grant is for an extremely useful line of road, to pass through 
a district of country now almost shut out from improvement by want of a 
proper line of communication with the nearest markets. Besides, this line will 
be of importance, forming part of the general coast line in the north-west of 
Donegal. 
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It has already been brought under your Lordships’ notice by a memorial 
from Lord George Hill and others, the subscription mil only amount to 
1 50/. ; the remainder of the estimate it is sought to be obtained by a grant 
from us, in addition to the sum of 1000/., presented by the grand jury. 

We hope that the people in this district will not experience as much distress 
as in some of the better cultivated parts of the country, but still we apprehend 
that even in the remote parts, where the crops of potatoes have not suffered 
comparatively i'rom the prevailing disease, extra employment will he required 
in consequence of the price of provisions being raised by the demands of 
adjoining districts. 



Ekclosoee. 



Application for a Loan and Grant to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 



Applieauf. 


Object. 




Nature 


Rate of Proposed 
Repayments. 




te<]uirt!d. 


Security. 


Prin- 


Interest. 




WybrantsOl- 

pbettiEst^. 


In aid ul & nev 
road from Fal- 
eara Cross-road 
to Guidote. in 
tlie County uf 
DoTiej^al. 


Estimate, 

iOOO/. 

Proposed 

lOUW. 

Pro]H«ed 

Grant, 

S50/. 

Contribution, 

130/. 


1 Present* 

1 


10 pet 
. Cent. 


Cent. 


The proposed line of road was inspected 
on the part uf this Board by Vviliiaui 
Vanderkeste, Esq., C.B. 

The grant isrecumniendcdfoc their Lord- 
ships saDctiun, as the empioyment uf 
the neighbouring poor by the construc- 
tiun of this rued would be eery edran* 
tageoos at this destitute period ; und 
also because the district of country 
through which the road will pose is, 
fium the barren nature of the land, ne- 
cessarily poor, being a kind of mountain 
bog. 



Office of Public Worhs, Dublin, Jos. C. Walker, Secreiary. 

'Uthjuly, 1846. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

July 17, 1846. 

Inform the Commissioners of Public Works that on considering the remote 
situation of the district through whicli the proposed line of road is to pass, and 
the unimproved state of the communications to the nearest markets, my 
Lords are pleased to sanction the loan and grant recommended, although the 
grant bears a larger proportion to the private contribution than it has been 
usual for my Lords to sanction. 

Acquaint the Paymaster of Civil Services with the terms of the loan. 



Treasury Minute. 

July 14, 1846. 

■Write to Mr. Redington, acknowledging the receipt of Mr. McKenna’s 
two lettere, dated 1 1th instant, enclosing copies of Reports from the Board of 
Works, recommending the execution of the following works : — 

To make a new line of road from Balmullet to Ballina and 
Killala, between Glencullen in the Barony of Ends and 
Gunnamord Bridge in the Barony of Tyrawley, viz., that 
jiortion between Sheskin and Gunamord, with branches 
from Croaghane to Glenmore, and from Shanstrea to Glen- £. 

eadough, being in all about 15 miles 2500 

A new line of road from Mill-street to Bantiy, between the 
Government road from Macroom to Killarney, and the 
Bridge of Ballyfenane, four miles ..... 1050 

And request that he will state to the Lord Lieutenant, that it appears to 
their Lordships to be so improbable that works of this magnitude can really 
be wanted for the purpose of giving employment so near the close of the period 
during which it has been deemed necessary to have recourse to extraordinary 
measures of relief in consequence of the late failure of the potato crop, that 
their Lordships cannot feel that they should be justified in giving their sanction 
to them ; and if some measures of relief should still be indispensably required 
in the neighbourhood in which the works in question are proposed to be carried 
on, they would suggest that his Excellency should authorize the execution of 
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a limited portion of these works, or some other works not more than suffi- 
cient to meet the exigencies of the case. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for 
their information and guidance. 



Treasury Minute. 

July 17, 1846. 

Write to Mr. Rediugton, in reply to his letter, dated 14th instant, enclosing 
a Report from the Board of Works, dated 9th instant, recommending the ex- 
ecution of the following work : — 

A new road from Listowel to Castle Island, from Kuights- 
bridge to the old road from Duagh to Rathea near Knock- £. 
annlDi-ack 1000 

And state that as no special grounds are urged for imdertaking a work of 
this extent at this late period of the operations for the relief of the people 
suffering from the failure of the potato crop, and as the work in question, is 
of a kind whicli might have been proposed for other purposes than that of 
giving employment to the distressed poor, their Lordships consider that the 
observations contained in the letter from this Board dated the I4th instant, 
are equally applicable to this case, and they would suggest that only such 
portion of the road should be executed, as may be absolutely necessary for the 
pui-pose of relieving urgent distress arising from the above cause. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for 
their information. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin, July 21, 1846. 

I ENCLOSE you an abstract of our last weekly return, by which you will 
perceive that our numbers have greatly increased. What I foresaw early in the 
year is now verified ; every man in the country who wants work, is forced upon 
us ; we cannot help ourselves. 

Enclosure. 

Abstract of Returns of Men Employed on Public Works, for one week ended ISth 
July. 1846. 



Clare . . . 






109,052 


Cork , . 






7,403 


Donegal 






2,132 


Dublin . 






82 


Galway 






36,097 


King’s County 






1,743 


Kerry 






27.954 


Kilkenny 






380 


Limerick 






41,786 


Leitrim 






2,896 


Louth . . 






8,4.56 


Meath . 






16,993 


Mayo 






31,010 


Queen’s 






1,693 


Roscommon 






23,644 


Sligo 






5,893 


Tipperary 






42,937 


Waterford 






5,237 


Wcklow 






508 


West Meath . 






401 


Total on Roads 






366,302 


On Drainage 






15,862 


Great Total on 


Roads and 




Drainage 






332,164 


Shannon Works 






3,469 


Total 






385,633 


Showing a daily average 




64,272 



Office of Public Worhs, Dublin, July 22, 1846. 
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Returs showing the additional Assistance at present employed under the Board of Works with reference to the 
Scarcity, and the further Assistance wWch has been placed at their disposal, should it be required. 



Name of Officer. 



Civil Engineers 



Royal Engineers . 



Regiments , serving 
in Ireland. 



Civil Engineers . 
Ordnance .Survey . 



Survey and Valua- 
tion. 



Public Works,— 
Extra Empby- 



.Tohn Macmahon . 
Barrv D. Gibbons . 



In the office or on out-duty, 
as the occasion may re- 
quire. 



Capf. W. E. D. Broughton 
Cnpt. Edmond Ogle 
Capt. J. S. Hawkins 
Lieut. G. C. Baillie 
Lieut. C. S. Miller 
Lieu:. T. Ingiis 
Capt. R. T. Farren, 4'Ith 
Capt. J. Lardner, 47th 
Capt. A.E.Bunnester, 59th 



Capt. H. W. Gordon, 59th 
Capt. A. L. Peebles, 59tb . 
Capt.C. E. P. Gordon, 75th 
Capt. J. Bolton, 75th . . 

Capt. H.F. Ainslie, S3rd . 
Lieut. H. Shum, 30th. 
Lieut. T. W. L. Farmer, 41at| 
Lieut. W. Faussett, 44th . 
Henry Buck .... 
Michael Boyan. 

Mr. Griffith and Capt. Lar- 
com. 

Lieut. G. A. Leach, R.E. . 



Duhallow, Cork 
Garrycastle, Ring’s County 
Leitrim, Galway 
Leitrim, Leitrim 
Clare, Galway . 

Athenry, Galway 
Coshlea, Limerick 
Burrishoole, Mayo 
Condons and Clangihhon, 
Cork. 

Tirawley, Mayo . 

Erris, Mayo . . 

Louth, Louth . . 

Cloniisk, King’s County 
Kilkenny West, Westmeath 
Kilmaine, Mayo . 
Slievardagh. Tipperary 
Ikerrin, Tipperary . . 

Idrone West, Carlow . 
Glenquin, Limerick 
Mountjoy, Phoenix Park 



Lance Corporal Longland, 
R. S. and M. 



Tinnehinch, &c., Queen’s 
County. 



Edward Singleton . 



Mountjoy, Pheenix Park 



William Mooney 
Joseph Mooney 
George O'Lawlor 
Aathonj’ Curry 
William Irvine 
James G. Douglass 
Thomas T. Moonev 
Joseph Cnrry . 
William C. Ryan 



Thomas Allen . 
Patrick Nolan . 

Joseph Elliott . 
Willram Elliott 
William Murray 
Robert Mooney 
Richard Griffith, Eaq.,( 
missioner. 

James Moore . 



Patrick Ganly . 
Robert Pnrdon 
Patrick Griffin . 
William Jones . 
Thomas Keogh 
Denis Freeman 
James Lynam . 
Thomas Cox . 
Mr. Hackett . 



Mr. Mackintosh 



Mr. Allen . 
Mr. Proctor 
Mr. Tibeaudo 
Mr. Woods 
Mr. Griffin 
Mr. Powell 
Mr. Manaergh 



Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin. 



Cratloe, Clare, and Cappa- 
more, Limerick. 
Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin. 



Secretary’s Office - 



Accountant’s Office 



Reporting on or In- 
specting. 



Esamining Projects 



Not solely occupied on duty 
connected with scarcity, 
hut generally under Act 
9 Viet. c. 3 and 4. 



Digesting and Con- 
sidering Reports. 
Examining Projects 



Assisting Lieutenant 
Leach. 

Copying Memorials, 
and Reports, Cor- 
respondence, &c. 



.Employed with reference 
to Memorials under 9 
Viet. c. 1. 



Preparing 

Traces, 



■Only occasionally em- 
ployed, principally after 
their usual office hours. 



Maps, 

Sections, 



Directing and Over- 
seeing Labourers. 
Office Duties . 



Joined 22nd April. 
Joined 23rd April. 



•Only occasionally em- 
ployed, when required. 



Occasionally employed. 



’Engined in the general 
valuation of Ireland, and 
may be employed as Su- 
perintendents of Works 
if required. 



Registering Memo- 
rials. 

Clerk and Draughts- 
man. 

Clerk .... 



Viet. c. 1 and 3, (Piers 
and Harbours.) 



•Ditto, and general business 
of the Department. 



Return B. shows the number, &c. of the persons employed on the Ordnance Survey of Ireland. 
Abtc.— There are no documents in this department showing the strength of the English Survey. 
Office of Public Works, Ireland, May 2, 1846. 
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Juh/ 25, 1846. 

If not taking too great a liberty, might I ask ho\r long it is intended to 
continue the works, as I have lately received instructions to proceed with works 
which will require a considerable time tor their execution ? 

If the works are to be discontinued, I am of opinion that the best time and mode 
of doing it is to reduce the men gradually after a fortnight, and to cease altogether, 
or nearly so, within a month, that is, before the 1st of September, and any works 
that remain to be completed aller that period may be reserved lor the spring or 
summer of next year, when it is likely that there will be again a great necessity for 
employing the people. 

The works, considering the materials with «-hich we have to work, are pro- 
gressing, except in very few instances, satisfactorily; and I may add that the 
works undertaken have been -works of public utility. Distress would at this 
moment be general throughout the county were it not that the Government have, 
by means ot the public works, rescued the people from the deadly grasp of star- 
vation which threatened them ; and I am happy in having it in my power to state, 
on the best authority, that the poor people of Clare were never so well provided 
for as they have been this season. There are some localities where distress pressed 
with some se^'erity, hut was iu most cases promptly relieved, and I believe 1 could 
say with confidence that there has not been a single case of starvation throughout 
this county, and there are fewer cases of sickuess, particularly fever, than for 
many years past ; I have heard this remark made by the Roman Catholic clergy 
thi‘ougliout the entire county. 

Potatoes will be pretty generally fit for use in a week or ten days, and I may 
date the termination of all apprehension of famine from that period, at least for the 
present, and I shall feel myself, as it were, released from a load of responsibility, to 
support which I was very apprehensive would have required more strength of mind 
and body than I possessed. 

I have taken up this note several times before I could get even so far, and sbnil 
resume the subject at some future time. 



Lieut.-Colonel Jones to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Duhlin, July 30, 1846. 

TaEtideof emigration for England has set in; duringtbe lastlOdaysa 
continual stream of men will have been found : it is supposed the number moving 
this year is larger than usual, but this has not relieved our works, for women and 
old men are now turned out upon us. At any rate we shall carrj’ you well through 
the season, although not satisfactorily. 

I enclose an abstract of our last weekly employment Return. 



Enclosure. 

Abstract Return of the Number of Persons employed in the Under-mentioned Counties 
for the Week ending 25th July, 1846, viz. : — 



Antrim 




38 


Sligo .... 


8,431 


Clare 




. 102,130 


Tipperarj’’ 


42,301 


Cork 




. 11,767 


Wicklow 


593 


Cavan 




1,167 


\^’aterford 


5,403 


Dublin 




84 


Westmeath 


3,412 


Galway 

King’s 




. 58,278 

. 3,750 


On Roads 


435,694 


Kerry 

Limerick 




30,330 
. 64,024 


On Drainage . 


25,352 


Leitrim 

Louth 




7,998 
. 10,889 


Total 


461,026 


Meath 




. 16,153 


Add Shannon . 


3,167 


Mayo 

Queen’s 




. 33,375 

208 


Grand Total 


464,193 


Roscommon . 




. 35,363 


Gives a Daily Average 


77,365 



O^ce of Public Worhs. 

2Z2 
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Mr, Redington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, July 31, 1846. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, I am 
directed by the Lords Justices to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of 
the Treasuiy, that their Excellencies will give their support and assistance to the 
Board of ^Vorks in carrying into effect the instructions contained in their Lord- 
ships' minute of the 21st instant. , r tt 1 1 • i • i 

With reference to the continuance of the Board of Health, constituted in the 
early part of the present year, and fixing a period for closing the opeiations of the 
Relief Commission, their Excellencies command me to enclose copy of a letter 
dated 28th instant from the Commissioners, to whom your letter had been referred, 
and desire me to express their concurrence in the suggestions therein made. 



Enclosure. 

Relief Commission Office, Castle, July 28, 1846. 

Wu hare had the honour to receive your letter of the 25 th instant, requesting, by d^ire 
oftlie Lords Justices, our opinion, for their Excellencies’ information, ou the following inquiries 
in a letter from Mr. Trevelyan dated the 21st July, 1846. 

1. Whether it is necessary to continue any longer the functions of the Board of Health, 
which was constituted in the early part ot the present year for the purpose of p^o^ iding a 
remedy for the fever reported to have broken out in some localities owing to the scarcity 
of food ? 

2. Whetiier it would not be advisable that a day should be named for the discontinuance 
of donations from the public revenue in aid of private subscriptions for the relief of distress 
arising from the same cause ? 

3. Thata period shall also be fixed for closing the operations of the Relief Commission ? 

With respect to the Board of Health, we have to stale that its arrangements are now in 

operation only in four Unions ; but before offering an opinion as to the expediency of discon- 
tinuing these arrangements immediately, we are desirous of consulting Sir Philip Crumpton 
and Sir Robert Kane, who are at present absent from Dublin. But, in the meanwhile, no 
new case shall be entertained, except under circumstances of urgent and serious necessity ; and 
we have no reason to suppose at present that the operations of tlie Board may not be terminated 
at the same time as those of the Relief Commission. 

The other inquiries have been fully considered, and we are of opinion that donations from 
the public revenue to relieve the distress arising from the scarcity caused by failures of last 
year’s potato crop may be discontinued on the lOth proximo, and that the proceedings of the 
Relief Commission may be closed on the 15lh pro.ximo, the day on which issues of meal from 
the Commissariat depSts are to cease. 

We, however, consider that the time from the I5th proximo to the end of the month will be 
necessary for wimhng up the office business of the Commission, so that it may be closed in a 
complete state on the 31st of the month; but we do not coutemplate a necessity for assembling 
as a Board during that time. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) R. J. Rodth. 

T. N. Redinqton, Esq. E. T. B. Twisleton. 



Treasury Minute on the above. 

Write to Air. Redington, tliat their Lordships concur vvith the Lords Justices 
in approving of the periods recommended for bringing to a close the several 
branciies of the operations for the relief of the people suffering from the failure 
of the potato crop ; and it is requested that the Lords Justices will cause in- 
structions to be issued to the Relief Commission accordingly. 



Sir R. Route to Air. Trevelyan. 

Dublin Castle, August 3, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a circular issued 
by the Relief Central Commission, at Dublin, at the suggestion of the Board of 
Works, drawing the attention of the District Relief Committees to an extract of 
their Ixirdships’ minute of the 21st July. 
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Enclosure. 

Relief Commission Office, Dublin Castle, 

Sir, July 31, 1^6. 

The Relief Commissioners desire to draw the attention of Relief Committees to the 
following extract from a minute made by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasurv, 
on the 2lst instant, which the Committees will be so good as to keep in view, when select!^ 
persons for relief by employment on public works, under the Acts 1 Vic., cap. 21, and 9 Vic., 
cup. 1 ; also in the arrangements for bringing such works to a close, when no longer required 
by die existence of urgent distress. 

I have, &c. 

To the Secretary of the Relief Committee. Secretary. 



Major SiMMONDS to Mr. Teevelyan. 

Limerich, August 4, 1846. 

Nothing can be finer than the com crops now being cut, but slowly, I am 
told, for want of labourers, resulting, it is to be feared, from the injudicious 
continuance of public works, as well as in the mismanagement of some 
committees, in not gradually withdrawing relief from persons able to work. 



Commissioners of Public Works to the Lords of the Treasuet. 

August 8, 1846. 

We have the honour to forward this our Fifth Monthly Report of our 
proceedings in affording employment to the distressed districts in Ireland, 
under the Act 9 Victoria, cap. 1. 

Up to the 31st July, the sum applied for 
amounted to . . . ; . 

The sums recommended by us amoimted 

to 

The number of roads examined and re- 
ported on is 

The expense incurred in making the exa- 
minations and inq^uiries is . 

The number of persons employed during the last 

Gross Number. 

Weekending 4th July 217,851 

„ 11th July 348,217 

„ 18th July 425,651 

„ 25th July 502,689 



Total of four weeks 1,494,408 



It will appear by the statement above, that the number of men employed 
daily during the p^ month increased considerably in the third week, and now 
may be considered as having attained its maximum. 

The figures, showing the number of individuals employed, are not an index 
to the state of distress, or of the amount of employment necessary to be given 
to afford relief 

The great inattention of the greater number of Relief Committees to the 
instructions issued for their guidance, has added very much to the difficulties 
of the engineers in charge of the Works ; and that the peace of the country has 
not been disturbed may be attributed to the sound judgment and discretion of 
the inspecting officers and engineers employed by the Board, who have expe- 
rienced great annoyance, opposition, and interference, from individual members 
of committees. 

That your Lordships may form some idea of the nature of the interference, 
we subjoin a copy of the resolutions which were sent to our engineer from the 
Relief Committee of Hospital, in the county of Limerick. 

This will apply to nearly every district where committees have been formed, 
but the assistance of such a body would have been highly useful, had they 



£1,292,853 8 9 
458,143 13 6 
3,809 

£4,948 19 0 
four weeks, viz. : — 

Daily Averaige. 

36,308 

58,036 

70,943 

83,781 



A. 
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acted ■with proper zeal and discretion, not leaving to individuals to select or 
recommend whom they pleased. 

In general, little regard has been paid to the circumstances of an applicant. 

Tickets have been distributed by individual members of the committee in 
the most irregular manner, and in some ii^tances which have come to our 
knowledge, tickets have been sold and distributed by persons unconnected with 
committees ; thus defeating the object of the Government in their appoint- 
ment, and causing dissatisfaction and confusion, by sending in upon the works 
much larger bodies of men than could be usefuUy employed, or were intended 
to be so. 

In some cases, our officers have been assaulted and grossly ill-treated, by 
idlers and others, who pressed upon the workmen, either ^vith a mischievous 
intention, or with a view to obtain employment. This was to be expected 
when eveiy labouring man in the countiy was directed to look to the Board of 
"Works for employment; and it is a notorious fact, that the labourers did not 
get employment this year on those farms w'here they have usually obtained it, 
nor did the emigration to England Ijegin to take place until very late in the 
season. 

It is ■with regret that we have found ourselves compelled, in each succeeding 
month’s report, to bring so prominently forward the misconduct of the Relief 
Committees, who, instead of affording our officers that support in the difficult 
duties they had to perform, have, on the contrary, greatly increased them ; and 
should it unfortunately again occur that relief is to be afforded by public 
works, arrangements of a very different nature must be made for the selection 
of the indi\T.diials who are to be employed, which ought to be confined stiictly 
to those in distress and requiring relief. 

Our labours have been greatly augmented by the unfortunate feeling that 
manilested itself, — that works were to be found for the distressed in each parish, 
overlooking the circumstance that the presentments were baronial, and that 
parish boundaries were never considered by the Board wlien reporting upon 
the memorials. 

The consequence has been, that in many cases, where there W'as abundance 
of -work within a very short distance of the locality where distress existed, yet 
in consequence of the work being situated in a different parish, its benefits w^ere 
not allowed to be extended to those actually requiring it, and for whom, per- 
haps, it was originally intended when the recommendation was made to the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

The results were, that urgent and pressing demands for work, couched in 
strong language of complaint against the Board of W'"orks, were addressed to 
the Lord Lieutenant that we had not acted fairly in carrying out the benevolent 
intentions of Government for the relief of the poor, and this split into divisions 
by parishes has caused a great deal of invective and ill-feeling where none 
ought to have been produced. 

The number of military officers employed at present in reporting is as 
follows : — 

Royal Engineers . . (at present none.) 

Of regiments of the line . . Four. 

Under this branch of our duty we have been able to reduce the number, but 
not so much as we expected. Memorials are still coming in, and as long as 
that continues, so lot^ are we obliged to have reports made upon them by 
officers appointed especially for that duty. 

Inspecting officers of districts, eight ; viz., 

Royal Engineers . Four 

Regiments of the line Four > 

The mimber of officers employed on this duty has been increased from those 
previously employed in reporting. We have found the advantages of this ar- 
rangement, and experienced the benefits anticipated. 

Charges of a serious nature are frequently preferred against our officers, 
but, after being referred to inspectors for inquiry, it generally appears that 
the animus with which they were ■written was either malevolence or dis- 
appointment. 

It is but justice to the inspecting officers to state that they have one and all 
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shown a most laudable zeal in the discharge of the duties req^uired of them, 
and evinced, on several trying occasions, great good sense, judgment, and dis- 
cretion, by which disturbances have been prevented. 

The county surveyors have rendered us most efficient aid. The excellent 
arrangements made by them in general have greatly contributed to the success 
of our operations. 

The payment of the numerous parties employed has occupied a great deal 
of our attention, and considering the extent of country over which the duties 
of the pay clerks extend, and the number of works in hand, there has been 
much greater regularity observed than could reasonably and fairly have been 
expected ; and where such has not been the case, the delay has generally 
been traced to the period when they first entered upon the duty, and when 
the pay clerks were probably unacquainted with the localities. 

Since the first payments, scarcely a complaint of irregularity has been 
made. 

We have been obliged to make arrangements for a large supply of silver 
being provided at the different banks throughout the country. This supply 
has been much greater than vras anticix)ated. We naturally expected that the 
silver would have circulated freely through the country, and that after the 
first payments, no difficulty would have been experienced in obtaining it in 
exchange for notes. But the contrary has been the case ; the silver as soon as 
paid disappears. 

This has compelled us, in districts where banks did not exist, to send 
dorni, under the charge of confidential clerks, boxes containing silver from 
500/. to 1000/. in amount. These boxes have been taken charge of by gentle- 
men residing in the neighbourhood. There was a risk attendant on such a 
mode of proceeding, hut it is satisfactory for us to be enabled to state that 
these arrangements have been carried out with success. 

We have great pleasure in bringing under your Lordships’ notice the very 
great assistance and readiness to meet our views, wliich has been evinced by 
the Governors and Directors of all the great banking establishments through- 
out the country, who have not sought for commercial profits, but have been 
satisfied u-ith merely cliarging us the actual expenses incurred by their respec- 
tive establishments in procuring and transmitting the sums required. 

It is, however, proper to bring under the notice of your Lordships this fact, 
that, with all these exertions, the available supply of silver in the country is. 
not sufficient for the occasion, and that if pressed for much further, the 
managers of the respective banking establishments, who have already made us 
an intimation to this effect, would be totally unable to meet our demands. 

A memorandum (E) is annexed, which shows the exertions obliged to be 
made by one great establishment (the Provincial), in order to meet those 
demands. 

From this memorandum it appears that of 11,360/. issued at Kilrush, only 
4760/. came hack in the ordinary course ; and at Ennis only 1930/. came back 
out of 5530/. so issued within a certain period. 

We would, therefore, suggest for your Lordships’ consideration, whether, in 
the event of a necessity for administering relief in a similar manner, it would 
not be desirable Her Majesty’s Government should lae prepared to issue a 
large portion of the requisite funds in silver coinage. 
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Enclosure A. 

Return of Applications made under the Provisions of the Act I Viet., chap. 21, .showing the Total Xiimher, their 
Nature and Amount, also, the Amount recommended, and the Date of the Order for the Comnieneenirut of the 
Works. 

Carried on from the Bate of last Return to July 31, 1846. 



No. 


Cotiaty. 


Baionj. 


Date of Amount 

Application. Nature of Application. Applied for. 


Amount 

Recommended. 


Dale of Order 
for commenc- 
ing M'ork. 








1 1 £. 


5. d 


£. 


5. 


d. 


1846. 








Carried forward from June . . . 1,181,12( 


9 S 


349,554 13 


2 






Antrim . . 


Kilconwav . . . 






3,900 


0 


0 


July 27 




Carlow 


Idrone, West . . 


. . 




800 


0 


0 


17 




Clare . . 


Bunratty, Upper . 


. . 




1,630 


0 


0 


,, IS 






, , Lower . 






1,229 


0 


0 


,, 31 




, 


Burren 






50 


0 


0 


,, 6 






Clonderlaw 






2,243 


15 


0 


,, 24 






Corcomroe. . . 






2,811 


0 


0 


>1 6 






Ibrickane . 






790 


0 


0 


,, 13 




, , 


inebiquin . 






868 




4 


,, 22 






Islands 






3,932 


0 


0 








Movarta 






2,961 


0 


0 






, , 


Tulia, Upper . ,. 






1,911 




0 


,, 6 




, , 


, , Lower . 






565 


0 


0 


4 




Cork . 


Barrvmore . . 


. . 




1,566 


0 


0 


,, 13 






Carberry, East, W ,JJ 






600 


0 


0 








,, West,E.D 






1,112 




0 


,, 18 






Condons&Clanaibbon 






2,568 


0 


0 


,, 20 




,, 


Duhallow . . , 






1,084 


0 


0 


,, 22 






Fermoy 






4,902 


0 


0 


,, 17 




,, 


Kinalea . . . 






540 




0 


,, 13 






ifuskerry. West . 






1,200 


0 










Orrery and Kilmore 






8G0 


0 


0 


,, 27 




Galway . 


Athenrv . . 






200 


0 


0 








Clonmacnowen 






140 












Dunkellin . 






525 










,, 


Dunmore . . . 






2,501 


0 


0 








Galway. 






1,350 










,, 


Kiltartan . . 






900 


0 










Loughrea . . 






250 


0 


0 


,, 27 




,, 


Moycullen , . . 






900 


0 


0 








Ross .... 






800 


0 


0 


,, 22 




Kerry, 


Clanmaurice . . 










0 








Corkaguinny , 






464 


0 










Glenatouzh 






1,200 


0 


0 


29 




Kildare . 


rruRhenacmv . 










0 






Naas, South . 
















Kilkenny . 


Galmoy 
















,, 


Gowran . . 






1,100 




0 






,, 


Kilkenny . 






no 


0 








King’s . . 


Ballvboy . 






100 










Leitrim 


Ballvbritt . . 
















Carrieallen. 
















, , 


iJroraahair . 
















Limerick . 


Mohill .... 
















GlanwiHiam 
















,, 


Connello, Upcer . 












i. 27 






C’lmnagh . . , 






527 


10 




,, 20 




, , 


Coshlea . . 






2,437 






,> n 




>» 


Cushma 


• • 














,, 


Glenquin . . 






2,980 


0 




>> 6 




, , 


Kenry • . . . 
















, , 


Kilmallock . . 
















Louth . , 


Smallcounty . 
















Ardee .... 






400 










.. 


Ferrard 
















Mayo . 


Burrbboole 






1,410 


0 




,, 16 




, , 


Carra .... 


















Cianmorris. 






1,080 


0 




,, 18 






Costello . . . 






500 


0 




,, 22 




, , 


Erris .... 






210 






,, 25 




, , 


Gailen .... 










0 






, , 


Kiimaine . 












,, 25 




Meath 


Tyrawley . 












,, 28 




Duleek . 














1 ,, 


Kelt, Upper . . 




. 


1,230 


0 


0 


,, 20 
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Behirn of Applications made under the Prorisions of the Act 1 Viet., chop, ’a-tmimitd. 



' Mona^)mn 
Queen’s . 



Roscommon , 
Sligo’. . 
Tipperary. 



Westmeath 
Wicklow . 



Mayo . 
Sligo . 



; Tipperary 



256 i Clare . 
237 I 

258 i 

259 

260 
261 
262 
263 



267 ' Galway 

268 I 



269 

270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 
278 

277 

278 

279 

280 
281 
282 

283 

284 

285 



Kerry . 
Kilkenny . 



King’s . 
Limerick . 



Mayo 



Queen’s . 
Boscommoa 



Naran, Lower 

■ Slane, Upper 
Monaghan . 

I Clandont^h 
' Cullenagh . 

I Tinnahinch 
I Ballintobber, North 
; Boyle . 

; Roacommoti 
' Carbeiry 
Leyney. 

Tjrerrtll . 

Clan william 
Iffii and Offa . . , 

Kilneraanagh, TJpper| 
> 9 Lower. 

Jliddlethird 
Ormond, Lower 
Slieveardagh . 
Decies within Drum , 
Decies without Drumj 
Glenahiry . 
Middiethird 
Upperthird 
Moygoish . 

Arklow 

Rathdown . . . 

Talbotatown, Upper 
, , Lower 
j Murrisk . , 

I Carberry . 

I Corran . . . 

I Etiogarty . 

1 Owney and Arra 
I Bunratty, Lower 
L Ibrickane • 

' Islands . 

; Tulia, Upper 
' 9 , Lower 
' Barretts . , . 

■ Carberv, West, E. D. 

i W.D. 

j Condons and Clan 

I gibbon . 

I Fermoy 
\ Muskerry, West 
! Galway 
: Ross 
Iveragh 
' Iverk . 

Kilkenny City 
Ballybey . 
Clanwilliam 
Connello, Upper 
, , Lower 
Coshlea 
Coshma 
Glenqmn . 
Kilmallock 
Burrishoole 
Carra . 

Clanmorris 
Gallen . 

Kilraaine . 

Tyrawley - 
Morgallion 
Fore 

Kells, Lflwer 
Clondonagh 
Ballymoe . 

Caatlerea . 
Roacommon 



July 



Kature at Applicatioo. 



New, and repairs of old roads. 



7,290 

3,603 

900 

8,746 

3,904 

1,196 



1,620 5 0 
2,600 0 0 
500 0 0 ; 
250 0 O' 
1,644 8 6 I 
1,436 0 0 : 
320 0 O' 
438 0 0 
5,870 0 0 , 
1,500 0 0 : 
2,275 0 0 
545 0 0 . 
5,081 0 0 ; 
392 0 0 : 
705 0 0 : 
2,200 0 0 : 
5,929 10 0 
6,000 0 0 
2,980 0 0 I 
3,432 0 0 ' 
1,119 0 0 I 
300 0 0 ! 
1,700 0 0 { 

260 0 0 I 

1,273 10 0 i 
1,103 0 



Amount Oite of Order 

Recommended, f®*" Cummenc- 
Work. 



1846. 

17 



3,623 

1,347 



1,750 

1,116 

494 

100 

220 

450 

3,317 1 
600 
271 



86 

247 

2!)0 

300 

300 

560 

300 



0 0 ’ 
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Return of Applications made under the Provisions of the Act 1 Viet., chap, 21 — cemtimed. 



No. 


Conaty. 


BaiODj. 


Date of 
Application. 


Nature of Application. 


Amount 
Applied for. 


Amount 

Recommended. 


Date of Order 
for Commenc- 
ing WorV. 








1846. 




£. d. 


£. s. d. 


1846. 


293 


Roscommon-cdJi 


Roscommon . . 


,, 10 


New, and repairs of old roads. 


6,000 0 0 






294 




Corran .... 


,, 29 


4,116 10 0 






295 


Tipperary . 


Kilnemanach, Upper 




,, 


1,690 0 0 






296 


, , Lower 






879 0 0 






297 


,, 


Ormond, Upper . 


,, 27 


,, 


790 0 0 






298 




Slievearda^h . 






1,220 0 0 






299 


Waterford . 


Uoshmore and Cosb- 
bride . . 






1,167 5 0 






300 




Decies within Drum 




, j 


3,147 14 6 






301 


Wicklow . . 


Arklow . . . 


>> 3 




372 13 0 






302 


” 


Talbotstowo, Lower 


9 


” 


140 0 0 , . . 

1,292,853 8 9 458,143 13 6 





By Order, 

Office o/FuiUc Works, JOS. C. WALKER, 

August 8, 1846. Secretary. 



Encixisure B. 

Abstract Return of tlie Number of Persons Employed on Relief Works, iu the under- 
mentioned Counties, for the four Weeks in July, 1846. 



ON ROADS. 



County. 


July 4. 


July 11. 


July 18. 


July 25. 


Total. 


Clare 


58,513 


84,545 


109,052 


116,653 


368,763 


Cork 


5,157 


6,772 


7,957 


12,777 


32,663 


Cavan 


702 


992 


1,228 


1,167 


4,089 


Donegal 




2,202 


2.132 


834 


3,168 


Dablin 


84 


90 


82 


84 


340 


Dublin and Meath . 


118 


124 






242 


Galway 


17,961 


30,502 


37,305 


64,200 


149,968 


King’s County . • • 


718 


1,501 


4,854 


3,750 


10,823 


Kerry 


15,937 


25,016 


27,954 


30,330 


99,237 


Kilk^ny 


177 


1,347 


3,877 


4,136 


9,537 


Limerick 


32,733 


58,863 


49,437 


66,773 


207,811 


Leitrim 




5,408 


6,405 


7,998 


19,811 


Louth 


7,720 


8,856 


8,456 


10,889 


35,921 


Mayo 


13,236 


18,586 


34,000 


33,375 


99,197 


Meath 


11,064 


17,130 


16,264 


16,153 


60,611 


Queen’s 


804 


811 


3,726 


2,168 


7,509 


Roscommon .... 


7,541 


21,682 


27,866 


39,088 


96,177 


Sligo 


2,869 


5,413 


7,663 


8,749 


24,694 


Tipperary 


25,935 


33,844 


42,937 


42,301 


145,017 


Waterford .... 


2,951 


4,379 


5,237 


5,403 


17,970 


Wicklow ..... 


280 


524 


508 


593 


1,905 


Westmeath .... 


288 


1,307 


3,020 


5,555 


10,170 


Antrim 


1,392 




3,602 


2,688 


7,682 




206,185 


327,894 


403,562 |475,664 


1,413,305 



ON D 


RAINAGE 








11,666 


20,323 


22,089 


27,025 


81,103 




217,851 


348,217 


425,651 


502,689 


1,494,408 ! 



Office of Public Works, August, 1846. 
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Memobaotcm.— The followbgBelurn, ia full deWl, of persons employed in relief works, is sent as supr^emental fo that in abstract for the 
foni weeks, mclnoed in the Report, and shows the number employed in the week which imme^ately succeeds, vii., to 1st August. 

Aug^ S, 1346. Walker, &wrtflry. 

Enclosure C. 



Abstract Return of the Number of Men, Women, Boys, Ssc., employed in the under-mentioned Districts for Week 
ending 1st August, 1846. 



ROADS. 


R0.4DS. 


County. 


Barony. 


Barony 

Totals. 


County 

Totals. 


County. 


Barony. 


Barony 

Totals. 


County 

Totals. 


Antrim . . . 








King’s . . . 


Balh'cowan 


189 














Garrycastle . . 


932 














Kilcoursey . 


834 




Kilkenny . 


Crannagh . . . 


1,689 






Clonlisk . . 


710 






Galmoy 


1,215 






Eglish .... 


1,628 






Gowran 


1,318 






Baliybritt , 


62S 






Kells .... 


1,030 










4,921 








5,252 










Clare . . . 


Moyarta . . .1 
















Ibrieken . . .} 


33,222 














Clonderlaw . . j 






Kerry . . 


Ganmaurice . . 


3,474 






Bunratly, Lower . 


5,060 






Corkaguiney . 


3,673 






Ditto, Upper . 


3,718 






Iveragh . . . 


1,353 






Burren 


5,048 








2,836 






Corcomroe . . . 


8,099 






Killorglin . . . 


1,734 






Inchiquin . 


5,935 






Magunihy . . . 


2,837 






Islands . . 


4,598 






Southern District, 


4,326 






Tulla, l/ower . . 


20,897 














Ditto, Upper , . 


16,151 






Trughanacmy . . 


2,729 










102,728 




Gienaroiigh 


1,993 
















1,17G 




Cork . . . 


Itnokilly . . 


788 










:>0,131 




Kinalea , . . 


1,901 














Barretts 


355 














Muskerrv, East 


12 














Muskerry . 


25 














DubaDow . . . 


5,401 




Liuebick . . 


Coonap'h . . . 


4,297 






Fermoy 


13,467 






Owneybeff . . , 


3,446 






Orrery and Kilmore 


22 






Kenry .... 


1,880 






Southern District, 


33 






Connello, Upper . 


7,254 






2nd division. 
















Condon and Cion- 


2,758 






Claawilliam 


3,835 






gibbon. 








Kilmallock . 


1,491 










24,762 




Limeritk County , 


1,147 














Glenquin . 


8,744 




Cavan . . . 


Clankea . 


1,844 






Pubble Brien . 


9,248 










1,344 




Shanid. . . , 


3,787 
















3,7SS 




Doneqal 


Donegal . 


160 






Coshlea 


25,861 










160 








77,044 


Dubun . . . 


Cooloek . . 


80 














Dublin .... 


50 














Nethercross . 


20 


















100 


Leitrim . 


Bossclogber . 


3,538 














Carrigallen 


1,610 




Galway . . . 


Lougbrea . . 


1,601 






Drumabaire . . 


3,523 






Ballvnahinch . 


7,237 






Mobil! .... 


1,356 






Athenry 


414 






Leitrim . . . 








Ballymoe . . . 


8,981 










10,702 




Clare .... 


1,808 














CIonmacDOon . 


848 














Dunmore . 


3,926 














Galway Town . 


2,390 














Kilconnell . 


2,233 














Longford . 


1,475 




Louth . . 


Ardee .... 


3,914 






Moyt-ullen . . . 


6,010 






Dundaik, Luwer . 


1,508 






Boss .... 


847 






Ditto. Upper . 


2,199 






Tiaquin 


5,586 






Ferrard . . . 


1,633 






Killyon 


3,774 






Louth .... 


1,566 








— 


47, 130 








9,942 








181,476 








128,740 








A. 








B. 



3 A 2 
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Enclosure C. — continued. 

Abstract Return of the Number of Men, Women, Boys, &c. — continued. 



RO.A.DS. j! ROADS. 



County. 


Batony. 


Barony 

Totals. 


County 

Totals. 


County. 


Barony. 


Barony 

Totals. 


Coiiufy 

Totals. 


Meath . 


Duleel:, Lower 


63 




Sligo . 


Carberry . . 


2,584 






Ditto, Upper 


462 






Coolavin . . 


3,968 






Kells, Lower . 


4,583 






Leyiiey. 


1,660 






Ditto, Upper . . 


1,901 






Tyrerrill . 


1,073 






Luoe .... 


1,495 










9,285 


; Mor^Hion and Up- 


540 












i per Slane. 
















Murirallion 


2,021 














Moyfeurath, Lower 


224 




Tipperart . 


ClanwilHam 


3,150 






Ditto, Upper . 


254 






Eliogarlv . 


2,240 






Navan, Lower 


1,612 






Iffa and Olfa, East . 


891 






Ditto, Tipper 


514 






Ditto, West . 


4,166 






Nobber 








Ikerrine 


1,264 






Slane, Lower . 


2,130 






Kilnamana, Lower 


4,041 






Ditto, Upper . 


231 






Ditto, Upper 


2,856 






Skreene 


217 






Middlethird 


3,583 






Fore .... 


1,210 






Ormond, Lower . 


6,027 










18,139 




Ditto, Upper . 


5,625 














Owney and Arra . 


7,294 














Slieveardagb . 


1,244 




Mato . . 


Eurrisboole . 


6,775 










42,387 




Carra .... 


5,667 














Clanmaurice . . 


1,895 














Erris .... 


436 














Gallen .... 


1,491 




Waterford , 


Coshmore and Cosh* 


1,133 






Kiloiaine . . . 


5,037 






bride. 








Murrisk . . . 


5,196 






Decies within Drum 


644 






Costello 


1,797 






Ditto without Drum 


1,104 






Tyrawley . . . 


630 






Upperthird 


742 










28,924 








3,623 


Monaghan , 


Monaghan . 


1,726 


















1,726 


Wicklow . . 


Talbotslown, Upper 


505 














Ratbdowu . 




505 


Qcebn’s . . . 


Clarmallagh . 


1,077 












Tioahinch . . 
















Upperwood . . 


400 




Westmeath 


Rathconrath . 


8,065 






Slievemarigue . 


189 






Brawney . 








Ballyadams . , 


442 






Clonlonan , . . 


1,005 










2,108 




Corkaree . 
















Delvin .... 
















Fartuliagh . 


636 




Roscouuon . 


Athlone 


5,432 














Ballintobber, North 


11,059 














Ditto, South 


4,432 






Kilkenny, West . 


1,655 






Baliymoe . 


2,383 






Moycroish . 


1,617 






Castierea . 


3,680 






Moycashell 


1,630 






Moycam . . 


972 






Moyashell and Ma- 


722 






Roscommon . . 


5,592 














Boyie .... 


104 








174 






Frenchpark . 








Ballinamadda . 


136 










34,223 








10,640 








85,120 








66,440 








C. 








D. 
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Enclosure C. — eontinued . 
DrA1K.4GE. 



District. 






County. 


lYork. 


L&boucers. ^ Artificers. 


Horses. 


Totals. 


Blackwater. 






Meath and Kildare . 


River Blacb^vater. . 


1,051 


rj 


13 


1,101 


Ardee . 






Meath and Louth 


River Dee . 


374 






374 


Fane . 






Louth 


River Fane . . 


544 




64 


608 


Clyde . . . 






Meath, Louth, Mona- 


River Clyde . . 


2,519 


20 




2,539 


Borrisokane 






ghan, and Cavan. 
Tipperary. 


601 


40 


8 


649 


Oranhill 






Galway .... 




46 


8 




54 


Torloughmore . 






Ditto 




2,204 


7 


2 


2,213 


Cappagh . 






Ditto 


River Dunery 


484 






484 


Killimer . 






Ditto 


342 




2 


344 


Ditto . 






Ditto 




361 




3 


364 


Ditto 






Ditto 




589 


6 




595 


Ditto . 






Ditto 




9 






9 


Cahore . . . 






Wexford .... 


Bog Drainage 


428 




10 


43S 


K.ilmanock. 






Ditto 


Slob Embankment . 


515 


27 


20 


562 


Burris in Ossorv 






Tipperarv and Queen’s 




531 


13 


15 


559 


Lonha 






Tipperarv .... 




573 






573 


Templemor 






Ditto 




7 SO 


13 


1 


794 


Strokestown 






Roscommon . 




976 


27 


5 


1,008 


Longford . . 






Longford .... 


Longford .... 


523 




4 


527 


Ditto 






Ditto 


Ballinalee. . . . 


140 




4 


144 


Ditto . . 






Ditto 


Ballykenny . 


672 


18 


1 


691 


Red Bog . . 






Meath. .... 


River Boyne . 


337 


6 




343 


Bovne . . 






Meath and Kildare . 


Now Hazard Weir . 


41 


6 


3 


50 


Ditto . . 






Meath and King’s 


603 


2 


2 


809 


Ballinamore and Bally- 


Cavan, Leitrim, and 




2,410 






2,410 


connel- 

Moyour . . 






Fermanagh. 

Mavo 




569 






569 


Owenabiocka . 






Ditto 




332 






332 


Old Bridge. 






Meath 


Lower Bovne Naviga- 


13 


9 


2 


24 


Shrule . . 






Mavo 


lion. 


506 


21 


.. 


527 


Dungolman 






Westmeath and Long- 




1,636 


6 


4 


1,646 


Nobber. . . 






ford. 

Meath .... 




66 




2 


68 










Total Drainage . 


21,007 


236 


165 


' 21,408 



Summary of Enclosure C. 



Total Roads . 

Drainage 
Total . . 



[A. 181,476 
)B. 128,740 
]C. 85,120 
[d. 66,440 



461,776 
. . 21,408 



488,184 



Office of PuUic Works, August 4, 1S46. 



Revised on 6th August, 1846. 
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Ekclosure D. 

At a Meeting of the Hospital Relief Committee held on the 27th July, 

The O’Gradt in the Chair, 

It had been resolved, — 

1st. That no farmer should get employment for horses while the poor who earned tlieir 
maintenance as public carmen were \inemployed. 

2nd. That the county surveyor should employ but one confidential steward, vested with power 
to direct and superintend the others, /or one mile on every line of road, and tliat the committee 
alone, or any three of them should nominate and appoint every other steward. 

3rd. That no steward should presume to disemploy either men or horses when once em- 
ployed without the sanction of the Committee, or, at least, a quorum of them. 

4th. That no person or Committee is empowered to lay out work and give emplojTnent to 
labourers from another parish in this district, without consulting and procuring the approbation 
of the Hospital Committee. 

5th- That we hereby appoint Rev. Mr. Ryan, Mr. Greaves, and Mr. James Barry to inspect 
the Works, and ascertain whose horses are employed in the parish of Knockany, and forthwith 
dismiss them if their owners be not really and truly in want, and that the Rev. Mr. Hayden 
and Rev. Mr. Hayes be appointed for the parish of Hospital, with similar powers aud privi- 
leges, and also that the said Rev. Mr. Hayes, Mr. Michael Barry, and Thomas Power, of 
Killenlaoe, he hereby invested with special authority to dismiss men and horses employed in 
the Herbertstown district, on the same principle acted on in the Knockany and Hospital 
lines. 

6th. Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing resolutions should he served on the county sur- 
veyor and bis assistant. 

A true copy, • 0’GR.4Dy, C. M. 

T. Hayden. 



Enclosure E. 



Statement of Silver supplied by the Provincial Bank of Ireland for use of the 
Commissioners of Public Works, with the Expense attendant. 



£. £. 

1. To Kilrush. — Amount of silver issued to the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works at Kilrusb, from I2th March to 
25fh July, 1846 11,360 

Of this sum there has been carried to Kilrush from other 
parts of Ireland, at an expense of 5s. lOd. per cent. . . 6,600 

Come back in the receipts of the Bank at Kilrush . . . 4,760 



11,360 Both. 



2. Silver issued at Ennis 5,530 

Of this sum there has been carried to Ennis from other places 

in Ireland, at an expense of 5s. lOd. per cent. . . . 3,600 

Come back in the receipts of the Branch at Ennis . . . 1,930 

■ 5,530 Both. 

3. To Ihinganan. — Sent from other parts of Ireland at 

5s. lOd. per cent 2,000 

4. To Mailotc, at 5s. lOd. per cent 300 



Abstract of Silver, expenses of supply paid for. 





£- 


At Kjlrush . . 


. . 6,600 


At Ennis . 


. . 3,600 


At Dungarvan 


. . 2,000 


At Mallow 


. . 300 




£ 12,500 



Cost at 5s. lOii. per cent. £36 9s. 2«f. 
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A Statement of the Measures which have been adopted for ensuring the 
Recovery of Advances from the Consolidated Fund in Ireland. 

In 1835, it having been represented that large sums had been in the course of 
several years preceding advanced from the Consolidated Fund for various services 
in Ireland, of the disposal of which no clear account could be given, Commissary- 
General Haines was deputed by the Treasury to e-xamine into the matter; and he, 
after a very laborious investigation, submitted a statement to the Treasury, from 
which it appeared that there was an excess of advances, on the several heads of 
service above the repayment, of four millions ; but that of this sum, one half, on 
the conditions of the advances, was not to be repaid. 

This account has been continued ever since, and is printed annually in the 
finance accounts. 

The state of this account on 5th January, 1846, was to be found in the finance 
accounts of last year (74 E). 

Of the sum of 2,018,916/. stated in this account to be due to the Consolidated 
Fund, a part consists of irrecoverable debts, and the remainder of balances in the 
course of repayment. 

For the purpose of ensuring the repaymient of these balances, and of the future 
advances by way of loan, with the interest accruing thereon, according to the terms 
on which the advances were made, Sir. Kennedy, soon after his appointment as 
Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland in 1837, instituted a system of account in 
his office by which the claims against the several counties, &c. of Ireland, were 
recorded in a ledger, so that the precise claim against any county, &c., for 
instalment of principal of any loan, or for interest, might at any time, be immedi- 
ately ascertained ; and this system of account was, in a short time, brought to such 
a state of efficiency, that, ever since, there has been no difficulty in ascertaining the 
precise sum to be claimed from each county at each assizes ; and, with a very few 
exceptions, these sums have been punctually presented, and all the sums presented 
punctually paid when they became due ; as will appear from the periodic^ returns 
sent by Mr. Kennedy to this office. 

The few exceptions above alluded to consist chiefly, if not entirely, of cases in 
which the boundaries of cities and boroughs have been altered by the operation of 
the Irish Corporation Act ; and in which doubts have, in consequence, arisen as to 
the liability of the districts which have been taken from, or added to, the old cities 
or boroughs. 

Tins system has worked extremely well up to the present time, so far as relates 
to advances made to counties or baronies ; the claim is made on the grand jurj', 
who must present the sum if correct ; and it is raised in the usual manner by the 
county collectors, who pay it over to the treasurers, who are obliged to remit the 
proper sums to the Paymaster of Civil Services, their accounts being under the 
strict contx’ol of the Chief Remembrancer. 

Rut the ease is different when the sums are due from small districts or indivi- 
duals, in the collection of which the services of the county officers are not available. 

As the Government have no establishment of officers who could be employed in 
making collections from individuals, except the Collectors of Excise, who have 
already duties sufficient to employ the whole of their time, it is very doubtful 
whether the payment of such debts in Ireland can be strictly enforced. 

As examples of the difficulties attending the operation, the following are instances : 

Under the Tithe Composition Acts, 4 Geo. IV., c. 99, and 2 and 3 Will. IV., 
c. 119, advances to the amount of 279,4517. were made for paying the expenses of 
the Commissioners for applotting the several parishes, which were to be repaid by 
riie parishes, of which sum 61,7247. has been repaid, and the remainder, or 
227,7267., may now be considered as irrecoverable. 

Under the Tithe Act 1 and 2 Vic., c. 109, the landlords’ arrears which were to 
be recovered in the name of Her Majesty amounted to 120,0007. ; but 45,0007. only 
were recovered, at an expense, in law costs, of upwards of 7,0007. 

These instances of the difficulty of recovering, on behalf of the Government, 
debts from individuals in Ireland, make it doubtful whether it will be possible to 
recover the rent charges upon the estates of proprietors to whom it is intended to 
make advances under the General Drainage Bill, now before Parliament, in the 
manner proposed in that Bill. 

As the Act of the 1 Vic. c. 21, which was not brought into operation until t6e 
present year, and the 1st and 2nd Acts of the present session, contained enactments 
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affecting the advances and repayments to the Consolidated Fund which varied con- 
siderahly from those inserted in former Acts, it was necessary for tlie Treasury to 
give some special instructions, for the purpose of ensuring the due accounting for, 
and the repayment of those advances. 

The first of these Acts requires that the application for advances from the 
special meetings under that Act shall be made to the Lord Lieutenant, who may 
refer the applications to the Board of Works, and transmit them, and the Reports 
of the Board of Works thereon, to the Lords of the Treasury, who may issue their 
warrants sanctioning the execution of the works, which warrants are- to specify the 
total amount of money to be expended on the work, the moiety to be repaid, the 
number and amount of the instalments by which that moiety is to be repaid, and 
the rate of interest to be charged on the portion of the moiety outstanding. 

The Treasury therefore directed that the Applications, and the Reports of the Board 
of Works, sent to this Office by the Lord Lieutenant, should be annexed to the war- 
rants, and that they should be transmitted in the first instance to the Paymaster of 
Civil Services, in whose office they should first be recorded as charges against the 
counties or baronies from which the applications had proceeded, and which had 
made themselves bythose applications liable to the repayments, by the instalments and 
with the interest specified in the warrants ; and that they should then be forwarded 
to the Commissioners of Public Works, as their authority for executing the works. 

The Treasury also directed that the moiety lent should always be issued before the 
moiety granted, in order that the applicants should be made liable for the repayment 
of the loan befbre they received any portion of the grant. If, however, the whole 
of the sum authorized for the work was not expended, the instalments specified in 
the warrants should still be claimed and repaid until a moiety of the sum actually 
expended shall be paid, when the other moiety may be carried to the account of 
grants. 

The Act of 9 Vic., cap. 2, also contains special directions as to the manner in 
which advances and repa 3 'ments are to be made. 'The sums required by the 
Extraordinary Presentment Session are to be certified to the Treasury, who are to 
fix the number and amount of the advances to be made ; and the sums so advanced 
are to be repaid by compulsory presentment, by the instalments, and with interest 
on the suras outstanding at the rate to be fixed by the Treasury. The Treasury 
have, accordingly, in their authorities to the Paymaster of Civil Services to make 
these advances, fixed all these particulars ; and the same when recorded in the 
office of the Paymaster of Civil Services form the charge against the baronies and 
counties, which the said baronies and counties become liable for, having assented 
to the same in the original ^plication. 

The principle which the Treasury had in view in all these regulations is, that 
the record of all charges against counties or other districts in Ireland is to be kept 
at the office of tlie Paymaster of Civil Services. 

In consequence of the conilicting nature of several of the enactments on these 
matters, it has been difficult to carry the principle out completely; but it is 
submitted that, in future, it should be clearly understood that the management of 
the accounts of advances and repayments should be left entirely to the Paymaster of 
Civil Services ; that all advances and all repayments should be made, in the first 
instance, to him ; and that his certificate, or an extract from his ledger, should be 
made conclusive as to the amount of a debt due to the public ; that the Board of 
Works should be relieved entirely from this part of the business ; that the accounts 
entrusted to them should be confined to the accounts of the expenditure of the 
money which may be placed in their hands ; that if this expenditure is incurred on 
behalf, and on the liability, of the Government, the account should be rendered to 
the Commissioners of Audit ; but if on behalf, and on the liability of any county, 
district, or town, the account should be rendered to any authority such county, 
district, or town, may appoint; and a certificate from such authority should 
he considered as a sufficient voucher to the Commissioners of Audit for passing the 
account. 



Treasury, August 8, 1846. 



S. M. LEAKE. 
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BOARD OP WORKS. 868 



Copt of a Register which has been kept at the Treasort of Grants and Loans authorized under the Acl 1 Viet., cap. 21. 



Date of j 




Cost of 'VToiVs j 












Dutrict. 


Recomiu ended 




Description of 
Work. 


CoDtributions. 




Minute. 




by Board of 


SaDctioned. 












Worts. 










1846 


1846 




£. t. d. 


£. 5. d. 








11 Feb. . 


17 Feb. . 


Barony of Mojarta, Clare . 1 


,550 0 0 


1,550 0 0 


Roads; levellinff 














ffTound, &c. 






18 Feb. . 


20 Feb. . 


ICobber, Meath . . . ^ 


,100 0 0 


4,100 0 0 


Roads 






28 Feb. . 


3 March 


Barony of Mojarta, Clare . 


,420 0 0 


4,420 0 0 


Roods ; levelling, 






T March 


10 March 


Barony of Lower Kells, 


520 0 0 


520 0 0 


Road s: levelling, 










Meath. 






&c. 






9 March 




Barony of Fartullagh, West- 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


Levelling . . 










meath. 












12 March 


13 March 


Barony of Ibrictanej Clare 5 


,310 0 0 


2,310 0 0 


Roads; fencing, 














leyelling, &c. 






16 March 


17 March 


Barony of Ballintobber, 


909 0 0 


909 0 0 


Roads . 










Roscommon. 












18 March 


20 March 


Barony of Ferrard, Louth . 


120 0 0 


120 0 0 


Levelling . . 






21 March 


24 March 


Barony of Cloushee, Cavan ]1,600 0 0 | 


1,600 0 0 


Roads . 










BaronyofCorkasuiny,Kerry 3,350 0 0 1 


3,350 0 0 


Roads ; fencing, &c- 






« 


» 


Barony of Clonderlaw, Clare 


2,sn 0 0 


2,311 0 0 


Roads; levelling, 










Barony of Lower Kells, 


5,100 0 0 


5,100 0 0 


Roads . . . 










Meath. 












25 March 


27 March 


Barony of Ibrickane, Clare 


.,710 0 0 


1,710 0 0 


Roads ; fencing, &c. 






26 March 


31 March 


Barony of Upper Kells, 


,900 0 0 


1,900 0 0 


Roads; levelling, 










Meath. 






&c. 










Barony of Lower TuUa, 


,930 0 0 


1,930 0 0 


Roads ; levelling, 










Clare. 






&c. 






28 March 




Barony of Maiuniky, Kerry 


2,610 0 0 


2,610 0 0 


Roads . 








Barony of Kilnemana, Tip- 


510 0 0 


510 0 0 


Roads; clearing, 










perary. 






and levelling. 






30 March 




Barony of Kilconway, 


350 0 0 


0 0 


Works on road . 








3 April 


Antrim. 

Barony of Upper Dunluce, 


1,950 0 0 


1,950 0 0 


Improving roads 








Antrim. 
















Barony of Cary, Antrim . 


5,500 0 0 


Nil. 


Roads > . 










Barony of Lower Slane, 


2,100 0 0 


100 0 0 


Levelling and road 


■ - 








hfeaih. 

Barony of Iveragh, Kerry 


2,020 0 0 


Nil. 


Roads . . . 


• • 




1 April 




Barony of Ardee, Louth . 


5,670 0 0 


2,170 0 0 


Roads and levell ing 








Barony of Bunratty, Clare . 


1,012 0 0 


1,012 0 0 


Levelling. Ac. . 






2 April 




Barony of Ballintobber, 


68S 8 0 


688 8 0 


Roads, Ac. . 








North, Roscommon. 
Barony of Lower Bunratty, 


3,029 10 0 


3,029 10 0 


Levelling, Ac. . 












Clare. 
















Barony of Castlerea, Ros- 


•2,959 10 0 


900 0 0 


Roads andlevellin: 










common. 








j 




3 April 


7 April 


Barony of Lower Dundalk, 


2,895 0 0 


1,495 0 0 


Roads ; levelling, 


1 ■ • 




Louth. 






Ac. 






• „ 


i ■’ 


Barony of Ballymoe, Galway- 


2,810 0 0 


420 0 0 
2,390 0 0 


jRoadsandestensioD 


s, . . 




4 April 


f 7 April 


Barony ofUpper TuIla,CIare' 


2,466 10 0 


310 0 0 
2,156 10 0 


Roads ; levelling, 
Ac. 








7 April 


Barony of DunkerronfSouth) 


3,500 0 0 


Nil. 


Roads . 






1 April 


11 April 


Kerry. 

Barony of Lower Navan, 


1,745 0 0 


745 0 0 


Roads; levelling, 






Meath. 






Ac. 






» 


» 


Barony of Killyan, Galway 


3,110 0 0 


50 0 0 


Roads; levelling, 






„ 


„ 


Barony of Tyagnin, Gblway 


4,905 0 0 


550 0 C 


Roads ; levelling, 






9 April 




Barony of Galway Town, 


1,700 0 0 


1,500 0 0 


Roads levelling, 








Galway. 






Ac. 






8 April 




Barony of Upper Ormond, 


2,985 0 0 


1,285 0 0 


Roads levelling, 








Tipperary. 






Ac. 






18 April 


21 April 


Barony ofKiltartan, Galway 


982 0 0 


982 0 0 


Roads levelling. 






14 April 


17 April 


Barony of Lower Slane, 


2,000 0 0 


2,000 0 0 


New road . . 






Meath. 


( (If absolutely necessary). 


New road . . 






20 April 


21 April 


Baronv of Lower Navan, 


1,000 0 0 


1,000 0 0 












Levelling, drain- 






18 April 




Barony of Lower Kilne- 


|l,247 15 0 


1,247 15 0 






21 April 


24 April 


mans, Tipperary. 

Barony of Pubblehrien, 


;i,330 14 8 


1,330 14 8 


Roads ; levelling. 






Limerick. 


1 




Ac. 
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364 BOARD OF WORKS. 



Grants and Loans authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap. 21 — continued. 



Date of 1 




Coat of Works ' 














District. 


Secommeaded 








Description 




Contributions, &c. 


Letter. 


hlisute. 




by Board of 


Sanctioned. 


















TV'orka. 


















1846 


1846 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 










21 April 


24 April 


Barony of Clanroaurice, 


3,100 


0 


0 


3,100 


0 


0 


Widening and 




Kerry. 














fencing roads. 








Barony of Lower Conneflo, 


1,600 


0 


0 


1,600 


0 


0 


Improving roads. 








Limerick. 






















22 April 




Barony of Ireragh, Kerry . 


500 


0 


0 


500 


0 


0 


New line of road 


125f. from the Marquis 
























of Lansdowne. 






Barony of I& and Offa 


1,610 


0 


0 


1,610 


0 


0 


Levelling, &c. 










(East), Tipperary. 






















„ 


„ 


Barony of Iraghticonnor, 


3,000 


0 


0 


3,000 


0 


0 


Roads and levelhng 








Kerry. 






















„ 


„ 


Barony of Skryne, Meath . 


no 




0 


170 


0 


0 


Levelling 






,, 


„ 


Baronv Kileonnell, Galway 


1,155 


0 


0 


1,155 


0 


0 


Levelling, &c 






„ 


„ 


Barony of Glenarought, 


2,280 


0 


0 


2,280 


0 


0 


New ro^ . 










Kerry. 






















„ 


„ 


Barony of Iffa and Offe 


1,210 


0 


0 


1,210 


0 


0 


Levelling, &c 








„ 


(WesO, Tipperary. 
Barony of Athlone, Boscom- 


350 


0 




350 


0 


0 


Road 










„ 


Barony of Ballybritt, King’s 


505 






505 


0 


0 


Levellbg, &c. 










County. 






















23 April 




Barony of Coolavin, Sligo . 


900 


0 




900 




0 


Roads, &c. . 






» 


Barony of Clan william, Tip- 


780 


0 


0 


780 




0 


Levelling, &c 






24 April 


28 April 


Barony of Ballincowan, 
King’s County. 

Barony of Fartullagh, West- 


595 


0 


0 


595 






Levelling 






25 April 




600 


0 




600 




0 


New road . 






5, 


„ 


Barony ofMiddlethird, Tip- 


2,710 


0 




2,710 


0 


0 


Levelling . 










perary. 






















Date of 




Cost of Works 


Number of 








District. 










Improve- 

ments. 






Contribufions, &c. 


Letter. 


hliatite. 




by Board of 
Works. 


Sanctioned 




■Jew Roads. 


1846 


1846 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 










25 April 


April 


Barony of Owney and Arra, 


.,890 


0 


0 


1,890 


0 


0 


6 




4 


Proprietors have been 




• 1 May . 


County Tipperary. 




















applied to. 


28 April 


Barony of Loughrea, Gal- 


990 


0 


0 


990 


0 


0 


6 




1 


No proprietors soecialiv 






way. 




















benefited. 




„ 


Barony of Clanwilliam, Li- 


1,474 


0 


0 


1,474 


0 


0 


5 










„ 


merick. 

Barony of Balintobber 


2,100 


0 


0 


0 


0 






3 




2,100 


29 April 




(North), Roscommon. 


















meath will contri- 
bute. 




» 


Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


200 




0 


200 


0 


0 


1 






IN 0 proprietors speciaUy 


























benefited. 


,, 




Barony of Ardee, Louth . 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 




1 








n 




Barony of Truehanaemy. 


2,500 


0 


0 


2,500 


0 


0 






3 


The Ventry Family and 






Kerry. 




















Sir A. Blennerhasset 
applied to without 




























80 April 




Barony of Upner Slane. 


160 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


4 






No proprietors speciaUy 




5 May . 


Meath. 






















1 May . 


County of City of Limerick 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 






1 


The proprietorshavere- 


























fused to contribute. 






Barony of Dunkerron 


320 




0 


320 


0 


0 






1 


The proprietors have 






(North), Kerry. 




















been applied to. 




„ 


Barony of Iraghticonnor, 


700 


0 


0 


700 


0 


0 






*1 


Ditto. 






Kerrv. 






















2 May • . 


„ 


Barony of Coshma, Limerick 


2,474 


9 




2,474 


9 


0 


7 




1 


Ditto. 


4 May . 


„ 


Barony of Corcomroe, Clare 


2,022 




0 


2,022 


0 


0 


6 




5 


Application will be made 


5 May . 


8 May . 






















to proprietors. 


Barony of Lower Ormond, 


2,685 


0 


0 


2.665 


0 


0 


17 




1 


Applications have been 






Tipperary. 




















made. 


„ 




Barony of Lane, Meath . 


1,140 


0 


0 


1,140 


0 


0 


3 




1 


Lord Damley 75/., Sir 


























M. Chapman 201. 


„ 




Barony of Upper Dundalk, 


2,260 


0 


0 


2,260 


0 


0 


5 






No proprietors specially 






Louth. 




















benefited. 



* This work is substituted for the new road betweeu Cioghdanis; Cross and Beale Strand, fiOOt., already approved, uolesa the distress should be such 
as to re^rure that both should be undertaken. 
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Grants and Loans authorized under the Act 1 Yict., cap. 21— continued. 



Dale of 1 




Cost of Motks 1 


Number of 1 








Disfriet. 










Improve- 






Letter. 


Miautc. 




by Board of 
















Works. 


1 














1846 


1846 




£ 


j. 


d. 


£. 




d. 








5 May . 


S May . 


Barony of Islands, Clare . 


299 


0 


0 


299 


0 


0 


5 




No proprietors specially 






Barony of Ballynioe, Gal- 






















» 


S56 


0 


0 


836 


0 


0 




1 


' The usual applications 


1 Mav . 


5 May . 


way. 




















Barony of Car\', Antrim . 


3,500 


0 


0 


3,500 


0 


0 




1 




6 May . 


8 May . 


Barony of Leitrim, Galway 


2,235 


0 


0 


2,235 


0 


0 


1 


3 


Applications have been 






Barony of Rathcondrath, 


















1 made. 






875 


0 


0 


875 


0 


0 


14 


1 








VV estmeath. 




















7 May . 


S May . 


Baronv of Ardee, Louth . 


4,500 


0 


0 


4,500 


0 


0 




3 




„ 


1 19 


Barony of Killvan, Galway 


350 


0 


0 


350 


0 


0 




1 


i 


,, 


i ” 


Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


320 


0 


0 


320 


0 


0 




1 






99 


Barony of Kilmallock, Li- 


270 


0 


0 


270 


0 


0 


S 




' No proprietors specially 






menck. 


















benedted. 




' „ 


Barony of Fermov, Cork . 


1,790 


0 


0 


1,790 


0 


0 


11 




Ditto. 




1 99 i 


Barony of Small', County 


4,752 


0 


0 


4,752 


0 


0 


8 


3 


Applications have been 






Limerick. 




















„ 




Barony of Upper Navan, 


650 


0 


0 


650 


0 


0 


6 




i Ditto. 


» T' 




Meath. 

Barony of Clonderlaw, Clare 


4,214 


8 


1 


4,214 


8 


1 


21 


6 


Usual applications have 
























been made. 




„ 


Barony of Clare, Galway . 


550 


0 


0 


550 


0 


0 




I 


t Ditto. 




99 


Barony of Upper Bunratty, 


2,500 


0 


0 


2,500 


0 


0 




1 


. Usual applications bare 






Clare. 


















been made, but 
hitherto without sue- 
























t cess. 


n 


99 


Barony of Lower Moyfeu- 


250 


0 


0 


230 


0 


0 


4 




No proprietors specially 


8 May . 




ragh, Mcath- 

Barony of Tyaquin, Galway 


1,123 


0 


0 


1,125 


0 


0 




3 


benedted. 


» 


„ 


Barony of Upper Ormond, 


1,050 


0 


0 


1,050 


0 


0 




5 




11 May . 


15 May . 


'I'lpperaiy. 

Baronv of Inchiquin, Clare 


2,907 


3 


5 


2,907 


3 


5 


42 


1 


; No proprietors specially 
























, benefited. 




” 


Barony of Lower Ormond, 
Tipperary. 


1,000 


0 


0 


1,000 


0 


0 




1 ! 


Necessity Ap- 

plications made to 






Barony of Ownev andArra, 


3. 820 


0 


0 


3,820 


0 


0 


1 


5 


: Mr. Walker 501. Ap- 






Tipperary. 


















plicatious made to 
others. 


» 


99 


Barony of Eliogarty, Tip- 


1,490 


0 


0 1 


1,490 


0 


0 


19 




1 No proprietors sneciallv 






perary. 1 


















benefited. 


„ 


„ 


Baronv of Lower Tulla, 


3,000 


0 


° 1 


1 3,000 


0 


0 




1 


Necessity urqent. Ap- 






Clare. 


















1 plications made to 
' proprietors. 

No proprietors specially 


12 May . 




Baronv of Garry-Castle, 


2,093 


0 


0 


2,095 


0 


0 


23 


1 






King’s County. 


















, benefited. 


„ 




Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


600 


0 


0 


600 


0 


0 




1 






„ 


Barony of Uunkelliu, Gal- 


2,215 


0 


0 


2,213 


0 


0 


7 


6 


Of a mast urgejit 7ia- 






way. 


















ture. 




„ 


Barony of Clanwilliam, 


1,981 


3 


0 


1,985 


5 


0 




1 


■■ Applications have been 






Limerick. 


















made to proprietors. 


,, 


,, 


Barony of Clanmaurice, 


1,100 


0 


0 


1,100 


0 


0 




2 


Lord Listowel will not 






Kerry. 


















contribute, as he has 
originally executed 
another work. 


14 May . 


„ 


Barony of Upper Kilnema- 


540 


0 


0 


540 


0 


0 


S 










nagn, Tipperary. 




















,, 


„ 


Barony of Kiltartan, Gal- 


219 


15 


0 


219 


15 


0 




1 


, Proprietore have been 






wav. 


















applied to. 


,, 


„ 


Barony of Upper Connello, 


1,832 


0 


0 


1,832 


0 


0 


6 


3 


Proprietors have been 






Limerick. 


















applied to : one will 
contribute. 


13 May . 




Barony of Upper Ormond, 


650 


0 


0 


650 


0 


0 


1 




Urgent necessity. 






Tipperary. 




















16 May . 


19 May . 


Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


600 


0 


0 


600 


0 


0 




1 


Applications made to 
























proprietors. 


,, 


„ 


Barony of Clarmailagh, 


1,000 


0 


0 


1,000 


0 


0 




1 


Mr. Fitzpatrick, lOOZ. 






Queen’s County. 


















” 




Barony of Corcomroe, Clare 


701 


10 


0 


701 


10 


0 


2 I 


2 


Applications will be 
made to proprietors. 


„ 


„ 


Barony of Ibricfcane, Clare 


600 


0 


0 


600 


0 


0 




1 


„ 


„ 


Barony of Kenrv, Lime- 


600 


0 


0 


600 


0 


0 




2 


Applications made to 






rick. 


















proprietors. 



3 B 2 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 

Grants and Loans authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap. ^\— -continued. 



1846 
16 May . 



1S46 
19 May . 



21 May . 
23 May . 



23 May '. 



26 May , 



Cost of Works 



RecommeDdod 
by Board of 
Works. 



Barony of Kilmaine, Mayo 1,100 0 0 

Barony of Iffa and Offa 1,61’ 

West, Tipperary. 1 

Barony of Clanwilliam, 1,190 0 0 
Limerick. 

Barony of Coiran, Sligo. | 650 0 



Barony of EgHali, King's 
County. 

Barony of Kilkenny 'West, 
Westmeath. 

Barony of Costdlo, Mayo . 

Barony of Condons and 
Clongibbou, Cork. 

Barony of Coshma, lime' 
rick. 

Barony of Corcomroe, 
Clare. 

Barony of Frenchpark, 
Roscomtnon. 



490 0 
,498 16 



Barony of Upper Tulla, 
Clare. 

Barony of Ballintobber, 
North, Roscommon. 

Barony of Carbury, Kil- 
dare. 

Barony of Trughanaemy, 
Kerry. 

Barony of Kikonnell, 'Gal- 
way. 

Barony of Clane, Kildare . 



County of City of Limerick, 
Limerick. 

Barony of Muskerry, West, 
Cork. 

Barony of Slierardagh, Tip- 
perary. 

Barony of Kiicomsey, 
King’s County. 

Barony of Longford, Galway 

Barony of Athenry, Galway 

BaroDT of Upper Slane, 
Meath. 

Barony of Duhallow, Cork 

Barony of Lower Tulla, 
Clare. 

Barony of Erris, Mayo 

Barony of Ikerrin, Tip- 
)>er«ry. 

City of Cork, Cork . . 

Barony of Burrishoole, 
Mayo. 

Barony of Ferrard, Louti . 

Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 
rick. 

Barony of Ballintobber, 
Roscommon. 



'1,200 0 0 
631 10 0 
521 4 6 
450 0 0 

500 0 0 

501 15 0 

445 0 0 

200 0 0 

2S0 0 0 

153 0 0 

1,687 0 0 

200 0 0 

[ 1,000 0 0 

SOO 0 0 
[2,600 0 0 

.500 0 0 
860 0 0 

4,500 0 0 
1,250 0 0 

1,350 0 0 

[4,678 5 0 



£. s. d. 
90 0 0 

1,100 0 0 

1,617 0 0 

1,190 0 0 

650 0 0 

604 0 0 

630 0 0 

490 0 0 
1,498 16 0 

300 0 0 

270 0 0 

2,237 3 2 



1,200 0 0 
631 10 0 
521 4 6 
450 0 0 
500 0 0 
837 15 0 

445 0 0 

200 0 0 

280 0 0 

158 0 0 

1.687 0 0 

200 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

SOO 0 0 
2,600 0 0 

500 0 0 
860 U 0 

4,500 0 0 
1,250 0 0 

1,350 0 0 

4,678 5 0 

580 0 0 



Contributions, Sk.' 



No proprietors speoialfy 
benefited. 

Applications made to 
proprietors. 

Ditto. 



No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Applications made to 
proprietors. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Ditto. 

Applications made to 
proprietors. 



i Lord Lorton will con- 
tribute 500f. towards 
such roads in Ros- 
commim and Sligo as 
will benefit his pro- 
perty. Other pro- 
prietors have been ap- 
plied to. 

Applications made topro- 
prietora. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Mr. Dobbs, 50i. 

Mr. Rae, 50f. 

Applications have been 
made. 

Misery and poverty 
exist. Sir G. Aimer, 
lOOf. 



No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Proprietors have been 
applied to. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Proprietors have been 
applied to. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Proprietors hare been 
applied to. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Application made to 
proprietors. 

Ditto. 
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CostofWorks j Number of 





Mioute. 












munts. 


— 


1 


, Letter. 




bj Board of 
Works. 


Sauctioned. 






1846 


1S46 




£. 




d. 






d. 








25 May . 


2S Mav . 


Barony of Decies-within- 


[,700 






1,700 






1 










Drum, Waterford. 




















Barony ofClonlonan, West- 


610 


0 


0 


610 


0 




10 










meath. 


















26 May . 


„ 


Barony of Clanmorris, 


2,576 


0 


0 


2,576 


0 


0 






1 






Mavo. 


















8 May . 


„ 


Barony of Clare, Galway . 


2,435 




0 


2,435 




0 








12 May . 


Barony of Dunmore, Gal- 


5,150 


0 


0» 


2,150 


0 


0 


3 




6 


23 May . 


26 May . 


Barony of Inchiquin, Clare 








5 


0 








cor- 






Barony of Upper Kilnema- 








15 


0 


OJ 




27 May . 


29 May . 


nagh, Tipperary. 

Barony of Lower Tulla, 


900 




0 


900 


0 


0 








Clare. 

Barony of Movcashel, West- 


810 


0 


0 


810 


0 


0 


19 






,, 


„ 






meath. 






















Baronv of Clanwilliam, 


530 


0 


0 


















Tipperary. 

Barony of Duhallow, Cork 


1,080 


0 


0 


I,0S0 


0 


0 












Baronv of Unoer Bunrattv. 


2,625 


0 


0 


2,625 
















Clare. 


















23 May . 




Barony of Decies-without- 


7S0 


0 


0 


780 


0 


0 










Drum, Waterford. 
Barony of Tinnahinch, 


450 


0 


0 


450 


0 












„ 




Queen’s County. 

Barony of Kerry, Limerick 


900 


0 


0 


900 


0 


0 






2 


29 May . 


2 June . 


Barony of Rathcondrath, 


2S0 


0 


0 


280 






3 








Westmeath. 

Baronv of Bovie, Roscom- 


1,267 


14 


0 


1,267 


14 


0 




1 


„ 








mon. 
























Barony of Morgallion, 


125 


0 


0 


125 


0 


0 












Meath. 

Baronv of Upperthird, Wa- 


310 


0 


0 


310 




0 


3 










terford. 

Barony of Gallen, ilavo . 


SOO 


0 


0 


SOO 


0 


0 


1 






30 May . 




Baronv of Coshma, Lime- 


240 


0 


0 


240 












„ 


rick. 

Barony of Louth, Louth . 


1,220 


0 


0 


1,200 


0 


0 


8 






» 






Barony of Ballintobber, 


49S 


0 


0 


498 


0 














ivorth, Koscommon. 
























Barony ofMiddlethird,Tip- 


500 


0 




500 


0 


0 


1 










Barony of Coshmore and 


700 


0 


0 


700 


0 


0 


2 










Gosnbride, VVatertord. 
























Barony of Small County, 


150 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


1 






” 




Limerick. 

Barony of Ross, (Salway , 


300 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 






1 






Barony of Moycara, Ros- 


1,011 


0 


0 


1,011 


0 


0 


6 




1 






common. 




















„ 


„ 


Barony of Murrisk, Mayo 


2,100 


0 


0 


2,100 


0 


0 


1 




3 


1 June . 


,, 


Barony of Roscommon, 


1,525 


0 




1,525 


0 




5 




2 






Roscommon. 






















» 


Barony of Loughrea, Gal- 


550 


0 


0 


550 


0 


0 






1 




„ 


Barony of Carrigallen, 


1,300 


0 




1,300 


0 


0 






2 






Leitrim. 





















* If tbe Loid-Lieutenant should cuotider it absolutely nccessaiy. 



Lord Stuart de Decies 
aud Sir W. Bacon, 
each 502. (usual ap- 
plicaticiiis made to 
other proprietors). 

Usual applications hare 
been made. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



No proprietors spec'ally 
benefited. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

One proprietor, 2402. 

Applications made to 
proprietors. 

Great distress. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Applications have been 
made to proprietors. 

No proprietors spedally 
benefited. 

Applications made. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

Ditto. 



No proprietors speciullv 
benefited. 

Applications made. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. 

No proprietors specially 
benefited. Applica- 
tions made. 

No proprietors sjiecially 
benefited. 

Board of Works recom- 
mended that on ac- 
count of the wealth of 
proprietors, a mode- 
rate amount only of 
employment should 
be distributed over the 
surface of the baronv, 
which would be suffi- 
cient 

Applications made. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Applications made to 
proprietors for one- 
tuurth of the expense. 

Applications made. 
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Sate of 1 




1 Cast of Works 


1 Number of 




Letter. ' 




District. 


Becomnien(ied 


1 






Improve- 




Contributions, &c. 


.ftliDute. 




by Board of 
Works. 


1 Sanctioned. 


New Hoads. 


1846 


1S46 




£. 


s. d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 








1 June . 


2 June . 


Barottv ofllojgoish, West- 


510 


0 0 


510 


0 


0 


11 


1 


No proprietors speciallv 






meatb. 
















benefited. 


„ 


„ 


Barony of llobill, Leitrim 
City of Kilkenny, Kilkenny 


875 


0 0 


875 


0 


0 


3 


3 


Applications made. 




,, 


500 


0 0 


500 


0 


0 


1 




No proprietors snec.islly 






















benefited. 


3 June . 


5 June . 


Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


332 


0 0 


332 


0 


0 




1 


Distress great. 






Baronv of East Muskerry, 


790 


0 0 


790 


0 


0 




2 


Ditto. 






Cork. 


















„ 


„ 


Countv of Toto of Galway 


620 


0 0 


620 


0 


0 




3 


Applications made. 


„ 


„ 


Baronv of Leitrim, Lei- 


1,600 


0 0 


1,600 


0 


0 




1 






trim. 

Baronv of Gowraa, Kil- 


350 


0 0 


350 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Applications made. 






kenny. 

Baronv of Clonlisk, King’s 


220 


0 0 


220 


0 


0 ^ 


6 






5 June . 




County. 

Barony of Bantry, Cork . 


300 


0 0 


300 


0 


0 


1 






9 June . 


Barony of Cronevbes.Lime- 


|2,739 19 0 


2,739 19 


0 




1 




„ 


,, 


rick. 

Barony of Burrin, Clare . 


1 

1,255 


10 0 


1,255 


10 


0 


1! 


4 


No proprietors specially 






















benefited. 




„ 


1 Baronv of Siieveardagh, 


150 


0 0 


130 


0 


0 












} 'lipperary. 

1 Baronv of Lune, Meath . 


310 


0 0 


310 


0 


0 


4 










Baronv of Cullenasb, 


1,300 


0 0 1 


1,300 


0 


0 




2 


Applications made. 






I Queen’s Countv. 


















„ 


' Baronv of Coonauh, Lime- • 


3,927 1 9 4 


3,927 19 


4 


8 










rick. 1 

Baronv of Barrymore, Cork 


2,920 


0 0 


2,920 


0 


0 


9 








» 


Barony of Kiltartan, Gal- 


1,650 


0 0 


1,650 


0 


0 




5 


Applications made. 


„ 


„ 


Baronv of Clonmacnoon, 


1,760 


0 0 


1,760 


0 




2 




Ditto. 


,, 


„ 


Galway. 

Barony of Castleraghan, 


500 


0 0 


500 


0 


0 


1 


i 




„ 




Cavan. 

Barony of Moyashel and 


455 


0 0 


455 


0 


0 


8 










Magheradernow, West- 
meath. 






















Barony of Ballyadams, 


740 


0 0 


740 


0 










6 June 




Queen’s County. 

Barony of Idrone, West, 


1,370 


0 0 


1,370 


0 


0 




2 








Carlow. 
















28 May 
Bo{^ of 


29 May 
' Works. 


Barony of Tyaquin, Galway 


950 


0 0 


950 


0 


0 




I 


Lord Fitzgerald 190Z. 


10 June 


12 June 


Barony of Kells, Kilkenny 


800 


0 0 


800 


0 










>> 


o 


Barony of Galmoy, Kilkenny 


350 


0 0 


350 


0 


0 


2 






>> 


9 9 


Barony of East Carbeirv' ■ 


2,500 


0 0 


2,500 


0 


0 




o 


Applications made. 






(West Division), Cork. 




(Conditionaliv.) 












19 


: Barony of Kinnatalloon, 


180 


0 0 


180 






4 










1 Cork. 


















,, 


,, 


j Barony ofMajuniky, Kerry 


1,520 


0 0 


1,520 


0 


0 








, , 


, , 


; County of Town of Galway 


700 


0 0 


700 


0 




2 






9) 


99 


Barony of Ballymoc, B4js- 


1,487 


7 0 


1,487 


7 


0 


12 










common. 


















9, 


9, 


Barony of Slievemaisrv, 


2,800 


0 0 


2,800 


0 


0 












1 Queen’s. 




CConditionailv.) 
















' Barony of Perrard, Louth 


650 


0 0 1 


650 


0 


0 


2 




No proprietor specially 




,, 


Baronv of Ballynahinch, 


3,150 


0 0 I 


5,150 


0 




1 




benefited. 






Galwav. 




(Condi ti 












,, 


,, 


Baronv of Lou ghrea, (Jalway 


480 


0 0 I 


480 


0 


0 




1 




,, 


99 


Barony of Fore, Meath . 


815 


0 0 j 


i 813 






1 13 




,, 


,, 


Barony of Eilconway, An- 


2,300 


0 0 1 


' 2,300 


0 


0 










trim. 




(ConditionaUv.) 












12 June 


,, 


Baronv of Lower Ormond, 


250 


0 0 1 


250 








1 








Tipperary. 


















Barony ot Athlone, Roscom- 


3,450 


0 0 


3,450 


0 


0 


23 




Applications made. 






Barony of Moycallen, Gal- 


3,455 


0 0 


3,455 


0 


0 




5 








Baronv of lUthvillv, Carlow 


650 


0 0 


650 


0 






i 






” 1 


Barony of Idrone, East, Car- 
low. 


|1,400 


0 0 


1,400 


0 


0 




2 


Applications made. 
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1846 
12 June 



1846 
16 June 



15 June 

16 June 



16 June 
19 June 



20 June • 23 June 



Barony of St. Mullins, 
Lower Carlow. 

Barony of Islands, Clare 
Barony of Upper Tulla, 
Clare. 

Ditto 

Barony of Ballyuahinch. 
Galway. 

Barony of _ Kilnemanagh 
Lower, Tipperary. 
Barony of Clonlonan, West- 
meath. 

Barony of Clonkee, Cayan 
Barony of Borrin, Clare . 

Barony of Coolavin, Sligo . 



Barony of Leynev, Sligo . 
Barony of Kiltartan, Galwa 
Barony of Coslilea, Limeric 
Barony of Orrery and Kil- 
more, Cork. 

Barony of Bear, Cork . . 

Barony of Elnaleii, Cork . 
Barony of Lower Tulla, Clar 
Barony ofUpper Tulla. Clar 
Barony of Ibrickane, Clare 
Barony of Islands, Clare . 
Barony of Forth, Carlow . 
Barony of Castlerea, Ros- 
common. 

Barony of Erris, 'Mayo . 
Barony of Moycallen, Gal- 
way. 

Barony of Clarmallagh, 
Queen’s. 

Barony of Upper Ormond, 
Tipperary. 

Barony of Geashill, King’s 
Barony of Burrishoole, ilay< 
Baronv of Upper Tulla, 
Clare. 

Barony of Corkaguinv, Keny 
Barony of Barretts, Cork . 
Barony of Upper Connello, 
Limerick. 

Barony of Rathdown, Wick- 
low. 

Barony of Courcy^s, Cork . 
Barony of Upper Duleek, 
Meath. 

Barony of Clondons and 
Clong;ibboD, Cork. 

Barony of Dromahaire, Lei- 
trim. 

Barony of Middlethird, Wa- 
terford. 

Barony of Twirrill, Sligo . 
Barony of Upper Talbots- 
town, Wicklow. 

Barony of Ballintobber, 
South, Roscoromou. 
Barony of Galmoy, Kilkenny 
Barony of Tubblcbrien, 
Limerick. 



j Cost of Works. 


1 Number of 




Becommended 
by Board of 
Work*. 


Sauctioned. 


Improve- 


New RoB( 


I Coutributions, &e. 


£. 


J. d 


£. 


s. 


d. 








200 


0 0 


200 


0 


0 




1 


Applications made. 


402 


0 0 


402 


0 


0 


10 






1,400 


0 0 


1,400 


0 


0 




1 


Applications made. 


1,200 

1,020 


0 0 
0 0 


1,200 

1,020 


0 

0 


0 

0 




1 

1 


Applications made. 


400 


0 0 


400 


0 


0 


1 






250 


0 0 


230 


0 


0 


2 






900 


0 0 


900 


0 


0 






i 


2,214 


5 6 


2,214 


5 


6 


8 


12 


1 No proprietor specially 


97S 


IS 6 


978 


IS 


6 




3 


1 Lord Lorton 20f. .4p- 


y 343 


0 0 


343 


0 


0 






• plications made. 


y 600 


0 0 


600 


0 


0 






! • • . 


1,047 
V 300 


0 0 
0 0 


1,047 

300 


0 

0 


0 

0 


5 




1 Applications made» 


:1,120 


12 0 


1,120 


12 


0 


3 






976 


0 0 


976 


0 


0 


3 


2 




3,000 


0 0 


3,000 


0 








j 


630 
e 560 


0 0 
0 0 


630 

560 


0 

0 


0 

0 


i 


3 


Applications made.. 


e! 800 


0 0 


800 


0 


0 


2 






250 


0 0 


250 


0 


0 








349 


0 0 


349 


0 


0 


3 






600 


0 0 


600 




0 


1 






1,727 


15 0 


1,727 


15 


0 


10 


2 


Applications made. 


1,000 


0 0 


1,000 


0 


0 








2,000 


0 0 


2,000 


0 


0 




I 




150 


0 0 


150 




0 


1 






200 


0 0 


200 




0 


1 






215 


0 0 


215 




0 


6 






650 


0 0 


650 


0 


0 


4 






1,250 


0 0 


1,250 


0 


0 


1 






460 


0 0 


460 


0 


0 




1 




70 


0 0 


70 


0 


0 


1 




950 


0 0 


950 


0 


0 




1 




300 


0 0 


300 


0 


0 


1 






20 


0 0 


20 


0 


0 








290 


0 0 


290 


0 


0 


6 






350 


0 0 


350 


0 


0 


1 






2,550 


0 0 


2,530 


0 


0 


2 


2 


Applications made. 


130 


0 0 


130 


0 


0. 




1 




943 


0 0 


945 


0 


0 


5 


2 


Applications made. 






383 10 


8 


5 




2,025 


0 0 


2,025 


0 


0 


5 


5 


Applications made. 


300 


0 0 


300 


0 


0 




1 


Applications made. 




8 0 


846 


8 


0 




2 


250 


0 0 


250 


0 


0 




1 




660 


0 0 


660 


0 


0 


4 






380 


0 0 


380 


0 


0 


3 







Barony of Lower Philips- 
I town. King’s. 

• For which 1,2001. had already been giantsd. 
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Dale of 1 


1 


Cost of tVorks. [ 


Number of | 








District. 


Recoicisendeil 








Contributions, &c. 








by Board of 


Sanctioned. 




^ew Roads 










Works. 








1846 


1S46 




£. d. 


£. a. d. 








20 June . 


23 June . 


Baronv ofMoyfenrath, Meath 


220 0 0 


220 0 0 


3 








, , 


Baronv of Kilmaine, Mavo 


870 0 0 










, , 


, , 


Barony of Rossclugher, Lei- 


1,400 0 0 


1,400 0 0 


1 


2 


Applications made. 






trim. 

Baronv of Caiherrv, Sligo. 


1,090 0 0 


1,090 0 0 


3 


1 


Applications made. 




, , 


Baronv of Fermov, Cork . 


500 0 0 


500 0 0 


1 






,, 


Barony of Islands, Clare . 


404 0 0 


404 0 0 


1 






, , 


, , 


Barony of Upper Connello, 


,263 0 0 


1,263 0 0 


5 


2 








Limerick. 

Baronv of Small County, 


185 3 6 


185 3 6 


1 










Limerick. 












23 June 


26 June 


Baronv of Ross, Galway. 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 




1 




, , 


, , 


Barony ofBallvbov, King’s 


590 0 0 


590 0 0 


8 






, , 


, , 


Barony of Coshlea, Limerick 


112 15 0 


112 15 0 




1 






, , 


Barony of iiohitl, Leitrim 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 




1 




,, 


, , 


Barony of Coolavin, Sligo 


680 0 0 


680 0 0 


6 






, , 


,, 


Baronv of Fartullagh, West- 


1,075 0 0 


1,075 0 0 


1 


1 








meath. ‘ 












24 June 


,, 


Barony 'of Crannagh, Kil- 


420 0 0 


420 0 0 


6 










kenny. 












25 June 


,, 


Barony of Costello, Mayo 


950 0 0 


950 0 0 


1 


1 


Applications made. 


, , 


, > 


Barony of Small County, 


852 0 0 


852 0 0 


1 








Limerick. 

Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 


873 0 0 


873 0 0 




1 








rick. 

Barony of Ibrickane, Clare 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 




1 




,, 




Barony of Islands, Clare . 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


1 






,, 


, , 


Barony of Twirrill, Sligo . 


1,130 0 0 


1,150 0 0 


1 


3 


Applications made. 


27 June 


, , 


Baronv of Ballybrit. King’s 


120 0 0 


120 0 0 




1 


30 June 


Baronv of Otvney and Arra, 


1,140 0 0 


1,140 0 0 


11 










Tipperary. 

Barony of Upper Ormond, 


225 0 0 


225 0 0 




1 








Tipperary. 

Barony of Upper Woods, 


260 0 0 


260 0 0 


3 










Queen’s. 

Barony of Tyrawley, Mayo 


360 0 0 


360 0 0 


1 


2 




, , 


, , 


Barony of Carra, Mavo . , 


1,300 0 0 


1,300 0 0 


3 






, , 


, , 


Barony of North Liberty, 


250 0 0 


250 0 0 


1 










Limerick. 

Barony of Upper TuUa, 


50 0 0 


50 0 0 


1 






„ 




Clare. 

Baronv of Kilnamanagh, 


152 9 0 


152 9 0 


1 








„ 


■ Lower, Tipperary. 
Barony of Garrycastle, 


350 0 0 


350 0 0 




1 




29 June 




King’s. 

Barony of Burrea, Clare , 


50 0 0 


50 0 0 




2 




30 June 


3 July 


Barony of Galway Town, 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 












Galway. 

Barony of Decies-without- 
Drum, Waterford. 


3,250 0 0 


3,250 0 0 


1 


6 


Applications made. 


,, 


,, 


Barony ot Kilnamanagh, 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


2 










Lower, Tipperary. 
Barony of Clanwilliam, Tip- 


80 0 0 


SO 0 0 


1 










perary. 












»» 




Barony of Tinnahinch, 
Queen’s. 

Baronv of Kilmallock, Li- 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 






,, 


40 0 0 


40 0 0 












merick. 

Barony of South Naas, Kil- 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 












dare. 












1 July 


3 July 


Baronv of Fermoy, Cork . 


1,862 0 0 


1,862 0 0 


9 






, , 


> 


Barony of Corkagumy, 


175 0 0 


175 0 0 




1 








Kerrv. 










2 July 




Barony of Duhallow, Cork 


1,284 0 0 


1,284 0 0 








, 


Baronv of Condons and 


1,472 0 0 


1,472 0 0 












CltiDgibbon, Cork. 










, , 


, 


Baronv of Corcomroe, Clare 


2,811 0 0 


2,811 0 0 










, 


Barony of Barrymore, Cork 


320 0 0 


320 0 0 








» > 


. 


Barony of Kiltartan, Gal- 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 








Barony of Carra, Mavo . . 


2,600 0 0 


2,600 0 0 








* * 




Barony of Gallen, Mayo . 


1,700 0 0 


1,700 0 0 


i 
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Granfs and Loaus authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap. 2\-- continued. 



Date of j 






Cost of Works. 1 


Number of 




Letter. 


Minute. 


District. 


Recommended 
by Board of 
Works. 


Sanctioned. j 


'ZX j’'-™®"* 


Contribuli<<li3. 


iS4tf 


1846 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. J. d. \ 








•J Juiy 


3 July 


Baronv of Bantrv, "Wesford 


50 


0 


0 


50 0 0 


1 


1 




» 


- 


Barony of Boyle, Roscoui- 


200 


0 


0 


200 0 0 ; 


1 


1 1 




3 July 


7 July 


Barony of Iffa and Offa, 
West, Tipperary’ 


1,750 


0 


0 


1,750 0 0 


14 


1 : 

1 


Applicatiiins made. 


4 Jiiiv 


” 


Barony of Kilnamanagh, 
Upper, Tipperary. 


,116 


0 


0 


1,116 0 0 


13 


■■ 1 




,, 


Barony of Clonderlaw, Clare 


.,2S5 


0 


0 


1,235 0 0 


7 






6 July 


” 


Barony of Clanwilllnnij Li- 
merick. 


1,119 


0 


0 


1,119 0 0 , 


6 






7 Julv 


10 July 


Barony of Fermov, Cork . 


590 


0 


0 


590 0 0 


3 










Barony of Glenquin, Lime- 
rick". 


2,980 


0 


0 


2,930 0 0 




7 




” 




Barony of Small County, 
Limerick. 


2,122 


0 


0 


2,122 0 0 


7 


1 








Barony of Lower Duleek, 
Meath. 


250 


0 


0 


250 0 0 


5 


.. 








Barony of Boyle, Roscom- 
mon. 


701 


10 


0 


701 10 0 






Applications made. 


=’ 




Barony of Clanmacnoon, 
Galway. 


40 




0 


40 0 0 


1 










Barony of Carrigalleu, Lei- 
trim. 


1,200 


0 


0 


1,200 0 0 




1 


Applications made. 






Barony of West Carbery, 
E. I)., Cork. 


446 


0 


0 


446 0 0 








" 




Barony of Monaghan, Mo- 
naghan. 


570 


0 


0 


570 0 0 


2 


1 




” 




Barony of Moygoish, West- 
meath. 


100 


0 


0 


100 0 0 


1 










Barony of Roscommon, 
Roscommon. 


260 


0 


0 


260 0 0 


3 










Barony of Upper Tulla, 
Clare. 


1,206 


0 


0 


1,206 0 0 


3 








„ 


Barony of Inchiquin, Clare 


133 


0 


0 


133 0 0 


1 






S July 




Barony of Upperthird, Wa- 
terford. 


1,000 


0 


0 


1,000 0 0 




1 








Baronv of Ferrard, Louth . 


600 


0 


0 


600 0 0 




1 




7 July 




Barony of Duuinore, Gal- 
way. 


2,501 


0 


0 


2,501 0 0 
(Conditionally.) 




2 








County of Town of Galway 


1,350 




0 


1 ,350 0 0 
(Conditionally.) 




2 


. . . 


9 Juiy 




Barony of Castlerea, Ros- 
common. 


1,118 


0 


0 


1,118 0 0 




1 


Sir A. Crichti-n, 30/. 
Mr. G.W'ills, 50/. 


’■ 


” 


Barony of Kilconway, An- 
trim. 


1,000 


0 


0 


1,000 0 0 




1 


. . . 






Barony ofTiverriil, Sligo . 


100 


0 


0 


lOO 0 0 


1 






» 


” 


Barony of Kilmallock, Li- 
merick. 


150 


0 


0 


150 0 0 


2 




■ • ■ 




” 


Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 
rick. 


1,000 


0 


0 


1,000 0 0 




1 




„ 


„ 


Barony of Cullenagh, Queen's 


500 


0 


0 


500 0 0 




1 




„ 


>9 


Barony ot Barrymore, Cork 


1,186 


0 


0 


1,186 0 0 


1 


2 






„ 


Baronv of Fermov, Cork . 


1,200 


0 


0 


1,200 0 0 




1 






” 


Barony of East Carberry, 
W. D., Cork. 


600 


0 


0 


600 0 0 




1 






,, 


Barony of Ibrickane, Clare 


50 


0 


0 


50 0 0 


1 










Barony of Buuratty, Upper, 
Clare. 


120 


0 


0 


120 0 0 


2 






” 


14 July 


Barony of Decies-without 
Drum, Waterford. 


600 


0 


0 


600 0 0 




1 




» 


- 


Barony of Coshma, Lime- 
rick. 


80 


0 


0 


80 0 0 


1 










Barony of Kilnamanagh, 
Lower, Tipperary. 


294 


0 


0 


294 0 0 




1 




” 


” 


Barony of Roscommon, 
Roscommon. 


750 


0 


0 


750 0 ® 


3 










Barony of Corkaguiny, 
Kerry. 


250 


0 


0 


250 0 0 




1 




10 July 


„ 


Barony of Moyarta, Clare . 


|2,961 


0 


0 


2,961 0 0 


14 


8 




„ 


Barony of Carra, Mayo . . 


200 


0 


0 


200 a 0 


1 






9 July 




Barony of Iveragh, Kerry . 


880 


0 


0 


880 0 0 


■ '* 


3 


' 'sc 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 



Grants and Loans authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap, 21 — continued. 



Date of 




Cost, of Works 


Number of 




Letter. 


Minute. 


District. 


Recommen(]ed 
by Board of 
Works. 


Sanctioned. 


Improve- 


Roads. 


Contributions. 


1846 


1846 




£. s. d. 


£. 5. d. 








11 July 


14 July . 


Barony of Roscommem, 
Roscommon. 


630 0 0 


630 0 0 




1 


— Mahon, 200f. 






Barony of Lower Talbols- 
town, Wicklow. 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 


4 






- 




Barony of Upper Slane, 
Meath. 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


1 








” 


Barony of TjTawley, Mayo 


2.500 0 0 


2,500 0 0 
(Conditionally.) 




1 




„ 




Baronv of Kina’ea, Cork . 


50 0 0 


50 0 0 


1 






» 




Buiony of W. Muskerry, 
Cork. 


1,050 0 0 


1,050 0 0 




1 


Sir G. Colthurst, 300/. 


10 July . 




Barony of Burrishoole, 
Mnvo. 


810 0 0 


810 0 0 


8 






” 




B.arouy of Idrone, West, 
Carlow. 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 




1 








Barony of Kiltartan, Gal- 
wav. 


700 0 0 


700 0 0 




1 


Proprietors, 707. 


9 July . 




Barony of Trughanaemy, 
Kerry. 


1,300 0 0 


1,300 0 0 
(Conditionally.) 




1 




10 July . 




Barony of Gowran, Kil- 
kenny. 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 




1 




13 July . 


! ” 


Barony of Lower Navan, 
lUeath. 


50 0 0 


50 0 0 


1 






• „ 


„ 


Baronv of Levnev, Sligo . 


250 0 0 


250 0 0 


1 










Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 
rick. 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


1 


I 








Barony of Coshma, Lime- 
rick." 


330 0 0 


330 0 0 


3 






** 


„ 


Barony of Boyle, Roscom- 
mon. 


220 0 0 


220 0 0 


1 


1 








Barony of Fermov, Cork . 


370 0 0 


370 0 0 


2 






14iuly . 


17 July . 


Barony of W. Carbery, 
E. D., Cork. 


666 0 0 


666 0 0 




1 




13 July . 


” 


Barony of Boyle, Roscom- 
mon. 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 




1 




„ 




Barony of Ross, Galway . 


800 0 0 


800 0 0 




1 




15 July . 




Barony of Gowran, Kil- 
kenny. 


800 0 0 


800 0 0 




1 






Barony of Coonagh, Lime- 
ricti 


847 10 0 


347 10 0 


1 






„ 




Barony of Kinalea, Cork . 


490 0 0 












» 


Barony of Bunratty (Upper) 
Clare. 


910 0 0 


910 0 0 


7 






„ 




Barony of Arklow, Wicklow 


287 1 0 


287 1 0 


1 






” 




Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 
rick. 


147 0 0 


147 0 0 


2 










Barony of Carrigalleu, Lei- 
trim. 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 




1 




» 




Baronv of Ballyhritt, 
King’s. 


150 0 0 


130 0 0 


1 






” 




Barony of Athenry, Galway 
Barony of Clanmacnoon, 
Galwav. 


200 0 0 
100 0 0 


200 0 0 
100 0 0 


1 


1 


Applications made. 


16 July . 




Barony of Ballintobber, 
North, Roscommon. 


650 0 0 


650 0 0 




1 








Barony of Upper Slane, 
Meath. 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


1 






” 




Barony of Kenry, Lime- 
rick. 


520 0 0 


520 0 0 




2 






: 


Barony of Dunkellin, Gal- 
way. 

Barony of Condons and 
Clongibhon, Cork. 


525 0 0 
700 0 0 


525 0 0 
700 0 0 


3 


1 






,, 


Barony of Fermov, Cork . 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 








15 July . 




Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 
rick. 


620 10 0 


620 10 0 


6 


1 




16 July . 




Barony of Upper Kells, 
Meath. 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 


1 


1 




17 July . 


21 July . 


Barony of Ardee, Louth . 
Barony of Upper Talbots- 
town, Wicklow. 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 








18 July , 




247 0 0 


247 0 0 


2 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 



Grants and Loans authorized under the Act I Yict., cap. 21 continued. 



Dat 


e of 




Cost or Works 


Numlier of 






Letter. 


Misute. 


District. 


Recommended 
bv Boanl of 


Saoctioned. 




Improve- 


Netr Roads. 


Cunirlbutions, i:c. 








Vt orks. 
















17 July . 






£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 




d. 










21 July . 


Baronv ofGlenahiae.Water- 


271 


0 


0 


271 


0 


0 


1 












ford. 






















18 July . 


„ 


Barony of Decies-within- 


■■ 67 


10 


0 


67 


10 




1 












Drum. 
























Barony of Middlethird,Tip- 


100 


0 


0 


100 




0 


1 












Barony of Boyle, Roscom- 


254 


0 


0 


254 


0 


0 




1 










Barony of Costello, Jlavo 


500 


0 


0 


500 


0 


0 










„ 


„ 


Barony of Corkasuinv, 


39 


0 


0 


39 


0 


0 














Kern’. 








(Additional.) 










„ 


„ 


Barony of Burrishoole, 


400 


0 


0 


400 




0 














Mayo. 

Barony of Clantnorris, Mavo 


1,0S0 


0 


0 


1,080 


0 


0 


4 








j. 


„ 


Baronv of Duhallow. Cork 


•300 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 










„ 




Barony of Bunrattr, Upper, 


400 


0 


0 


400 


0 


0 




:: 






„ 




Clare. 

Barony of Inchiquin, Clare 


246 


9 


4 


246 


9 


4 


6 












Barony of Lower Tulla, 
Clare. 

Barony of Tvaquin, Gal- 


444 


0 


0 


444 


0 


0 


1 


1 






20 July . 


24 July . 


way. 

Barony of Islands, Clare . 


3, ‘>82 


0 


0 


3,282 


0 


0 


27 








„ 




Barony of Middlethird, 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 










„ 


Waterford. 

Barony of Carherry, Sligo 


1,347 


0 


0 


1,347 


0 


0 


8 








„ 




Barony of Leynev, Sligo . 


85 


0 


0 


S3 


0 


0 










„ 




Baronv of Bovle, Roscom- 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


1 












mun. 






















„ 




Baronv of Tvrawlev, Mavo 


1,647 


0 


0 


1,647 


0 


0 


6 








„ 


„ 


Barony ot Erris. Mavo 


210 


0 


0 


210 


0 


0 


1 








„ 


j, 


Baronv of Burrishoole, 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 














Mavo. 






















21 July . 


» 


Barony of Fennov, Cork . 


300 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 


1 








„ 


5 , 


Barony of Roscommon, 


1,133 


0 


0 


1,133 


0 


0 


4 












Roscommon. 

Baronv of Lower Talbots- 


30 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


1 












town, Wicklow. 

Baronv of Ibrickane. Clare 


540 


0 


0 


540 


0 


0 


o 








„ 




Barony of Murrish, SIrtvo . 


300 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 










„ 


„ 


Baronv of Kilniaine, Mavo 


500 


0 


0 


500 


0 


0 










14 Julv . 


17 July . 


Baronv of Clanmaurice. 


1,000 


0 


0 


l.OOO 


0 


0 










25 July . 




Kerry. 






(Cynditionallv.) 










28 July . 


Baronv of Upper Tulla, 


2.50 


0 


0 


250 




0 












Clare. 






















„ 


„ 


Barony of Galmoy, Kil- 


150 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


1 












kenny. 






















„ 


„ 


Barony of Clonderlaw, 


95S 




0 


958 




0 






■ ■ 








Clare. 

Baronv of Upper Tulla, 


105 


0 


0 


105 


0 


0 














Clare. 

Barony of Condons and 


396 


0 


0 


396 


0 


0 














Clonijibbon, Cork. 
Baronv of Glanarougbt, 


1,200 


0 


0 


1,200 


0 


0 




3 










Kerry. 






















Barony of Coonagh, Lime- 


80 




0 


80 


0 


0 


1 












rick. 
























„ 


Barony of Coshlea, Lime- 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 














rick. 


























Ditto 


170 


0 


0 


170 


0 


0 


1 












Baronv of Coonagh, Lime- 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


1 












rick. 






















n 




Barony of Gallen, Mavo . 


2,150 


0 


0 


2,150 


0 


0 


4 


3 






„ 




Barony of Roscommon, 


850 


0 


0 


850 


0 


0 


3 












Roscommon. 






















t, 




Barony of Lower Ormond, 


120 


0 


0 


120 


0 


0 




1 








,, 


Tipperaty- 

Baiony of Slievardagh, Tip- 


450 


0 


0 


450 


0 


0 


2 








July 27 . 




perary. 

Barony of Bunrattv, Lower, 


283 


0 


0 


283 




0 


5 












Clare. 























3D 
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BOARD OF WORKS. 

Grants aud Loans authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap. 21 — mithiued. 



D.-.U. 


of 




Cost of Works 


Numlier of | 




Le!!i.-r. ; 


Minute. 


District. 


Recommended 
bv Board of 
■ Works. 


Sanctioned. 


Improve- 


few Roads. 


Contributions, &c. 








£ s. d. 


£ r. d. 








July 2" . 


July 23 . 


BarouyofDrumaliaire, Lei- 
trim. 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 


8 


1 








Barony of Carra. Mavo 


1,400 0 0 


1,400 0 0 


1 










200 0 0 


200 0 0 






July 23 . 


July 24 . 


Barony of BalHutobber, 
North, Roscommon. 


130 0 0 


130 0 0 




1 


Contributions promised. 






Barony of luchiquin, Clare 


489 0 0 


489 0 0 


8 








” 


Barony of Upper Connello, 
Limerick. 


S50 0 0 


850 0 0 


1 


3 




” 


" 


Barony of Orrery and Kil- 
more, Cork. 


785 0 0 


7S5 0 0 


5 


1 






» 


Barony of Loughrea, Gal- 


250 0 0 


250 0 0 




1 








Barony of Upper Connello, 
Limerick. 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 








Baronv ot Carra, Alayo 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 




1 




- 




Barony of Kilmallock, 
Limerick. 


359 0 0 


359 0 0 


6 


1 




J..‘v 2S . 


July 31 . 


Baronv of Carbenr, Sligo. 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


1 








Barony of Ibrickane, Clare 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


1 










Barony of Duhalluw, Cork 


400 0 0 


400 0 0 




1 








Barony of Orrery and Kil- 
more, Cork. 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


1 






•* 




Barony of Eiiognrty, Tip- 
perary. 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 


1 








” 


Barony of Lower Ormond, 
Tipperary. 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 


1 










Barony of Owney and 
Arra. Tipperarv. 


160 0 0 


160 0 0 


3 






July 3D . 


” 


Barony of Oiny and Kil- 
more, Cork. 


50 0 0 


50 0 0 


1 








" 


Barony of Vest Muskerry, 
Cork. 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 


1 








„ 


Barony of Barrymore, Cork 


60 0 0 


60 0 0 


1 










Barony of Upper Connello, 
Limerick. 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 




1 




- 




Barony of Eliogarty, Tip- 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 




” 


” 


Barony of Lower Talbots- 
town, Vicklow. 


90 0 0 


90 0 0 


1 






” 




Barony of lA>wer Tulla, 
Clare. 


121 0 0 


121 0 0 


2 








» 


Barony of Lower Bunratty, 
Clare. 


130 0 0 


150 0 0 




1 




„ 


„ 


Barony of Islands, Clare . 


350 0 0 


330 0 0 


2 








” 


Barony of Upper Kells, 
Meath. 


630 0 0 


630 0 0 


5 








” 


Borough of Kilkenny, Kil- 
kenny. 


no 0 0 


110 0 0 


1 






„ 


„ 


Barony of Coshma, Limerick 


420 0 0 


420 0 0 


5 


1 






„ 


Baronv of Corran, Sligo . 


560 0 0 


560 0 0 


1 


2 




August 1 


August 4 


Barony of Upper Tulla, 
Clare. 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 


1 






” 




• Barony of Lower Bunratty, 
! Clare. 

I Barony of Ballybor, Kings 


796 0 0 
100 0 0 


796 0 0 
100 0 0 


9 


2 

1 




„ 


„ 


. Baronv of Ballybrit, Kings 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


1 








,, 


; Baronv of Leynev, Sligo . 


165 0 0 


165 0 0 




1 








: Barony of Upper Bunratty, 
i Clare. 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 


1 






August 3 




i Baronv of Islands, Clare . 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


1 








i Baronv of Movarta, Clare . 


40 0 0 


40 0 0 


1 






” 




Barony of Upper Tnlla, 
Clare. 


150 0 0 


150 0 0 


2 










Barony of Fermov, Cork . 


180 0 0 


180 0 0 


1 








'■ 


Barony of Dromahain, Ld- 
trim. 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 






„ 


Baronv of Coahlea, Limerick 


200 0 0 


200 0 0 




1 








Barony of Clandonagh, 
Queens. 


60 0 0 


60 0 0 


1 










Barony of Glenabiry, Water 
ford. 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 




1 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



BOARD OF WORKS. STS 



Grants ami Loans authorized under the Act 1 Viet., cap. 21 — continued. 





Ditc 


of ' 




Cost of Works. | 


Number of | 






1 




District. 












Improve- 






Cantributio!!'. Cc. 


Letter. 


1 


Minute. 1 




bv Board of I 


Sanctio 


eJ. 




N'ew Roads.i 








1 




Works. 












1 






1 


1 




£. 


5. 


d. ! 


£. 


s. 


d. 


! 








August 


3 ' 


August 4 


Baronv of Gorev, Tfesford 


150 


0 


0 ; 


150 


0 


0 


2 1 












Barony of Rathdown, Wick- 


S6 


0 


0 


86 


0 


0 


1 i 














lotv. 

Barony of Upper Tulla. 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


1 














Clare. 

Barony ofBarrvmore. Cork 


60 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


1 








„ 




„ 


Barony of Movcullen, Gal- 


900* 0 


0 












1 
























1 












„ 


Baronv of Upper Ormond, 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


9 ' 














Tipperary. 

Baronv of Decies-without- 


300 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 






i 










Drum. 

Barony of Arklow . 


85 


13 


0 


85 


13 


0 


1 i 








August 


4 


Auffust 7 


Baronv of Castlerahan, 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


1 












Cavan. 

Barony of Kilmain, Mavo. 


1,140 


0 


0 


1,140 


0 


0 


12 










August 


5 


„ 


Barony of Condons and 


119 


0 


0 


119 


0 


0 


1 












Clongibbon. Cork. 
Baronv of Bollvbritt, King’s 


30 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


1 
















Baronv of Pubblebrieu, i.i- 


250 


0 


0 


250 


0 


0 


1 














merick. 

Barony of Moigallion, 


200 






200 


0 


0 






1 










Meath. 

Baronv of Lower Slane, 


60 


0 


0 


60 


0 


0 






1 










Meath. 

Baronv of Kilmain, Mayo 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


1 














Barony of Shanid, Limerick 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 






1 








„ 


Baronv of Ballintobber 


i 4;. 


0 


0 


75 


0 


0 


1 •• 




1 


Mr. Flanagan, 45'. 








(North). Roscommon. 


0 


0 


45 


0 


0 


f 








Aug. 




Aug. 1 1 


Baronv of Carra, Mavo . 


700 


0 


0 


700 


0 


0 


1 




1 








Baronv of Carra, Mavo . 


500 




0 


500 


0 


0 


1 














Baronv of Kiitartan, Ualway 


200 


u 


0 


200 


0 


0 


.. 




1 










Baronv of Btsrrishoole. Mayo 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 






1 


. . 








Baronv of Tirawlev, Mavo 


475 


0 


0 


475 


0 


0 


4 




1 








„ 


Barony of Glenquin, Lime- 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 






1 










rick. 




























Barony of Clare, Gahvav . 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 








1 










Barony of Athenrv, Galwav 


120 


0 


0 


120 










1 










Barony of Barrymore, Cork 


200 


0 


0 


200 


0 








1 
















£151,037 14 
















Diduct 


Barony of West Muskerrv, 


] 


























Cork (modification of 
work).' 


1 






750 


0 


0 






















£150,287 14 


8 








[ 




7 




, Baronv of Islands, Clare . 


j 200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 






2 








„ 


Barony of Moyarta, Clare 


1 200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


1 












„ 


1 Baronv of Upper Tuila, Clare. 80 


0 


0 


80 


0 


0 


1 








j, 




„ 


, Barony of Carra, Mavo . 


1 100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 






1 








„ 


Baronv of Tvrawley, Mayo 


1 100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


1 












.. 


Baronv of Carra, Mato 


' 11.5 


0 


0 


115 


0 


0 


2 














Baronv of GowTan, Kilkenn 


800 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 






1 










: Baronv of Cremorne, Mo- 


i 335 


0 


0 


335 


0 


0 


1 














naghan. 

; Barony of Monaghan, Mo- 


! 200 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


1 








„ 




„ 


naghan. 

j Barony of Burrishoole, May 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 






1 










! Total . 







i 


152,017 14 


s 











* Id addition to 100{. recommended in Letter of I2tli Jane. 
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